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ADVERTISEMENT. 



1 be following pages contain the account of a 
Trials for a Conspiracy against the Constitution and 
Government of this kingdom^ in which I have been 
made the principal defendant* The reader, howe- 
ver^ will observe, that some circui^stances occurred 
in the course of these proceedings which give them 
the complexion of a conspiracy against the De^^ 
fendants ; myself in particular. 

For the present at least, I shall only briefly state^ 
that no falsehood or slander was too base or ma« 
lignant, for my persecutors and their adherents, to 
invent and propagate, for the purpose of injuring 
my reputation, both as a merchant and as a man ; 
nor was any attempt omitted that could irritate 
the public mind against myself and the other de- 
fendants ; and consequently prejudge our cause. 

When the rights of the public are attacked in 
the persons of individuals, the public are,, (and 
ought to yirf/^ deeply interested in the rise, the 
progress, and the event of the conflict. I am in 
possession of a series of facts, which for this reason 
I doubt not would be deemed important, not only 
to myself, but, at least, equally so to the public, and 
would illustrate, in some degree, the (;onfession 
of Dunn (the evidence for the prosecution) that 
he was BR I BED to become my accuser. 

Perhaps the secret movers of this iniquitous 
conspiracy may be traced, by tracing the conduct 
of their inferior agents: but the present pubti'- 

cation 
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cation would have been too long delayed^ too much 
extended^ and too miscellaneous^ had the details 
been entered into, which were necessary to apprize 
the public of the progress of the persecution, with 
which the Defendants in this Trial have been 
harassed. 

But they shall not be forgotten. I may at some 
future time, if my health and my leisure will 
permit, give a sequel to this Trial, which I bavo 
no doubt will throw some light on the secret ma^ 
chinations, and the open violence, alternately prac- 
tised against the Friends of the People* 

THOMAS WALKER. 

Manchester, 
June a8th, 1794. 
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Copy of the Indictment against Thomas Waller . '' 
. and.others. , - 



LAKGAsitiRB 1 nPHE Jurdrs'for our Lord the King up- 
to wit J X ^ on thcJr oath prcsfcnt that Thoma^ 

Walker* late of Manchester in the county of Lancastt^ 
merchant George M^ CtUlum late of the same place iabour- 
er J^4^n Smith late of the same place labourer WiUiaitt 
Paul\ late of the same place paper-stainer Samud7ack^' 
son J late • of the same place chapman Jamts Cheetnam T 
late of Salford in the said county labourer Oliver PeUr^^ 
son H late of Manchester aforesaid labourer Benjamin 
Booth ^ late of the same place labourer Henry Yom late* 
of the same place gentleman and Joseph Collier late of the* 
same place surgeon being wicked seditious and ill-disposed! 
persons and disaifetited to our Sovereign JLord thcf now 
• JCitigand the constitution and government of this kingdom' 

' b a* 

• • • J- 

* There was a warrant on m charge of HIGH TREASON iasoed 
agatiast, but not executed upon, this defendant: for the proceedings upoj» 
which, see the Appendix, No. I. to XI. 

+ There was a warrant for HIGH TREASON executed npon this^ 
defendant, for which, and for bift treatneat, see the Appendix Kf*^ 
XIII. XIV. and ^W. 

i There appears to have been a warrant for HIGH TREAfSON against 
this defendant issued, but not excculed, see Appendix No* XVI.: — tbi» 
warrant, as well as those before-mentioned, was issued by the Rbv. 
Jon If Git-rv>riTn, one of his Majesty's justices of the peace (at that time 
one of the chaplains to the collegtate church in Manchester, since elect- 
ed a fellow thereof) upon the ^/e inforanation of Tmoma9 Dunk, and for 
the same acci^ations^ which are charged in this indictment as a con^ 
spiracy. 

§r Fbr the treatment of this defendant, see Appendix No. XVII 
I This defendant's name is Oliver Pearsall, for the treatment he expert- 
cnc^d, tee thm Appendix N6. XVin. 

i for this defendant** case, ^i»ee .the Appendix Nov XIX. ' 
CJieetham, Pearsall, and Booth, were all committed'by the Revbaeno 
Toiis GaiFfiTH upon the sole information^ Thomas B.u n n. 



( X ) 

as by Uw established and unlawfully contriving and int^ndl' 
ing as much as in them lay to break the peace and disturb 
the tranquillity of this kingdom did on mc^rst day of No^ 
vember in the thirty-third year of the xeign of our said pre- 
sent Sovereign Lord the now King and on diveYs other days 
and times bctwttn that day and the twelfth day of June then 
next foUomng with force and aims at Manchester aforesaid 
. in the county of Lancaster aforesaid unlawfully malicious- . 
ly and seditiously conspire (Combine and confederate with 
each other and also with divers disaffected and ill-disposed 
subjects of our said. Lord the King, whose names are. to the 
Jurors aforesaid at present unknoWn to overthrow the consti- 
tution and government of this kingdom as by law established and 
to aid and assist the rrirufi then and there being enemies to and 
in open zuar tnhth our said Lord the King against our said 
Lord the King in case such enemies should enter into and in- 
vade this kingdom in a warlike and hostili manner and the 
said Thomas if alter George M,^ CuUum Joh^ Smith WiUian 
Foul Samuel Jackson James Cheet ham Uliver Pearsim Btn^ 
jamin Booth . Henry York and Joseph Collier in pursuance of 
tne said conspiracy- Combination, and agreement did on; 
those several days and times at Manchester aforesaid, in t he- 
county aforesaid cause incite and encourage divers disaffect- 
ed ana ilUdisposed subjects to the Jurors aforesaid unknown to 
learn and practice and to be instructed in the use of arms and 
military exercises for the purpose of assisting his said Majes^ 
ty's said enemies against his said Majesty in case they should 
enter into and invade this kingdom in. contempt of our said 
Lord the King and his laws to the evil and pernicious ex- 
ample of all ow:r& in the like case o^ending and^ against the . 
peace of our said Lord the King his crown and dignity 
And the Jurors aforesaid upon their oath aforesaid do fur-f 
ther present that the said Thomas Walker George M^ Cullum 
John Smith William Paul Samud Jacks ort James Cheet ham 
Oliver Peafson Benjamin Booth Henry York and Joseph 
Collier so being such persons as aforesaid and so contriving 
9nd intending as aforesaid did on the saidfxst day of Novem^ 
her in the thirty-third year aforesaid and on divers other days 
and times Between that day and the twelfth day of June then 
next following with force afnd arms at Manchester aforesaid, 
in the county aforesaid unlawfully, maliciously and sediii-- 
ously conspire combine andconfeaerate with each other and 
ako with divers disaffected 9ad fK-disposed subjects of our 
said Lord the King whose names are to the said Jurors at pre- 
sent unknown to overthrow by force and arms the constituti^ 
and government of this kingdom as by law established And the 
said Thomas Walker George M'CuUumJohn Smith JVtUiamPawi 
Samuel Jackson Jams Cheetkam Oliuf Pearson Benjamin 

. ' ^ ■ ■ " - ■; B^otk 



Bs0th B$nry York and jfoitph Collier in pursuiiQce ,jof the 
said lastiraentioned conspiracy combination and agreement 
did on those several days and times at Manchester aforesaid 
in the county aforesaid cause incite and encourage divers 
disaffected and 'ill-disposed subjects to the Jurors aforesaid 
unknown to learn and practice and to be instructed in the use 
of arms and military exercises jov the purpose of:ovetthrowing 
iy force and arms the constitution and government of this king^ 
dom as by law established in contempt of our said Lord the 
King and his laws to the evil and pernicious example of 
all others in the like case offending and against the peace of 
our said Lord the King his crown and dignity And the 
Jurors aforesaid upoti therr oath aforesaid do further pre- 
sent that the said Thomas Walker George Af' CuUum jfohn 
Smith William Paul Samuel Jackson Jofnes Ckeetham Oliver 
Pearson Benjamin 3oo$k Henry York and Joseph Collier so 
bein^ such persons as aforesaid and so cootariving and in- 
tending as aforesaid did on the said first day of November in 
the thuty-ihird year aforesaid ana on divers other days and 
times betwun that day and the twelfth day of June then next 
following with force and.atms at Manchester aforesaid in 
the coUnty aforesaid unlawfully maliciously and sedir 
tiously conspire coxnbiop and ^gnfeder^e with each other 
aod also with divers disaffected and iU-di^posed subiects of 
^iu: said JUord the King whose names are to the saia Jurors 
at present uiduiown to raise and stir up an insurrection arid 
reSillian of his Majesty s subjects against his said Majesty and 
ifi aid and assist in such insurrection and rebelUonfor the pur^ 
pase of overihrottfing by force and arms the constitution and go,,' 
vernment pf this kingdom as by law established in . contempt 
of our ^aid Lord the King and bis laws to the evil and 
pernicious example of aU others in the like case offending 
and s^nst the ppace of our said Lord the King his crowa 
and x{i|;nitv And the Jurors aforesaid upon their oath 
aforesaid ao further present that the said Thomas Wtdktr 
George M^ CuUwm John Smith William Paul Samuel Jach^ 
Mon Jepnt^ Cheetham Oliver Pearson Benjamin Booth Henry 
York and Joseph PoUiet so being such persons as aforesaid 
and so contriving and inte)Kling as aforesaid did <fn iht 
said first day of November in the thirty-third year aforesaid 
and on divers other days. and. times bitween that day and the 
twelfth day of June then next following With force and arms 
at Manchester afoi^esaid in the county aforesaid unlawfully 
maliciously and seditiously, conspire combine aod copfe.-, 
deratefwith each other and also with divers disaff<$^ted and ilU 
disposed subiects of our s^id Lord the King whose names 
are to the saia Jurors at present unknown UNLAW FULLY 
TO DVBRTJiKOW THE CONSTITUTION AND 

GOVERN^ 
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QOVERNMENT OF THIS KINGDOM AS BY LAW 
ESTABLISHED in cdntempt of our said Lord iy-Kittg 
Wd his laws to the evil and pernicious example of -all 
'dthersin the like case offending and against the peace' bf 
•otiir said Lord the King his crown and dignity 
^\ '^ • B4TT 

Witnesses 

Thomas Dunn^ 
Thomas Kinnaston 



Cvpy vfthe Indictment against Thomas Walker. 

«Lancash;r£ 1 nPHE Jurors for bur Lord th^ Kifig «p- 
* to wit I JL on' their oath p^resent that Thomas 

•Walker Uttd^^M inches ter in the bounty of Lanta&ter m«^- 
^hdftt being ^ |>ernicious^drti^cm^'and-ilUdisposed person 
'a«id greatly disaffected to our said Lord the King andcoti- 
triving ana irUetidiitg to xi^ove anS indte the liege subj«ct« 
©f our said LiDrd the King^to hatred and dislike of the pei*- 
mn of our ¥lid Ldrd th^ K:ihg bti the first day of June in 
the thiity-third year of the reign oi our said Lord the King 
at Manchester aforesaid in the coiinty afore^^id inthe ^r«- 
sence and heating of divers liege 'siibjects df our ^aid Lovd ' 
the King makciou;sly and sedkiou^ly did <utter public 
and declare the wotas following of and concerning our 
i5^i4 Lord the King that is to stfy WfUU are Kings dainh 
■the A'tw^ n[mi6aning our said Lord' the now King) itfhS^ 
ij, he (Jheaning our said Lord the Rittg) to'rus if I 
^mfeakivng the said Thoma$ 'W^kkr) hdd Am -(mean^hg 
jpfcr saJd Lord the King) vA 'rhj!' ft>mr I (meafimg thti 
^zi6.iTh6^rms^ P^tker) would 'Af' soon take -his (meaning 
olir said Lord the King's) Ai^*'^ ^ii*/'(mcanitlg the feai4 
Thornks Walker) ■ to iniMt6ar this paper he th© said Th^ 
^as Waiker tKen dnd there tearittg'in piaees a piece ^f pirf- 
per -which he then ai^d there had and held in his hand ;t<& 
the great scandal of our sard- Lord the King in contempt 
^ our said Lord th€ King and hik laws to the evil att4 
^mioiou^ exajnplc of all others in the like case ofibnding 
aVid against the peace of our gaid ' Lord the Kiftg, his 
ctown, and digiuty. And the- Jurors aforesaid, upon their 
t)ath aforesaid do further prfcseM that the saia Thcmas 
-Walker so beihg such person a$ ^(foresaid and so coni* 
ttdving and intending as aforesaid «fterwattis to -^tott 
the same day and yd5rr aforesaid at Mimehester a&fftesaid 
it) $hc county aforesaid, in the presence and* hearing ftf 
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divers other licgc subjects of our said Lord the King 
maliciously and seditiously did utter publish and declare 
the^w^rds f^llowi^ o£. aod concerning dur said. Lord the 
King that is to say Damn the King (meaning our said 
Xord tke 'KiiJg) to the great. scaiid4 of ooir said Lotd 
the Ki&g in contempt of our said Lord the King and his 
-laws to the evil and pernicious example of all othecs in 
the 4ike case offeading and- against the peace of. our said 
X.ord'the King his down and dignity And the Jurors 
^aforesaid upon their oath aforesaid ao further present 
•that the said Thomas Walker so being such person as 
aforesaid and so contriving., and intending as aforesaid 
afterwards to wit on the same day and year aforesaid lit 
Manchester aforesaid in the county aforesaid in the pre- 
sence and hearing of divers other liege subjects of our said 
Lord th^ King maliciously and seditiously did utter p*d|- 
-lish aaid declare the words foUowitig of: and conceisning 
our said Lord the King that is to. say If J (meaning 
•the said Thomas Walker) had him (meaning our said 
Lord the King) in yny^powtr I (meanitig the said> Tho^ 
fnas M^kcrJ would 'as -sbion lake his' (meaning our said 
Lord the K\r^*i).head:ojf ns I to4mld tear this piece of 
^ptf'he the saia Xhom&s' JVdlker then* and there .tear- 
tng a piece of paper which he then and there had. izLhis 
fKmd to the great scandal of our said- Lor^d the King in 
<dntem|>t of out^ said Lord the King and his laws. ix> 'tbe 
eril atia pernicious example of all others in the iikekase 
o^nding and against the peace of our said Lord thn 
King his crown -and digkiity A^dithe Jurors aforesaid 
upon their oath aforesaid do further jffosent that the said 
Tnomas ^^s/A^rso- being such person' ds. afoiesaid and to 
cbntriving and intending, as aforcisaid afterwards to wit 
on th^ same day arid year aforesaid at Manchester ^oce- 
said^ in the county aforesaid in the presence and hearing 
of divers other liege subjetts of our said Loid the King 
maliciously 'and seditiously did utter puUislh and declare 
the Words foUowfngA of and concepniiig our '!said Lord :ihe 
King that is to say Tke)^e ought to' be. no Kifig (meaning 
tbit tHefie ought to be no King of this realm) to the great 
stcandsil of our skid Lord thie King in cohtempt of our said 
^rd the King and his laiws . to the evil and pernicious 
Example of all others ' in the like, case offending and 
against the peace of our said Lord the King his* crowA 
and dignity 

- BATT 

Witness ' "^ ' 

Thomas Dunn - , 

Lancashire 
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\The Indictment was opened by Mr. Jamei.] 
Mr. Law. 
May it please your Lordship---Gcfitlemcn of the Jur}' : 

The indictment which 'has been read to you, imputes to 
the defendants a species of treasonable misdemeanor, se- 
cond only in degree, and inferior only in malignity, to the 
crime of high treason itself. It imputes to them a conspi- 
racy for the purpose of adhering with effect to the King's 
enemies, in case the calamity of foreign invasion;! or of in* 
temal and domestic tumidt should afford them the desired 
opportunity of so doing, A conspiracy for the purpose of 
empioying against our country those arms which should be 
devoted to its defence ; and of overthrowing a constitution, 
the ^rork of ilong continued wisdom and virtue in the ages 
that have gone before us, and which, I trust, the sober 
minded virtue and wisdom of the pji^esent age will transmit 
"tmimpaiied to ages that are yet to succeed uf • It imputes 
to^hem a conspiracy, tint indeed levelled at the person and 
lifeof oursovexeignjbutat that constitution at the head of 
which he is placed, and at that system of beneficial laws 
whidh it is his jiride axxd his duty to administer ; at th^t 
constitution which makes us what we are, a great, free, 
and, 1 trust, with a few exceptions only, an happy and 
united people. Gentlemen, a conspiracy tormed for these 
^rposes, and to be effected eventually by means of arms ; 
a constnrapy which had either for its iixunediate aim or 
probable consequence, the itrtroduction into this country, 
upon the eiodei of France, of all the miseries that di^racc 
and desoltte that unhappy iai^, is the crime Cor which the 
defendants stand arraigned before you this day \ aiid it is 
for you to ^y, in the ffpst itistanoe, and for my Lord here- 
after, what shall be the i»esult imd effect i« rtsspect to per- 
sons agditist whom a conspracy of such enoitnous magni- 
tude and mischief shall be substantiated in evidence. 

Gentlemen, whatever mbjects of political difference 
ti|ay sub^tfit aoftonfgst us, I trujst we are in geocfal, agreed in 
venerating the great principles of our <o£tstUution, land in 
wishing to sustain and i?ender them pepnanent^ What- 
ever toien^on and indulgence we rosay be willing to allow 
to differen^s in matters of Jess importance, upon some 
subjects we xxn arllcfw -none; f®r the ifeaends of France, 
leagued in unity of eoumcil, incUnatian, and interest with 
France, again&tthe arms and interests of this countr}^,how- 
^e^r^^trietaet in; Qt^r««<|K^Ct^ we can afiiord x^ grains of 

'ft . ?^11qw- 
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allowance, no sentiments of indulgence, or toleration what- 
soever ; to do so, particularly at a time when those arms 
and councils arc directed against our political and civil, 
against not our national only, but our natural existence 
(and at such a period )^pu will find that the very conspiracy 
now under consideration was formed), would be equally 
inconsistent with every rule of law and every principle of 
self-preservation : it would be at once to authorize every 
description of mischievous, persons to carry their destruc- 
tive principles into immediate and fatal effect ; in other 
words, it would be to sign the doom and downfall of that 
constitution which protects us all, 

I am sure, therefore,, for the crime, such as I haye repre- 
sented it to be, my learned i^riend will not, in the exercise 
of his own good sense, choose to offer any defence or apo- 
logy ; but he will endeavour to make the evidence I shall 
lay before you, appear in another point of view : he will 
endeavour to conceal and soften much of that malignity 
which I -impute, and I think, justly, to the i^xtentions and 
actings of these defendants. 

It was about the close of the year ^792, that the Frcheh 
nation thought fit to hold out to all the nations on the 
globe, or rather, I should say, to the discontented subjects 
of all those nations, an encouragement to confederate and 
combine together, for the purpose of subverting all regular 
established authority amongst them, by a. decree of that 
nation. of the: 19th of November 1792, .which I consider as 
the immediate source and origin of this apd other, mis- 
chievous societies. That nation, in convention, pledged 
to the discontented inhabitants of othec countries, its pro- 
tection and assistance, in case they should be disposed to 
innovate and change the form of government under which 
they had heretofore lived. Under the influence. of this 
fostering encouragement, and meaning, I must suppose, to 
avail themselves of the protection and assistance thus hcild 
out to them, this and other dangerous societies sprung up,^ 
and spread themselves within the bosom of this realm. 

iGentlemen, it was about the period I mentioned, or 
shortly after, I mean in the month of December, whi<;h 
followed close upon the promulgation of. this detestable 
decree, that the society on which 1 am about to comment,, 
and ten members of which are now presented in trial be- 
fore you, was formed *. The vigilance of those to whom 
the administration of justice and the immediate care of the 
police of the country is prinniarily entrusted, had already 
prevented or dispersed every numerous assembly of per- 
sons which resorted to pubUc«hou^es for such purposed ; 

it 
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in April. 1792. 
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it therefore became necessary for persons thus disposed, to 
assemble themselves to do so, if at all, within the walls of 
some private mansion. The president and head of this so- 
ciety, Mr, Thpmas Walker, raised to. that bad eminence by 
a species of merit which will not meet with much favour 
or encouragement here, opened his doors to receive a soci- 
ety of this sort at Manchester, miscalled the Reformation 
Society : the name may, in some senses, indeed import 
and be understood to mean a society formed for the purpose 
of beneficial reform ; but what the real purposes of this 
society were you will presently learn, from tneir declared 
sentiments and criminal actings. He opened his doors, then, 
to receive this society ; they assembled, night after /nigh(, in 
numbers, to an amount which you will hear from the wit- 
nesses. Sometimes, I believe, the extended number of 
such assemblies amounting to more than a hundred persons. 
There were three considerable rooms allotted for tneir re- 
ception. In the lower part of the house, where they were 
first admitted, they sat upon business of less moment, and . 
requiring the presence of ^nailer numbers ; in the upper 
part, they assembled in greater multitudes, and read, as in 
a school, and as it were to fashion and perfect themselves 
in every thing that is seditious and mischievous, those 
writings which have been already reprobated by other ju- 
ries sitting in this and other places, by the courts rif law, 
and, in effect, by the united voice of both houses of parlia- 
ment. They read, amongst other works, particularly, the 
works of an author whose name is in the mouth of every 
body in this country ; I mean the works of Thomas Paine ; 
an author, who, in the gloom of a French prison, is now 
contemplating the full effects and experiencing all the mis- 
eries ot that disorganizing system of which he is, in some. 
respectj the parent — certainly, the great advocate and pro- 
moter. 

The works of this author, and many other works of a 
similar tendency^ were read aloud by a person of the name 
of Jackson, who exercised upon those occasions the mis- 
chievous function of reader to this society. Others of the 
defendants haddiffercnt functions assigned them; some were 
busied in training them to the use of arms, for the purpose, 
avowedly, in case there should be either a landing of the 
French, with whom we were then, I think, actually at war, 
or about to be immedately at war; or in case there should take 
place a revolt in the kingdoms of Ireland or ;8cotland, -to 
minister to their assistance, either to such invasion or to 
such revolt. That they met for such nurposes. is not only 
clear from the writings that were read aloud to them, and the 
conversations that were held, but by the purposes which 

were 
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were expressly declared and avowed by those who may be 
considered as the mouth-pieces and organs of the society 
upon these occasions*. 

Thejirst iim^, I think, that the witness Dunn, whom I shall 
presently produce to you, saw the defendant Mr. Walker, 
Mr. Walker declared to him, " that he hoped they shouUsoon 
** overthow the 'constitution,** The witness I have alluded 
to, was introduced to the society by two persons, I think of- 
the names of M^ Galium and Smith, and who, if I am not 
misinformed, have since taken their flight from this coun« 
• try to America. The first night he was there, he did not see 
their president Mr. Walker, but on the second night that 
he went there, Mr, Walker met him as he entered the door, 
and observing, from his dialect, that he was a native of Ire- 
land, Mr Walker enquired .of him how the volunteers went 
on, and said, with a smile, as he passed him in his way up 
stairs to the rest of the associated members, " toe shall overi' 
** throw the constitution by and by»** The witness was- 
then ushered into this room, where he saw assembled near- 
ly to the number of an hundred or an hundred and fifty 
persons. The room was, I understand, a large warehouse. 
at the top of the house ; there were about fourteen or fif- 
teen persons then actually under arms, and ^ome of those 
whose names are to be found in this record were emf^oyed 
in teaching others the military exercise. It would be end- 
less, as well as useless, to relate to you the whole of what- 
passed at these several meetings. 

Upon some occasions^ Mr. Walker would talk in the 
most contumelious and abominable language of the sacred 
person of our sovereign. In one instance, when talking of 
monarchy, he said, *'daran kings! what have we to do 
*^ with them, what are they to us ?" and, to shew the con- 
tempt in which he held the lives of all kings, and particu- 
larly tl^t of our own sovereign, taking a piece of paper in 
his hand and tearing it, he said, ^* If I had the king here, 
" I Would cut off his head^ as readily as I tear this paper." 

Upon other occasions, others of the members, and parti- 
cularly a person of the name of Paul, whol bciieve is now in 
court, held siix^ilar language : damning the king; reviling and 
defaming him in the execution of his high office; representing 
the whcne system of our public government as a system of 
plunder ana rapacity ; representing, particularly, the ad- 
ministration of a neighbouring kingaom by a lord lieu- 
tenant, as a scheme and device merely invented to corrupt 
the people, and to enrich and aggrandize the individual to 
whose care the government of that kingdom is more imme- 
diately delegated ; in short, arraigning every part of our 
public ceconomy as directly productive of misgovernment 

and 
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and oppression. The King himself ^mius somelimos more 
particularly pointed at by Mr. Walker. He related of hini 
a strange, incredible, and foolish fable, which Inover- heard 
suggested from any other quarter v— *^^ That his Majesty wm 
. ^^.possessed of seventeen millions of money, in aoiie bank 
*^ or other at Vienna, which he kept locked up there, and 
*^ would no^ bestow a single penny of it to relieve the dis* 
^^ tresses and- indigence of any part of his own ^ibjects." 
Many other assertions of this sort were made, and convert 
sations of a similar import held, between Mr» Walker «ndv 
the persons thus assembled^ 

About three months after the fiormation, as far as I can 
* coUeot it, of this society^ that is, about the month of Matck > 
17^3, a person of the name of Yorke ; Yorke of Derby, I ■ 
think he is called, arrived at Manchester, with all the appa* 
ratus of a kind of apostolic mission, addressed to the various 
assemblies of sedttioias persons in that quarter of the king^ 
dom. He harangued them upon such topics as were most 
likely to interest and inflame them ; he explained to them 
the object of the journey he was then making thn»ugh the 
country ; he said, he was come to visit all the combined so- 
ceties^ in order to learn th^umbers they could respective- 
ly muster, in case there ^euld be an invasion by the 
French, which was then talked of, and is yet, I am afraid^ 
talked of but upcm too much foundation; to know, m 
short, what number they could add to the arms of France^ 
in case these arms should be hostilely directed against 
Great Britain itself ; he stated that the French were about 
to land in this country to the number of forty or fifty 
thousand men, and that he was collecting, in the different 
societies, the names of such persons as could be best de- 
pended upon, in order to ascertain what number in the 
whole could actually be brought into the field upon such 
an emergency* < 

When this person was present, there seems to have 
been a sort of holiday and festival of sedition : each mem" 
ber strove with his fellow which should express senti- 
ments the most injurious and hostile to the peace and hap- 
piness of their country. Dunn, the witness I have already 
alluded to, will speak to the actual cornmunication of all 
the several persons who are defendants upon this record in 
most of the mischievous councils which were then held, 
2Lnd which are the subject of this< prosecution. They met 
during a considerable length of time he attended (ana here 
you will not be c^led upon to give credit to a loose and 
casual recollection of a tew random expressions, uttered 
upon one or two accidental occasions, capable of an inno- 
cent or doubtful construction), but he attended, I believe, 
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at nearly forty of these meetings ; he attended them froitf 
about the month of December or January, down to the. 
month of June, when, either through compunction for the 
share he had himself borne in those mischievous proceed- 
ings, or whatever else might be his motiver (I trust it was 
an honourable one, and that it will in its effects prove 
beneficial to his country), he came forward and detailed 
this business to the magistrates of this county. It became 
them, having such circumstances related to them, and ha- 
ving it also -confirmed, by other evidence, that there were 
numerpus nightly meetings of this sort held at stated inter- 
vals al the house of Mr. Walker, upon having the objects 
of these meetings detailed and verified to them, it became 
them, I say, to use means for suppressing a mischief of 
such extent and magnitude. It was accordingly thought . 
proper to institute this prosecution for the purpose of 
bringing these enormous proceedings into public discussion 
and enquiry, before a jury of the country, and for the pur- • 
pose oi eventually bringing to condign punishment the 
persons immediately concerned in them. 

Gentlemen, the evidence of this person, the witness I 
have mentioned, will unquestionably be assailed and .at- 
tacked by a great deal of attempted contradiction; his 
character will, I have no. doubt, be arraigned and drawn in 
question from the earliest period to which the defendants 
can have any opportunities of access, for mate^als respect- 
ing it. Upon nothing but upon the effectual impeachment 
of the character of this witness, can they bottom any pro- 
bable expectations iof acquittal ; to that point, therefore^ 
their efforts will be .mainly directed. I wish their efforts 
had been hithe]:to directed innocently towards the attain- 
ment of this object, and that no opportunities had been 
recently taken in occasional meetings and conversations to 
Attempt to tamper with the testimony of .this witness.. 
There arc other practices, which next to an actual tam- 
pering with the teMimony of a witness, are extremely mis- 
chievous to the.' regular course and administration of jus- 
tice, I meanLattcmpts to lure a witness into'conversations 
respecting the subject of his testimoi)y ; of. this we have 
seen many very bbmeablc instanced in the course of the 
present circuit, where conversations h^ve been set on foot 
for the purpose tjf matching at some particular expressions, 
in^vertentiy dropt by a witness, and. of afterwards bring- 
ing* them fdrward, separately and detached from the rest of 
the conversation, in order to give a different colour and 
complexion to the substance of his evidence, and to weak- 
en the effect and credit of the whole. . 

Gentlemen, these attempts are. too commonly made ; 

happily, 
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happily, however, for public justice, they are commonly 
unsuccessful ; because they do and must, with every hc^- 
nourable mind, recoil upon the party making them. Private 
applications to a person not only known to* be an adverse 
witness,' but to be the very witness uporu whose credit the 
prosecution most materially depends ;? private conversations 
with such a witness, for the purpose of< getting from him 
declarations whiehimay be afterwards opposed in seeming 
contradiction to his solemn testimony upon oath,* ajoe .of 
themselves &o dishonourable that with etery welUdisposcd 
and welUjndging mind, they« will * naturally produce^ an 
effect directly contrary to the expectations of xhe persq^s 
whx) make them. 

I know, Gentlemen, what I have most to fear upon this oc- 
casion ; I know the vigour and energy of the mind of my learn- 
ed friend. I have long felt and admired the powerful effect 
of his various talents. 1 know the ingenious sophistry by 
which he can mislead, and the fascination of that eloquence 
by which he can subdue the minds of those to whom ne ad- 
dresses himself. I know what he can do to-day, by seeing 
what he has done upon many other occasions before. But, 
at the same time, Cventlemen, knowing what he is, I am 
somewhat consoled in knowing you. I have practised for 
several years in this place; I know the sound discretion and 
judgment by which your verdicts are generally governed, 
and upon the credit of that experience, I trust that it will 
not be-in the power of my friend, by any arts he is able to 
employ, to seduce you a single step from the sober paths of 
truth and justice. You will hear the evidence with the at- 
tention which becomes men who are deciding on the fate of 
others. If these defendants be innocent, and my learned 
friend is able to substantiate their innocence, to your satisfac- 
tion, for God's sake let them be acquitted ; but if that inno- 
cence cannot be clearly and satisfactorily established, I stand 
here interested as I am in common with him in the acquittal 
of innocence, at the same time however demanding the rights 
of public justice against the guilty. It imports the safety 
of yourselves, it imports the -safety of our country, it em- 
ports the existence and security of every thing that is dear 
to us, if these men be not innocent, that no considerations 
of tenderness and humanity, no considerations of any sort 
short of what the actual abstract justice of the case may re- 
quire, should prevent the hand of punishment from falling 
heavy on them. - . 

Having, therefore, Gentlemen, given you this short de- 
tail and explanation of the principal facts which are about 
to be laid before you in eviaencc, I will now close the trou- 
ble i mean to give you, in the first intance. I shall by and 
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'by, 'nhtn my learned fiicnd hais edduccd that evidence by 
Whfck he will attempt to assail the choncter and credit oi 
the principal wittiess ior the prosecution, hive an oppoortu- 
nity t>f addressing you a^n ; and, 1 trust, in the saean 
^itne^ that whstet^cr attention you may be disposed to pay 
^tO'the exertions ot those who Will labour to establish the 
nmocencc of the persons now anaigned before you, that 
yHSRB win, at the same tiaie, steadHy bear in imnd the 
'dtMts wKfck you owe to^youtselVes and to your country ; * 
recolleetiitg, as I an sxac you -will, tliat we all look up to 
jyour finnness and aatcgmy^ this moment, ibr the protec- 
n^km of tiiat constitinien'^dBi vrhich we derive cvexy bles> 
sing we in,dividually or collectively enjoy. 
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Evidence for the crown. 

Thomas Dunn (swem). 
Examined by Mu Wood. 

a. I believe you are a weaver, and live at Manchester? 

A. Yes. 

g. Were you at any time introduced to any society at 
Mr. Walker's house tjiere? 

A. Ycs^ I v^as. 

g« Do you recollect when it was ? 

A, 1 bfdieve in the latter end of September in the year 
1792. 

g. Who was ybu introduced by? 

A. M* Galium and Smith, 

£. What was this society called? 

A, The Reformation Society. 

Q. What is become of M' Galium and Smith? 

A. I cannot tell; the last time I saw them they told me 
they were going to America* 

[2* What number of people, might there be when you 
was first introduced? 

A. Sometimes there were more, sometimes less; I can* 
not tell to the exact number. 

£. How many do you think there were the first time, 
when you were uitroouced by M' Galium and Smith? 

A. Perhaps fifty or sixty. 

g. Were you all in the same room, pr in different rooms ? 

A, In different rooms* 

(I. How many different rooms might you be in? 

A^ In two, as far as I can recollect, that night. 

g. What was going forward in these different rooms ? 

A. As far as I could see there were politics spoken of, 
and other men were learning discipline. 

g. What had they to learn their discipline with? 

A. Firelocks. 

Q, How many might there be learning their discipline ?v 

A. About six or seven. 

i^. Was that in the room in which they were talking 
politics ? 

A. No, in a different room. 

g. Do you recollect what sort of politics were talked? 

A. They were reading a paper; I cannot exactly tell 
the words ; the whole of the meeting was entirely with 
respect to a reformation in parliament ; the inotive was 
entirely that, as far as I could understand. 

C A. Did 
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g. Did you say the motive was entirely that ? 

A. Yes, as far as I could understand it that night. 

(2. How long might yt>u be thirc that night ? 

Am I cannot recollect the time ; 1 never stopped above 
an hour or two there, my employ called me that 1 could 
not come there before eight o^clock ; I commonly went 
back again to get home ab^t t&i. 

0. When was the next time you was there? 

A, I went there the Monday following. r 

0. Was Monday the day of meeting? 

A. Yes, the particular day. 

g. Did you see Mr. Walker at thtt time? 

A. Not the first day I did not; I saw him thc\^econd 
time. 

g; Where did you see him? 

A. I knocked at his door, and I met him at the door 
within the house. 

g. What did Mr. Walker say to you ? 

A, He wanted to know my business. I told him 1 wish- 
ed to go to the society; he said he perceived I "<yas an 
Irishman ; 1 sard, yes I was; he said, had I any account 
ftrbm Ireland lately, and how the Volunteers v/ere' going 
on ? I told him I thouj^ht they were goins on very pros- 
picrous ; upon that he jiist waved his band, arid said, wt 
would ovtrthrov) the constitution by and By; upcsn that I 
went up to the society room; there was a candle and can- 
dlestick in every passage up the stairs. 

g. Did you see any body there ? 

A, Yes, a great many people. 

g. How many do you suppose thifixe were at that time ? 

A, I think there might oe s^ove a hundred and Efty 
there that night. 

g. What were they doing? 

A. Some one thing, some another; there were about 
fifteen or sixteen under arms. 

g. What were they doing under arms ? 

A, Going through the manual exercise. 

g. Was there any bbdy there to instruct them in it ? 

An O yes, one Oliver Pearsall. 

g. Did Mr. Walker come among you ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Do you remember one Samuel Jackson ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Was he there at this time ? 

A. 1 don't know but he might come there. 

g. Do you know whether he was there or not ? 

A. I actually cannot tell whether I saw him there at that 
time or not. 

g. Was 
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^. Was there any thing done at that meeting except 
learning the exercise ? 

A, No. 

12- How long might you stay that night? 

A. Not very long, I never stopped vciy long, 

j^. Did you go again after that ^ 

A, Yes, very often. 

I2» Did you see Mr. Walker there ? 

A, Yes, every night ; I never missed Mr. Wsdker l^ut one 
night, 

(l» Did you ever hear Mr. Walker say any thing relative 
to what was going forward there about these people learn^ 
ing the use of arms ? 

A. I do not know what you mean. - 

1^. You have sai4> there were people there learning their 
exercise. 

A Yes. 

jj. Have you heard Mr. Walker say for what purpose it 
was? 
' A, Yes, I Ixave. 

0. What did he say? 

A, I have heard him say so far as this, that it was his in> 
tendon and the design was to forward and to aid the French, 
if they would land hore. 

jj. Do you know Cheetham? 

A, Yes, very well. 

jj. And Booth? 

A. Yes. 

5. Did you see them there? 
. Yes. 

0. And Paul? 

A, Yes, I saw him there, 

g. Did you see them there frequently, or only once, or 
twice ? 

A, Frequently. 

g. Did you see Collier there ? 

A. I did. 

g. Have you ever seen Jackson at any of these meetings ? 

A, O yes, he was a very great reader in politics. 

g. Did he read to the people that were there ? 

A. Yes. 

2. What sort of hooks might he read? 

A, Paige's Works, and a man, 1 fotget him now, ahd Coop- 
er's Reply to Mr. Burke's Invective, and other matters; he 
always had something new. 

g. Was it de(^lared what was the intent of this society ? 

A, 1 absolutely just will inform you, can<Btllv,in my-opi- 

tiioDj^far as I can learn, when I came to unaetstand my- 

^ . , self 
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self ptopciiy, that it was to overthrow the whole consitu- 
tion. 

g. Did you understand it so ? 

A, I understand it so now, but not at that time, 

(I, What did you understand then was the object and de- 
sign of this meeting ? 

A. I understood at that time that it was to serve poor peo- 
ple. 

0. How were the poor people to be served ? 

A, By association together, I thought, and to have so far 
as this to be neighbourly, and no further; I thought so. / 

(l» Did you ever hear any thing said about the Irish or 
the Scotch ? 

A. At what time ? 

g. At any of those^ meetings ? 

A, Yes, 1 did. 

g. What was said about them ? 

A, I recollect to hear a letter read, an address from the 
Vnited Irishmen to Scotland. 

(gf. Who read that ? * 

A. Mr. Paul I think, to the best of my recollection ; it 
was either he, or Jackson ; but however, Mr, Paul came out 
with these expressions, ^hich I will relate to the whole 
court ; the matter stood thus, when the letter was read I 
Cannot say, whether he or Paul mi|ht read it himsdf I can- 
not pretend to say, but Mr. Paul said, that if ever we should 
have a revolt, it would be from the Irish ; he says, I have 
. property in Ijreland myself, and he wondered the Irishmen 
there mentioned did not exert themselves more than they 
did do ; I happened to be the very next man to him, I said, 
i am an Irishman myself; he said, I know you are, he said, 
if ever we should have a revolt, it should ne through the 
Irish ; they have sent a deputy to Ireland as a King ; damn 
)iim, said he, and all Kings. 

2* ^^ y®^ remember Mr. Yorke — Henry Yorke ? 

A, Yes I do ; I will not pretend to say that I should know 
the man ; I never saw him but one night for about an hour. 

g. Who was he introduced by ? 

A. By Mr. Thomas Walker. 

g. What was he introduced for ? 

A. It was that very night that he happened to come, it 
happened to be very thin of people ; but howsoever he was 
introduced, and took by his arm into our place ; he was in« 
troduced as a Gentleman of the same principles; and all hands 
were put up that he should be the chairmap, . 
0. And did he take the chair i? 

4. He did. / . 

g. What did he say to you? 
'• ' ' ' '.••;.• .". ■ ■.-^.•He 
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A. He Ihen^ioned he was glad to see so many loyalists ; he 
-was glad to see so many friends ; he had just come from Shef- 
field ; he said he was only a short time from France ; that he 
lay a fortnight in Paine's house in Paris, At this time there 
were different opinions, with respect to whether they 
should draw up a petition to recommend for a reform ; he 
said, there was that height of petitions ('describing it J from 
Scotland and other parts. 

g. Pad he those petitions with him ? 

-A, No, ];e told us it was so in Sheffield, different copies ; 
he said nothing will do but a reform — a reformation then 
was clapped — he said, that he was going through the three 
kingdoms, to see what aid they could have to assist the 
French, if they should land here, 

Mr. Erskiiu. Repeat that over aiiin. 

A. To aid and assist, to know the aid that might be for 
the French. 

Mr. Wood. Did he say any thing about the number of 
French that might be expected? 

A, Fifty thousand. 
• 0. Were there a great many members present that 
nignt ? 

A. Not a great many, I cannot say the exact number ; 
there might be about fifty, it was a very wet night, I 
recollect that. 

g. Was there any exercises learned that night? 

A. Yes, there was. . . 

g. How many different meetings might you attend in 
all, think you ? 

A, I dare say forty or fifty, I can be safe upon that. 

g. Do you remember Benjamin Booth's being taken 
into custody ? 

>4. 1 do. 

g. Did vou apply to the society upon that occasion ? 

g. What was your application for him? 

A. To get him some money. 

g. Did you get any money for him ? 

A. There was some money got for hin\ that night. 

g. Do you remember being there at any other time, 
when there was any conversation about the King? 

A, Many times ; I do net suppose there w^s any night 
but there was something of that kind. 

g. Recollect something that was said about the King» 

A, Upon what night ? 

g. When any thing was fiaid about the King. • ^ 

A» I remember being there one night in particular} when 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Walker was speaking with respect to war; 
he disapproved of the war entirely, and he thought the 
ininistry was highly to blame, and the whole to involve us 
in a war. That he had seventeen million of money in the 
Bank of Vienna, 

Q, Who had seventeen million of money ? 

A. The King, in the Bank of Vienna, and he would 
not give one penny to serve the poor ; damn him, and all 
kings. He had a bit of paper in his hand ; he said, he 
womd as soon take his head off as he would that, and he 
tore the paper. 

g. Do you recollect how many people were present 
then ? 

A» I cannot pretendjto say how many there were. 

g. Did. you hear any thing said that Dight about Ire- 
land? 

^. I do not recollect I did. 

g. Did you hear him at any other time say any thing 
about Ireland? did you hear William Paul say any thing? 

A. I mentioned that ; I will say it over again, if yot^ 
please. 

g. Do so. 

A, There was an address of the United Irishmen to 
Scotland. 

. Q, You said that before ; do you remeijaber being at a 
meeting after the death of the late French K'mg ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Who was there thei^ ? 

A. Ajgood many. 

g. Was Collier there ? 

A. Y^s, he came in, we were discoursing the matter, 
and all rejoicing upon it ; he came into the place'; he thought 
he was the first, in one sense, to announce to the company 
that it was so ; he passed round, he damned him, and wished 
all kings were served so. 

g. Do you remember whether Jackson recommended 
any thing to the meeting ? 

A» He recommended every thing to be very candid, and 
keep every thing very secret, that we should be unanimous 
one to another. 

g. Did you go openly and publicly to Mr. Walker's 
house? 

A, No, kttcrly we went there as private as possible 
siiTcc. 

g. Which door did you go in at ? 

A. At the back d.oor. „\/ \, . • 
• g. Since what time was it that yhxi went privately ? 
'A, Since it was known so publicly, that we were called 

Painites, 
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Painites, when we were turned out of the public-houses, 
that we could not meet there. 

Q;, Then you went to Mr. Walkefs? 

A, Y^S, he opened that house for us. 

g. What door did you go in at ? 

A, The back door in general ; I never went in at the 
front door in my life, but at the second time. 

Q.^ Did others go in at the back door or not ? 

A. Some went in at the fronts some at the back 
door. 

g. What were you afraid of ? 

A: I was afraid, as much as any thing^ of the constables^ 

j^. 00 you know whether they were watching you or 
not? 

A,' I knew they were.. '*....'' 

2. What constables were watching. you.? . 

A, The different constables of the town ; I think, the 
deputy of Salford was watching us as much as any body» 
Mr. Walker sent out different men to watch them j there 
are men in the bar, that if they would, speak the truth, 
know they went out to watch them. " ■ , , 

Thontas Dunn. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Ershmcm 

Q, What is your Christian name ? ' ' 

A. Thomas Dunn^ 

g. Why do you call it your Christian name ? 

AL I was brought up by that. 
' g. Was you ever christened ? 

A, I hope so. 

(^. Then you forgot that circumslance foTMcrijh^o you 
hear me ? 

A. Yes. 

^ You forgot that circumstance onc€ of ydur having 
been christened. 

A, Have I ? how long since } 

^ Do you remember ever having been asked the cfues^ 
tion ? 

A^ I remember you asked me what ttly name was, and I 
answered you that my name was Thomas Durni. 

^ Was you never asked at any other time, and by any 
body else ? ^ 

A, Very well, and suppose I choose to tell this or that. 

^ But you happenea to be upon your oath at the time 
I am speaking of. 

A. i an» speaking now, that my.namd is Thomas Dunn, 

and 



( i6 ) 

and upon my oath I am speaking, I know what you are 
upon Mr. Erskine ; I ttW you in this place, that I defy 
you, though the learned Mr. Erskine is come down here to 
insult me* 

Mr. Justice Heath, You must behave properly. 

A. I have served his Majesty for years, and would serve 
him to day ; is Mr. Erskine to disprove my name ? 
. Mr. Justice Heath. You must not put youirself in a 
passion, but behave decently. 

Mr. Erskine, I wish this worthy gentleman may be left to 
himself, subject only to your Lordship's interposition when 
he misbehaves. You will find I am not so easily put 
out, as you fancy ; therefore I will resume my question 
again : Was you never asked, when you was sworn to 
speak the trutn, whether you had been christened or not, 
and what answer did you give ? 

A, No, liever in my life. 
' ^ Do youmeail to swear, that such a question was never 
put to you in a court of justice, when you came forward to 
convict one of these innocent men that you are now a 
witness against ? 

A, Innocent ! 

^ That his Lordship and the Tury are to try. Was that 
question ever put to you, and did you give it anv, and 
what answer ? 1 am in no hurry ; his Lordship will have 
the goodness to wait for you. 

A. If you will speak the words over again. 

^ Was you never asked, when sworn upon the Gos- 
pels to speak the truth, whether you were christened or 
no, and what answei: did you give ? 

A, I tell you I never was in my life. 

P. Never was what ? 

2f, 1 never was asked whether I was christened or not*. 

P. You can read, I take it for granted ? 

A, No^ J cani neither read nor writs. 

^ There is something wrote ud there, ("opposite the fu>it* 
ness box J which otherwise I woiud have recommended to 
your perusal i? 

A, 1 am quite an illiterate man* 

^ Who was it that told you I was come down here for 
the purpose of insulting you ? 

"A^ What, Mr. Erskine. 

^ You seem perfectly familiar with my name. 

A. Yes. and I know your person too. 

* ^ '^ ^ Who 

* WKen Benjamin Booth wu convicted at the Manchester Setsioiu* 
upon Dunn's sole evidence^ Dunn was asked if he had ever been baptized i to 
which he replied in the negative. 

f (» Thou slialt not bear fi^sc witness against thy neighbottr." 
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^ Who told you that ? 
A. No gentleman here told me* 
^ How came you to know ? 

A. I was acquainted the night bcfote last where you 
lodged at Preston. 
9. Who told you so? 

A. The landlord, that you and Mr. Walker were there 
togetheh 
^ You never knew any thing of me before that ? 

A. O yes, I saw you before ; I know more of you than 
you fancy. 
^ Did you ever see me before or not ? 

A» I saw your picture. 

^ That is aU? • 

A. Yes. ^ 

^ Was that all you meant when you said you knew 
tnore of me than 1 fancied ? 

A. No, I could tell you more. ('Here Mr. Justice Heath 
inttrrupted Mr. Erskine by laying we have nothing to do with 
thistj 

^ It was in the month of September you first went to 
this meeting ? 

A. I do not know but it might. 

^ Do you mean to swear that it was ? 

A. No, I do not mean to swear about it. 

^ Do you know what month it was in ? 

^. No. 

^ Do you know what year it was in ? 

A. In 1792. 

^ Do you remember the riot at Manchester ? ^ 

Al Yes. 

^ When Mr. Walker's house was surrounded and at- 
tacked 7 

A. I remember to have heard of it, 

^ Was it before or after that ? 

A. After. 

J^ You are certain of that ? 

A, Very certain. " / 

^ The first time you <vas at this society was after the 
riot ? 

A. Yes. 

^ How long do you think it might be after the not, 
some weeks, was it not ? 

A, I think it was a few days. 

^ Are you quite sure it was after the riot? 

A. Yes. 

P. And you think about a few days ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Which society did you belong to ? 
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A. The Reformation Society. 

^ Was you elected into it^ or did you go upon the in- 
vitation of any body ? 

A, I went upon the invitation of one Smith and M^ 
Galium. 

^ Nobody else knew you thcrcj of course, that consti- 
tuted this society ? 

A. I knew two or three of them when I went in, 
j2. The rest were strangers to you ? 
A. Yes, 

1^. So much so, that you did not even know their 
names, nor they you ? 

A, I knew them by sight ; their names I did not know. 
2- At the next meeting you saw Mr. Walker? 
A. Yes. 

2- At the door of his house> I think you tell us, you ■ 
met him. Was he acquainted with you, or you with 
him? 

A, I never saw. the man in my life before, not to know 
him. . 

g* He found out that you were . an Irishman by your 
tongue, of course? 
A: Yes. 

(J. And asked your business ? 
A. Yes. 

2- You told him you were going to the society ? 
A. Yes. 

Were Smith or M* Galium with you at that time? 
No person but myself. 
Q, Then Mr. Walker knew nothing of you but what 
•you told him ? 
A. Just so. 

2* He asked you whether you had heard from Ireland 
lately about the Volunteers ? ^ 
A. Yes. 

2- And immediately upon that he rapped out what you 
told us a little while ago about the constitution ? 
A. Yes. 

ft. And then you wcht to the society, and Mr. Yorke 
took the chair? 

A. It was not that night that Mr. Yorke took the chair. 
d. How long after was it that Mr. Yorke took the chair? 
A, A very little time after. 

0. What passed the night of the day you saw Mr. 
Walker? • 

A. Nothing transpired more than was customary in the 
place. ' 

' g. You said it appeared to you the object of the meeting 
was a reform of parliament for the benefit of the poor ? 

A.l 
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-4. 1 thought so at the first go off, or I should never 
have joined it. 

2- You was not a man of those bad principleS| was 
you? 

A. I do not know what you may call bad principles. 

(J. You was not a man that would wish to Overthrow 
the constitution, was you ? 

A, No, I absolutely was not never to overturn it ; I 
think we never could have a better. 

12- So I think too. Then you always was of that mind? 

A, Yes, I was always of that principle. 

g. That it would be better to reform our constitution 
by petitions to partiament to reform it, than to overthrow 
it? 

A, Yes, but I never saw a design of that in our society. 

£• You never saw a design to overturn the constitu- 
tion ? 

A. No, I never saw any design, or the least motion mo- 
ved to petition parliament for a reform. 

2* How many times did you attend ? 

A. I cannot tell the number ; but I dare say forty or 
fifty. 

g. During all the time you met, what do you believe 
was the intention of these people? 

A. I believe-d at the first go off, that it was for a re> 
form ; that a petition might be sent up to parliament, for a 
reform in parliament ; then 1 perceived every thing that 
was to overthrow the constitution. 

S. How soon did you find out this? 
p I forsook it as soon as ever I found it out^ 

2» When you found that they did not mean a petition 
to parliament, you determined to have nothing more to do 
with it after thiat ? 

A, No. 

g. Then how 'came you ever to ^o again, when Mr. 
Walker, who vms at the head of it. told you before, when 
you went there the second time, that he would overlfhrow 
the constitution by and by ? 

^. I did not conceive the w6rd ; I was not absolutely 
up to that word ; I did not know the meaning of the word, 
till late. 

g. So, when he asked you how the Volunteers were 
going on, and you told him, very well, he said, we shall 
overthrow the constitution by and by ; what did you think 
he meant ? 

A, I did not know what he meant; T thought we might 
have a reform ; that was what I wanted. 

jg. You thought when Mr, Walker said, wc shall over- 
throw 
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throw the constitution by and by, that be meant a re- 
form? 
A. I did indeed, upon my oath, 

(2. When you heard him say, that he would think no more 
of cutting the King's head off, than he would of tearing a piece 
of paper, you still thought he was perfectly friendly to the 
constitution ? 

A. A letter was read with respect to the King of France ; 
I did not know but he might be guilty ; they had every in- 
formation from' France. 

g. I am not talking of the King of France. 
A. No, I am speaking that there were letters every night 
that the society met, coming^from France. I thought he 
was perfectly right. 

g. I am not speaking of the King of France, but of our 

King. When you heard M r. Walker say, that he should think 

no more, as you tell us, of cutting the King of England's 

. head off, than of tearing a piece of paper, how came you to 

go afterwards ? 

A, Many things might induce me. 

(^, You was always a Friend to the King and Constitu- 
tion? • • 

A. Yes I always served his Majesty, aiid will serve him 
still. . / 

j^. And always thought, till you left tb^ society, that they 
were people that lyieant well to government, and meant to re- 
form ? 

A. Yes. . 

g. You having served the King by sea and land, having 
fought for him, and being ready to fight for him again, how 
came you to go within the walls of that place, after hearing 
Mr. Walker make use of those expression? of him, and hear- 
ing those other persons talk in the manner you say that they 
did, of your own sovereign ? You attended forty or fifty 
times after that, you say ? ... 

4» Suppose I did, perhaps I went there to kam ; I don't 
knqjw what J might do, 

(J, After you had been present and heard, according to 
your own account, abominable treason against the chief ma- 
gistrate of the country, your own gracious Sovereign, vqu 
went there to learn, did you? Now when you heard Mr. 
Yorke say he was going through the three kingdoms, to 
know what force could be collected among the different 
societies, to bring in the French, and to aid them, if the 
French landed, how came you to go to this place as a lover 
of your King and country ? , . ' 

A, I own myself in a fault to attend them# 
l2- You said just now, you thought at first going off. they 

were 
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were good people, and you never left them till you found the 
contrary ; now did you leave them, did you voluntarily go 
and give any information about what you knew in this place, 
or did you not continue with the society as you began it, 
till ypu was taken iip and put in custody ? 
A. I was not put m custody, 
^. Was you taken up ? 
A. Yes, 

Q. You was arrested? 
A. Yes, 

g. Did you ever open your mouth, friend as you was to 
your King, and a lover of your country, after you heard 
these people damning the King every night for months, that 
the chairman stated ne would go round and collect force to 
destroy his Majesty, and bring in the French, did you ever 
utter one syllable of this till you was taken up and arrested? 
A* I was arrested, but not put in custody, . 
g. Was you not carried before a magistrate ? 
• A. I. was; I will acknowledge every thing that is lawful 
and just, 

Qj. So, all this time you was a perfect good friend to 
your King and country ? 
A. I had an opinion quite different a long time before, > 
g. In what ? 

A. Against what I saw ; I did not like the French ; I 
think if they were to come here, if we had the same as 
they are getting in France, we shouldit>e very bad. 
d. So we all think ; so you always did ? 
A, 1 did not always ; not for some little time, a very lit- 
tle time, 

2. I suppose you stayed in the society a great while after 
you saw all this ? 

A, No, I did not ; there was one or another hanging af- 
ter me t6 belong to the society. 

Qj. Did not you stay in the society, and attend the meet- 
ings, till you was taken up for distributing a paper ? 
A. It was a considerable time before that. 
i^. Had you never given an account of any thing you 
arc giving to-day, till after you was taken up and carried 
before a magistrate ? 
Ji. No. 

j2« You was never in prison ? 
A. No, never in my life, 
g. Nor threatened to be imprisoned ? 
A. No. 

g. What was you taken up for? — was not you threatened 
to be imprisonea for distributing a hand-bill, and was not 
you actually in custody ? 

A. What 
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-A What kind of hand-bill ? 

2* No matter what kind of hand^^bill ; were you not taken 
up and carried before Mr. Griffith? 

A» Yes. • ' 

2- Do you mean to say you was never in pmon upon that? 

^. No, he gave me any liberty I chose. 

g* Allowed you to go where you pleased ? 

A. Yes. 

£• Then you never was committed, was vou ? 

A. No. ^ 

C« Was not you in the New Bailey ? 

A. Yes. 

(J. How long ? 

A. A considerable time. 
, g. And yet not a prisoner ? 

Al I walked in and oiit as I pleased. 

(J. How came you to choose to be there ; what was vou 
therefor? ' 

A^ I was in dread, 

(J. Of what ? 

A. Of the opposite party ; I was in doubt whether they 
would not destroy me, ' 

• fi. Awd so you walked out when you pleased ? 

A^ Occasionally, when I saw my own opportunity. 

2* You might nave gone away where you would ? 

A. Certainly I might, 

g. How much drink had you the day you got into prison 
before you made your confession ? ' 

A^ I might have some drink. 

(2- Who gave it you ? 
' A. My own pocket. 

2« It was your own money, was it ? 

A. Yes. 

2« Nobody else gave you any ? 

A. No, unoh my oath ; that is plump. 

2- Noboay gave you any shrub ? 

A. Not that day. 

g. Who gave you the shrub the next day? 

A. Suppose a gentleman was so friendly as to give me a 
glass of shrub, is that any thing? 

g- I am not finding fault with it. Who was it ? 

A. I don't know whether that is to be answered or not. 

Mr. Law. Yes, it is. • 

Mr. Erskini. I do not wish to ^ess the gentleman, 

A. I got a glass of shrub, certainly ; I do not suppose 
that is any material matter. 

Mr, Justice HeatkJ You have nothing to do whether 
it is material or no ; answer the question. 

A. I 
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A. 1 got a glass of shrub from Mr. Griffith's houstf^ to 
be sure. 

£. Tell me whether I misunderstood you, or no, that 
you had served the King, you wish to serve him, you 
love him as every subject ought to love him, and that 
you heard M these expressions of danger to his authority 
mentioned in this place, then you must necessarily hav^ 
tlK)ught Mr. Walker a very dangerous and wicked man 
from this P 

A. I always thought him a good man. 

H. Not after that, did youi^ 

A. Yes. 

g. What I after you heard hhn say that he would think 
no more of breaking t^e oath which he had sworn to the 
King, that you think him a good man after that ; then yom 
think him a good man now, perhaps ? 

A, I hope there may be a reformation in him. 

0, You thought him then, no doubt, and think now, that 
he 15 a very wicked man ; but you hope, as every good man 
should, that there may be a reformation in him ? 

A. That is my hope. 

g. Have you always been of that way of thinking ; it is 
your wish lie should reform ; you are conscious of his wick- 
edness ; is that so? You know, if that be true, you have done 
nothing more than your duty to God and your country^ in 
the oath you have taken to-clay, and the oath you took be- 
fore the Gorand Jury^ you know t^t. 

A. i know tl»t very well. 

Q* You know you are bound to do it by every thing that 
is sacred ; if that be so, give me Leave to ask you how you 
came to be desirous of asking pardon of Mr. Walker for hav- 
ing wronged him, for having sworn falsely asainst him, be- 
lieving him to be what you tell my Lord and these Geritlc- 
^ men now : you nevcrpcrhaps asked him pardon for the oath 
you took before the Grand Jury ? 

A, Ntvpr in my lift, 

f. You never went down upon your knceS before him, 
begged for his forgiveness tor the crimes which you had 
committed to his prejudice ? 
A. Never ; nor I never will. 

g. You never said, did you, that you could never sleep 
until vou had done him justice, and that you was deter- 
mined to go that night to find him out ? 
-4. A^^, never in my life, 

g. Then, of course, ft is not true, that you went down 
upon your knee^ that you wept, and held your hands be- 
fore your fiace, when you confessed the perjury that you 
had committed? 

A. I 
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A. 1 don't know what you may say ; you may say just 
as you please. 

-, Q^, It is all a falsehood, and an invention, of mine. I came 
down here to insult ypii, and am keeping my word. 

A. Yes. 

(2. You never said that Mr. Walker never had been 
guilty of any of those crimes that you had imputed to 

A, No, I never did. 

(J. It is entirely false ? 

A. I allow it to be false, the greatest falsehood that ever 
was expressed in a court. 

(J. Have I understood you right, that three of them had 
dionned the King, at the early parts of the meeting, Mr. 
ifaul, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Jackson ? 

A, I do not recollect. 

1^. Then do you not recollect that Mr. Jackson or Mr. 
Paul, damn'd the King ? 

A, Yes, I do very well. 

1^. Mr. Collier damn'd the King ? 

A, Yes. 

d. Let us hear what he said. Collier is a good deal 
given to swearings is not he ? > 

A. I never heard him in my life swear before that ? 

fi. What did he say ? 

A, He came in, and walked round, and said, he is guil- 
lotined ; damn him, and all kinn! I -wish they were all 
guillotined *, I wish they were all served s^y^ he said. • 

• * / . Thomas Dti:nn, 

Re»6Xatnined by Mr. Wood. 

g. Was you introduced to Mr. Walker and his brother 
at any time lately? 

A, Yes, I was. 

^ When W2is that ? 

A. It was, I think, a fortnight this day. 

^ Who wiis it that brought you to them ? 

A, One Twiss. " . 

i^ Who is he ? 

A, He lives close by him. 

^ Is he a servant of Mr. Walker's ? 

A, He works for him, 1 think. 

^ When you was brought there to Mr« Walker, what 
did they say to you ? 

A» They did not say a great deal, only two or three 

words 
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words passed ; Richard Walker said he wondered I should 
deviate from my former principles, what he had taken mc 
to be, 

^ Was there only Thomas Walker there, and Richayd 
Walker, and Twiss ? 

A. I do not recollect any more. There were some 
words in the indictment, he said, that were not right, and 
I corrected them the next day. 

^ You mean the information, I suppose, 

Mr, Serjeant Cockell. What -has Richard Walker to do 
with Mr. Thomas Walker? ' 

Mr. Wood. Was Mr. Thomas Walker there ? 

A, He was. 

Mr. Erskiru, I have no objection to your asking him 
any thing about Richard Walker. 

^. Did you never go by the name of Litchfield ? 

A, No, never^, 

2- Where were these arms placed ? 

A. In the warehouse. 

Mr. Wood, How high was the warehouse ? 

A. Three or four stories high. 

(2* ^^ ^ considerable height ? 

^. Yes. 

)2- Could they shoulder their arms in it ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Erskine. Pretty near as high as this place ? 

4* Not quite. 

Thomas Kinnaston (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Topping. 

' C» You are, I believe, the deputy-constabk of Salford ? 

A. Vcs. 

^ And have been so some time ? 

A. Some years. 

(^. Do you remember at any time ip the months of Jan* 
wary and February last, watchipg about thp house of Mr. 
Thomas Walker ^ 

A. Yes, in the months of January and February >793> I 
did. V 

.^ You watched as a constable,, for the purpose of see- 
ing who went in and out there ? 

A. I did. 

£• At what time of the night have you used to watch 
there? • • 

A» I went a little after six, and generally stayed till 

^ Did you watch repeatedly during these months? 

£ A^ xeSj 
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A. Yes, 1 went frequently, once or twice a week, 

^. Upon the nights that you have used to v^tch there, 
once or twice a week, who have you seen go into Mr. 
Walker's house ? 

4. i saw a great number that I did not know. I saw 
the late witness, Dunn, go in. 

2. Have you seen M* Galium go in ? 
■ A, Yes. 

^ Did you knpw John Smith ? 

A. l^o. 

2» Do you know William Paul ? 

A» Yes, well. 

g. Have you seen him go in ? 

A. Yes. * 

g. Have you seen Samuel Jackson ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Cheetham? 

A. Yes. 

g. Oliver Pearsall ? 

A, Yes, I did not know him. at that time ; ( have since 
known his name. 

^ Benjamin Booth*? 

X Yes. 

P. Did you know Henry Yorke ? 

A.lio/ \ 

^ Do you know Dr. Collier ? 

A, He lives next door to Mr. Walker. 

^ You don't recollect whether you have seen him or not ? 

A. No. 

J^. Have you seen these peaple repeatedly go into Mr. 
Walker's upon the nights you have been watching ? 

A. I have, some of thetn many- times. 

P. Which door had they usea to go in at ? 

A. At the front door. 

P. Have you seen them come out ? 

Al Yes, I have seen them come out.' 

^ How had they used to come out ? 

A, At the same door. . ""^ 

Pk How were they admitted ?- 

A, A very gentle tap at the door; there appeared to me to 
be a servant attending at the door, who seemed to know their 
faces perfectly well, 

P. How long had they used to remain there4^. 

Ai From the time I saw them go in, to the tiaac of thci^ 
toming out, has been more than two hours; they sometimes 
came out and went in again. 

^ And sometimes stayed a longer, s^dmetimes a shorter- 
time, I suppose ? 

A. Y^s. 
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A. Yes. 

^ Have you seen various other persons besides the pcf- 
^ons you mentioned, go there ? 

A. I saw a great number of persons whom I did hot 
know. 

^ How many in number do you think you have Seen go 
in of an eveninff i 

A» I believe I have seen more than fifty. 

^ Were these tradesmen of the town that you were ac- 
quainted with^ or of the lower class of people r 

A. A great majority seemed to be of the lower class of 
people ; tney appeared to me a great majority to be mechanics 
of the lower order. 

J^ Did you never see them come in or go out at any door 
but at the front door ? 

A* 1 have seen people come out, but they might be his 
servants out of the warehouse, come out of the back door. 

P. You have seen people come oiit at the back door ? 

aI I have, but they might be Mr. Walker's servants for 
aught I know. 

Thomas Kinnastcnm 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant CocktU. 

^ Did you ever knock at the door ? 

A, I never did. 

^ Where might you stand at this time — ^you are rather 
hard of hearing ? 

Am I am. , 

^ How did you hear this very gentle tap ? 

Am J tons not deaf then, ' 

g. Was you close to the door ? 

A, There was a wall close to the door ; 1 leaned against 
that wall frequently. 

2. Did you know the persons of these men — had you 
seen them before ? 

Am Yes many times. 

2- Where had you seen them before ? - 



Am Frequently m the streets, 
g. Don't you know they had 
and till they got a room, it was held at Mr. Walker's ? 



Don't you know they had their clubs at public-houses, 



Am I never saw them at the public-houses ; I believe I 
should not have been admitted. 

g. Were those persons that you saw go into Mr. Walk- 
er's house,* members of the club ? 

Am I believe they were. 

g. They were prevented holding the clubs at the public- 
houses ? 

A. I 
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A. Ido not know that. * 

J2. You must Unow that. 
♦ A, No, I was not present. 

(2' Have not you seen the public advertisements appear- 
ing in the papers ? 

A^ I have. * 

Q, Do not you know that these clubs were transferred to 
Mr. Walker's house, till they could find some place at 
which to meet ? 

•^ ^. I do not upon my word ; I know the landlords sign- 
ed their names in the public papers, that they would not 
admit such clubs^ but I know nothing of the adjourn- 
ments. 

^ Do not you know, that after ^he landlords had so re- 
fused to receive them, at the desire of the magistrates, that 
they met at a private house, which was attacked by a mob 
and in a great measure destroyed? 
^A, No, I do not. • 

Thomas Kinnaston^ 
Re-examined by Mr. Topping. 

Sl^ You had not an opportunity, from the situation in 
which you was out of doors, of observing any thing that 
was going on above stairs ? 

A, No ; Mr. Walker's warehouse windows are in the 
yard at the back part of the house. 

End of the Evidence Jor the Croton^ 
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Mr. Erskine, 
Gentlemen of the Jury, 

I listened with the grcatkst attention (and in honour of my 
learned friend I must say with the greatest approbation] to 
much of his address to you in the opening of^ this Cause ; 
it was candid and manly, and contained many truths which 
1 have no interest to deny ; one in particular which in- 
volves in- it indeed the very principle of the defence, the 
value of that happy constitution of government which has 
ao long existed in this island : I hope in God that none of 
us will ever forget the gratitude which we owe to the 
Divine Providence, and, under its blessing, to the wisdom 
of our forefathers, for the happy establishment of law and 
justice under which we live ; and under which, thank 
God, my clients are this day to be judged : great indeed 
will be the condemnation of any man who does not feel 
and act as he ought to do upon this subject ; for surely if 
there be one privilege greater than anotner which the be- 
nevolent Author of our beings has been pleased to dis- 
pense to his creatures since the existence of the earth which 
we inhabit, it is to have cast our lots in such a country 
and in such an age as that in which we live : for myself, I 
would in spirit prostrate myself daily and hourly before 
heaven to acknowledge it, and instead of coming from the 
house of Mr. Walker, and accompanying him at Preston, 
(the only truths which the witness has uttered since he 
came into court) if I believed him capable of committing 
the crimes he is charged with, I would rather have gone 
into my grave than have been found as a friend under his 
roof. 

Gentlemen, the crime imputed to the defendant is a se- 
rious one indeed:— Mr. Law has told you, and told yo^ 
truly, that this indictment has not at all for its object to- 
condemn .or to question the particular opinions which Mr. 
Walker and the other defendants may entertain concerning 
the principles of this government or the reforms which 
the wisest governments may from time to time require r 
he is indeed a man of too enlarged a mind to think for a 
moment that his country can be served by interrupting 
the current of liberal opinion, or overawing the legal free- 
dom of English sentiment by the terrors of criminal prose- 
cution : he openly disavows such a system, and has, I 
think, even more than hinted to us that there may be sea- 
sons when an attention to reform nftiy be salutary, and that 
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every individual under our happy establishment has a right 
upon this important subject to think for himself. 

The defendants thereiore are not arraigned before youj 
nor even censured in observation, for having associate^ 
at Manchester to promote what they felt to be the cause 
of religious and civil liberty ; nor are they arraigned or 
c^psured for seeking to collect the sentiments of thdir neigh- 
bours and the public concerning the necessity of a reform 
in the constitution of parliament ; these sentiments and ob- 
jects are wholly out ot the question : but they arc charged 
with having unlawfully confederated and conspired to destroy 
and overthrow the government of the kingdom bv opew 
FORCi AND R E BE I.L I ON, and that to effectt his wicKed pur- 
pose they exercised the King's subjects with arms, per- 
verting that which is our birthright fot the protection of 
our lives and property to the malignant purpose of sup- 
porting the enemies of this kingdom in case of an invasion ; 
m order, as my friend has truly said, (for I admit the conse- 
quence if the fact is established,) in order to make our coun- 
try that scene of confusion and desolation which fills every 
man's heart with dismay and horror when he only reads or 
thinks of what is transacting at a distance upon tne bloody 
theatre of the war that now reigns in the world* This, and 
nothing different or less than this, is the charge which is made 
upon the defendants, at the head of whom stands before 
you a merchant of honour, property, dharacter, and re- 
spect ; who has long enjoyed the countenance and friend- 
snip of many of the wortniest and most illustrious persons 
in the kingdom, and wj^ose principles and conduct have 
more than once bcenjpublicly and gratefully acknowledged 
by the community of which he is' a member, for standing 
forth the friend of their commerce and liberties and the 
protector of the most essential privileges which English* 
men can enjoy under the laws. 

Gentlemen, such a prosecution agajnst such a person 
%ught to have had a strong foundation; and, indeed, 
putting private justice and all respect of persons wholly 
out of the question, should not, but upon the most clear 
conviction and the most urgent necessity, have been insti- 
tuted at all : we are, at this moment in a most awful and 
fearful crisis of affairs ; we are told authentically by the 
Sovereign from the throne that our enemies in France arc 
meditating an invasion, and the kingdom from one end to 
another is putting in motion to repel it : — in such a state 
of things, and when the public transactions of government 
and justice in the two countries pass and repass from one 
another as if upon thp wings of the wind, is it a politic 
thing, to prepare this ^KJlepin array of justice upon such a 
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dangerous subject without a reasonable foundation, or rat-* 
ther without an urgent call, and at a time too when it is 
our common interest that France should believe us to be 
what we are and ever have been, one heart and soul to pro- 
tect our country and our constitution ? — ^Is it wise or pru- 
dent, putting private justice wholly out of the question, 
that it should appear to the councils of France, apt enough 
to exaggerate advantages, that the judge representing the 
government in the northern district of this kingdom should 
be sitting herein judgment in the presence of all the gen- 
tlemen whose property lies in the country, assemMed, I 
observe, upon the occasion, and very properly, to witness 
so intercsti^ig a process, to trace and to punish the exist- 
cncc of a rebellious conspiracy to support an invasion 
from France? A conspiracy not existing in a single district 
alone, but maintaining itself by criminal concert and cor- 
respondence in every district, town, and city in the king- 
dom ; projecting nothing less than the utter destruction 
and subversion of all the authorities of the country ; 
Good God! can it be for the interest of government that 
such a state of this country should go forth ?— Unfortu- 
nately the rumour and effect of this day*s business will 
spread where the evidence may not travel with it to serve' as 
an antidote to the mischief; for, Certainly it never will nor 
can be believed in France, or in Europe, who know the 
spirit of our laws, what we are witnesses to to-day ;-— if 
never will be credited that tU this serious process has no 
foundation either in fact or probability, and that it stands 
upon the single evidence of a common soldier, or rather ft 
common vagabond, discha^ed as un&t to be a soldier ; » 
wretch, lost to every sense of God and religion, who avo^vS|' 
, that he has none for either, and- who is incapable of'obV 
serving even common decency as a witness in the court j 
this will never be believed, and the country, whose 
best strength at home and abroad is the opinion and con&* 
dence of soundness in all its members, will suffep from the 
credit which government w.ill receive for the justice o| 
this proceeding. 

What then cian be more beneficial than that you should 
make haste as public and private men to undeceive the 
woxid, to do justice to your fellow^ subjects, and vindicate 
your country :— what can be more beneficial than that you, 
as honest men, should upon your oaths pronounce and re- . 
cord by your verdict, that however Englishmen may differ 
in religious opinions, which in such a land of thinking 
ever must be the case ; that however they may separate in 
political speculations as to the wisest and best formation of 
f house dr commons ; that though some may think highly 
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of the cliurch and its establishment, whilst others, but 
with equal sincerity, prefer the worship of God with other 
ceremonies^ or without any ceremonies ; that though some 
may think that it is unsafe to touch^the constitution at thi& 
particular moment, and some that at no time it is safe to 
touch it, while others think that its very existence depends 
upon immediate reformation, and that this is of a)l seasons 
the wisest for men of rank and property, while yet they 
have authority and influence, to employ these high trusts 
of high station for the universal good ; what can be more 
^nefiiiial than that your verdict should establish that 
though the country is thus divided u|>on these political 
subjects, as it ever has been in every age and period of our 
history, yet that we all recollect that we live in the land 
which our fathers have left us as an inheritance, that we all 
know and feel we have one common duty and one common 
interest, and that we are all ready (o stand or fall by our 
country : this will be the language of your verdict what- 
ever you yourselves may think upop th^se topics connected 
with, but sjtill collateral to the cause :^--whether ypu shall 
approve or disapprove of the opinions or objects of the de* 
fendants, I knpw that you will still with one mind revoU 
'with indigpation at the evidence you have heard, when you . 
shall haye heard also the observations I have to make upon 
it, and, what is f^ more important, th^ facts I shall bring . 
lor ward to en<;ounter it ; to these last words ' X beg your 
particular attention; I say when ypu shall hs^r the facts 
^fith which J 'mean tp encounter tfie evidence^ "hccsuxse my 
Earned friend has supposed that I had nothing with which 
Ip support the paus^i out by railing at his witness and en- 
^avouring to traduce his character by calling others to re- 
pit>ach it: ne has $aid th^t I pould encounter his testimony 
by no one fact, but that he had only to apprehend the. influ- 
ence which my address might have upon you ; as if I, an . 
u^ter stranger here, could have any possible weight or in-r 
fluence, to oppose to him who has been so long known and 
]|i.onoured in this place. 

But although my learned friend seems to have expected 
fto adverse evidence, he appears to have been apprehensive 
lor the credit and consistency of his own ; for he has told 
you that we have drawn this man into a lure not uncomr 
xnon for the purpose of entrapping witnesses into'a cout 
tradiction of testimony ; that we have ensnared him into 
the company of person^ who have d^awn hipd in by in- 
siduous Questions, and written down what he has beeij 
made to aeclare to them in destruction of his original evi* 
dence, for the wicked purpose of attacking the sworn tes« 
timony pf truth and cutting down the ^ons^cquepces ^vhicl^ 
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wbuld have followed from it to the defendants. If such a 
scene of wickedness has been practised it must be known 
t6 the witness himself, yet my learned friend will '^recol- 
lect that though he made this charge in his hearing before 
his ei^amlnation, he has positively denied the whole of it ; 
for I put it to him point by point, pursuing the openinf as 
my guide : the witness denies that he has been drawn into 
any lure f he dehies that any trap has been laid for him ; 
he denies that he has been asked any questions by any 
body ; — if I am mistaken I desire to be corrected, and par- 
ticularly so by my learned friend, because I wish to state 
it as it is ; — ^he has then denied all these'things ;. he has 
further sworn that he never acknowledged to Mr. Walker 
that he had wronged or injured him, or that the evidence 
he had given against him was false ; that he never had 
gone down upon his knees in his presence, to implore his 
forgiveness ; that he never held his hands before his face 
to hide the feai-s that were flowing down his face in the 
moment of contrition, or of terror at the consequence of 
his crimes : all this he has positively and repeatedly sworn 
in answer to questions deliberately put to him; and instead 
of answering with doubt or as trying to recollect whether 
any thing approaching such a representation had happened, 
he put his hands to his sides and laughed, as you saw, at 
me >vho put the questions, With that sneer of contempt 
and insolence which has accompanied the whole of his e- 
vidence, on my part at least of his examination : — if nothing 
therefore was at stake but the destruction of this man's 
evidence and \^th it the prosecution which rests for its 
whole existence upon it, I should proceed at once to con- 
found him with testimony, the truth of which my learned 
friend himself will I am sure not bring into question ; but 
as I wish the whole conduct of my clients to stand fairly 
before you and not to rest merely upon positive swearing 
destructive of positive testimony, and ajs I wish the evi- 
dence I mean to bring before you and the falsehood of that 
which it opp6ses to be cleariy understood, I will state to 
you how it has happened that this Strange prosecution has 
come before you. 

The town of Manchester has been long extremely divi- 
ded in religious and civil opinions, and while I wish to 
vindicate those whom 1 represent in this place I desire not 
to inflamd^differences which I hope in a short season will 
be forgotten ; I wish on the contrary that every thing 
which proceeds from me may be the means of conciliating 
rather than exasperating dissentions which have already 
produced much mischief and which perhaps but for the 
lesson of to-day might have produced much more. ' 

F Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, you all know thai there have been for centu- 
ries past in this country various sects of Christains wor- 
shipping God in different forms, and holding a diversity of 
religious opinions ; and that the law has for a lor^g sez^son 
deprived numerous classes, even of his Majesty's protestant 
subjects, of privileges which it confers upon the rest of 
the public, setting as it were a mark upon them and keep- 
them below the level of the community by shutting them 
ojLit from offices of trust and confidence in the country : 
whether these laws be wise or unwise, whether they ought 
to be continued or abolished, are questions for the legisla- 
ture and not for us ; but thus much I am warranted in say- 
ing, that it is the undoubted privilege of every man or clasp 
of men in England, to petition parliament for the removal of 
any system or law, which either actually does aggrieve or 
which is thought to be a grievance :" Tinpressed with the sense 
of this inherent privilege this very Cpnstitutional Society, 
which is supposed by my learned friend the attorney general 
to have started up on the breaking out of the war with France, 
for the purpose of destroying the constitution, this very so- 
ciety owed its birth to the assertion of this indisputable 
birth right of Englishmen, which the authors of this prose- 
cution most rashly thought proper to stigmatize and resist. 
It is well known that in 1790 tne Dissenters in the differ- 
ent parts of the kingdom were solicitous to bring before 
pirliament their application to put an end for ever to alj 
divisions upon religious subjects,, and to make us all, what 
I look forward yet to see us, ope harmonious body, living 
like one family together ; it is also well remembered with 
what zeal and eloquence that great question was managed 
in the House of Commons by Mr, Fox ; and the large ma- 
jority with which the repeal of the Test Acts was rejected ; 
it seems therefore strange that the period of this rejection 
should be considered as an^Era either of danger to the church 
or of religious triumph to Christians ; nevertheless, a large 
body of gentlemen and others at Manchester, whose mo- 
tives I am far from wishing to scrutinize or condemn, consi- 
dered this very wish of the Dissenters as injurious to their 
rights, and as dangerous to the church and state ; they 
published advertisements expressive of these sentiments, and 
the rejection of the bill in the commons produced a society 
stiled the Church and King Ciub, which met for the first 
time to celebrate what they called the glorious decision of 
the House of Comtnons in. rejecting the prayer of their 
dissenting brethren. 

Gentlemen, it is not for me to say, that it was unjust or 
impolitic in parliament to reject the application ; but 
surely I may without offence suggest, that it was hardly a 
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fit subject of triumph that a great number of fellow-subjects, 
amounting I believe to more than a million in this country, 
had miscarried in an object which they thought beneficial, 
and which they had a most unquestionable right to submit to 
the government under which they lived; yet fot this cause 
alone, (Franceand every other topic of controversy being yet 
unborn,) was the Church and King held forth to be in 
danger; a society instituted for their protection, and an 
uniform appointed with the church of Manchester upon 
its button. 

Gentlemen, without calling for any censure upon this 
proceeding, but leaving it to every man's own reflection, is 
It to be wondered at or condemned, that those who thought 
more largely and liberally on subjects of freedom both civil 
and religious, Jjut who found themselves persecuted for 
sentiments and conduct the most avowedly legal and con- 
stitutional, should associate for the support of their rights 
and privileges as Englishmen, and assemble to consider 
hov^ they might best obtain a more adequate representation 
of the people of Great Britain in parliament/ 

Gentlemen, this society continued with these objects in 
view until the issuing of the proclamation against Repub-' 
licans and Levellers, calling upon the magistrates to exert 
themselves throughout the kingdom to avert Some danger 
with which it seems our rulers thought this kingdom was 
likely to be visited ; of this danger or the probability of it 
cither generaUy or at Manchester in particuldr my learned 
friend has given no evidence from any quarter but that of 
Mr, Dunn ; he has not proved that theie has been in any 
one part of the kingdom any thing which could lead govern- 
ment to apprehend that meetings existed for the purposes 
pointed at ; but that is out of the question ; government 
had a right to think for itself and to issue the proclamation ; 
the publicans however (as it appears upon the cross exami- 
nation of the witness), probably directed by the magistrates, 
thought fit to shut up their houses opened by immemorial 
law to ajl the King's subjects, and to refuse admission to all 
the gentlemen and jtradesmen of the town who did not asso- 
ciate under the banners of this Church and King Club: 
this illegal proceeding was accompanied with an advertise- 
ment containing a vehement libel against all those persons 
who under the protection of the laws thought themselves 
as much at liberty to consider their various privileges, as oth- 
ers were to maintain the establishment of the church. Upon 
this occasion Mr. Walker honourably stood forth, opened 
his house to tjiis constitutional society at a time when they 
must otherwise have been in the streets by a combination of 
the publicans to reject them. Now, Gentlemen, 1 put it to 
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vou as tnpn of honour,, whether it can.be justly attributed tp 
Mr. Walker as seditious or hostile to the hberties of his 
country, that he opened his house to a society of Gentlen^en 
and tradesmen, whose good principles he was acquainted 
with, who had been wantonly opposed by this Church and 
King Club, whose privileges tney had never invaded or ques- 
tioned, and against whom, in this day of trial, there is no 
man to be found who can come forward to impeach an ac^ 
they have done, or a syllable they have uttered : vehement as 
the desire most apparently has been to bring this Gcntlcnjan 
and his associates as they are called to justice, yet not one 
magistrate, no man of property, part or figure in this town 
or its neighbourhood, no person having trie King's autho- 
rity in Manchester or the countv, have appeared to prove 
one fact or circumstance from wnence even the vaguest sus- 
picion could arise, that any thing criminal had been intend- 
ed or transacted : no constable who had ever been sent t9 
guard lest the peace, might be broken or to make enquiries 
for its,preservation ; not a paper seized thtougbout England, 
nor any other prosecution instituted except upon the evi- 
dence of the same njiserable wretch who stands befojc yoU, 
but the town, neighbourhood, and county, were in the same 
profound state of tranquillity as it is at the moment I am ad* 
dressing you. 

Gentlemen, at the time parliament assembled at the end 
of 1792, previous to the commencement of the war. these 
unhappy differences were suddenly ' (and as you will sec 
from no fault of Mr. Walker's) brought to the crisis which 
produced this trial : a meeting was held in Manchester to 
prepare an address of thanks to the King for having em- 
bodied the militia during the recess of parliament, ar{a fo^ 
having put the kingdom into a posture of defence ; apd I 
do not seek to question the measure of government which 
gave rise to this approbation or the approbation itself 
which they had a right to bestow ; but otners had ^n equal, 
right to entertain otner opinions ; on all public pleasures 
the decision undoubtedly 1$ with government, but the peo- 
ple at the same time have a right to think upon them an4 
to express what they think ; — surely war of all o^her syb* 
jects as one which the people haye a right to consider |. 
surely it can be no offence for those whose properties were 
to be taxed and whose inheritances were to be lessened by 
it, to pause a little upon the eve of a contest, the ^nd of 
which no man can foresee, the expences of which no man 
can calculate, nor estimate the blood to flow from its cala« 
mitics ; surely it is a liberty secured tp us by the fijrst PPn-^ 
<;iples of our constitution to address the $9yerei|;n| or in* 
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sivujpt our representatives, to avert the greatest evil that 
i;ap impend over a nation. 

Gentlemen, one of those societies called the Reformation 
Society met to exercise this undoubted privilege, and in 
fpy mind upon the fittest occasion that ever presented it- 
self ; yet mark the moderation of Mr, Walker whose vio- 
lence is arraigned before you : though he was no member 
pf that body, and though ne agreed in the propriety of the 
p^asure in agitation, yet he went to their meeting, sug- 
gested to them that their opposition might be njade a pre* 
tence for tumult, that tranquillity in such a crisis was by 
every nieans to be promoted, and therefore advised them 
to abstain from the meeting ; so that the other meeting was 
left to carry their approbation of government and the war^ 
without a dissenting voice: if ever therefore there was a time 
when the Church and King might be ^d to be out of 
danger at Manchester it was at this moment ; yet oti this 
yery day they hoisted the banners of alarm to both,* they 
paraded with them through every quarter of the town ; 
mobs by degrees were collected, and in the evening of this 
very eleventh pf December Mr. Walker's hou«e and others 
.were attacked ; you will observe that i)efore this day no 
man has talked about arms at Mr. Walker's :-— if an honour^, 
iblc gentleman upo^i the Jury who has been carefully 
vij^vag i^otes of the evidence will haye the goodness to re- 
fer to them, he will fipd that '\t was not till near a week after 
^hiS| (so Dunn expresses it,) that a single firelock had been 
seen, nor indeed does any part of the evidence go back be^ 
yond this time, vhen Mr^ Walker's house was thus suroundi- 
ed and attacked by a riotous and disorderly mob. He was 
aware of the probable consequences of such an attack, he 
knew by the recent /Example of .Binningham what he and 
Others professing sentiments of freedom had to expeet ; h^ 
therefore got together a few gre^anns, which be had long had 
publicly b)r him, and an inventory of which with the ^est 
yf bis furniture at Barlow-Hall had been taken by a swora 
appraiser, long before any thing connected with this indict^ 
Qient had 4a existence ; with these, and the assistance of a 
few steady friends, he stood upon his defence ; he. was adr 
vised indeed to retire for safety, but knowing his own innp- 
pence, apd recollecting the duty he owed to himself, his fa^ 
valy and the public, he declared he would remain there to 
fupport the laws and ^o defend his property ; and that hf 
would perish rather than surrender those privileges which 
every member of the community is bound both from interr 
9St and duty to maintain :— *to alarm the multitude he fired 
frwn the windows over their heads, and dispersed them ; 
1^^ nf |E( inprning they assembled in very great numbers be- 
fore 
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fore his house, when a man got upon the church-yard wztiy 
and read a most violent and inflammatory paper, and ha- 
rangued and incited the populace to pull the house down; 
Mr, Walker went out amongst them, and expostulated with 
them, and asked why they had disgraced themselves so much 
by attacking him the night before, adding that if he had 
done any or them or any person whom they knew any in- 
jury, he was, upon proof oi it, ready to make them every sa- 
tisfaction in his power— he alio told them, that he had fired 
tipon them the night before because they were mad as well a^ 
drunk, t^at if they attacked him again, he would under the 
^me circumstances act, as he had before done, but that he 
was then alone and unarmed in the midst of them, and if he 
had done any thing wrong they were then sober and had 
him completely in their power. 

Gentlemen, this was most meritorious conduct. You all 
live at a distance from the metropolis and were probably 
therefore fortunate enough neither to be within or near it 
in 1780, when from beginnings smaller than those which ex- 
hibited themselves at Birmingham, or even at Manchester, 
the metropolis of the country, and with it the country it- 
self, had nearly be«n undone ; the beginning of these things 
is the season tor exertion ? I shall never indeed forget what 
I have heard the late mild and, venerable magistrate Lord 
Mansfield say upon thfs subject, whose house was one of 
the first attacked in London ; I have more than once h^ard 
him say, that perhaps some blame might have attached upon 
himself and others in authority, for their forbearance in not 
having directed force to have been at the first moment repels 
cd by force, it being the highest humanity as a check in the 
infancy of tumults. \ 

Gentlemen, Mr. Walker'sj conduct had the desired effect : 
he watched again on the 1 3th of December, but the mob re- 
turned no more, and next morning the arms were locked up 
in a bed chamber in his house where they have remained 
ever since, and where of course they never could have been 
seen by the witness whose whole evidence commences above 
a week subsequent to the 11th of December when they 
Were finally put aside. 

Gentlemen, this is the genuine history of the business^ 
and it must therefore not a little surprize you that when the 
charge is wholly confined to the use of arms, Mr. Law should 
not even have hinted to you that Mr. Walker's hodse had . 
been attacked, and that he was driven to stand upon his de- 
fence; as* if such a thing had never had an existence; in- 
deed the armoury which must have been exhibited in such 
a statement would have but ill suited the indictment or the 
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<nridence, and / must therefore undertake the descri{/iion of 
it myself. 

The arms having been locked up as I told you in the,bcd- 
chamber, I was shewn last week into this house of conspi- 
racy, treason, and death, and saw exposed to view the 
mighty armoury which was to level the beautiful fabrick of 
our constitution, and to destroy the lives and properties of 
seven millions of people ; it consisted Erst of six little 
swivels purchased two years ago at the sale of Livesey, Har* 
grave, and Co. (of whom we have all heard so much) by 
Mr* Jackson a gentleman of Manchester, wno is also one of 
the defendants, and who gave them to Master Walker a boy 
about ten years of age ; swivels you know are guns so caU 
kd because they turn upon a pivot, hut these were taken 
off their props, were painted, and put upon blocks resem* 
bling carriages of heavy cannon and in that shape may bt 
fairly called childrens toys; you frequently see them in the 
neignbourhood of London adorning tne houses of sober citi- 
zens, who, strangers to Mr, Brown and his improvements, 
and preferring grandeur 19 taste, place them upon their ram- 

fiarts at Mile-End or Islington: having been, like Mr. Dunn, 
I hope I resemble him iii nothing else) having like him 
served his Majesty as a soldier f and I am ready to serve 
again if my country's safety should require it) I took a closer 
review of all I saw, and observing that the muzzle of one of 
• them was broke off I was curious to know how far this fa- 
mous conspiracy had proceeded and whether they had come 
into action, when I found the accident had happened on 
firing a/icu dejou upon his Majesty's happy recovery, and 
that they had been afterwards fired upon the Prince of Wales* 
birth day. These are the only times that in the hands of 
these conspirators, these cannon big with destruction had 
opened their little mouths ; once to commemorate the indul- 
gent and benign favour of providence in the recovery of the 
Sovereign, and once as a congratulation to the Heir apparent 
of his crown on the anniversary of his birth, 

1 went next, under the protection of the master general 
of this ordnance (Mr. Walker's chambermaid), to visit the 
rest of this formidable array of death, and found next a 
little jnusketoon about so high, f describing it J I put my 
thumb upon it, when out started a little bayonet like the 
Jack-in-a-^box which we buy for children at a fair ; In short, 
not to weary you gentlemen, there was just such a parcel of 
arms of different sorts and sizes as a man collecting amongst 
his friends, for his defence against the sudden violence of a 
riotous multitude, might be expected to have collected; 
here lay three or four rusty guns of different dimensions, and 
here and there a bayonet or broad-sword covered over with 

dust 
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dust so.as to be atinost undistingutshable; fot ncirtMrithstilht!- 
ing what this infamous wretch has sworn, we willpirovcbry 
witacssafter wititcss, till you desire us to finish, that they were 
principally collected on the 1 1 th of December, the day of th6 
riot, and that from the i2th in the evening, or the loth in 
the morning, they have been untouched as I have £^^ii* 
bed them ; that their use began and ended with the ntees* 
«ity, and that ftonx that time to the present there never ha* 
been a fire-arm in the xnfarehouse of any sort or descriptibii ; 
this is tWe wholp on which has been built a proceeding whieh 
thight have brought the defendants to the punishment of 
death, for both the charge and the evidence aiiiount to high 
treason, high treason indeed under almost e^^ery brantb bf the 
statute ; for the facts amount to levying war against the King 
by a conspiracy to wrest by forcJc the government oiit of hi^ 
hands ; to an adherence to Ine King's enemies, and to a c6mpk$- 
sing of his death, which is a necessary consequence of an ifti 
vadihg army of republicans or of any other enemies of the state; 
yet notwithstanoing the notoriety of these facts, the un- 
named prosecutors Jand indeed I am afraid to slander any 
man or body of men by even a guess upon the subject) hav^ 
been beating up as for volunteers, to procure another witne^i 
to destroy the lives of the gentlemen before you, against ma- 
ny of whom warrants for high treason were issued to appre- 
hend them ; Mr. Walker among the rest was the subject of 
such a warrant, and as soon as he knew it, he behaved (as h^ 
has throughout) like a man and an Englishman : he Wrote 
Immediately to the Secretary of State who was summoned here 
to-day, and whose absence 1 do not complain of, because v/t 
have by consent the benefit of his testimony ; he wrote threft 
letters to Mr. DundaS, one of which was delivered by Mr. 
Wharton, informing him that he was in London on his bu- 
siness as a merchant ; that if any warrant had been issued 
against him he was ready to meet it, and for that purpose 
delivered his address where it might be executed* : thisMt^ 
Walker did when the prosecutors were in search of another 
witness, and when this Mr. Dunn was walking like a tame 
sparrow through the New Bailey, fed at the public or some 
other expence, and suffered to go at large, though arrested 
upon a criminal charge and sent into custody under it. 

And to what other circumstances need I appeal for the 
purity of the defendants, than that under the charge of a 
conspiracy extensive enough to comprehend in its tran- 
sactions (if any existed) the whole compass of England, 
the tour of which was to have been made by Mr. Yprke, 
there has not been one man found to uttet a syllable 
about them, ho not one man, thanks be to God, wlio 
has so framed the characteristics of Englishmen, except 

the 
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the: sclitary infamous witness before you j who from what 
I have heard since I began to address you, may have spokca 
the truth when he claimed my acquaintance, as I have rea- 
son, to think he has seen me before in a criminal court of 
justice^ 

Having now for the satisfaction of the defendants rathey 
than from the necessity of the case, given you an account of 
their whole proceedings as I shall establish them by proof, 
let us now examine the evidence that has been given against 
them^ and see how the truth of it could stand with reason or 
probability, supposing it to have been sworn to by a witness 
the most respectable. a 

According to Dunn's own account, Mr, Walker had not 
been at the first meeting, so that when he first saw Dunn 
he did not know either his person or his name, he might 
have been a spy (God knows there are enow of them) and 
at that season in particular, informers were to be expected, 
Mr. Walker is supposed to have said to him ** What is your 
" business here ?** to which he answered " I am going to 
" the society," which entitled him at once, to admission 
without further ceremony ; there was nobody to stop him, 
was he asked his name ? was he balloted for ? was he quesr 
tioned as to his principles? No, he walked in at once, but 
first it seems Mr. Walker, who had never befo;:e seen him^ 
enquired of him the news from Ireland (observing by his 
voice that he was an Irishman) and asked what the Volun- 
teers were about, as if Mr, Walker could possibly suppose 
that such a person was likely to have been in a correspon- 
dence with Ireland which told him more than report must 
have told every body else ; Mr. Dunn tells you indeed he 
Was no such person, he was a friend, as he says, to the 
King and Constitution which Mr. Walker would have found 
by asking another question, but without further enquiry- 
he is supposed to have said to him at once, '^ we shall 
" overthrow the constitution by and by," which the mo- 
ment Dunn had heard, up walked that affectionate subject 
of our Sovereign Lord the King into Mr. Walker*s house 
where the constitution was to be so overthrown ; but then 
he tells you he thought there was no harm to be done, that 
it was only for the benefit of the poor, and the public good ; 
but how could he think so af t$r what he had that moment 
heard? but he did not know it seems what Mr. Walker 
meant. Gentlemen, do you collect from Mr. Dunn's dis- 
course and deportment to-day that he could not tell but 
that a man meant good when he had. heard him even ex- 
press a wish to overthrow the government ; would you pull 
a feather out of a sparrow's wing upon the oath of a man who 
swears that he believed a person to have been a good subject 
• ~^ G in 
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in the very moment he was telling him of an intended re- 
bellion ? But why should I Hght a phantom with argument ? 
Could any man but a driveller, have possibly given such an 
answer as is put into Mr. Walker's mouth to a man he 
had never 'seen in his life ? However many may difFer from 
Mt. Walker in opinion, every body I brieve will adroit ^ 
that he is an acute, intelligent man, with an extensive 
knowledge of the world ana not at all likely to have con- 
ducted himself like an idiot : wliat follows next ?— another 
night he went into the warehouse where he saw Mr. Yoike 
Called to- the chair, who said he v^as going the tour of the 
kingdom iif order to try the strength of the different soci- 
eties to join Hfty thousand men that were expected to land 
from France into this country, and that Mr. WaHcer then 
said, " Damn all king*— -I know our King has seventeen 
' " milHons of money in the Bank of Vienna although he 
" \i^on*t afford any of it to the poor." Gentltmen, is this 
the language of a man of sense and education? If Mr. 
Walker had the malignJfy of a demon, would he think of 
giving effect to it by such a senseless lie ? — When we 
know that from the immense expence attending 4ris Ma- 
jesty's numerous and illustrious femily and the great neces- 
sities of the state, he has been obliged over and over again 
to have recotiTse to the generosity and justice of jiarliament 
to maintain the dignity of the crown, could Mr. Walkef" 
ever have thought of inventing this nonsense about the 
Bank of Vienna, when there is a Bank too tn our own 
country where he might legally invest his property for 
himself and his heirs ? but Mr. Walker did not stop tncre ; 
he went on and said, " I should think no more ot taking 
** off the King's head than I, should of tearing this piece of 
" paper," All this happened soon afterhis admission, yet this 
man who represents mmseflf to you upon his oath this day, 
as having been uniformly a friend to the constitution, as 
far as he understood it ; as liaving left the society as soon 
as he sawthcir mischievous inclinations, and as having volun- 
tarily informed against them, I say this same friend t)f the 
constitution tells you almost in tiie same breath, that he 
eominucd to attend their meetings from thirty to forty 
times where high tre^istm was commttin^ with open doors, and 
that instead of giving information of his p^wnfree choice, he 
was arrested in the very act of distributing some seditious 
publication. 

Gentlemen, it is really a serious consideration, that upon 
sudh testimony a man should even be put upon his de« 
fence in the courts of this country ; upon such principles 
what man is safe P I was indeed but ill at case myself when 
Mr. Dunn told mehckncw me better than I-sitpposed, ^Vhat 
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security have I at this moment that he should not swear 
that he had met with me under some gate-way in Lancas- 
ter and that 1 had said to him, '' Well, Dunn, I hope you 
" will not s^ear against Mr. Walker, but that you will 
^'^tick to the good cause : damn all kings : damn the con* 
" stitutioii;" if the witness were now to swear this, into gaol 
I must gOy and if my client is in danger from what has been 
swom against him what safety would there be for me f the 
evidence would be equally positive, and I am equally an 
object of suspicion as Mr. Walker : it h said of him that 
he has been a member of a society for the reform of parlia- 
ment ; so have /, and so am / at this moment, and so at all 
hazards I will continue to be, and I will tell you why gea-> 
tlemen, because I hold it to be essential to the preservation 
of all the ranks and orders of the state, alike essential to 
the prince and to the people : 1 have the honour to be al- 
lied to his Majesty in blood, and my family has been for 
centuries a part of what is now called the aristocracy of 
the country, I can therefore hav^ no interest in the de- 
stniption or the constitution. 

In pursuiog the probability of this story, (since it must 
be tur^ied} let us next advert to whether anj thing appeals 
to have been done i^ other .places which migh^ have been 
exposed by this pian's information : the whole kingdom 1$ 
under the e^e and dominion of magistracy awakenea at that 
tinae to an extraordinary vigilance, yet has any one man 
beea jurrested even uppn. the suspicion of any correspondence 
with the societies of Manchester* good bad^or indinerent, or 
has any person within the fouir^eas come to swear that amy 
such correspondence existed ? «o that you are desired to be- 
lievp upon Air. Dunn's sii^gle declaration that gentlemen of 
the description I am representing, without any end or object, 
or concert with:othMrs, were resolved to put their lives in- 
to the hands of any iniscreant who might be disposed to swear 
them away,i>y holding public meetings of conspiracy wiljx 
open doors and in the presence of all mankind, liable to be 
handed over t6 justice every moment of th^ir lives, since 
^ery tap at the doC* xfticht have ititroduced a constable as . 
readily as a member ; ana, to (inish the. absurdity, these ^n^ 
tlemen are made tO discourse in a mantier that would disgrace 
tbe lowest andmotst uninforxbed classes of the community. 

Let us next see what interest Mr, Walker has in the pro- 
posed invasion of this peaceable country: Has Mr. Law 
proved that Mr. Walker had any reason to expect ptrotec- 
tion from the French from any secret correspondence or 
CQammniGation more than >you or X have, or that he had 
prepared any means of resisting the troops of this country ? 
A»v wjis hit to have "Welcomed those strangers into, our 
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land? what; with thi$ dozen of rusty muskets, or with 
tho^e conspirators whom he exercised ? but who are they ? 
they are it seems *' to the jurors unknown," as my lear&ed - 
friend has called them who drew this indictment,. and he 
might have added who will cvtrremtiin unknown to thcm;-"^ 
but has Mr. Walker nothing to lose like other men w1io< 
dread an invasion ? He has long h&d the acquaintante and - 
friendship of some of the best men in this kingdom, who 
would be destroyed if such an invasion should take place. ' 
-—Has he like other men no ties of a nearer description? 
Alas^ gentlemen ! I feel at this moment that he has many : 
Mr. Dunn told you that I was with Mr. Walker at Man- 
chester, and it enables me to say of my own knowledge * 
that it is impossible he should have had the designs im- ' 
puted to him. I have been under his roof where I have 
seen him the husband of an amiable and affectionate woman, 
and the happy parent of six engaging children; and it - 
httrts me not a little to think what they must feel at this^ 
moment : before prosecutions are set on foot, those things 
ought to be considered ; we ought not like the fool in the 
proverbs to. scatter fire-brands and death, and ^y, ^^ Am I 
*^ not in sport?'* Could we look at this moment into the 
dwelling of this unfortunate gentleman, for so I must call 
him, I am persuaded it would distress us ; they cannot but 
be unhappy; they have seen prosecutions equally iinj ust - 
ad even this isj attended with a success of equal injnstite, 
and we have seen those proceedings, I am afraid by those 
who are at -the bottom or this indictment, put forward for- 
yQur imitation. I saw to my astonishment at Preston, where 
as a traveller I called for a newspaper, that this immaculate 
society (the Manchester Church and King Club) had a 
meeting lately' and had published to the world the toasts 
and sentiments which they drank ; some of fhem I like, 
sooi^ of them deserve reprobation j ^' The Church and 
•'King;" very well. "The Qiieen and RoVal Family;'* 
be it so. ^' The Duke of York and the army \** be it so, But 
what do you think came next ? v . 

fHere Mr » Justice Heath interrupted Mr.ErAinx by saying 
we art not to go into this of which you cannot give evitlemctj. 

Mr. Erskine. I don't know what effect these publications 
may have upon the administration of juiitice \ why drink 
^^ the Lord Advocate and the Court of Justiciary in Scotland^" 
ju«t when your Lordship is called upon to aominister £n^* 
iuA justice ; if I had seen the King and his judges upon the 
northern circuit published as a toast — : — — . <. 

•Mr. Justice Heath, You know you cannot give this in 
evidence. ^ : ' • 

Mr., Erskine, Gentlemen, x^msidering the situation in 
^hich my clients stand at this pioment I expressed the idea 
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which occured to mc and which I thought it right hot t« 
suppress, but let^t pass; this is not the moment for contro- 
versy; it is my interest to submit to any course his Lordship ' 
may think proper to dictate; the evidence is more than enough 
for nty purpose ; so mainly improbable, so contrary to eve- 
ry thing in the course of human afFairs, that I know you 
would reject it even if it stood unanswered ; what then will 
you say when I shall prove to you by the oaths of the vari- 
ous persons who attended these societies, that no propositions 
of the sort insinuated by this witness ever existed ; that no ' 
hint directly or indirectly of any illegal tendency was ever 
whispered ; that their real objects were just what were openly 
proftssed^ be they right or wrong, be they wise or mistaken, 
rxxaktily^rejormation in the constitution of the House of Commons] 
which my learned friend admitted they had a right by con- 
stitutional means to promote; this was their object, they 
neither desired to touch the King's authority nor the exi^t- ' 
ence or privileges of the House of Lords ; but they wished • 
that those ntimetous classes of the community who, (by the 
lainr as it now stands,) are secluded from any share in the ' 
choice of members to the parliament, should have an equal * 
right with others, in concerns where their interests are equal:' 
Gentlemen, this very county furnishes a familiar instance ; 
there are I believe at least thirty thousand freeholders in Lan- * 
cashire, each of whom has a vote for two members of parlia- * 
mefit;and there are two boroughs within it, (if I mistake not) ' 
Clithero and 'Newton, containing a handful of men who are * 
at the beck of two individuals; yet these two little places * 
send for themselves, iw' rather for these two persons two mem- 
bers each, which makes four against the whole po.wer and 
interest of this county in parliament, touching any measure * 
how deeply soever it may concern their prosperity ; can 
there then oe any offence in meeting together to consider of • 
a repreaentation to parliament, suggesting the wisdom of al- 
teration and amenmnent in such a system ? 

Mr. Justice Heath. There can be no doubt but that a pe^ 
tition to parliament for reform ot any thing else can bt ng • 
ojenct. 

Mr. Erskine, Gentlemen, I expected this interruption from ^ 
the learning of the Judge; certainly it can be no offence and * 
conse<]|^uentTy my clients can be no offenders. 

Having now exposed the weak ncss of Dunn 's evidence from ' 
its own intrinsic aefects, and from the positive contradiction ' 
every part of it is to receive from many witnesses, I shall con- ' 
dude with the still more positive and unequivocal contradic- 
tion which the whole or it has received from Dunn himself 
— You may remember that I repeatedly asked him whether ht ] 
Md not tronfcssed that the whole he had sworn to-day wM 
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Utterly false ; whether he had not confessed it to be so w;th 
tears of contrition, and whether he had not kneeled down 
before Mr. Walker to implore his forgiveness. My learn- 
ed friend knowing that this would be proved upon him, 
made a shrewd and artful observation to avoid the effects of 
it ; he said that such things had fallen often under the ob* 
^rvation of the court upon the circuit, where witnesses 
hitd been drawn into similar snares by artful people to inva. 
lidate their testimony ; this may be true, but the answer to, 
its application is, that not only the witness himself has 
positively denied that any such snare was laid for him, but 
the witnesses I have fo call. both in respect of number and . 
credit will put a total end to such a suggestion ; if I had in? 
deed but one witness, my friend the Attorney General might 
undoubtedly ^ ut it to you in reply whether his or mine 
was to be l>elieved; but I will call to yov? ^^ piu hut Jour . 
€Tjive; or, if necessary, six witnesses above^allsuspicion, 
in whose presence Dunn voluntarily confessed the false* 
hood of his testimony, and with tears of apparent/epentance 
offered to make any reparation to the^e injured and upfortu* 
nate defendants ; this I pledge myself to prove to your sa- , 
tisfaction. . . - , . 

Gentlemen,the object of all public t^rial and punishment i$ 
the security of mankind in social life; we are not assembled 
here for the purposes of vengeancci but for the ends of jus- 
tice ; to give that tranquility to-human life which is the scope 
4}{ all government and law ; you will therefore take care how 
in the very administration of justice, you disappoint that 
which is the very foundation of its institution ; you will 
take care that in the very moment you are tryxag a man aj( 
a disturber of the public happiness, you do not violate the 
rules which alone secure to us all our happiness as private 
mfijif to secure, lyhich we alone form a public. 
/ The last evidence 1 have been stating ought by itself \o 
put an instant end to this cause ; I remember a case very lately 
which was so brought to i|:s conclusion^ where upon a trial 
for perjury of a witnesswho had sworn against the captain 
of a vessel in the African trade, it appeared that the wit- , 
nesscs who swore to the perjury against the defen^a^t^, 
had themselves made deliberate declarations which mat^iri- 
ally clashed with the testimony they were giving; Lord . 
Kenyon who tried the cause, would after this .proceed no . 
ft^rther, and asked me, who was of counsel for the- prosecu- 
tion, whether I would urge it further, saying empJiaticaUjf, 
what I hope every Judge under similar, circumstances will 
think k his duty to say also, " No man oughtjor ciu, be 
"'convicted in England, unless the Judge and the Ju?y h?vc 
** 4iJiTm assurance that iftnoc^nce cannot by any possibility . 

.... ** ba 
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•• l>c the victim of conviction and sentence." And liow 
can the Jury <xr his Lordship have that assurance here, when* 
the only source of it is brought into such serious doubt 
and. question ? Upon the whole then I cannot help hopin^^ 
that my friend the Attorney General when he shall hear my 
proofs, will feel that a prosecution like this ought not to be 
oiFered for the seal and sanction of your verdict ; unjust 
prosecutions lead to the ruin of all governments ; for whoeveY 
wtil took bat\ to the history ojthe world in general^ and oj our 
own Particular country, will he convinced, tliat exactly in pro* 
portion as drosooutions have been cruel and oppressive^ find 
maintained iy inadequate and unrighteous evidence, in the same 
proportion arid by the same me/ins, their authors have been de* 
strayed instead of being supported by them ; as often as the 
principles of our ancient laws have been departed from in weak 
and wicked' times, as ojt^n the eovernments that have violated 
them have been suddenly crummed into dust; and therefore 
wishing, as J mvst sincerely do, the preseroation and prosperity 
oJ our happy constitution^ I desire to enter my protest against 
tts being supported by medns that are likely to destroy it; vio- 
lent proceedings bring on the bitterness of retaliation uatjl 
all justice and moderation are trampled down and subvert- 
ed ; witness those sanguinary prosecutions previous to the 
awfiil period in the last century, when Charles the First 
fell : that unfortunate prince lived to lament those vindic- ' 
tive judgments by which his impolitic, infatuated followers 
imagined they were supporting his throne : he lived to see 
how they destroyed it ; his throne, undermined by vio- 
lence, sunlc under him, and those who shook it were guilty 
in their turn ; such is the natural order of injustice, not of 
similar but of worse and more violent wrongs; witness the fate 
of the unhappy Earl of Strafford, who, when he could not be 
reached by the ordinary laws, was impeached in the House 
of Commons, and who when still beyond the consequences 
of that judicial proceeding, was at last destroyed by 
the arbitrary wicked mandate of the legislature^ James 
the Second lived to ask assistance in the hour of his own 
distress, from those whom he had cut off from the means of 
giving it ; he liyed to ask support from the Earl of Bed- 
jord after his son the unfortunate Lord Russell had fallen 
under the axe of injustice ; ''I once had a son," said that 
nobk person, " who could have served your Majesty upon 
this occasion^," but there was then none to assist him. 

I cannot possibly tell how others feel upon these subjects, 
but I do know hoMr it is their interest to feel concerning 
them ; we ought to be persuaded that the only way by which go- 
vernment can be honourably or safely supported, is by cultivating 
the love and affection of the people ; by skewing themthe value 
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of tkt constitution by its protection ; by making thtm understand 
Us principles by the practical benefits derivedfrom thenij and above 
aU^ by letting themjeel their security in the administration afiaw 
and justice : what is it in the present state of that unhappy 
kingdom, the contagion of wnich fills us with such alarm'^ 
that is th^ just object of terror? What, but that accusa- 
tion and cojiviction are the same^ and. that a .false wit-^ 
i^css or power without evidence is a warrant for death ? 
not so here ; — ^long may the coiintries differ! and I azn ask- 
ing nothing more,^han that you should decide according to 
our own wholesome rules, bv which our government was 
established, and by which it nas been ever protected. Put 
yourselves, gentlemen, in the place of the defendants, and let 
me ask if you were brought before your country upon a 
charge supported by no other evidence than that which you 
•have heard to-day, and encountered by that which I have 
stated to you, what would you say, or your children after 
you, if you were touched in your persons or your properties 
by a conviction ? — ^may you never be put to such reflections 
nor the country to such disgrace ! The best service we can 
Decider to the public is that we should live like one hanpo- 
nious family, that we should banish all animosities, jealou- 
sies, and suspicions of on«tanother,'and that living under the 
protection of a mild and impartial justice, we should endea- 
vour, with one heart, according to our best judgments, to 
advance the freedom and maintain the security of Great 
Britain. 

Qentlemen, I will trouble you no further; I am afraid 
indeed 1 have too long trespassed on your pkticnce^ I will 
therefore proceed to call my witnesses. - 
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EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENDANTS. 

Mr. George Wakcjkld (sworn). 
Examined by Mr, Serjeant Cockdl. 

Qm You are a merchant in Manchester I under&taniif 

A, I have been. 

^ Do you Temembcr the tkne of the riots when Mr. 
Walker's Jhouse was attacked? 

^ I do. 

^ After that night do you know whether the constitu- 
tional society which had been formed in Manchester, met 
at Mr. Walker's? 

A. Yes. 

^ Was you a member of that society ? 

A, I was. 

S. What was the object of that society? ' 

• A pdrliiimentary reform. 

^ How happened it that after that time the meetings 
were held at Mr. Walker's ? 

A. I don't know particularly^ some of the public houses 
had refused to let us have a room any longer. 

^ However in point of fact the meetings then were held 
at Mr. Walker's? 

A, They wtaie. 

At We have heard of the time of the riots, you will is^peak 
to the day as nearly as you remember ? 

A, I believe it was on Tuesday »the ixih of December. 

1^. How ofteiB did the society meet ? 

A, Once a week or once a fortnight, I declare I do jaot 
recoUect whirfi* 

g. Did you ever attend those meetings? 

A. Pretty reguVaily. 

Sli How lon^ talid you continue to attend them? 

A. Till vkftmy the last meeting 1 believe, whicK. was 
seme time in tjie sd>ring of last year» 

Q. Was there a rree admission to any person who nught 
choose to come? 

A, Not that I know of. 

£• Toiii^mbfers of the society? 

A There was. 

fi. We iiaire/bftwd.that mefi ,i?xereisc4nvith art^s in the 
warehpuse Miene duillcd'in th<;>us^,of-?u:mSf; is tliat^tru^? 

A Not that I k»cw irf; . . _..,. 

g. Did you ever sec such a thing? 
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2. In what part of Mr. Walker's hou^e were the meet- 
ings held? 

A, In the upper room in the warehouse, 

^ What passed at those meetings ? 

A, The different businesses respecting the society. 

Q, Was the King damned ? 

Mr. Lata, You must not put that. 

Mr. Serjeant Coc^tf//. Tell us what was said about the 
King. 

A, 1 do noj rccolicct hearing any thing said about the 
King. 

£. Did you ever hear any thing said about overthrow- 
ing* the constitution by means of arms or otherwise? 

A» I never heard any such thing. 

0, Was any thing said about inviting the French to in- 
vade the kingdom? 

A. No. 

.j^. Did you ever hear any thing of the sort ? 

A, No, not a syllable. 

Q. Jf m^n had beep drilled in the use of fire-arms, must 
' yott not have seen it ? 

A» . 1 must. • ' 

0, Did you ever sec any? 

A. No. 
^ '^ Ever hear of any ? . ~ , 



No 

i^. If any persons had been drilled in arms for the pur- 
pose of oflfence, or destroying the government, would you 
hav^ continued a member of that society ? 

A. No, not a moment. 

(2, Did you eyer hear any thing said libout inviting an 
invasion from France? ' 

Mr. Law. Ask what did pass there when this man was 
present. 

Mr. Serjeant CockclU \ have no wish to lead. 

Mr. ErskirU, I shpuld be sorry to offer any testimony 
that is not in the ordinary course, tut when a witness 
cbmes to contradict to a particular point, hoW can w(5 act 
any other way ? . 

Mr. Justice Heath, He has said, no mentiofi was made of 
any invasion. , ^ . 

Mr. Serjeant CockdL What was the sole object of your 
meeting? . . • . 

] ^ A. As far as I understood it, a parliainentar)» reform* 

gl Was there any ^ct done at )^c<ur meeting to your 
knowledge that was directed otherwise than to that eitd? 

A. No. '-^ ■■ - ^:: -V*.- ' •' ;i -V 

' fi^ Di4 you at any time,, pr any person in your'teaaping. 
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in that room, say or do any thing to overturn the govern- 
ment of the country? • ' 

A. No, never. 

^2- What -was the reform that ypti sodght, and by what 
means? 

A. "That is a point upon which few people arc agreed; 
but it was a parliamentary reform. . \ 

Q, By means of i^ien^cing govern;nent? 

y^; No. 
' g. Inviting a foreign enemy? ' ' 

^. No. . :>.••■ 

'^ Was it in any other way than such means as you sup- 
pose the law to allow? 

A, No, by po other means than what we apprehend to 
be constitutional, nothing but wh^^^ the law allows.' • 

Mr. Erskine,^ The witnesjs has said it was to be done .by 
no other means than whbt in his apprehensibns the law al- 
lowed ; we can go no further if we were to stay here a 
month. 

Mr. Serjeant CockelL You attended pretty'constantly ^u 
hav^-said.' What have you heard Mr. Walker say at any 
time?' '•/- • — '^ ■ J . ^ .. ' • 

Mr. Justice Heath, You may ask him, did he hear Mr. 
Walker say any thing about the K^ig. ' . 

Mr. Serjeant Cockell, What fiumber of men might there 
be generally ?.'.,' 

A, Sometimes more, and sometimes less ; I h^ve seen 
twenty in the society, and I have seen more, the numbers 
diflPering at different times. * 

g. Did you ever see* any men exercised in the use of 
arms? 

^. No. 
\^ Did you ever hear any thing of the sort mentioned? 

A, No, if I had, merely to learn the use of arms, I should 
have been one myself probably, but I never heard any thing 
of it. 

^ Did you ever hear Paul or any other person say that 
he knew there would be a revolt from Ireland? 

A, I do not recollect any such thing, 

^ Did you ever hear any one say if we had a revolt, it 
would be through the Irish ? 

^. No. 

^ Did you ever heair any one say they had sent a depu- 
ty to Ireland as a King^ and daran him and all kings ? 

A. No. ' 

d. Could any such expressions have., been madie use. of 
without your hearing of them? * 

A. No, I am sure there could not. ' ' \ 

g. Did you ever hear Mr. Walker dafhii the King? 

A. No. 
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>i. No. 

S. At any time? 
. No. . 

J^ Did you ever hear it said cither by Mr. Walker or 
any other person, that Mr. Yorkt was going through the 
three kingdoms to knowr the aid thai there might be for 
the French? 

^. No. 

Mr. Law, Was you there when Mr. Yorke was by ? 

Mr. Serjeant CocktlL Duan^said, there were ervery ni|r}it 
conversations about the King. 

..Mr. Walker. Did you ever hear mc say any thing unbe- 
coming an honest man and a good citizen ? 

Mr. Law. We cannot ask that. 

Mr. Scijeant C<w:A<i/. Do you rcmcnptbcr thie timcwhea; 
Mr. Yorke was in the frjtuir? 

yf • I do not recollect that I was there at that time. 

2, Did you use to skujfc in privately and secretly ?' 
^. No. 

fL Did you gp in always the same way.? . 

A. 1 cannot say whe^h^r I did at all timeSy I went in .at< 
different doorl ; I was not going about any thing I wa$; 
ashamed of. . / 

UT.Gtor^eWaktfiOd. , '' 

Cross-examined by Mr. Law, 

J2- You arc or was partner with Mr. Grant, 

A, Yes. . 

^ He is a brother-in-law of Mr. Walker? 

A. Yes. V 

g. Have you attended at most of those meetings ? 

A, At many of them. 

^ Did you see Dunn there at any of them ? 

A. I don't remember that I ever did. 

g. Not at any ? ' , 

A* I believe he was not a member of the same society. 

g. Are you of the Reformation Society ? 

A» No ; of the Constitutional Society. 

^. Did that society meet at the house of Mr. Walker ? 

A. Yes. 

g. They met on different nights, did they ? 

A. I believe so ; I was not a member of any other 
society. " - 

g. Whether you saw Mr. Yorke at that meeting that 
you atte^ded? 

A. 1 do not recollect seeing him there at all. 
Do you know him ? 
I do not .know him ? 
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il» How came you to havc.no<douht you had seen Him 
more than once ? . . ,/.,;.♦./ 

J, I do not recollect I said any such thing. 

^ I took you down thsttiYorko was by. - 

A. I did not say so. 

^ You don't know whether Yorke wai .present at any 
meeting? 

yf. I believe he was present at a meetiir^ kut I do pot 
recollect being there when he was. 

Mr. Justice Heath, it^tvaa a differait saciety. 

Mr. ErskLfu. They act in^the same room at the same 
time.^ \. :..-.. . .'. ^ >'.-•" ' :''••]';- . . 

Mr. Law. Do you mean to say the Reformation Soeiety 
and the Constitutional Society met at the same place uid 
time under the roof of Mf. Waikev^ . . r-,; r: ! : 

A. Yes, occasionally ; I have seen the Reformation So- 
ciety tkore'Bt the same time; and in the saif>e robta; • 

^ As you resorted ther& frequemlyyand .tHb soeietie^ 
frequently met there, if this man had ^one to Mr.WalkoF^s,' 
you might probably have sot^nhiip? . . I.j r '^ : ' 

A. PioWoiy I might. 

(2. Is his person larmiiiai^ with you? ' " 

A, I saw him this morning. 

g. You ckknot recoilect'him?' ' 

A, I do not. 

d. Whan rtime of the yeav.did yoa attend ^t tbese meet- 
ings? '. . ' : >•' ; . '- • - •'■• . 

A. Almost all the year. - 

Q. From September up to Jjiume ? 

A. I do not recollect particiilarly, > 

^ Do you recollect the tirhe when Yorke was at Man- 
chester? ' " ' 

A. Ho. 

(^ Whether you have not declared you was present when 
Mr. Yorke was at one of tkese meetings? 

i*. No. 

il. Have you not so said in this court ? 

A. li you have taken it down so, you have taken it down 
wrong 5 1 do not know hin^. y 

(I, Mr, Thomas Walker you have seen of course there ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Mr. Cheetham? 

A. Yes. 

$. Mr. Jackson? 

A. Yes. 

g. Pearsall? 

A. I do not know him ; I may know his person. 

g. M' Galium and Smith ? 

A. I 
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r. A. I- have seen themtliere. 
g. Do you know where they arc now ? 

^. No. .; : 

£• Booth you have 'seen there ? 

A. Yes. . •'• . ■ r 

e. AndPaul? . ... . ... . . : 

A. Yes. ' . ••'",.. 

g. And:G6Uier? .^ * . ,. . , . 

-^. Yes. '• *' ' 

(2- Have yoM^cen them very ofteh? ' '. • 

r A. Scvenu times, some oftthcm* very often. 
(2. But you do not recollect whether you ever saw Dunn 

Uicre?-; ':•'■-.[': ^•":- " •^■'.•'> '■ •.;'. .. 

jg. You know Mr. Kinnaston? . . .;...- 

-' ^•. "^'esk!". - • • • , .. ■■.'... 

A, I believe you w6n't refuse him the testimony that eve* 
1^ into will' give in his favour; that he is a man of eredit.^d 
ch^racter.i*/;:/:!.* ..- . .' t-t:^ ., 

A. I do not know hitn,:hul personally. 

g. However you take upon you to swear thexe <were never 
any men drilled whil^ you was- by? 

A. Never. ••. i . 

g. How many hours were: you thete at a timb ? . . 

2f. About two hours. ' ' '^ ' 

t<2* Yovk j^yi twenty men biight be there—- cannot you ex- 
tend their number to fifty or sixty ? . < 

A. I may perhaps have seen fifty or sixty. . .<•; . 

(2. What IS the different .odject of the societies? the con- 
stitutional society is for a reform in parliament ; whkt was 
the Reformation! Society for ? ^ 

A, I was not a member of the Reformation Society. 

£• ^^ ^5 commonly called the Subversion or Overthrow 
Sodeiv^ris it not?' ^ 

A. 1 do not know what you may call it, - / 

j^. Being at these meetings so held jointly, the Reforma- 
tion and Constitutional Societies, you never knew ,the ob- 
jects for which the Reformation Society was formed? 

A. I did not attend to the objects of the Reformation So- 
ciety at all. 

g. Then you do not know the object for which it was 
formed? 

A, How should I when I was not a member of it ? they 
met there to join the Constitutional Society when any mem- 
ber of that society took the chair. I had nothing to ao with 
it, and did not attend to it. ' 

g. And you were" even a stranger to the objects of it ? 

A. Yes. . ...:•: . 

^ You 
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g. You arc a partner with Mr. Wrfker's brother-in-law, 
and being" present at their as;semblies, you did not know 
what they assembled for? - .' 

A» I assembled there to meet the Constitutional Society, 
and their objects were the same I should suppose. ' 

Mu George Wakefield. .. . i 

Re-examined by Mr. Serjeant CocAc//. 

^ Although you was not a member of the Reformation 
Society, but of the . Constitutional Society, did you -ever 
when the Reformation Society was there, hear or see airy 
person exercising themselves m arms ? 

A» Never. . .♦ 

George Clark (sworn), f . , 

Examined by Mr. Ckambre. 

^ . . . i - 

(2* You are a member of the society called the Reforma- 
tion Society at Manchester? 

A. Yes* i 

tWhen did you become a member of that society? . « 
About Easter 1792. ». 

When was the society instituted? -^ 

A. Either in Easter week, or about, a week before, and I 
was a member about the second or third meeting. :^ 

^ How often did you meet? . . , 

>4.. I was.a very constant.attendant. »-,•. 

^ At what periods did you meet ? . ' 

A. We had weekly meetings. ^ 

1^. Did you continue a pretty constant attending mem- 
ber during the whole time of the existence lof that soh 
ciety? 

A. I did. . 

(2. Where did you meet when you first became a mem- 
ber? 

A. At the Old Boar's-head. . * 

J^ Did you remove from that place ? 
A. Yes, to John Staccy's. : 

i2« What was the occasion, of your removing to John 
Stacey's. i 

A, In consequence of an advertisement published 'by 
jthe publicans, we removed.ta John Stacey's. 

j^. Do you know about what time.it was .you went to 
John. Stacey's? . j . . ; 

^. I cannot tell. , \ 

A. Did voucbntintlea^ John Stacey/s? j;.*. .. . ' .» 
A^ Not long, ■-. 

^ Where 
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g. Where did you go |i«<t ? 

A* To the house of WilUam G«(»rsc ia Newton-street. 

g. Is that a private or a public h4>use ? . 

Ji* A privj^te house* 

^, Yo.H know Mr, Walker, Mr, CoUicr, atid Mr. Paul? 

^. I do. 

g. Do you kno.w whether they at any time received any 
invitation to attend the meeting of your society ? 

A. I cannot s^y 1 do. 

g. When did you fiist see thpm present at your society ? 
. A. I nev^r saw them before the loth of Decembpr'at 
Cor^e's^ 

^ What did you understand them to be? 

A, Members of the Constitutional Society ; I beiieve 
lilr. Cheetham was there but I am not confident, the other 
three were there at thstt time. 

Q^ Do you know what was the subject of the deliberation 
of th at p articular meeting? 

A. l«e paxticulatr subject of that Aaeeting w«s^ «here was 
a public meeting called at the Buli's^^ad the day f oUowing, 
to address his Majesty upon his second proclamation ; a mo- 
tioHi \«^ xxoidit whtttber weshouid attenfa that nsceting at the 
BuU's-head or not ; it* was unanimously negatived* 

g. Did Mr. Walk'ef t^c anv part or assign a»y teami ? 

A^ Mr. Walker and Mr«.Faui sp^oke against atteiraing that 
meeting, and assigmod their reastms^ 

Mr. Zaw» Does any of our evideaoe let ia tlus ?^«^we bave 
l^ven no evidence, hikt, of ^oveetingsin Mr» Walker'a house ; 
they are giving evidence «f nvdetiogt at asrotfticir.^ace, pro- 
habiy for other purposes. 

Mr. ikskmi. I sh«wild hiv«thou|^thTs too pbiti for ar- 
Mmieikt. -*^lf wy Itkad ittsi^s upon hii objectiqsiv we mvrit 
DC heard upon it ; the offence imputed to Mr. Wsftber is, 
that a few days after the nth of December, .the wime^3, 
IhMffis fcw^ him haranguing tte tR«ef0rttUi^ofn Society in 
the seditious manner stated by the witness, speaking of tbe 
King in the manner he has deposed to, and otied tele^rcising 
with arms in his pltes^aoe. U kt not eviiiini0e) to-shibw that 
this very Reformation Society was instituted. ioT other \ 
fnape&^s tham tboise ifnputed to it) aad that there w^ no 
man who had been so counselled or received any. such ia* 
Mruvti^ns? 

Mr. Justice Mm^* I think it » cmt tvidenoe what the|r 
olidthveeHiaytbefiore, btOMWa-<inafi iwsyexpwss his loy* 
alty in one meeting, and if he has bad mteaiTxoas he may 

So and act traitorously in another ; I db not say that these 
efendants did, i OD^^y^bib lo llisir tha^' i^ U^ot'XVU 
dence. . . ? .:\ 

»*....- Mr, 
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Mr, Erskine. Though wc cannot prove what Mr. Walker 
said at this meetings Uyv the reason your Lordship has been 
pleased to assign, yet may wc not be permitted to prove 
that this Reformation Society, within tne knowledge of the 
witness, three days befoi:e that time, had no such objects ? 

Mfr. Justice Heath. I do not care what object they had 
in meeting, people may meet very innocently, and proceed 
to criminal acts afterwards. 

Mr, Chamhre. Was that meeting of the loth of Decem- 
ber the last meeting you had in the house of Gorse ? 

A. Yes, 

^ What were the general purposes of the institution 
of that society ? . 

Mr. Law. A question couched in words so general, 1 
conceive cannot be put to a witness, they may examine as 
to facts, as to what was done and said, what measures were 
adopted by the people there — the purposes and objects are 
matters ot the heart. 

Mr. Justice Heath. I think they may she-w what is the 
declared purpose when people meet together, 

Mr. Erskint, We are going to every meeting where 
Dunn was, to shew that no such purposes as he states either 
were the avowed or the expressed objects. 

Mn Justice Heath. Take it up when Dunn came. 

Mr. Erskine. If he had stated the particular d^y on which 
he was at any meeting, we should not have troubled your 
Lordship witn any other evidence. 

Mr. Justice Heath, You fixed it by the day after the 
attack upon Mr, Walker's house. 

Mr. Chambre. The loth of December you Say was the 
last meeting you had at Gorse's house ; where did you ra- 
move to when you left Gorse's house ? 

A. To Mr, Walker's warehouse. 

ft. How did that happen, and what was the occasion of 
that removal ? . 

A. Some person expressed a wish in the Reformation 
Society — 

Mr. Law. That I object to — you removed the society ? 

Mr. Chambre. Was Mr. Walker applied to? 

A, Some person said ■ 

Mr. Law. Go to the first meeting at Mr. Walker's. 

g. When did you first meet at Mr. Walker's? 

A. On the 1 1 th of December. 

ft. And from that time, as long as the society existed, 
you continued. to att^n^i the meetings? 

A. I continued attending , the meetings till the 25th of 
March, with very great^strictness. 

Mr. Erskine. That contprehends the whole time that 
Dunn speaks to. 

I g. After 
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Q. After the 25th of March did you attend? * 

A. I attended a few times aifter tnat, but cannot fell how 
many. 

2. But with great regularity till the 25th of March ? 

j4. Yes. 

g. How long did you use to attend at a time, as near as 
you can recollect'? 

A. It was the general rule to meet at seven, and the 
business of the meeting to begin at half past ; I was 
scarcely ever out of the meetings at the time the business 
began. * 

, 2* A"^ ^i^ you stay till the conclusion, or near the 
conclusion ? • 

A. I never, to my knowledge, went away before the con- 
clusion of the meeting. 

Q. What were the avowed purposes of this meeting? 

A. To obtain a reform in parliament. 

g. Now during all this period of your attendance there, 
did you ever hear Mr. Walker or any of the defendants iri 
this indictment, propose any other than, peaceable means 
of reform ? 

A. No, I never did. 

2- Did you ever hear them make use of any expressions 
that had in your judgment any tendency to excite any 
body to acts of rebellion ? 

A, No, I did not. 

g. Was any mention made of an expected invasion of 
the French, and of .any attempts to assist them in that in- 
vasion ? 

A. No, there was not. 

g. Did you ever hear any thing like it proposed at any 
time ? 

A. No, I 'never did. 

, j2. Had that been the subject of your deliberati6ns, or 
had such expressions been used by Mr. Walker, or any of 
the persons there — do you think you must not have heard 
them, and must not have remembered them? 

A, I am certain any thing of that sort could not have 
happened without my observation, I attended so strictly. 

g. Upon the ilth of December the riot happened, T 
believe ? 

A. It did. 

g. Was you in Mr. Walker's house at that time?.^ *. 

A, I was.. 

Q. What happened on the night of the iith? 

A. About half past six o'clock. I went frbm my. house ^.j 
into the town; whfen I got into the market-place,*! saw 
several people throwing stones at the windows and doors 
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of Messrs. Falkner and Birch*s* shop in the Market-place ; 
I went as soon as I saw what was going on there, to Mr. 
Walker's, and I was there till the rioters approached his 
house ; when they first approached it, I was up stairs in the 
warehouse ; 1 very well recollect there came somebody up 
and told Mr. Walker the rioters were bci*ore his house, and 
I well recollect he went down, but he was not long before 
he came up again, and said, they had only broke a few panes 
of itit windows and were gone off again. 

(I. Did any mischief happen that night, the nth? 

A, They attacked the house four different times; I was 
iip in the warehouse while it was attacked three times, be- 
fore I went down ; but the fourth time I was in the house 
when it was attacked; it was attacked with very great vio- 
lence. 

(I, On that night were there any arms in the house that 
were used for resisting this mob ? 

A. I saw no arms in the house, only a couple of blunder- 
busses, and I think I recollect something of a pistol, that 
was all I saw. 

^ Do you know whether any attem]>t was made on that 
night to obtain assistance from the civil power, from the 
magistrates ; were you present at any requisition of that sort ? 

A» I was not, 

g. After the riot, to the 25th of March, did you attend 
the meetings at Mr. Walker's ? 

A. Yes. r . 

J^ Did you see at any times any arms used at Mr. Walk- 
er's house for any other purpose than to protect the house? 

A, No, I never did. 

g. When did you see any arms there Used for that pur- 
pose? 

A. I never saw any arms but upon tHe nth of December. 

g. Was there at any time, to your knowledge, any men 
exercised or instructed in the use of arms ? 

A, No, there never were. 

(I, Could such a thing possibly have existed at any of the 
meetings, without your knowleagc? 

A. No, it was impossible it should exist without my 
knowledge? 

(?. Do you know what the arms were that Mr. Walker 
had'in his house ? 

A. I never saw any fire arms, except these blunderbusses, . 
and some swivels. 

* Messrs. Falkner and Birch were stationers in Manchester, and the 
SQle pro|»rietors and publishers of Che Manchester Herald. 
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Q, I believe you don't know in what way Mr. Walker 
became possessed of these swivels? 

J. No. 

g. But whatever the arms were, were they ever brought 
out or used for the purpose of exercise, or any other purpose, 
to your knowledge, except on the nth of December? 

A, They were not. 

g* This you are perfectly certain of, that there never was 
any training or exercising of men there? 

A. There never was. 

(2. Did you ever hear Mr. Walker, or afay body else bc-i 
longing to the society, declare a purpose of that sort ? 

A, No. 

^. Do you remember Dunn being at any of these meet'^ 
ings? 

A, I have seen Dunn there. 

g. When he was attending there, when you saw hiihj 
can you take upon you to say, that if any declarations of 
any purpose or that sort haa been made, or if there had 
been any exercise of arms, you must have seen it and 
known it ? 

J. Yes. 

g. If you had heard amongst the members of this soci- 
ety any proposition or intention \o assist tlie French, m an 
invasion, would you have continued a jn^nfber of that 
society ? 

A, No, I certainly would not. 

g. Were you present at the time when aperson who h'a$ 
been named, a Mr. Yorkc, was at the meetmg? 

A. Yes, I was. 

g. Do you know whether he attended one or more 
meetings? 

A. I never saw him there but once? 

g. Did he take the chair? 

A. There was no person in <the chair that night to my 
knowledge. 

g. Did Mr. Yprke talk any thing of visiting the thyee 
kingdoms, to see whether there were persons that would 
assist the French in case of an invasion r 

A. No, he did not. 

Q. Did he speak any thing of an invasion of the French 
witd fifty thousand, or any other number of men? 

A. He did not. 

Q. Did he express any purpose or wish in any way 
whitever to assist them in any of the three kingdoms? 

A, He did not. 

Q. If he had made any public declaration of that sort, 
arc you certain you must have hetrq him? 

A. Yes. GeorfC 



J 



( 6i ) 

George Clark. 

f 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wood. 

(J. You continued to meet pretty constantly from De- 
cember till the 25th of March, did you? 
A. Yes. 

(I, You met every night, once a week? 
A, I missed two nights. 

i^. Had you a chairman at every time of your meeting ? 
A. Wc did not vote a chairman every night. 
(I, How happened that ? 
A. Sometimes we had no business to do. 
g. How came you to meet So often as once a week ? 
A» We met to discourse on our own business, to discourse 
on political matters, 

g. You discoursed on political matters from half pas(* 
seven till nine, and then went away? 
A, Yes, we genier^ly broke up aDout that time. 
(I, You never read any thing, I suppose ? 
jL I. never hisard but very few thmcs r^d. 
g. "fhcre wejTC 9ome.few things read, were theUe? 
A. Ye$, I have heard a letter or two read, and I heard 
an excellent piece that came from Sheffield, signed ^^ A Re^ 
focoicr,*' read *. 
£. You never heard any thing else read ? 
A» Not to my ki|owl«dge^ 

Q, You mean to swear you never heard any thing els^ 
read? 
A, No, nothing but that and letters, 
g. You bad a good many letters ? 

A, No, very few. » 

g. Who produced those- letters? did you all produce 
letters? 

A. We h^d no letter, unless it came from Sheffield, or 
some other t^ociety, 

g. How many societies did you correspond with? 
A. That I Qannot tell. 

g. Did you ever come to . any resolutions in writing at 
your meetings ? 

A, We had general rules that were read every night of 
oursMSkting, 

£. Did you come to any resolutions at your meetings ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Erskine. You. shall have them all read. 

Mf. i^iaw. How can you inake them evidence ? 

Mr. 
^ See the Appendi^i No. 8. 



{.6* ) 

I 

Mr. Wood. Who kept your resolutions? 

A. The secretary. 

(J. Who wa^ he ? 

A. John Chcetham was secretary one part of the thne. 

J2. Who was secretary the other part of the time ? 

-5. John Staccy and George M'^ Callum, 

g. Where is George M* Galium? 

A, 1 cannot tell. 

Q, is not he gone to America? 

u?. . I do not know, 

George Clark, • 

Re-examined by Mr. Chatribre, 

g. Did you ever at any time sec • Mr. Walker, or any 
other defendant, do any one act that was inconsistent with 
the duty of a peaceable citizen ? ' .... 

^. No. • ■' 

Mr. Law, Doe* your Lordship think -it is proper to put ■ 
such a question ? 

Mr, LrskifU, Mr. Walker is indicted before yeur- Lor<t 
ship and his country, for haviirg cottfedctated ahd con- 
spired ivith the other defendants, and others unknbwn, to 
pverthrow by force the constitution of this kingdom. Thb 
evidence is, that this confederacy and conspiracy existed 
and was brought into overt act,' at meetings^ at every one of 
which this worthy man was present. 1 say I ha'Irc a right 
in defence of my clients, and till his Lordship rules- Uie 
contrary, 1 will insist upon that right, that this witness 
shall say, whether at -any of these times, he ever heard Mr. 
Walker utter any \vbrd, or speak inconsistent with the duty 
of a good subject. •' ■ • : • 

J Mr« Laxi), Then I object to that. 

Mr. Erskine. Good God! where am 1 ? am I in a British 
court of justice ? how is a man to defend himself under such 
a charge ? hovv are my clients to be exculpated? 
Mr. Law, By legal evideace. ' 

Mr. Justice Heath. X think that question Is admissible 
enough. ^ 

Mr. Chambre, Did you at any one of thote meetings see 
Idr. Walker, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Paul, or any of those per- 
sons that are now indicted, do any one act inconsistent with* 
the character of a peaceable subject ? • 

A. No ; I have often heard Mr. Walker 

Mr. Justice Hf.atk, That is irregular. 
Mr. Erskine, Your LlDrdship knows the constitution of 
the country gives me no opportunity of addressing myself 

to 



to any other court for any revision, and therefore I have a 
better title to be heard; I will prove that Mr. Walker made 
use of expressions there of a direct contrary tendency. 

Mr, Justice Heathy You should have examined to that in 
chief; you are coming to particulars now upon a re-exa- 
mination. , 

Mr. Erskine, It arises upon Mr. Wood's cross-examina- 
tion. I am glad to hear that we have your Lordship's au- 
thority to examine in chief to it ; we have a great many 
more witnesses to exaxhine. 

Mr. Justice Heath. If you have a mind, ask that general 
question. 

Mr. Law. It is a complex question, embracing the wit- 
nesses idea of what may become an honest man^ pointing at 
no particular fact or expression, which any man may answer 
according to his vague ideas of propriety. 

Mr. Erskine, When a man is inaicted for exciting sedi- 
tion and rebellion, is it not evidence to shew that he held 
a language directly repugnant to any such idea? If he had 
said, God bless the King, would not that be evidence ? „ 

Mr. Justice Heatk. If it was at that meeting. 

Mr. Lazo, If it goes to the whole tenor of his conduct ; 
but a man shall not be justified by saying, God bless the King, 
in the street, when he has been damning him in his house. 

Mr. Justice Heath. Ask him to their general declara- 
tions. 

Mr. Chambre. At those meef;ings, when Mr, Walker was 
present, did you hear him say or do any thing that had a 
tendency to disturb the peate of the kingdom ; I am exa- 
mining to the meetings oi the Reformation Society between 
the 11th of Deceml^r'and the 25th of March? 

A. When Mr. Walker came to our meetings he generally 
addressed us to attend to peace and good order. 

j2. Did you, or did you not hear Mr. Walker say any 
thing inconsistent with peace and good order, or any thing 
against the King and his government, or any thing that 
tended to subvert it — pr say any thing to excite people to 
take lip arms against the Ki^ig, or to destroy the constitu- 
tion ? 

A. 1 never did in my life. 
.» Mr. Erskine.. Whether the witness has riot ^ right to go 
on and say, but on the contrary he said so and so, am I not 
at liberty to ask that? 

Mr. Justice Heath. Not in this stage. :* 

One of the Jury. What is the height of the warehouse in 
which you used 'to meet ? • 

A. I never took notice how high it was, how many pair 
of stairs up.. ' - 

(2. The 
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C- '^^ height of the room from the fioor to the ceiling? 
Mr, Erskine. We will give evidence of that, 

jfavus L^max (sworn]. 
Examined by Mr, Lloyd. 

g. Where do you live ? 

A. In Salford, 

g. Are you a member of any of these societies? 

A. Yes, the Reformaticm Society, 

j2* When did you become a member of that society ? 

A. The first night I met, was the Monday night after 
Mr. Walker was so ill used at the riots in Manchester— « 
the t7tb of December I think, and I entered about 'three 
nights after j we met every Monday night. 

Q, Did you often attend the societies ? 

A> Yes, I think I did not mi&s above oncej till the latter 
end of March, or the beginning of April, for there were 
some resolutions signed, that were put into the last paper 
Mr. Falkner printed ; I believe I did not miss but one 
night; that was somewhere towards February, but I ^m 
not certain vhich night it was. 

g. At what time did you generally go to the meeting?^ 

A» About seven o'clock ; the last Monday in the month 
was my box night, I either then went at eight, or at seven 
and leh the place at eight, 

g. How long did you stay ? 

A. I generally staid till the end, till they were all going, 
and I saw nothing else likely to be done. 

£. What was the avowed object of this society? 

A. To gain a reform in parliament. 

0. Do you know Dunn by sight? 

A. Yes. 

g. Did you ever see him there ? 

A, Yes, and one night he and I were a good deal together; 
I recollected him when I saw him to-day : I have never seen* 
him since. • 

0. You have seen Mr. Walker there? 

A. Yes. 

0. Have you ever heard Mr, Walker damn the King? 

^. No, 

g. Did you ever sec any persons exercise with arms 
there? 
^. No. 

g. Did you ever see any firelocks thdre ? 

A* No; only the first night I went, I stopped by the 
desire of Mr, Walker that night, for he expecte4 another 

riot; 
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ftot ; they brolce ortc of his windows, we went out, and 
whether Mr. Walker had a pistol in his hand when we went 
out to find the nerson, or not, 1 cannot tell; I. saw nothing 
except in his warehouse, there were six pieces of some sortj 
but not firelocHs. 

2» What do you call them? what length are they? 

A. About this length f describing them to be about eighteen 
inches longj, -^ 

0. Yoa never saw any person exercising thiere with fire- 
locks? '. 

A» Never. 

g. Did you ever hear any recommendation of beginning . 
to exercise ? * ' 

^ No. ; 

Q. If there had been su^h in the society, you must have 
stcn it ? 

A^ Yes, and I would have scorned to, have tarried in it« 

g. Did you ever hear Mr. Walker, or any other, say they 
would overthrow the constitution ? 

A» I never did. 

g. Wdiuld you have stayed in the society if such a.pro- 
posal had been made ? 

A, I do not believe I should one moment. 
.£• I^id you ever hear Mr. Walker or the others who 
were there, say or do anything inconsistent with the duty 
of good subjects? 

A, No ; I have heard Mr. Walker many times advise us 
to be peaceable, and say many times he nad no doubt .we 
should be peaceable:* I never saw any thing in that sdciety 
that they need to be ashamed of either before God or man. 

^. Did you ever hear them talk of exciting the people, to 
sedition or rebellion? ■ '' 

A. No. . 

S. Or exciting the people to take up arms? 
. No. , ■' . 

g. Did you ever hear them talk of assisting the French ? 

A» I never did. 

g. If you had heard them talk of assisting the French 
would you have stayed with them ? . . 

A. No ; my principles are those that I would neither have 
war offensive nor defensive. 

j2. Do you know Mr. Collier? 

A» I believe I do; he is a tall man. 

Q, Do you know whstt religion- he is of ? 

A, A Quaker, '' ' "" 

g. Have you heard him swear -often? • ■ . 

*vf. No, I never dUd in my life. '^ - 

^ K James 
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, . . / ' .' Jfanuj Lamax^' ... ^ , 

g. Where do you live ? . ■ > ' 

A. In,Salford. :■■■■' :. ' : . ' . ' 

^<(2*;Whal; business 9t4 y««i? r:. 

-^. A weaver. 

-Qi* Vc^ h^d,' att^n^^ tiiese laeetixigj^ thicit hedari you 
became a member ? 

A, Yes, I think it was the third night, but I canhot be 
positive^ . ... . , .. .. ^ •. :. . • .; 

"(2« Then people were admitted to attend thesfe meetings 
who were not actually members ? 

'4. I never oaw any di^iSiied;; 1 hare takct a man twke 
myself. , 

j^. They weie a<in»ij:ted to these iht^tings^ ^Ithougli they 
were not meitibers ? 

A. Yes. 

(2- Before you became a member you w4sc admitted, and 
aftCi^r you became a membfer yottr took peQ|>l6 wiih you ? 

A,' I took one man with me that had si desire to go« - 

Q. Upon the 17^ of DoeenAieff ydu became a membeir? 

4. No. •• ; . • ■ 

,g. Yctu $aid,ypu went on the l7th^anjd went before you 
became a member? 

4^ Nd^ I never attended till tte 17th df Decclmber* 
H^. Wten did y6u become » atembor? 
' AJ.-1 believe it waa the thi»d night after* 
. g« Bid M^. Walker a^ you to befcomc a nleniber ? 
t jfv N05 I wentof my^awti fice will; I do«'t know Uiat 
any man asked me. 

2- Do you remember Painc's works being read thete ? 

A. No, 1 n6vcr saw th^m thetis* 

g. Did you hear them read ? 

A I never did' h*ar theih read there, 

g. Did you ever hear any part of Paine's hock. nAad 
there? ..' : 

A. No. . . 

.jJ.Harvc ndt yow^ upon y6ur oath., heard book» ridad 
there, which you understood to be Paine** books? . ' ; 

A, I never did. • 

g. That you swear? 

A. I do; I haVfe heard bookil it»fed I did- «ot ImSW 
whose they were; if they had been Paine's,! thejr ^ojiild 
have mentioned that, J -suppose? • : ' ' • / 

^. You mean to say no. books oC. Paine^i wet^ read 
there ? 

A. If 
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X If it had been Paine's Rights of Man, I should hav^ 
known that. \. 

g. Was it your )cnovs»k4ge of the consents of that book 
that entitled you to be a member of this society? 
' ^No. : : 

1^. Had you the knowledge of Paine's book before yapL 
became a member of tHiS-socTetyi oir^ter? 

A, Before, I believfiu • . . 

g. Upon your knth, have you never heard. Jackson, »one 
of the defendants, read Paine's Rights of Man there ? / ^ 

A. No, I never have that I know of. 

({. Vou say you iknow Fai«ic's iELi^^ofirMan perfectly 
well? 

-I, Yes. . - •• ' 

Will you .v.ent«iBt tD.si*reair that you - never hottri 
kson read any part of that book there r . . > 

A, I never have as 1 know of* » 

g. Don't you know ? 

A, He has read books. 

0. Has he re^.)^f(>0kl re^atO(Sy at ifae&e meetings? 

4^ I only'hfard one pr twp read,, and those were.ab- 
Btntti. .' ■ • ' -^i • --^ '• •■ • - ' •" • . ) 

1^. Were they not abstracts out of Paine's Rlj;ht3 rf 
Van? 

A. ITicy Vetip not. "',',' '.' * ' '* " " ".'• 

"fL ''What vras the ii^ect he vas Tt*a^irtg*abtmt tp you ? 

3. There was on«bobk,'' I remember,' that camt? ftW 
London, concerning the unequ^ representatipn of th^ peo- 
ple, that pame from tjie Friends of the People^ 

Mr. Top^g- Tbattarfre froih ^he Fjiciitts of the People ! 

Mr- Erskine, I pre^Uihe it did, a^ I b(ilicrve a packet was 
transmitied from the Fjrietids of the People' to the Consti- 
tutional Society in Manchester. . I am ^ member of the 
Friends of theret>plc, atia i!F yoji have' any ^tiestioni to ask 
relative Jo that society., sweat m^?. atid I wiil ^nsyirij' 
them. '' ' * > 

Mr. Topfine. Who r^ad that? . , 

A, Mt. Jackson. 

g. Wa3 he Uie general reader at the meeting? who read, 
besides Wm? 

A, I have heajrd Mx. Watjk«r read,^ws*papers. 
' g. Sometimes Mi"; Walker read^ and ^ometimis Mr* 
Jackson? , . ' . 

A. We had fiothihg else to pass our time away with;. and 
to 55c hoyr jwhlic affairs were going on. 
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* Jamts LtmaXf 

Re-examined by Mr. Lloyd. 

(^. What ni^ht was it you saw Mr, Walker go out, and 
you suppose with a pistol P 

A, It was on the 17th of December; 

g- Were the riots then continued ? . .1. 

- A, They broke one of Mr, Walker's window^ that night. 

0, You were not a member then? i 

A. No. 

' O, You went as a. friend to defend Mr. Walker's hoose ? 
^ A. I did. - 

g. The book you heard read waSy you say, the publica- 
tion by the Society of the Friends ot the People an Lpiir 
don? - .'•:•••-'-• . - I 

A* It was. / '- 

Jfamcs Roberts (sworn).' * %*^ '• 

Examined by Mr; F«»rAdn, .• 

• I . .• - . 1 \ 

g. Are you a member of the Reformation Society ai^Mf ^i*- 
fj^iester? , ; '. ; :. -. :. -:; ' • • /;/ .0 

A, Yes. < . . : ; 

g. How long have you been a member of thaX sof iety ? 

A^ I entei:eji, I, believe^ on the gist of Jd)ccembcfa79a. 

g# Have you regularly at^nded |h« meetings of. ^hat sp* 
• fiety? *. '- 7 ' •; ' " ' .-. ' . ' ! 

A, I attended very regularly. ; • . . 

g. From this. time in December, till what time? • 

A. Till the loth day of June i793- , ' • . 

. i^. y^hat.^Y^ ^he avowed object of the meetings of tjii? 
society? 

, A^ Tp obtain, by constitutional means, a fair and adequate 
fepresentation of the people, ... 

j2!» P^yo^ ^?^ow Mr. Thofhas Walker? 

A. Yes, ^ ' 

g. Have you seen him at your Reformation Society? 

A. Very frequently. ^ . ' 

gj. Up to what time did you see .Mr, Walker tl^ere ? 

A. Till the. 29^1^ day of April. ; ' : , - ' 

S. Have you seen Thomas Uunp thecc? . 
. Yes, I have, 
. .0, Have you been present when Dunn was present ? 

5iies. , , . ■ ; "• ^"r, : '.. ..* 

(2- Did you at any of these times, when Thomas Dump 
was present, see any exercising of men with arms? 
A> No, never* 

(2* 9' 
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g. Or at any other time, when Dunn was not there, did 
you see any exercising of men with arms ? 

A. Never, 

Q, Did you at any time hear any language whatever from 
Mr. Thomas Walker, or any other persons,^nciting the so- 
ciety to exercise with arms, for any purpose, and what ? 

A, No, I never saw them exercise with arms. 

12* la what place did this Reformation Society meet P , 

A. In Mr. Thomas Walker's warehouse.' ' 

g. Up stairs, or helow stairs ? 

A» Above stairs. 

l2* Do you know the height of this warehouse, frpm the 
floor to the ceiling? 

A, I do not. ' / • 

g. Did you ever hear from Mr. Thomas Walter, or an^ 
other persons whatever, iany language Relative Hd cutting off 
the head of the King, or any thing of a similar -tendency ? 

A. Never in my life. ./. , ' 

g. Did you ever hear or see from Mr# Thomas Walker, 
any language or conduct whatever, that-tended to incUe the 
people against the government, or to anysimikt' purpose?' 

4. I never did. ; > 

g. Did you ever see in Mrv Thomas Wat^cnr, or^an^ other 
persons wnatever attending that society, <ftty>CO]tduct unbb«> 
coming honest men and good subjects? J li ; 

At Nevcf. '•-■', 

j^. Did you ever see any arms at any tiirie in the warehouse? 

A. Just after the riot I saw some pieces-of cano^n; there 
were five or six. . ' 

(?. What sort of cannon w«re they, twetity-four oj forty- 
eight pounders ? 

^ I do not properly understand them.- • 

g. What length were they ? 

A, About^ three quarters of a yand long. 

g. Did ydu ever see any musketry there? : ■ r^ 

A. No, never but on the twelth of tiecember. * 

2- You never saw any musketry at any time during your 
attendance, but on the night of the riot, or the night iaftcr? 

A^, No, that was orte musket in Mr. Walk<ir's kitchen, ; , 

g. How often did you see that? \ ' ^ 

^•- Never but once. 

James Roberts. 

Cross-examined by Mr. J^^^nxon. 

jj. What arc you? 

A. I am in a warehouse. 

g. Wiiat 
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What trade 2ife you f . . .^ -. 

I am in a warehouse, ... , . , 

(J, What arc you ? ... . 

A. A warehoufiOBMXi. 
(2- Who do vou live with? 
A* Messrs. 2vichols and J<<pbert^« . , 

Who.i»tipduQed you into this society? ;- 
I w«s jBot introduced by any po^soin* 
How came you to go tiiem ?\ . '-' ' \,\ 

I went there the 12th of Degooiher, the night follow- 
ing the first riot. 
(2# Were thcfc more riots thanoc^e^? _ • 

A^ The mob met two days together. . 
12* I isked who introduced you to this society « y^u ^aid, 
mbodw WKbndidyou^toitfif«t? : 
. A^ The lath of Diecember >va& the firsts time I wcpjt itQ 
Mr, Walkw'Sa. •. . .^ . ; . 

8- When was th^ first time you yf^nl to th^ society ? 
,• ^ The aotklbf il]^e«mbery 

S»»Wasyoua.iiiembfr tho^i! .' 
. Mo, I 4id;«Qit become ii.mftmber.unul the^^sl ^ pa* 
cember. . ' .1 

£. Y^u tii^lijisVliow, yOObecanie^.iaeinbero^ tjiej^st 
^ January 1.79J? 

Mr. Serjeant CocktU.^ You hatve tafe^a hifndpMfA wxqi^; 
^ Mt. Jfoknson. What was your inducement. t9b$»:o«ie a 
'ncmb^r of ibis Refonnation Society ? . .. . ' i . 

^. Tbey wished a fair rcpji^esc^Utioo of tke 5|WpM ^^ 
parliament. 
. Mr. Ju^ioe Mtmik* Don't }et us enquire into tb^^. . 

Mr. £rskine. It is evidence for the defeodvnts^ avul if 
the gentlemen chgose to ask it,. I )uve a right to ti|e evi- 
dence. 

A. On the i2tb of December, as I was at- work, 1 saw a 
great concourse of neople met in t|^e Market rpUce; I 
' thought there would Ve a riot in the eVeniog; I weat out, 
went into the Church^yard, «Qd went to Mr. Walker's 
house tkat night i a|xl I saw such conduct in Mr. Walke^ 
ai^d the people that were thete, that it made me deierminc 
to enter among them, 

Mr. Johnson. You say you saw np exercising^ bf^t you 
did see arms? 

A. I never saw any fire-arms, but one musket. 

^. Did you see no other fire-crms P 

A, Yes, six pieces of canzioa. 

I2« W'cre they large enough to carry a pound ball ? 

A. I cannot tell, I was never used to thenu 

(^. Did you see any blunderbusses thore? 

A% \ 
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A. 1 do next recoUe^enaeinff iinv blunderbusiises there« 

Q. Did you ^¥tr )ieir «iy ck)oKs read there ? 

^. I heard one book read, 

ft* What was It? 

A^, They called k the Irish Address t^ the Seotch. 

g. Who read that ? 

jf.Mi?. Walker 4id; .' 

g. Perhaps you cannot recollect any particular passage 
in it? 

A. No. 

Mr. Erskint, I dare say you recollect that is not eridknce, 
tIiere£o«e yom ask it. 

Mr. Lauf» It confirms him as to the reading of books 
there. 

Mr. JiMtice HcAkh^ iThcre is no doubt, your witness 
was there. 

Mr. Johnson. You heard that read by Mr. Walker ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Vaughan* They did not shoulder these swiveb, did 
they? 

it* No, never* 

' . Aldr^ i)^n/ifl«t. (sworn). 

Examined by Mr. Erskine. 

Q* HoW' loD^ havd f<»x- liVe^ a» a sefvaiit with Mr. 
Walker? 

A. For two years upon the loth of Marebia3t« 

j^. Do you remember the attack made upon your master's 
kousep ♦ . . ', . 

A. Yes, . 

1^. Was you in the hioiuse at that time ? - ^ 

A. Yes. 

£. 1 auppi>fie you wm pi^tty much frigbteped? 

A, Yes, I was. 

g. Do you remember any cannon ? 

A. Yes. 

^. When were these cannon brought to town ? 

A. The day after the riot. , 

^» Where were they before ? 

A, In the country. 

O. At Barlow-Hall, where Mr. Walker lives? 

A. Yes. 

g. They are little thii|gs,up(>ia caxriages»? 

A. Yes.' 

g; Tikjy wefre Wotj^ht Into towtt the *ay after the riot ? 

A. Yes. ^ 

' • g. Before 
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l2« Befoi:e the tiine that\t]^ese cannon came, do you re* 
member seeing fire-ann$ in your master's house ? 
A. No, ^ /! . . . '<. * 

f. Was you admit tecL to all the parts of the. warehou^^^ 
the house— -you; went where yOu pleased^! suppose? 

A. Yes. 

(I, Did you ever ^ce any men eitehrcising with anns 
there? 

A. lio. 

g. Did you ever hear of any thing like it? 

A. No. 

1^. Did you ever see any arms there before the time of 
the riots? 

A. No. 

(2. If any such exercise ef people with arms had taken 
place, must you not have known it ? 

A. Yes. , 

S, Why should you have known it ? 
• They could not do it in the warehouse, or house, 
without my seeing or hearing it. 

1^. Did you ever either see any such thing done, or hear 
of Its being done. 

A, No, never. 

Q, Can you take upon you to swear that it was not 
done? 

A. Yes. 

(2. After the riots, we understand these cannon, and some 
muskets, and other arms were brought for the purpose of de- 
fending the house? . . ^ 

A. Yes. . ^• 

g. What was done with them after the i ath of December? 

A. They went into the country again I believe* 

2. What was it that went into tlw country again? 

A. The cannon, 

l^. What became of the blunderbusses, pistols, and mus« 
kets? 

A, I never saw any. ' 

0, You never saw any after the riot, nor before ? 

A. No. 

2- You don't know where these cannon went to? 

A, No, I saw no more of them, 

Mary Denkam. 

Cross«>examin6d by Mr. Jfamts* 

2. Were you a Aiember of any of these Reformation So- 
cieties? 

A. No. 
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A. No. 

g. Did you ever attend them? 

A. No. 

Z, How could you tell what was going forward at any of 
those meetings ? 3K>u did not generally attend the warehouse. 
' A, No. 

£. Your business was in the house ? 

A. Yes. 

2, But how can you pretend to say what was done in the 
warehouse ; they might have been in the warehouse for what 
you know ? 

A. Not to exercise they could not ; I must have seen them 
I through the windows. 

(I, Have you been accustomed to see men exercise? 

A, I have seen the soldiers exercise. 

g. They did not always fire when they exercised? 

A, No. 

IJ. Have you not seen them exercise, when they made 
! vciy little noise? 

A, No, I do not know that I have. 

j^. Have you never seen them present, and rise, and kneel, 
and so on ; you say there were no blunderbusses or muskets ? 

A. I never saw any. 

Q,. Andif there was, you must have seen them, must you?' 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Erskine. Is there not a double light through the 
i warehouse? 
I A. Yes. 

i 2. If they had been exercising with fire-arjns there, must 

you not have seen and heard them ? 

A. Yes. 



Martha Wilkinson (sworn). 
I Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cockdl. 

2. I understand you live in the service of Mr. Walker ; 
you attend the Miss Walkers, as their maid? 

A. Yes. 

Qj, How long have you lived in Mr. Walker's service? 

A. More than three years and a half. 

2* Where was you at the time of the riot, the first night 
Mr. Walker's house was attacked ? 

A, At Barlow. 

2. Mr. Walker's country residence? 

A. Yes, 

2. When did you return from Barlow ? 

A» The day after. 

L C- How 
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(I, How long did you continue after you had returned 
from Barlow ? • ' ' 

A. Till the beginning of May. 

H, During that period you lived in his house at Manches- 
ter ? 

A. I did. ' 

2. Do you remember after your return from Barlow, 
whether any arms of any sort were sent for? 

A. No. 

Q, Do you remember the cannon ? 

A. Yes. 

fi» Where did they come from ? 
* A, From Barlow, before I came. 

Q, How long before ? 

A, The same day 1 came. 

g. That was the day after the riot ? 

A, Yes. 

0. You know Mr. Walker's warehouse ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Can you from any room in the house see intq the ware- 
house? 

A. Yes. 

(I, Is the warehouse so near to that part of the house, 
from whence you can see into the warehouse, that if any 
noise, for instance the clatteiing of ramrods, or any thing of 
that sort had happened, you could have heard them ? 

A, Yes* 

Q, You have seen soldiers exercise at Manchester? 

A, I cannot say I ever did, 

g- ^"^ if there had been any noise of that sort, you was 
near enough to have heard^ and to have seen ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Did you ever hear or sec at any time in your life, any 
men exercising in arms at Mr. Walker's? 

A, No, never. 

i^. If such a thing had happened when these weekly 
meetings were held, must you not at some time or other 
have heard it ? 

A. Most certainly I must. 

^. And you are prepared, safely and conscientiously to 
swear, that no such thing happened ? 

A. 1 am. 

g. Describe the situation of this window ? 

A. There is but a narrow yard that parts the warehouse 
and the house, and the windows of the warehouse, and the 
windows of the room in which I was, were opposite. 

g. Then if any thing of that sort had happened^ you 
must have seen and heard it ? 

A. I 
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A, I certainly should. 

g. Do you know the height of the warehouse ? 

A. I do liot. 

l2. You know the gentlemen who came to Mr. Walker's; 
you know that clubs were held there ? 

A. Yes. . ; 

g. I confine myself to the time during the holding of 
the clubs ; did you ever hear any noise then of arms ?- 

A, Never. 

jj. Did you ever see any exercising of men at those 
times, or at any other ? 

A» Never. 
• 

Martha Wilkinson, . ^ 

Cross-examined by Mr. Law, 

g. In what room do you usually live ? 

A, In the nursery ; the nursery,in general. 

g. Is the nursery higher or lower than ^he warehouse? 

A, From the nursery windows we can see into several 
rooms of the warehouse. 

g. Is it higher or lower? 

A. It is higher than one part of the warehouse^ and 
lower than another. 

g. Is it as high as the unper room of the warehouse ? 

A, It is not quite so high. 

g. Will you say, that you can conveniently, from that 
room, sec into the upper room of the warehouse ? 

A, We can see into it, 

g. Can you see from one end to the other of the ware- 
house, from the nursery?' 

A. Yes, from one end to the other of the upper ware- 
house* 

g. The upper warehouse of all ? 

A, ^Yes. 

g.^ And was you every night, for forty nights together, 
when these persons were there, so watching their proceed- 
ings, that you could know if a person had put a musket to 
his shoulder? • 

A. I was not constantly watching, but I have no doubt 
if there had been such a thing I should have known it ? 

g. Did y6u observe all that passed there? 

A. We rrec^uently watched them. 

g. What did they do when you watched them? 

A, We never saw but they were sitting stilU 

0. Talking? 

A: Yes. 

g« You saw books, I take for granted ? 

A. No, 
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No, I did not. * 

You never saw any thing read? 
Never. 

^. But if there had been Paine's book, or any other 
book read, you must have seen it ? 

A» I did not see any book. 

g. If they had been so employed, you must have seen 
that too? 

A. I cannot say. 

g. Why coula not you see a book held up, just as well 
as see a musket held up ? 

A. I never did see a book read. 

(I, How many might there be in the room at a time ? 

A. 1 cannot say the exact number. 

O. Y^u have seen Dunn there? 

A. No. 

5. Were there twenty, thirty, forty, fifty there? 
. I cannot telL 

d^ Do you think there were so many as forty or fifty? 

A. I do not know. 

g. Had you never tjic curiosity to count them when 
there was a good number? 

A. Never, 

g. But if tliere had been books, you think you must 
have seen them, and you never saw any read? 

A* 1 never saw any book read. 

Martha Wilkinson. 

Re-examined by Mr. Serjeant Cockeil, 

l^. From this nursery, in which you fic«|aently were in 
the evenings, if there had been men exercising, jfwi must 
have seen tnem ? 
A. Yes. 

What sort of windows are the warehouse windows ? 
Nearly the length of the warehcNise. 
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FroMcit R^herts (swcA). 
Examined by Mr. Ckamkrc^ 






You are a servant to Mr. Walker? 

Yes. 

How long have 3rcNi lived with him ? 

I pane to live with Mr. Walker in the year 1791 ; 
I have Hved with him ever since. 

g. You were servant to him, of coarse, when the riots 
liappencd in Manchester? 
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A, I was. 

g. Mr. Walker has a house at Manchester, and a coun- 
try-house at Barlow ? 
A, He has. 

S. At the thne of the riots were you at Manchester, or 
ow? 

A, At Barlow. 

£. When did you come from Barlow ? 

A. The morning following. 

ij. Do you know what fire-arms Mr. Walker had for the 
protection of both his houses ? 

A, There was nothing for the protection of his house 
except two pistols, and two blunderbusses, and two fowl- 
ing pieces that I ever saw. 

j2. Had he any swivels? 

A, Yes, half a dozen. 

g. Where were the swivels at the time when the riot 
happened? 

A. At Barlow-Hall. 

g. When were they removed from Barlow to Manches- 
ter? 

A, The day after the riots. 

j^. You don't know how he became possessed of those 
swivels ? 

A, I do not. 

g. When you came from Barlow, how long did you 
continue at Manchester? 

A, We came the 12th of December^ and returned back 
the 5th of May. 

g. Immediately after you came on the 12th of Decem- 
ber, and for some time after, was there any watch kept at 
Mr. Walker's house, to prevent any mischief being done 
to the house — did people sit up all night? 

A, Yes, they did. 

g* Did you sit up for the protection of the house some- 
times ? 

A» Yes. 

g. How long w^re they obliged, for the security of the 
house, to keep up this sort of watch? 

A. For the course of a month, or thereabouts. 

g. Were you often among those that sat up ? 

A, I was. ' 

g. Of course you were in the house at all the meetings 
of the Reformation Society, that took place between the 
12th of December and the 5th of May? 

A. I was. 

g. Had you ever occasion to go into the room where 
tjicse meetings were held? 
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A. I had frequent occasion. 

g. Were these meetings held with open doors, or were 
the doors locked ? 

A. I always found the doors wide open. 

g., There was no sort of secrecy about the pufposcs of 
of their meeting P 

A, Not to my knowledge. 

g. Have you stayed any time when people were in the 
room, so as to hear the conversation that passed? 

A^ I cannot say I have. 

ig. Did you ever at any time hear any 'expressions made 
use of, damning the King ? 

A, Nothing of the sort. 

g- ^^^ y®^ ^^^^ Yi&?s any expressions of any sort made 
use of, to incite any of the people there to break the 
peace ? 

A, I have no knowledge of any thing of the sort. 

2. Was there any exercise of men with guns or other 
arms ? 
, A. Nothing of the sort. 

g. Do you think you must have known it, if any such 
thing had been practised in the place where these people 
met, or in any part of your master's house? 

A. I am sure such things could not be made use of, but 
I should have come to the knowledge of it, some how or 
other. 

g. Did you at any time whatever «ee or hear any thing 
done or said there, that had any tendency to disturb the 
public peace ? 

A. I never did. 

Francis Roberts. 
Cross-examined by Mr, Wood. 

(I. How many people might there be at thosip meetings 
when you saw them? 

A. There might be twenty or thirty, and sometimes 
more. 

g. How many men do you think there might be, fifty 
or sixty, perhaps ? _ . 

A. 1 believe not so many. 

g. How many do you think ? 

A* There might be thirty-five, or so. 

g. Is that the most you ever saw ? 

A. I do not know in particular that it is. 

g. Have you not seen sixty, or more, there ? 

A. No. 

(J. You won't go higher than thirty-five? 

A. No, 
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A. No, I will not. 

g. Did you know those people that had got there ? 

A. No. 

g. I believe you was very seldom at those meetings ; 
did you ever stay a meeting through, from beginning to 
cnd^ 

A. No. 

^. How long might you stay at a time? 

A, Three or four minutes, or so, while I delivered my 
message. 

g. When you stayed up to protect this house, what 
hid you to protect it with? 

A. We had a sword or two. 

£. How many might stay up with you ? did anv of the 
people that attended these meetings stay with your 

A, They did. 

g. The Reformation Society stayed with you, did they? 

A, Some of those people that met in the warehouse. 

(I, How many nights might they stay up with you ? 

A. I cannot pretend to say how many. 

IJ. How many may you have had at a time to stay up with 
you? 

A, Four or five. 

Not always the same people, I suppose ? 
No. 

Francis Roberts. 

Re-examined by Mr. Chamhre, 

^. You never particularly, I suppose, counted the num- 
ber, to know exactly how many there might be ? 
A, I never didw 



Mr. Edward Green (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Lloyd. 

2. You, I believe, were apprentice to Mr. Walker, and 
brought up in his warehouse? 

A. Yes. 

2. How long have you been with him ? 

A. It will be eight years iit July. 

2» Do you remember the night of the riots ? 

A, Yes. 

0, Do you remember whether there were any arms got 
to defend Mr. Walker's house? 

-4. Yes, there were some got. 

Q,. Do you know what arms they were ? 

^ A. They 
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A, They were muskets. 

0, Were there any swivels ? 

A. No. 

O. Not that night? 

A. No! 

Mr. Justice Heath. How many muskets? 

A. I do not know the number. 

Mr. Lloyd. Were you in the iioase the first night of the 
riot? 

A. I was. 

ilm Do you know iwhen the swivels were bought ? 

A. They were a present to Master Walker, by Mr. Jack- 
son ; they were bought at Mr. Livesey's sale. 

£• Do you ^now any occasion upon which those swivels 
were fired? 

A. I remember they were fired upon the anniversary of 
the repeal of the fustian tax* 

g. At any other time ? 

A. I was not present at any other time. 

g. What is your business at Mr. Walker's, chiefly. 

A, In the foreign counting house. 

g. Is that up stairs, or below, in his warehouse ? 

A. Upstairs. 

'bAr.}\ist\ct Htaiiu Do you live in the house ? 

A, I lived in the house five years. 

Mr. Lloyd, In what part of the warehouse is the foreign 
counting-house? 

^. It looks towards Salford, up two pair of stairs. 

2. Do you know the toom where the societies m&t ? 

^. It was in a room up another pair of stairs, where the 
societies met. 

g. Have you ever had occasion to g6 into that room 
when they were met ? 

A, I had frequent occasions to go up to Mr. Walker up- 
on business ? 

g. Did you find the door either locked or fsistened? 

A. Never. 

(I. Did they seem to be about secret business? 

A. Not at all. 

Did you go in without interruption? ^ 

Yes. 

g. Have you had occasion to go in more than once in 
an evening? 

A, I may have gone two or three times, not finding 
Mr. Walker in the first time. 

. How near is that room to the room where you used 
to sit writing ? 

A. Up another pair of stairs. i 

Ig. Is 
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jg. Is part of that room, over the room that you was in? 

A, It IS. 

1^. Did you ever see any men exercising with arms when 
you went up ? 

A* Never. 

£. When you were writing, did you ever hear any 
arms clashing ? 

A* Never. 

(I* Were there carpets upon the floor, or any thing of that 
kind, to prevent the sound? 

A. No. 

12- I undcrstanithat you never saw any men exercising , 
with arms ? 

A. Never. 

g. Do you know what is the height of that room? 

A. I do not know. 

(2. Do you know whether it is such a roqjn that a man 
could shoulder a firelock ? 

A^ I do not know ; I never took patticular notice. 

^. Did you send word before you went in, or go in 
without giving notice ? 

A. Without giving notice. 

0,0 When you went in, did you hear any conversation*-* 
did you ever hear Mr. Walker damn the King? 

A. No. 

Q, Or talk of overturning the constitution? 

A. Never. . ' 

Q, Did you hear any conversation, of aiding and assists 
ing the French ? . 

A. No. 

(J. You never heard any thing of the kind? 

A. No. 
. j^. When you went in, did they seem instantly to cease 
their conversation, or to go on with it ? 

A, They went on with the business they were about.- 

£• Whenever you went in, did you hear Mr. Walker,*or 
any other persop, say any thing to excite disturbance of 
the peace? 
.^ A. Not at all. 

g. Or exciting them to take up arms to aid the French? 

A. No, never. 

(I, Or for any other purpose? 

A. No, by no means, I never heard any thing pf.lhc 
kind. 

g. Or to overthrow the constitution ? . 

4. No. 
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Mr. Edward Green, 

Cross-examined by Mr, Topping. 

Q. If t understand you, you have been several yearc 
witii Mr. Walker? 

A. Yes, I have l^nown Mr. Walkep eleven years. 
d. You was a person, therefore, perfectly well known 
^ asone of Mr. 'Walker»sfamily? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you take upon you to say, how many people you 
l^ve ever seen assembled at any one time ? 

A. Very likely seventeen, eighteen, or twenty. 
2* Will you take upon yourself to say, you have not 
seen to the number of fifty or sixty at a time ? 

A, Upon the night of the riots there were a good many. 
Q, Can you take upon you to say, you have not seen to 
} the number of fifty or sixty assemblca?- 

A^ I will take upon me to swear I have not seen, what I 
; '• conceive to be, si4ch a pumber as that. 

(^* You don't mean to say you can form any accurata 
estimate of the number? 
A. No. 
I (J. You was not a member of this society? 

I A. 1 was not. 

)^. You never went up to this room, unless you had oc- 
I cation to speak to Mr. Walker, then you went, aind ho 

! was called out to you ? 

j -4f I always went in to him. , 

(i. My friend haS asked you as to^ having heard, or not, 
expressions used about the King ; now can yo\i take upon 
you to swear what they were doing, from wnat you heard? 
A, Their conversation seemed to turn upon the ques- 
tion of a reform in parliament. 
^ g. Whether you mean to swear, that you knew or ever 

heard from aiiy individual thei^, any particular expres- 
sions used at all, that you can relate tq the Jury ? 
Am I do not. 

S. You was not a member of the society? 
. No. 
g. Your object in going there was not to learn what tUey 
were doing? 
A. No. 

£• When you did go there, it was merely to speak ta Mr. 
Walker about his own business as.a merchaxit ? 
A» Yes. 

(I. What size is the room in which this society yras held? 
A. It is a long room. 
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d. And will hold a great number of pedple, will it not ? 

A. It will hold a good many people. 

Q. Is it the length, or half the length. of this room? 

A, 1 think it is nearly the length of this room, 

Q, Is there not another room upon the saihe floor ; does 
all the attic story make only one room? 

A, There is another room. 

jj. There is another room upon the same floor, besides the 
room in which the society -was held? 

Ak Yes, there is, 

gw You said you thought part of it was over the count* 
ing house where you are ? 

A, Yes, part of it is over that room. 



.Mr, Edward Grttn* 
.Re-examined by Mr, Lloyi. 

g. The reason why you think the warehouse is over the 
counting house is,- that Both rooms look into Salford ? 

A. Yes both rooms come to the end of the building, 

g. Was it any part of your business to see that all the 
fires were out in this warehouse, and to lock up at night ? 

A, It is my general custom to go through the warehouse^ 
and to lock it up* 

Q^, Did you find any atms lying there, when you went 
through the rooms to Ibck all up ? 

A» Never. 

g. Did you go into this room generally? 

A. Yes, I didfc 

j2* And you did not see any arms lying there? 

A^ Never* 

Mr. George Duckwotth (sworn). 
Examined by Mr, Vaughan. 

g. Are you acquainted with the house of Mr, Walker, 
at Manchester? 

A. I am* 

g. You are also acquainted with the Warehouse of that 
house, and the height of it ? 

♦ A. YeSj Mr, Walker took me through the house and ware* 
house a few days ago, to shew them to me ; I had not seen 
the ware^TQusc before, only occasionally when I went on 
business* Mr. Walker shewed me the different rooms of 
the warehouse upon every story, I measured the height of 
two stories^ which appeared to be the highest, and the low- 
est. 
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est. The highest cooin^ to the best of my recollection (for 
1 did not expect to . be examined here) was nine feet high 
between the hidamfi, and eight feet six inches high under the 
beams. 

. Mr. Lam* You did not measure them? 
A, Yes, I did. 
(J. Did you make any minute? 

. A* No. The. lowest story was seven feet Mx inches high 
under the beams, and eight feet between the beams ; 1 took 
a musket out of the room in which Mr. Walker had put 
the arms, and fixed the bayonet, to shoulder it : when I 
shouldered it, the point oi the bayonet touched the ceiU 
ing : if 1 had thrown it up to my shoulder in the manner 
they do in the manual exercise, the bayonet would haye * 
stuck into the ceiling; I could not poise it. This was the 
highest room in the warehouse. The rooms in the upper- 
most story afc th? highest, 

. Mr. George Duckworth. 
Cro^-examined by Mr. Law. 

.£. You had no. idea: of giving any^ account of this at 
JLancaster, when you made tliup mcasuarcment? 

A, No. I desired Mr. Walker to ge|: some person to 
a»ke the measuremetbt. 

g. Are you not the attorney for Mr. Walker? 

A. I am, but I did not examine the whole of the evi- 
dence. Mr. Se€ddn examined some of the witnesses. 

g. You say you made no minute in writing of this ? 

A. I did not; 

S. Where did you get the musket that you tried with? 
. Out of the room where Mr. Walker had the small 
collection of arms, which he informed me were what he 
had at the time 6i the riots. 
g. ,So you had a mu«ket ! 
A, Yes. 
, (L How fiiany did you see in the armoury ? 
3. About a dozen, I believe, of one sort or other. The 
arms were covered with dust. The room was full of dust. 
The arms were of different sorts. 
There were twelve muskets ? 

No, not twelve muskets, but different kinds of iire* 
arms. 

g. With bayonets all ? 

A, There were some musketoons with spring bayonets. 

Mr. Walker. I have an inventoiy in my pocket, of the 

arms I had at the time of the riots ; I have 4he arms ftaw* 

... The 
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The inventory f^^ng it to Mf^ Lata J is very much at 
your service* 

Mr. Law. The beam of this room comes very deep down, 
does it? 

A, About six inches. 

12- Supposing there had been no beams coming down, the 
room would have been the height of nine feet? 

{l^ What did you measure with? 
A. Mn Walker had a foiir^^oot rule. 
You made no minute at the time? 
1 did not. 

Q* Did you advise a carpenter, to be sent for to measore 
it? 

A. I desired Mr. Walker Would get some person to 
measure it, ' ' 

Mr. puckworth. 

Re-examined by Mr. Vaugkdk, 

d. What arms were' they that you saw there ? were they 
different sort& of arms? 

A, A few muskets, a few muskctoons, ' ' 

g. Whafi are ibusketo<><rs something of the nature of a 
blundexbuss? 

^..Yea.' v. . ■■:^, ; 

Mr. Justice HuLtk. Hiere is one objection, I should be 
^ad to hear what Mr. Law says upon it—^it struck me early 
in tlw^ course of this business — / did ntii mtntion it out of, . 
tenderness to the defendant, that he might have an opportunity 
of clearing his character, hy calling his xiiit:iiesses, but it ap^ 
pears to me that this can be nothing else than high treason. 

Mr. Law. I submit to your Lordship, that it is not 
high treason ; but at the same time, if these facts could be 
so understood, the Crown might prosecute as for a misde* 
meanor ; that was settled in the case of the King against 
Hampden *, and it has been laid down in a great number of 

cases. 

* The precedent here alluded to, is the trial of Mr. Hampden, for a 
misdemeanor, in the latter end of the reign of CharUs the seamdf Fehr»» 
ary the 6th, 1683, before JUDGE J£fT£RI£S; when Mr. Hampdea was 
£ned by him and the rest of the Judges of the King's-ficnch, in the sum 
of FORTY THOUSAND POUNDS ! 

Mr. Hampden remarked to the courts that his father being alive) his ^ 
fortune was but small, and that merely a life estate. To this Mr. Justice 
Withins said, that they could not take cognizance of what his estate 
was; the punishment was to be proportioned to the offence, and the 
Chief Justice (JEFFERIES) added, that Considering smc vtrdiets^ this 
would be thought a moderate fne. 

On passing this sentenoe, Mr. Hampden was totd by the Court, that tde 

i&atter of the offence was such as would have made him guilty of HIGH 

TREASON, had there been two witnesses. The essence of a crime therefore 

(^cording to this precedent )^ot% no$ coasistln the nature of the icx. committed, 

" . but 
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cases, I cQuld cite aiithoritics from Lord Chic^ Jixstice 
Hale, and other books, where the Crown has prosecuted zs 

for 

but is to be Mt one time HIGH TREASON, at another something else, as the 
prosecutor is prepared with one or more witnesses to i>rove it. 

Mr. Hampden remained in prison, and under execution for the fine, till ' \ 

the 30th of December 1685, the Jfirst year of James the second, when a - | 

new witness appearing, be yizi again ittdict^d for the same ofence, but then { 

laid^is HIGH TREASON . " His friends offered money Tor ,his pardon ' 

" to some in power, who wefe the Lord f Judge) JEFFERIES, and. Mr. 1 

** Petre, the sum was six f mov sakd rav mos, and that was ^tuai. It ^ 

*' is not possible for a man to suffer n&ore than he did." 

•* jBy the help of the ntoney, on condition he would plead guilty to hit 
«• indictment, he was to come off; whereupon, pleading guilty, hfc wa» 
" disthafged ; paying 300I. or 400!. to burton ana Graham for die charge 
•* of his pardon." 

'< His abject submission did indeed (iroctfre, him a pardon; but the 
<* shame o^ such a mean behaviour so suxik. and disordered his spirits, that 
«» he was never quite right after it; and about ten years after he cut Eii 
«* own throat." State Trials, Vol. iii. pagt 843. Vol. iv. page 810, and 
Vol. VIII. page 480. 

The fine o^ FORTY THOUSANt) POUNDS, without regarding the 
amount of a man's fohune, and the doctrine ofconvertinghighti^tasonin^- 
to a misdemeanor, both stand upon the same precedent — The one is asjus^ 
tifable as the nrhen . . * 

But is it consistent with the spiritof the laws of England, that tht diCkr- 
ence of the technical phrases in an indictment, shall put a man into the 
peril of th^t judicial discretion, which may fine him FORTY THOUSAND 
POUNDS, whether he has it or not, and commit him until it be paid ? 
t^at is, in other words, which may iM^kison him voa lifb. 

Since Mr Hampden's trials and soon after the. Revolution, viz. in the yth 
of Wm. 3. an act was passed ** for regulating trials in casea of treason, and 
** misprision of treason," wherein it was enacted, that every person accused 
and indicted for high treason, or misprision of treason, should have a true 
copy of the whole indictment delivered to him five days at the least before 
his trial ; and that no person should be indicted,- tried, or attainted of high 
treason, or mispri|ion of treason, but by and upon the oaths and testiinony 
of two lawful witnesses,' either both of them to the same overt act, or one 
of thtfm to one, and the other of them to another overt act of the same treason. 
And that evefy person, who should be so accused, indicted, and tried, ' 
should have a copy of the panel of the jurors returned to try him, (deliver- 
ed to him two days at the least before his trial, and that Ao evidence shoi)iId 
be admitted or given of any overt act, not expressly laid in the indictment. 
And by an act passed in the 7th of Anne, ** for improving the union of the two 
" kingdoms," it was further enacted, that every j)irson indicted for high 
treason, or misprision of treason, should have a list of' the witnesses to be 
produced on the trial for proving the said indictnient, and also a list of the 
jury, with the names, professions, and places of abode of the witnesses and 
jurors, together with a copy of the indictment; aAd that the same should be 
delivered to the party indicated, ten days before the trial, in the presence of 
two or more credible witnesses. 

But these statntes are no longer a protection for tht subject, if he may 
be proceeded against for a conspiracy, which is only another ilame for the 
same accusation, while it removes and destroys these salutary provisions 
and safeguards of the people. 

It was unnecessary for Mr. Walker and the other defendants, indeed ft 
would not have become them, to avoid the verdict 6f a juify, by resorting 
to any legal objections; yd if the docttine laid down in the case of Hamp> 

den 
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for a misdeineanor<^Hat the Crown, in cases of felony, 
xnight drop some of the circumstances, and prosecute as for 
a misdemeanor — the Crown may elect to prosecute the 
crime in its mildest form. This is a point ot such magni- 
tv^e, and having heen solemnly decided in cases I could 
refer to in the STATE TRIALS, I beg your Lordship to 
have the goodness to let this be found upon a special veraict* 

Mr. Erskine, No— no. 

Mr. Law, I want to have the fact found — I pray it with 
the joint advice of some of the most learned persons in the 
profession, I mean Mr. Serjeant Hill, THE ATTORNEY 
AND SOLICITOR GENERAL +. 

Mr. Erskine, "Whatever opinion I may entertain upon 
the argument Mr. Law has offered to your Lordship, I' 
will not controvert it here; but I shall insist upon the' 
twelve honourable gentleiHen in that box, telling the peo- 
ple of England, whether aye or no, my clients ought to be 
convicted, after the testimony I am in the course of giv- 
ing. 

Mr. Law. I am equally before those gentlemen and the ^ 
people of England, for the protection of the people of 
£xigland ; if you rise in this tone, I can speak as loudly 
anif ps emphatically — I will prosecute these pien with ?11 
the liberality of a gentleman, there is nothing has betrayed 
improper passion on my part, but no tone or matmer snail 
put,. mc* down. 

Mr. Erskine, 1 am not accusing Mr. Law of any impro- 
priety or illiberality of conduct at all ; Ihave said nothing 
to that effect ; for the only time in which I have named his 
name, or hinted at it, I have spoken of him with respect ;' 
nothing can be interpreted to the contrary : but a man, if 
he is jiot made of stone, must have some feelings in a case 
of this sort. In whatever way your Lordship may rule this 
point, 1 shall be satisfied ', I might have asked your Lord- 
ship's opinion early, but the same reason that induced your 

Loraship 

den be at this day law, how many Innocept men, under a state prosecution^ 
lArithout any previous knowledge of the jurymen and their political par*, 
tialities, may upon the PERJURY of a single xuiVess, be thus sent to prison 
for the rest of their days? alid where arc the benefits of the acts of William and 
Anne, if they are to be evaded, under a precedent established before those 
acts were pasted, in the most infamous times, and by the most idiquitoua 
ofjudgef? 

f It seem? not ^ litUe ej^traordin^ry that the ATTORNEY GENERAJ. 
for the County Paiatine of Lancaster should pray to let the fact he found, upon'si ' 
special verdict — that is^ in other words, to let Dunn* s evidence he Admitted as- 
tnu^ though even in this stage of the trials it had h^ca positively disproved by 
<• many respectable witne»^es, and Dunn was (while in court) committea ' 
by the Jpdgc for PERJURY, The defendants >>rould by this means, i^^ve 
fubjectedihemselves to be punished, as if* they had been actually guilty of 
the crime they were accused of, although they were perfectly innocent ofevety 
^rt of the charge^ and wef c in con»c<jucncc aoNOUi^ABLXASQVXTTii. 
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Lordship so liberally and graciously not to commimicate yoar 
^ own opinion, governed me, 

Mr. Justice Heath, You wish it to go to the Jury, 

Mr. Erskine. Yes I most certainly do. 

Mr, Walkc^M I am before my country, 'and I will go to 
th^ Jury. In our situation^ even the delay of justice, movld 
ie the height of injustice, , 

Mr. Law, I cannot find it standing upon any authority,^ 
but a case in Dyer. 

Mr. Justice Heath, It has been always, held that the mis^ 
demeanor is merged in the felony. 

Mr. Erskine, When Mr. Ljaw has heard the evidence 
out, for we have by no means done, if he should then think 
it becomes the Crown to go on, he will do so, and then let 
the point of law be reserved in any way most agreeable to 
your Lordship ; but I wHlhave the fact b^orc the Jury, 

Mr. Law, If it ends in your clients' exculpation, I shall 
be as happy as you^ but I, shall see that it does so, ^ 

Mr. William Seddon (sworn). . 
Examined by Mr. Erskine. 

i2. Have you ever seen this man, Dunn, who has beea 
examined to-day ? 

A, I have. 

jg. How did it happeh that you saw him ? 
' A, Mr, Walker, Mr. Richard Walker, Mr. Duckwprth, 
Mr Jackson, and myself, were upon business at m)r house,, 
on Tuesday the i8th of December last: I was particularly 
husy in my office preparing for .the assizes, but I wai? desired. 
to come out upon a matter of moment. When I came into 
the house, I was told by Mr. Walker ^ . ■ 

(j^. Did Thomas Dunn come? . 

A, No, not to my house ; I went down to Mr. Richard 
Walker's with Mr, Duckworth; I stayed there sometime: 
when I came there, I understood Dunn was in the parlour 
with Mr. Walker, Mr. Richard Walker, Mn Joiics, and Mr. 
Ridgway. 

Mr. Law, What is the paper you are i:eferring to? 

A. Notes I took down at the time. Mr. Duckworth, 
Mr. Jones the attorney, and Mr- Ridgway the attorney, 
were with me at Mr. Richard Walker's ; but Mr. Ridgway 
and Mr. Jones were not present at any part of the conver- 
sation I am speaking to. 

Mr. Erskifu, Siulwequent to this time, did Thomas Ounn^ 
the man who has been examined to-day, come into the house ? 

A„ He came the second time about eleven o'clock, Mr, 

Walkcfi 
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Walkcrj Mr. Duckworth, Mr. Richird Walker, and my- 
self, were present — ^he knocked at the door, and came into 
the room ; he first wanted to speak to Mr. Walker alone, 
or to Mr. Richard Walker :^on being desired to speak, he 
repeatedly objected, and declared he would say nothing 
before so many witnesses ; Mr. Walker told him he must 
speak before them, or not at all — »he then desired Mr. 
Walker to sit along side of him, and he would esteem it 
VI honour, and tell him cVery thine; Mr. Walker refused. 
Dunxi then stood up, and desired Mr. Walker to give him 
his hand — I am just now informed that I said this happen-* 
ed on the 18th of December; if I did, I made a mistake, 
it Was on the 18th of last month. 

Q^. Did you take these notes at the time ? 

A^ I tooK down the latter part of the conversation, which 
I have not vet come to, front Dunn's oWn lip$| I made a 
minute of tnis immediately after he was gone. 

Mr. Ef skint. Then I conceive, I am allowed to desire the 
witness, to look at that paper to refresh his memory. 

Mr. Lau). How soon afterwards did you put it down? 

A, This part ftht witness holding a paper m one hand J the 
tiioment he was gone; the other fshezaing another paper) I 
took from his own lips. Dunn Stood up, and desired Mr* 
Walker to give him his hand, and he should esteem it a 
greater honour than if George the third did. This Mr* 
Walker again refused, and told him he had sworn falsely 
against him ; Dunn acknowledged he had, and that he 
had not had a quiet night for thirteen weeks. He then 
rose from his chair, and threw himself upon his knees, 
and seized both Mr. Walker's hands, and exclaimed with 2 
great deal of emotion, *' I have done you injustice, and I 
beg your pardon," he then cried excessively, and addressing 
himself to the defendant Mr. Walker, said " My heart is 
•* almost broken, I am unhappy ; I have certainly done you 
" wrong ;'* he then went down upon his knees to Mr* 
Walker again. Mr, Richard Walker then put this ques- 
tion to him, Who instigated you? Dunn replied, "/ am 
^^ afraid to tell that, 1 have not slept a contented night 
" these thirteen weeks together, on your brother's account. 
** Do not you know I wished him well? I have lodged an 
" indictment against him, but it is a damn'd eternal false- 
" hood." At this stage of the business he again cried very 
much, threw himselt down upon a table, and was in an 
apparent agony for about ten minutes. When he recover- 
ed he seemed very composed and sedate, much more so 
than he was before. As soon as he lifted his he»d from the 
table, (after he had done crying) Mr. Thomas Walker asked 
liim if he did not feel easier? to which he made no parti- 

N cular 
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cular answer, but said, "The charge was taken dovftt 
" wrong at Manchester.'* Mr. Richard Walker then put 
this question to him, " How could you, when you say 
"you wished my brother so well, be prevailed upon to 
" accuse him so wrongfully?" to which Dunn answer->> 
ed, " that's a very cross question." The same question 
was put again byt Mr, Richard Walker, to which Duntt 
said, " I want Mr. Walker to forgive me, and I will d6 
'• him justice hereafter. , I wish you would get a constable 
f* to take me up, and let me be tried." Mr. Walker then 
said, *' you admit you have done me an injury ?" to which 
Dunn replied, " yes, I have, every person knows it, except 
*' Yorke. What I swore in my first exiunination, and at 
" Lancaster, were very different, not at all alike. I was 
" called before the Grand Jury three times ; I will never 
*' go to Lancaster at the assizes, and let Griffith and thd 
" rest of them do as they please, and be damned." Mr. 
Richard Walker fepeatea this question tp him, " Who in- 
. *' stigaied you to do wrong?** Dunn said, " I won't an* 
^' swer such questions." I then asked him what day he 
had charged tlie offence as committed ? His answer to me 
was, " between the 26th and the 30th of January 1793/* 
Dunn then, of his own accord, speaking to Mn Waikei^ 
said, " What shall 1 sa^ to you, I nave done you an injlity,- 
*' and I am soiTy^ what can I say more,*' I then smd jbo 
him, "who set you on?*' Dunn answered, *' I kn6W I 
"behaved ill, . I WAS BRIBED TO IT, THAT IS 
" PLUMP ; but I won't lell who did it, that shall for ever 
" rest in my own breast." After the above conversation 
was ended, which I took down verbatim, in question anil 
answer, Dunn left the room. 

Thomas Dunn called up agaitl. , 

Mr. Justice Heath. Well, Dunn, you have heard this 
evidence ; did that pass, or any part of it ? 

Dunn, No, nothing at all — yes, something of it passed, 

Mr. Justice Heath, How much of it passed ? 

A* I went there tahen I laas intoxicated^ the same as / dm 
now* 

Mr. Lazo. HaVe you been but of the court? 

A. Yes, 1 hil^e. 

Mr. Justice UeaiK . How long have you been intoxi- 
cated? 

A, Not Very long ; I have my recollection abbut tnc, 
though it may seem to the court that I maf^ be ill, or may 
not. 

Mr. Justice Heath,, Were yK)u intoxicated when you 
gave your evidence just ntfw ? 

'' wi* I 
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A, I was not, 

Mr. Justice Headu You have beea intoxicated since 
then? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Law, How much of that conversation is true ? 
thtre is some part you say is true. 

A» I was at Mr. Walker's house ahout a fortnight hence ; 
1 weat in to Mr. Walker ; I was brought inhy a constable 
pf Manchester, and upon that i met Mr. JLicbiard Walker^ 
brother to Mr. Thomas Walker. 

(^. What is the coastahie's name ? ' 

A. One Twiss. Mr. Richard Ws^kpr asked me, Dunn; 
don't you recollect that you have done an injury to my bro- 
thsT? or to that purpose ; well, says I, upon the first exami- 
nation I lodged the first indictment against him. 

Mr. Justice Heath, Has any body been with you, wlule 
youwerieout? 

A, No. 

Mr. Erskine, I should be glad to trace where he has been 
—I don't believe he has been out of court. 

Mr. Justice HccUh. Where have you been? 

A. i have been down the tow9« 

Mr. Serjeant CockelL He \yas told to stay in court. 

Mr. Justice Heaik. Where did you dine? 

A, Below the chan^; I don't Know the ^house. 

Mr. Justice HuUk, Is it a^house you fi^equented before? 

A. Yes. 
, Mr. Erskine. W}^^ din^d jwith you ? 

A. The man's name is Foster. 

g. Any body else? 

A. Yies, Mr. Sidebottoni. 

g. Who else? 

^.Nobody. 

g. Who ar^ Sidebottom and Foster* ? 

Mr. Law. Yousay'Mr. Sedden and Mr. Duckworth were 
by at Seddon's house? 

A^ No, he was at Mr. Walker's; all 4het passed, was this ; 
he:brought me, this Twiss, he intended to take me in, and to 
bribe me over; he gave me <ome money upon it, on Mr» 
Walker's account, drunk or sober I will speak the truth? 

[Mr/ Justice Heath. I don't know how we can examine a 
man that is drunk. 

Mr. Law. What was you to do for that money? 

A. To go out of the way, and not appear here at these 
assizes, 

0,. Did 

♦ Foster and Sidehttm were in the list of witnesses for the Crown, delivered 
h^onrt at thi commncment of the trial, hy thi atiorniesfor the prosecution. 
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(2* Did you beg Mr. Walker to sit along «ide of you, and , 
say you would esteem it as great an honour as if George the 
third did? 

A. I never said tkat, upon my oath. * 

Mr. Justice Heath. How can you Mr. Law examine him, 
after he has told you he is intoxicated ? He has made him- 
self so exceedingly drunk, it is impossible to examine him. 

Mr. Er skint. He denied positively he had ever been at 
Mr. Walker's, pr was ever lured by any body to make a 
confession!* 

Mr. Law. Did you ever confess that the charge you made 
against Mr. Walker, was unfounded and false? 

4> Never, 

Mr. Erskine. Then what this gentleman has said, is false, 
is it ? 

A. I do no$ knowy when was that? ^ 

Mr. Seddon. On the i8th of March. 

Mr. Law. Did Twiss bring you there upon that occa- 
sion? 

Dunn. Yes. 

0. Isheinany employ for Mr. Walker? 

Dunn. He was employed five months upon this busi- 
ness, 

Mr. Erskine. Hear this read over, and stand up, and re- 
member you are in the presence of God* 

{"Mr. William Siddon read his notes again.) 

Mr. Erskine^ Is that true? 

A. No, I never entered intu any part of the house, only the 
door, and which was just opened Jar me. 

Mr. Erskine. Mr. Sedaon is swearing falsely, is he ? 

A. I cannot tell what he may do; he is swearing false^ 
if he sweiars that. 

Mr. Erskine. Did you go down on your knees, and cry 
for ten minutes? 

4* You may as Mrell tell me that I am a woman. 

g. Did you do that? 

A. No, all he ajs^ed me, aU I told him was thi&r^Did not 
ypi| lodge an infprmation, so arid so, and some particular 
words; you were drunk; I said, I will correct it next 
morning, that is aU tha^ ev^ happened. 

g. You never said, you had wronged Mr, Walker, an^ 
went down upon your knees ? 

4. Ineverdii. 
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Mr. Duckworth (called again). 
Cross-examined by Mr. Law, 

Q. Was you present, when this man, Dunn, answered 
the questions put to him, in the manner Mr. Seddon ha$ 
sworn Just now? 

A. I was. 

j^. To the best of your memory and recollection, is tht 
accoifnt that Mr. Seddon has given of it, the truth? 

A. I looked it over, and it agreed with Mr. Walker'19 
Mr. Richard Walker's, and my recollection. 

Mr. Duckworth. 
Re-examined by Mr. Erskine. 

£. I ask you — (though the attorney for Mr. Walker, 
you are a Christian, I trust) — I ask you in the presence of 
God Almighty, is it true or false? 

^ It is true. 

Mr. Duckworth. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Law» 

(2* How came ypu all there, and how came TwisS t^ 
bring this man? 

A, Mr. Thomas Walker and I had gone up to Mr. Sed* 
don's. Mr. Jackson I think was there when I went in. 
Mr. Seddon was in his office. When we had been theii|| 
a few minutes, Mr. Richard Walker came in, and said a 
message had been sent to his house, that Dunn wanted to 
go to Barlow, to see his brother Mr. Walker : we agreed 
that Mr. Jones and Mr. Ridgway Junior, who had nothing 
to do with the prosecution, snould be reauested to be pte* 
sent to hear what passed. Mr. Seddon and I followed alter. 

g. Do you think it professionally proper, when you 
knew that an indictment was found upon tne testimony of 
this witness, and that he w.as to be the witness to sustain 
^t at th^ next assizes, for you two, the attomies for the de* 
fendant, to have him alone with you, without any person 
on his behalf, and to examine him in this manner? 

A. We thought it fitter that he should say what he 
chose to say, in the presence of some other perspn, than 
Mr. Seddon and myself ; and, therefore, we desired Mr. 
Jones and Mr. Ridgway, two gentlemen of unimpeachable 
character, to be present. I did believe Diinn hatt perjured 
himself, from the knowledge I had of the cause ; therefore, 

Ithou^hti 
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I thought it right, that what he chose to say, as a confession 
of his guilt, should be heaixl. When Mr. Jones, and Mr. 
Ridgway, had heani what ho had to say, and had been, gone 
from Mr. RicKard Walker's about half an hour, there was 
a knock at the door, Dunn came in again aioi(ie, then Mr. 
Seddon md I, fr^m necessity y4Lnd notJf<nik ckoiu^^enx iatd 
the room. * 

Q^. Had Mr. Jones and Mr. Ridgway taken his «x4mir 
lationp 

A* They had about half an hour before this time; * 
t' Mr» Er skint. Did you send for this man ? 

A. No. .. * : 

g. Did you employ any body to bring him to you? 

A. No. 

Q^, But when a man had sworn falsely against M r. Walker^ 
you thought it right to he^r hi$ con^ldsipn of his guilt? 

A^ \ did — I thought he had perjured himself. 
'2- Dunn says, that Twiss does work for Mr. Walk- 
er? 

A, I never heard that he did. . "* 

Mr. Walker, Dunn said, Twiss was employed by^m« in 
this business. 

Mr. Law. A man who is your fustian-cutter, is employ- 
ed by you. 

^' John Spi%k {sworn). 

.i) Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cockelt. 

*'*^. Hav^c yoa any acquatntatire with Mr,. Thotnas 
Walker? 

* if. I have Tionc at all. 

! Q. He is a gentleman who is a perfect stranger to you. 

* 3, Yes, I only know bim by sight. 

'*;)&. Have you any acquaintance or connection twith h5xtt? 

* 3. Notie at all, 

S. Do you know a man of the name of John Twiss ? 
. Yes. ' 

' *0* 1 understand he and you arc ncigbbouTs? 
'\3. We^re. 

V$. liid you happen t)n the i8th of March 1794, to go 
tt> Twiss's? 
A, I did. 

12. Was tliat matter of accident ? 
3. ft was -an accident. 

C. Who did you find at the house x^ Twiss? 
3. 1 found Thomas Dunn. 

S, That man behind you? 
. .Yes.* 
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H, Be ^o good as to relate what passed at that tiin«. 
A» Dunn said, he was sorry that he had injured Mr. 
Walker's character in the manner he had dotie ; that he 
had never seen any thing that was bad by him. He ask- 
ed me to go to Barlow- Hall with him that night, to see 
Mr. Walker. 

0. Did that request come From him tp you? 
A. It did ; I told him I would not ^o with him at that 
timetif night, but if he chose, I would go with him the 
next day; he said, no, he .would see Mr. Walker before he 
riept ; I said, he had better send to see whether Mr. Walker 
was in town, or not, to save him the labour of going. Esther 
Ottey went to see whether Mr. Walker was at home ; she 
went to Mr. Thomas Walker's house in town, the servant 
Cold her he was in town, but he was gone out to tea and 
supper ; when she came back, Dunn desired Esther Ottey 
and me to go to Mr. Richard Walker's, and see if \ic was 
at home. 

(I, Did you, or did Twiss at this time, force the coa<- 
versation, or was it entirely from himself? 
A. He said it voluntarily of himself. 
2- Di4 you draw him on by any thing? 

A. Not at all > 

Mn Erskine^ Speak up. 

One of the JfiiTy. It does not signify ^ toe have hen sadj^ 
f,ei a long whUe. 

A, I went out with Esther Ottey, to Mr. Richard 
Walker*s; he said, if Thomas Dunn wanted to see him, he 
might come up in the course of half an hour, and he would 
let his brother know. I suppose he did let him know- 
Esther Ottey went up to see if he was come in half an 
hour. He was -not at home, she waited a little time, — then 
we took Dunn there, John Twiss and me, and left him at 
Mr. Richard Walker's door. 

.^. Was he carried in custody at all? 
A» No, he desired us to go zoith him. 
.0. And you went and left him at Mr. Richard Walk- 
cr^? ^ 

A. Yes. 

t2. Wliat time in the evenifi^ was this ? 
A. About nine o'clock, as nc^r as I can ^uess ; it might 
be half an hour before, or half an hour after. 
' 2' Did you observe, during the conversation youhave been 
relating, whether Dunn appeared to be cool or was agitated? 
A, He seemed very much to want to go. 
j2. Did he appear to be much- moved? 
A. He seemed to be very, much affected for doing what 
he had done— *he seemed to relent. 

(2- Was 
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0, Was you in company, or did you see Dunn upon the 
ft8ui of March? 
A^ No, I saw him on the 2oth« 
(I4 At what time of day ? 
A. About five o'clock* 

S. What passed then ? . 
• He was in at John Twiss^s again, Twiss sent for me 
in, Dunn said he haa stcn Mr.'Kinnaston, and he had chal-> 
leged him with being acquainted with John Twiss^ which 
h^ said he denied* 

(2* Did you see whether he had cried ; or observe any 
thing of that sort? 

A, Yes, I saw tears in his eyes several times. 

Jfohn Spink. 
Cross-examined by Mn lVood» 

(2. You don't know how long he had been at Twiss's, 
when you found him there on the 18th of March? 

A. No. 

g. Nor how much liquor he had drunk ? 

A. No, I do not. 

A» Do you k'no\v whether he had drank any? 

A. He had had ar little, but he was quite sensible ; he 
knew yrhat he was saying and doing. 



g. Just as much as he knows now ? 



lie was not half so much in liquor then as he is now* 
(?. How came Twiss to have him in his care ? 
A. I suppose Dunn came to seek Twiss. 
g. What connection has Twiss with Mr. Walker? 
A, I do not know that he has any. 
j2. Is not he a workman of "Mr. Walker's? 
A. I dare say he is. 

(2* How long had he been after this man to get hold of 
him? 

A. I cannot tell any thing about it. 
0. When you saw nim kgain, he was with Mr. Walker's 
clerk? 

A. On the 19th Dunn said Kinnastpn had ' challenged 
him with being with Mr. Walker's clerk. 
g. Was he with Mr. Walker's clerk then? 

He was ; but I was not there till late in the evening* 
Was he drunk then? 
No, as sober as I am now. 
g. Was it late? 
A, It was about liine o'clock. 
g. He did not appear to have drank any thing ? 

A. He 
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yi» He might have had some driiik, but he was perfectly 
sober. 

J^ohn Twiss (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Chambrc. 

Q, You live at Manchester, don't you? , 

A. Yes. 

g. Are you one of the special constables of Manchester ? 

J. Yes. 

i2- There have been several appointed within the town, 
two hundred, or thereabouts, I believe ? . - 

A, I do not know just the number. 

j2- Do you know Dunn the witness, that has been exa- 
mined ? 

A. I know this man Thoma&^ Dunn. 

2- Were you with him on the 1 8th of, March ? 

A. I was. 
^ Q. How happened you to come together on that day? 

A. Thomas Dunn called at my house ; 1 was lying on 
the bed ; I was sick ; h^ came, and said he had a shilling t6 
^end. 

Q. You did not take him into custody ? 

A. No. ' . 

Q, It is not usual, is it, for people to come to a special 
constable for the purpose of being taken into custody ? 

A» I went along with him to Welch's; he began reflect- 
ing upon his bad conduct — that he had used Nlr. Walker 
very ill. 

A, Did he be^in of his own accord ? 

A. Yes, he did ; he repeatedly said, he had used Mr. 
W^alkcr very ill, that he was sorry for it, and would ask Mr* 
Walker pardon. I said, if thou hast used him ill, thou had 
better ask his pardon in the public news-paper. 

g. Did he express any desire to see Mr. Walker? 

A, Yes, he did, and he would see him, and he wanted me 
to go to Barlow-Hall with him, and he would pay my ex- 
pences. 

g. How far is Barlow-Hall from Manchester? 

A, I do not know — I was never there. — I said it was 
rather too late j if he would conteut himself, I would go 
with him in the morning* 

g. Was l^pink with yqjn at that time? 

A. Spink was in my house, we cainc from, Welch's; 
Spink came into, my house, he desired Spink likewise to go 
along with him. >-.... 

g. Did you evcx give him any money, or ipake him any 
promises, to i^d^ce lum to &ay any thing up»n the subject ? 

O , . A. Ncv«yr 
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A. Never a farthing in my days but otherwise — t told 
him I would not, I never gave him a halfpenny in my life ; 
1 lent him thirteen shillings at different times—part of the 
money before I knew any thing about Mr, Walter's affair, 
that was on the 20th of October last, on a Sunday night ; I 
lent it to him and Sidebottom, and they went and spent it ; 
it was of a Sunday night. 

d. After that time, did you ever lend him any thing ? 

A^ I lent him nine shillings since. 

g. When was the last time you lent him any money ? 

A, The last time was the 21st of March. 

2. How long before the 18th of March, had you lent hint 
money ? 

A. I had never lent him a halfpenny, but four shil* 
lings. 

g. Had you lent him any thing between the 20th of Oc- 
tober, and thfe-iSth of March? 

A, Not a halfpenny, nor. never promised him any thing, 

g. You did nbt go with him to fiarlow that night ? 

A, No— Dunn proposed to Esther Ottey, to go and sec if 
Mr. Walker was at home-*->I was not taking every notice in 
the world. I think she said, I saw Mr. Walker in the town 
to-day, had not somebody better go and see if he is in Man- 
chester ; he desired her to go, she went, when she came back 
the information to the best of my knowledge was, she said 
Mr. Walker is gone out to supper, and it will be late before 
he returns. Upon this Dunn was determined he would see 
him he said before he* slept; he sent her a second time, to 
go to Mr. Richard Walker, and John Spink and she went 
to the best of my knowledge; they returned back,and-told 
him Mr. Richard Walker was at home, and Spink and me 
might bring him up ; we went and brought him up, and left 
htm at the door. 

0. * Was all this done entirely upon his own solicitation, 
and at his own request ? 

A, Upon my oath it was at his own request, not one word 
of interroeatfon. 

(I. Had you ever any sort of conversation with Mr. 
Thomas Walker? 

A, I never spoke to Mr. Thomas Walker sinoc he was 
born, but at one time; there was a fire at a new building at 
the bottom of Bridge-street. I did not see a constable, or 
any one assisting but myself. The gentlemen were beat- 
ing up for the marine corps. Mr. Thomas Walker and*Mr» 
Richard Walker came up, and a brutish kind of a man 
knocked another man down in the shidge. Mr. Thomas 
Walker said to me, " do you know thai man ?*/ ** I do not, 
*' sir." That is every word I ever changed with Mr. Tho« 
mas Walker in my life. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Erskine (to Dunn J. What Do you say tathis now? 
Thomas Du^nn. I say it isfalse^ every vford ojiu 

John Twiss, 
Cross-examined by Mr. Topping. 

g. You are, I believe, a fustian-cutter of Mr. Walker's ? 

A. By business, I am. 

g. How long have you worked for Mr. Wilkfer? 

A, I worked for Mr, Walker-^that is, I work for Est- 
her Ottey^ and she has had Work from that house for about 
six years. 

j^. You was saying something about the ninth of January ? 

A. I have not told you aught about it yet. 

(J. Was you with Dunn upon the ninth of January? 

A. I was. 

g. Where? 

A. At the White Bear, opposite the Infirmary; from 
thence we took a walk to Pendleton Pole. 

i2. You was with him upon the ninth of January? 

A» Yes, and the eighth likewise. 

j^. Had you been drinking with him at both these public- 
houses ? 

4* On the eighth I drank share of a pint of porter, and 
left him. 

j^. Hqw came you to be seeking his company, upon the 
eighth and ninth ? 

A,, He fell into my company on the eighth; I had been 
at Liverpool, and delivered a message from Luke Foster, and 
that was the reason 1 saw him^ 

g. Upon the 2Qth pf October, or thereabouts, you had 
lent this man some money? 

A, Four shillings. 

d. Had you any manner of knowledge of Dunn? 

A. Seeing him last assijies here. 

g. And yet, upon the 2oth of October, you lent him 
money ? 

A. Yes, I did ; I have lent many a four shillings to dif* 
fercnt people. 

g. Having no knowledge of him, but what you had at 
the last assizes here, you lent him four shillings upon the 
8oth of October? 

A* Peter Sidebottom was in company with me. 

(J. You say you was at Liverpool ; did not Dunn go 
from Mapchester to Liverpool with you? 

A. Not with me. 

(?. You went after him? 

- , , >*. No* 
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A. No. 

g. Will you swear, you never went to Liverpool after 
Dunn? 

A. At what time? 

j^. Will you sweat you never went /to Liverpool after 
Dunn? 

A, I have been there after him, within these eight days 
r^with a subpxna in my pocket to subpxna him, 

g. You was with him drinking upon the 8th and 9th 
of January? 

,A. Yes. \, . . '. 

g. Upon the 18th of March you was again with him at 
Welch's?, 

A, Yes ; I told you he called upon me, and I Vent off 
the bed with him. s 

g. Who was in company with yoii at Welch's? ' \ 

A, John Spink, and me, and one James Sxott. \ 

g. When you was with Dunn at this public hoiis6j do 
you remember Mr. Walker's clerk, Moses Eadori, cotning.? 

A. I do, but not upon the 18th. 

g. Was that upon the 19th? 

A, Yes. 

0. And the 20th too, I believe, you were drinking to- 
gemer? 

A. I never saw him before the close of the eveniiig of 
the 20th, when he came to our house. 

g. Was Moses Eadon, Mr. Walker's clerk, with you 
upon the 18th, or not till the 19th? . 

A, Upon the 19th. 

g. Upon Eadon's coming in, 4id not, Eadon go intb an- 
other room, and did not you tip Dunn upon the shoulder, 
and desire he would go with you into another room? 

A. I did. 

g. How much liquor had you together at ihis public 
house upon the 19th? 

A, At this time we had had very little. 

'g. How much money was spent, before you parted? 

A, I cannot possibly tell, . 

g. Don't you know, that fourteen or fifteen shillings 
was spent by Mr. Walker's clerk, at this meeting upon the 
19th/ 

(J. Mr. Walker's clerk never paid a penny to my know- 
ledge— r-I paid most of it. 

0, You treated Dunn, did you? 

vf. I paid the shot, and treated him. 

2* How much did you pay? 

A^ I cannot tell to a shilling or tWQt 

g. Was it twenty shillings? 

- ' A. Ng, 
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A. Ko. 

g. Was it fifteen shillings? 

A, I cannot say. 

g. Was it above half a guinea ? 
• A. It was. 

g. Was it not fifteen shillings? 
' A» It might be for what I know, I cannot telh 

(I. Did not you tell Dunn, you wished he would get 
out of the way, till the assises were over ? 

A\ Never, no such matter. 

£. You swear, that at no time you ever told Dunn, you 
wished he would get cut of the wiy, till the assizes wcrd 
over? 

A, Never in my days^^l wished otherwise* 

12. Do you mean to swear iipon your oath'j. that you did 
not advise him to remain at Preston? 

A* I did not ; he said, he would go to Preston, for he 
said, he would not be subpocna'd by any party ; of all 
things, I said, you will Htna forth at the trial ; he said, I 
will, but I will not be subpoena 'd by any party. 

il. Upon the 19th of March he told you he would not 
be subpoenaed by any body? 

A, That was on the 20th, and he said the same on th^ 
21st in the moriiing. 

2- When did you lend him this other money ? 

A, I ^ent him one pirt on Wednesday night, somewhere 
about the 19th, and ne had the remaining part some on 
Thursday, and the remaining part on. the Friday morning. ' 

2. How much has he had in the whole from you? 

A, Thirteen shillings, Jrom the first to the laft. * 
. 0, And all this, after this meeting at WckVs, the Hare 
and Hounds ? 

A. No, "he had only nine shillings then. 

2. Have you never received from any person whatever, 
cither the money that you spent at the Hare and Hounds, 
or the money you lent Dunn ? 

A, I have not upon my oath. 

2* Nor no promise ? 

ii. .Nor no promise of any thing. Dunn promised he 
would pay me my money back again. 

2- You never had, from any other person living, a pro^ 
mise of re-payment of the money lent ? 

A^ No, never. 

8. Have you never received any money back that you 
ftpent? 

A. No, "never, from man, woman, nor child. 

2» Mr, Erskine fto Mr, DucktuorthJ. \Vhen you heard 
that it was reported, thiit this Dunn had run away, and 

wa? 



( ioa ) ^ 

was not coming to the assizes, did you take any step in V 
consequence? 

A, I had heard he was gone to Preston^ and would stay 
there till the assizes. Wc were much afraid he would run 
off. I went to Preston to desire Mr, Cross> the prQtho» 
notary^ would devise some means of keeping him in his cus- 
tody by a bailiff, or in some other manner. Mr. Cross would 
not do that, but advised me to subpoena Dunn ; we sued 
out a subpoena, and endeavoured to serve him with it, Mr» 
Twiss was sent to Liverpool, to endeavour to subpxrna 
him there. He could not oe found. It had been reported 
that we had bribed Dunn to keep out of tbe way. 

Mr. Justice Heath. I cannot think there is much in th« 
tliirteen shillings, for if Dunn was so corrupt that thirteen 
shillings would infiuence his testimony ^ his credit is net vforth 
much. 

Mr. Jones (sworn). 

'* Examined by Mn Lloyd. 

, g. Was you. at Mr. Walker's on the i8th of March ? , 

A I was. 

(I. Was Dunn, the min who stands behind you, there? 

A, Yes, he was, he came soon after 1 got there* 

Q. Did you hear him say, he had sworn true or false, 
against Mr. Walker? what did he say about Mr. Walker? 

An When he. first came into the room, he seemed as if 
he was rather intoxicated. I thought he reeled across, 
from the door towards the window;' he $at himself 
down, and in a little time a question was proposed, I ^ 
think by myself; Whether he had not something to say to 
Mr. Walker? he said, he had wronged Mr. Walker. ' 1 . 
asked him in what manner he had wronged Mr. Walker? 
he said, he had accused him falsely. Immediately as he ' 
said that, he fell down upon his knees, and begged his par* 
don. Mr. Walker desired him to get up. oevei^l other 
questions were put to him, in what manner he had falsely 
sworn against Mr, Walker, he did npt give any ?inswer to 
them, 

g. Was he brought into the room by force, ox did h^ 
appear of his own free-will ? 

A. I understood he came of his own free-rwill; he 
knocked at the door, and was introduced into the room ; ke 
said, HE HAD BEEN BRIBED TO DO WHAT BE 
HAD DONC. 

g. Did he seem affectedi-— was he in tears? 
. A. -He seemed very much agitated when he entered the 
room, I asked Dunn, who had bribed him^ he would not 
give me an answer to that question. 
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Mr. Jonts. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Laxom 

jj. Was Mr. Twiss, the constable, there? 
A^ He was not there* The persons present in the rooiQ, 
when I was there, were Mr. Walker, Mr. Richard Walker, 
Mr. Ridgway the attorney, myself, and Dunn. 

i^. I only wanted to know whether Twiss was there 5 
you need not mention who were there, for the purpose of 
confirming what you say. Did he seem to you, so far re- 
collected at the time he talked with you, as to be aware of 
the import of what he was saying? 
A. Yes, I thought he was, perfectly. 
Q^. Did he specify any particulars, in which he had ac* 
cused Mr, Walker falsely ? . 

A. He did hot ; I asked him that question ; he did not 
give an answer to it ; he seemed very desirous of commu- 
nicating what he had to say to Mr. Walker alone; he 
Seemed very loth to say any thing to any questions put to 
him, while Mr. Ridgway and I were there ; he frequent- 
ly desirecl that Mr. Walker and he might confer together ; 
Mr* Walker did not choose to trust himself with him alone. 
Q. You have ho sort of doubt in your recollection, that 
Dunn used those worcls that he haa accused Mr. Walker 
falsely? 
A. He did. 

(I, WsLS there any conversation, respecting the indict- 
ment that was depending at Lancaster at that time ? 

A» I did not hear any thing said about an indictment^ 
There was a question put to Dunn, either by Mr. Walker 
or Mr. Ridgway, I believe, by Mr. Ridgway, whether he 
had ever heard Mr. Walker damn the King? he said^ he 
never had f he had heard him speak disrespectfully of him. I 
asked him in what manner he had spoken disrespectfully of 
him? but to that question he gave no answer. 

(2- Was there any mention made at that time, of any as- 
semblies held at the house of Mr. Walker, for the purpose 
of exercising with arms ? 
A. Not a syllable. 

g. Was any thing said of Mr, Yorke being at Mr. Walk- 
er's ? be so good as tell me all that passed at that meeting ? 
A. There was a question asked about Mr, Yorke; it was 
asked by Dunn himself—- instead of directly answering Mr, 
Walker's questions, he seemed to evade them by putting 
the question whether Mr. Yorke had been in town or no? 
or whether he had seen him within a few days? Mr. 
Walker did not give him any answer to that question. 

(J. Nothing 
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Q. Nothing was said then about Yorke's having been at 
the meeting at Mr, Walker's house ? 

A. No. 

Q, How long might Dunn be with you in the whole ? 

A, I fancy he was about twenty minutes, or half an hour 
in the room — the questions I have mentioned, 'were fre- 
quently put to him, 

(2* ^ J" yo^ ^^^ ^^y thing down in writings of what 
passed ? 

A, 1 did that night when I got home« 

fi. Have ypii a minute of it r 

A, I have, 

j2« Be so good as to let me look at that minute ; it is not 
from any doubt of your giving me the best of your recol- 
lection, I wish to see it for another purpose. 

fMr. Jones gave Mr, Law his minutes, J 

You mention here, I see, that you went with Mr. Rich- 
ard Walker, Dunn was soon introduced — ^by whom was he 
introduced? 

A, I thinkMr. Richard Walker shewed him into the room, 
if I recollect right ; somebody knocked at the door very soon 
after we got there ; I understood it was Dunn ; he came 
immediately into the room. 

(2. Who introduced him. 

A. I think Mr. Richard Walker opened the door when 
Dunn came into the room. I was douDtful towards the end 
of the business, whether he was drunk, or only feigned 
to be so; for towards the latter end of it he appeared more 
steady, and seemed perfectly collected in every thing he 
said ; he was particularly urgent with Mr. Walker to be 
alone with him. Finding that could not be obtained, *he 
wished to be with the two Walkers*, that was refused; 
then he desired he might be with Mr. Richard Walker 
alone^ which was also refused, and Mr. Walker peremptorily 
iold him he would not suffer himself to be in his company 
alone. The man seemed very much vexed at it arid he came 
out with a threat upon the occasion ; he said Mr. Walker 
would repent of it, for it would be a damned deal worse for 
him, let him bring as many witnesses as he would, 

Mr. Erskine, Mr. Thomas Dunn, is this true or false? 

A, False, 

g. This gentfeman is perjured then — it is all false? 

A, Yes, 

Mr. Law, I know the character of several of the gentle- 
men who have been examined, particularly Mr. Jones ; I 
cannot expect one witness alonq, unconfirmed, to stand 
against the t€?stimony of these witnesses ; I ought not to ex- 
pect it, 

Mr, 
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mn tuiiice Heath. You act very properly, Mr. Law- 

The jury immediately gave their verdict NOT GUILTY. 

Mr. l^aughan, I pray that Dunn may be committed. 

Mr. Erskine. We will undertake to prosecute him for 
PERJCRY. 

Mr. Justice. Heath, Let him be committed ; and I htope, 
Mr. Walker, that this will be an admonition to you, to 
keep better company in future. 

Mr. ffalker, I have been in no bad company, my Lord, 
except in that of the wretch who stands behind me ; nor 
is there a word or an action of my life, in which the public 
ate at ail interested, that I wish utisaid, or undone, or that 
under similar circumstances I would not repeat. 

Mr. Justice Heath. You have been HONOURABLY 
ACQUITTED, Sir, and the witness against you is com- 
mitted for PERJURY, 



Immediately after the above verdict was given, the same 
Jury was again impanncllcd, and sWorn to try Mr. Walk- 
si upon the j^^amf^ indictment, charging hiih vfiihtiamuing 
the Kin^^ and sayings he w^uld as soon take his head af^ as 
tear a bit of paper. . 

Thomas l)unn, the only eH^idence for the CROWN oil 
tWs indictment, having been committed for PERJURY, 
the fury instantly returned their veVdictj NOT GUILTY. 

Nlr. Walker had the most incontrovertible evidence to 
prove, he was in London at the time Dunn swore that the 
wffds laid in this indictment, were spoken ly Mr. Wdker 
t» Manchester), 



tlie jury were again impannelled aird sworn to try 
James Cheetham, upon the separate indictment against 
aim, for damning the King^ and wishing he toas guillotined^ 
lut the witness for the CROWN, Mr. Dunn, haviM 
lecn committed for perjury, the jury IMMEDIATELY 
found the defendant NOT GUILTY; 

p Upon 
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Upon Saturday, the 5th of April 1794, a Bill of Ii^dipt* 
ment was preferred agaimt Thomas Dunn, for PER- 
JURY ; and; found by the Grand, Jury, of which Ihe* fol- 
lowing is a List. 

THOMAsBuTTERWORTHB'ATLEY,Esq. of ifo^e, Foreman. 

Nicholas Ash ton, Esq. of WopUon^ 

William Asshbton, Esq^. dl Cucrdak^ Lodge. 

Edward Buckley, Esq. of Zflncfljfer, 

Daniel Bay ley, Esq. of Hope» 

Joseph Brookes, Esq. of Everton, 

Charles Gibson, Esq. of Lancaster, 

Geoffrey Hornby, Sen. Esq. of Preston, 

John Fowden Hinole, Esq, b£ Blackburn, 

Henry Hulton, Esq. of Preston, * 

Robert Hes;leth, Esq. of Lancaster, 

]oHK MACHZLLi "Esq, of Pefiny bridge. 

Thomas Jqhjm pARKfiVEsq. ol Highfield, 

Edmund Rig^y, Esq. oiGrange^ 

Abraham Rawlins on, Esq. of EUeUHaU, 

William Rawunson, Esq. of -<4ncofl/x. 

Nicholas Starkie, Esq. of Frenchwood, 

Robinson Shuttleworth, Esq. of Preston, 

Henry Sudell, Esq. of Blackburn, 

John Walmesley, Esq. of Preston, 

Jam&s Wh alley, Esq. of Clark-Hill. 

Joseph James Vernon, Esq. of Prestow. 
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No. I. 



Copy of Mr. Walktr' s first Letter to 
Mr. Secretary Dundas. . 

Batc'is Hotel j^ 17 June, 1793, 
Sir, ', 

1 have been for some time absent from home, on ac- 
count of business whichhas required my presence in London. 
1 find by my letters of last Saturday, (the contents of which 
ard still more strongly confirmed by those of to-day) that a 
report has been industriously drcvdated in Manchester of a 
charge of HIGH TREASOI4, made against me, before 
the magistrates of that town. 

I am iextrcmcly sorry to occupy your time, with the fri.» 
volous tumours that idle and ignorant, or bigotted and 
malevolent people may amuse themselves with propagating 
at the expence of my charact^y, ^ But the report above men- 
tioned is in itself so serious, and has been the topic of so 
much conversation at Manchester, that I think it right, in 
justice to myself, and to obviate any false construction v^hicYi 
my enemies may put upon my absence from home, to inform 
'ou, Sir, that my resicience is as abovementioned, and that 
shall be not merely ready and willing^ but desirous to meet 
any charge that may be made against me from whatever 
quarter it may proceed. I shall be upon change at the usual 
tim6 almost every day this week, and I shall be this evening 
in the lobby of the House of Commons, or in the gallery 
there. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
your most obedient servant, . 

(signed) THOMAS WALKER. 

The Right Honble. Henry Dundas, 
Principal Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, &c. &c. 

No. 
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No. 11. 



Copy <ff. Mr. Walker's second Letter te 
Mr. Secretary Dundas. 

Bate's Hotel, 22d June, 1793, 
Sir, 

4-n consequence of repeated advice from Manchesr 
ter of warrants /or HIGH TREASON having been issued 
against me, J thought it right to inform you by letter on 
Monday last, that I resided during my stay in town, at Bate's 
Hotel, and that I should be at the flouse 01 Commons on that 
evening, and on change at the usual hours almost every 
day of the week. I have kept my promise. 

I confess I am somewhat surprized, under all the circum- 
stances of my situation, that 1 have not been favored with 
an answer to that letter, but had the business rested there, 
I should probably have troubled you no further. 

By a letter, however, from my attorney in Manchester, 
sent yesterday under cover to a hiend of mine, I learn offi- 
cially that a warrant uoon a cliarge of HIGH TREASON 
has certainly been issued against me at Manchester, and I have 
every reason to suppose (if my information be truej that the 
intent of the charge in the first instance, and the suDsequeot 
delay in proceeding upon it, is not to punish me for a po* 
litical oftepce, of which I know lam not guilty, httt0 
injure rny general character and reputation: indirectly in* 
<ieed, but irrevocably. ' 

The character and credit of a commercial man, Sir, i$ 
too delicate to be trifled with. Hitherto mine has been 
unsullied ; and I trust it will remain so by any conduct of 
my own. But the principle of harassing a British mer- 
chant by vague reports, industriously circulated, of crimes 
he has never committed: by charges unfounded, and threats 
unexecuted, is so base, so detestably malignant, that I hope, 
for th^ honour of the national character, it is confined tp 
my enemies at Manchester. 

It is highly improbable that any charge of so criminal a 




mg to law, if there be any legal accusation against me, or if 
there be none, that I may be informed of it without delay, 
I think I have a right, alter what has passed, t9 require a^i 
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an act of common justice, that my mind may be set at ease, 
^nd that I may be enabled to attend to my commercial con« 
cerns, without the perpetual anxiety attendant upon re* 
ports and suspicions mgst injurious and unfounded. 

Mr. Wharton will do me the favour to deliver this, and 
wait for an ans>ver *• 

In the mean (ime I am, 
Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

(signed) THOMAS WALKER, 

The Right Honble. Henry Dundas, 
his Majesty's Principal Secretary 
pf State /or the Home Depart* 
tnent^ &c. &c. 



No. III. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr* Walker to 
Mr. Wharton. 

Bate's Hotel, London, i6th July 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

1 have no doubt you will be much surprized, 
vhen I inform you, that I am still without 'any answer to 
the letter you did nie the honour to take to Mr. Dundas (39 
lecretary of state for the home department) upon the 22d 
ult. and several of my friends, being not less surprized than 
inyself at the silence of Mr. Dundas, are anxious to know 
what passed between vou and him upon the delivery of my 
letter. I shall, therefore, consider myself particularly ob- 
liged, if you will favour me, as nearly as you can recollect, 
With the substance of the conversation which took place 
Itti tha( occasion. 

With much respect and esteem believe me. 
Dear Sir, 
very sincerely your's, 

(signed) THOMAS WALKER. 

John Wharton, Esa. M. P. Skelton 
Castle, near Cuisborough, York- 
shire. 

,, No. 

** While Mr. Wharton went in to Mr, Dundas, Mr. Walker, and Mr, 
Cooper as his frieqd, waited war t^e door of the Board of Controul, tiU 
|tr. Wharton c^mt out. ^ 
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No. IV. 



Copy of. Mr. WhartorCs Answer to 
Mr. Walker. 



Dear Sir, 

1 am much surprized to find that you have not 
yet heard from the secrgt?iry of state's office in reply tathe let- 
ter I delivered from you to Mr. Dundas, on the 22d ult. jhe 
conversation that passed between us on tfiat occasion, you 
desire that I should repeat to you; it is impossible for me 
to undertake to do it verbatim ; but the substance was, that 
I presented the letter at yoi*r r'equest, in consequence of 
your not having received any reply to one of a similar pur- 
port, that you had written to him on tiie. preceding Mon-, 
day; and that being kept in as tate,9f /Suspense on a subject of 
so serious a nature, was highly injurious to you as an English- 
jnaniand a merchants — Mr.DumMs read the letter, and said 
that it was impossible for him to make any other repiy^ it 
than this, that he had received serious.ana criminal charges 
against you; that he had consequently takeiji suchj^teps sifi 
J\is official duty required, to have those charges invesJUTaatecL 
^hd that 1 iiiight assure you, that ho official dels^y 'snpuui 
arise, and tliat when any determination was taken re- 
specting them/ you shoula be apprized o£ it. I s^id yq^i 
wished for nothing more than a speedy determination oji 
the steps to be t^ken, and that you did npt wish.toescajpe 
the justice of your country, if you had offended it.; ana I 
added, that you had accompanied me to his office, and that 
\ Was ready to deliver up the culprit, it he considered you 
as such, immediately ; but I a^pprehended that upon a full 
investigation of the charges against you, it would appear 
that personal enmity to you, and jealousy, of your commer- 
cial connections, had instigated persons who had failed in 
their ^tt<iinpt^, to injure you commercially, to make this at- 
tempt to take away your life; Mr. Dundas ^aid it was very pos- 
sible that there might be low and personal motives for tb« 
prosecution, and that he (from everything he had heretofore 
heard or known of you) had too good an opinion of your 
understanding, to suppose you would subject yourself to the 
penalties of /Mgh treason, I then thankea him for his 
candour and politeness, axid took my ieave, 

I shall 
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I shall be very happy to hear from you, if any thing 
further is done in this business, and remain, 

t)ear.Sir, ,f 

with great regard, your's^ very, sincerely, * 

(signed) JOHN WHARTON: 

Skelton Oastle, July 21, 1793. 

Ihoinas-WaIkcr,iE9q. Batc'tt Hotel, 
Ad^lphi, London* 



No, v.. 

Cdfy- qf^or third Letter from Mr. Walker^ . 
to Mr. Secretary Dundas. 

Bate's Hotel, 29th July i793« 

Sir^ 

from Mr. Wharton's account of the conversation 
that passed, between you and him, on his delivering to you 
my letter of the 22d ult« I was induced to expect an early 
intimation of the intended proceedings against me, or of their 
having been relinquished* I should be much surprized that 
no decision had yet taken place on this business, if I were 
not conscious that the more strictly the. accusations were in- 
vestigated, the more futile they would. appear. 

My bu-siness in London will occupy mo .till Sunday 
next, when I shall set out ias Lancashire, uidess some no- 
tice from the office of his Majesty's secretaries of state 
should detain me longer in town. 

I have the honour to be, . 

Sir, 
>' ' your most ODedient servant, 

■ • * (signed) THOMAS WALKER. 

The Right Honble. Henry Dundas, 
his Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, &c. &c. 



Mr. 
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Mr. Walker not having received an answer from Mr. 

gundas to any of his three letters, and judging that Mr. 
undas's testimony might be essential, directed him to be 
subpoenaed to appear as a witness on this trial at Lancas« 
ten The following are copies of two subpoenas with which 
Mr. Dundas was served, together with the copies of two let- 
ters, the one from Messrs. Ward, Dennetts and Greaves^ 
«gents to Messrs. Duckworth and Dennett, and the other 
from Mr. White, solicitor to the treasury, to Messrs. Ward, 
Dennetts and Greaves^ upon this subject* 



No. VL 

Copy ojthejint Subpxna with which Mr. Dundas 
was served. 

Oeorge the third^ by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
To the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, our Principal 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, greeting, wc 
commana you, that laying aside all other business, excuses, 
and delays whatsoever, you be and personally appear before 
our justices at Lancaster, the first day of the next general 
session of assizes of oyer and terminer, and general gaol 
delivery there to be holden, to testify and speak the truth 
between us and Thomas Walker, George M' CuUum, Johit 
Smith, William Paul, Samuel Jackson, James Cheetham, Oli- 
ver Pearson, Benjamin Booth, Henry Yorke, and Joseph CoU 
lier, on the part and behalf of the said Thomas, George, John, 
William, Samuel, James, Oliver, Benjamin, Henry, and Jo-« 
seph, upon all such matters and things where upon you shall be 
examined; and that .you bring with you ana produce upon 
the said trial, three several letters, purporting to be W^ritten 
by the said Thomas Walker to you, one of which is dated 
ia the words and figures following, *' Bate's Hotel, ifth 
** June 1793," and is signed and subscribed with the name 
**Thonms Walker," and is directed to you by the descrip- 
tion of the Right Honble. Henry Dundas, Principal Secretary 
fN, of State for the Home Department, &c. another of whicn 

said letters is dated in the words and figures following, 
" Bate's Hotel, sad June 17935" and is signed and subscrib«t 
} ed with the name '* Thomas Walker," and is directed to you 

by the description of " The Right Honble. Henry Dundas, 
** his Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
'^ Department, &c. &c." and the other of which said letters 

is 
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Is dated in the words and figures following, " Bate's Hotcl,^ 
** a9j"*y 1793/' and is signed and subscribed with the name 
*^ Thomas Walker," and is directed to you by the descnp- 
tion of " The Right Honble. Henry Dundas, his Majesty's 
**^ Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
&c. &c. And this you are not to omitj under the pfenalty of 
one hundred pounds. Witness, Sir Archibald Nlacdonald, 
Knight, at Lancaster, the fifteenth day of August, in the • 
thirty-third year of our reign. 

BATT. 

(Endorsed^) 

March 24th 1794. Served this Subpoena on Mr. Dundas, 
at his house at Wimbledon, and at the same time offered 
him thirty guineas, which he refused. 

(signed) J.DENNETT. 



No. VIL 

Copy of the second Subpana with which Mr. Dundas 
was served. 

vjeorge the thirds by the grace of God, oi Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King^ Defender of the Faith, &c« 
To the Right Honble. Henry Dundas, our Principal Secre- 
j tary of State of the Home Department, greeting, we com* 
I mand you, that laying aside all other business, excuses, and 
I delays whatsoever, you be and personally appear before our 
I Justices at Lancaster, the first day of the next general session, 
ofassizesof oyer andterminer, and general gaol delivery there 
' to be holden, to testify and speak the truth between us and 
Thomas Walker, George M* CuUum, John Smith, William 
Paul, Samuel Jackson, James Cheetham, Oliver Pearson, 
Benjamin Booth, Henry York, and Joiseph Collier, on the 
part and behalf of the said Thomas, George, John, Wil- 
liam, Samuel, James^ Oliver, Benjamin, Henry, and Jo- 
seph, upon all such matters a^d things whereupon you 
shall be examined; And also that you bring with you and 
, product upon the trial of this traverse^ all informations anJt 
j examinations^ and , copies of informations and examinations^ 
^nkin on oath or otherwise^ of Thomas Dunn, or any other per^ 
ion or persons against the said defendants^ or any of them, a- 
tkrfor high treason^ conspiracy^ or any other crime or misde^ 
wanoTf transmitted and delivered toyou^ either^as the Secretary 
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oj statty or ctketwisey and all warrants^ or copies of warraHt^ 
issued thereon^ and all other proceedings Had and taken there" 
onJ' — ^Arid this you are not omit uoder the penalty of one 
hundred pounos. Witness, Sir Archibald Macdon^tld, 
Knight, at Lancaster, the fifteenth day of August, in the 
thirty-third year of our reign^ 

, BATT. 

(Endorsed.) 

Maifch 25 1794. 

Served this subpcaena, by delivering copy to Mr. Nepean, 
who undertook to accept it as if served on Mr. Dundas. 

(signed) 7. DENNETT. 



No. vni. 

Cojy of Messrs. l/^ard^ Dennetts and Greaves' s Letter 
to Messrs. Duckworth and Dennett* 

The King against Walker and others^ 

Gentlemen, 

We could not get to see Mr.^0uridas to 
serve the last subpoena upon him, but Mr. Ncpean re- 
ceived it, and he undertook to accept it as good Service, 
since which we have received the inclosed letter from the 
Solicitor to the Treasury, which admits the service of both 
subpoenas. 

We arc, 

Dear Sirs, 

Your's, sincerely, 

(signed) WARD, DENNE TTS & GREA VES^ 
Covent Garden, March 27, i794r 

We return you the subpoena* ^ 

Messrs. Duckworth and Dennett^ 
I Manchester. 



Ho. 
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No. IX. 

Copy of Mr. White's Letter to Messrs. Ward^ 
Dennetts and Greaves. 

The King agaiust Paul and others. 
Sirs, 

X he subpoena which you served on Mr. DundaS| 
requiring him to produce three letters, sent by Mr. Walk- 
er, one of the defendants, to Mr. Dundas, as Secretary of 
State, hath been sent to me^ together with Mr. Walker's, 
letters. 

I beg leave to acq^uaint you, that these letters shall be 
produced on the Trial, if called for, and I will instruct 
nis Majesty's Counsel to admit that they were received by 
Mr. Oundas, in his capacity of Secretary of State, and that 
both subpcenas have been served* 
I am, 
Sirs, 
your most humble servant, 

(signed) JOS"' WHITJ^. 
Ko, €, Lincoln's Inn, 
27 March, i794« 

Messrs. Ward, Dennetts and Greaves, 
Solicijtors, Covent Qarden* 



No. X. 

Particulars of several Applications made by Mr. 
Richard Walker^ respecting his Brother^ Mr.^ 
Thomas Walker^ to the Rev. John Griffith^ one of * 
his Majesty's Justices if the reace. 

On Thursday July 18th 1793, I went to the Rev. John 
Griffith's house a little before ten in the morning, accom- 
panied by Mr. William Seddon, but finding Mr. Griffith 
was gone to church, we waited in the church-yard till he 
came out, when Mr. Seddon told him we wanted to speak 
to him, on which Mr. Griffith took us into a public house 
%» tho church-yard^ ^hcrc Mr. Seddon informed him that 
a5 
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as wc understood he had grant«»d a warrant against Mr. 
Walker, we came to let him know that Mr. Walker was 
in London, and where he was to be met with ; that he 
(Mr. Griffith) might get the same served upon him therc^ 
Mr. Griffith- replied, that there certainly was a warrant 
signed by him^ against Mr, Thomas Walker^ for HIGH 
TREASON, and when he came home, it would be put 
in force ; that there had been a person waiting in the 
MARKET PLACE ♦ to apprehend him^ at a time when it 
was reported he was returned home, that Unite, a deputy 
constable, had either been at Barlow or in the neighbour- 
^ hood, as it was said Mr. Walker had been there, and that he 
liadf also been seen in Manchester. I told him it was per-* 
fectly untrue ; that my brother had never been out of Lon- 
don or the neighbourhood, sincf he first went up; Mr, 
Griffith said "-1 do not hesitate to declare that as the mat^ 
ter now stands we cannot convict. either Mr. Paul or any other 
person of high treason as we have only one witness at pre- 
sent." I then read him the annexed paper, and gave 
him my brother's address on a card, in my brother's own. 
hand writing. Mr. Griffith said, he did not see why he 
should act o«lt of his own district, and that I had better 
give the card to Unite, who had the warrant, and m*ight 
do as he pleased \ I replied, I should have nothing to 
do with Unite, or any such people, that he (Mr. Grif* 
fith) had declared he had granted a warrant for my 
brother's apprehension, and therefore I left the^ card 
with him. He persisted in saying, he saw no reason for 
his acting ; Mr. Seddon replied, he thought if Mr. Walker 
had really been guilty of HIGH TREASON, he ought ta 
have been taken up^ or to be so immediately^ wherever he was^ 
and prosecuted at the expence of the public. Mr. Grif- 
fith said, he did not see that ; he had sent copies of the infor-m 
mations to government^ and could not tell why they did not act^ 
and why they seemed to wish to throw the business on a 
country justice. Mr. Seddon declared he thought it very 
Strange, and a most malevolent piece of business thrpugtl- 
out, and observed, that had a warrant been issued against 
any person on a charge of bastardy, he (Mr. Griffith) would 
have taken care to have it backed, and the pc rson appre-r 
hended at the charge of the parish. Mr. Griffith replied^ 
f* that would bt, for the security of the parish.^* Mr, Seddon 
said, "true, and this being on a charge of high treason, is fot 
" the security of the kingdom, and ought to be at the cx^ 
♦' pence of the publick," Mr, Griffith still said, they had on* 
• ■ '• • ly 

* The Market-place in Manckesieris tonsid^ted as tka MJtfkttfigt^^mketttki 
f^r^hanU and manufactuuTS n$ct t9 trawuit th^ir h^in/Cfs^ 
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ly one witness ; on which I remarked, that with all the 
pains which it was reported he, the Rev. Mr, Griffith, 
nad taken, it was surprizing he coald not get another witness 
as good as the one they had^ but that I thought no candid or 
dispassionate person was at a loss to what motive to attribute 
the present proceedings. 1 also mentioned my brother's 
having given notice to Mi. Dundas, of his being in London^ 

The Rev* Mr. Griffith said,' " that so far from his acting 
'* in London, was he there, and had a sufficient acquaintance 
** with Mr. Thomas Walker, he should not think it unjus- 
^ tifiable or improper to call on him at his own hotel, and 
« dine with him." On whichMr.Seddon safd, IVhat! DINE 
With a traitor I and I added, and one against whom 
you yourself have issued a zu arrant for his apprehension I he 
rep[ied, *' I mean as a private gentleman ;" we both rc» 
peated, would you dine wUh a TRAll OR ?" 

Mr. Griffith then said, it was not incumbent on him to 
take any steps to apprehend Mr. Thomas Walker out of 
his own neighbourhood, on which Mr. Seddon observed^ 
that the warrant being for conspiring or compassing the 
death of the King, as he (Mr, Griffith J had acknowledged^ and 
Mr, Thomas Walker being in London so neer the King's 
]>erson, he might more easily have an opportunity of put* 
ting his wicked intentions into execution, but that a trai- 
tor aught to be taken into custody wherever he was, as 
soon as possible; and I said it shewed little regard for the safo- 
ty of the King's person, to suffer those who were accused of con- 
spiring against his life, to be at large so near him without in^^ 
tcrruption. 

The Rev. Mr. Griffith also declared, that Unite hzd followed 
Mrs. Jackson's Funeral to have apprehended Mr.Jfackson, had he 
followed her to the grave; that he wished Unite not to inter- 
liipt the ceremony, as he thought it would be rather indeli» 
cate, but to follow Mr. Jackson, and take him up as he re- 
turned home, or at his own house. Mr. Griffith also said, he 
was persuaded that treason had been actually committed at 
Mr, Walker's house, but that Mr, Walker was not present at 
the time. I replied, that was not the fact, for neither 
niy brother, nod, had any connection with people guilty oiF 
treason* Mr. Griffith said, it had been reported he had ai^ 
indemnity from government for what he had done, but that 
was not the case, 

Mr.. Seddon inen^ioned Mr. Paul's treatment, and Mr» 
Griffith's having refused a copy of the information, and the 
reports which had been §o shamefully spread, respecting dif* 
ferent people being apprehended here for high treason, and 
that the matter ought certainly to be brought to a conclu- 
sion. After riepeating the general purpqrt of the paner 
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alluded to, and Mr. Griffith a^ain declaring that he shotild 
give the card to Unite', who ought act as he thought proper^ 
we left him. 

I again went on the 31st of July, with Mr. Birch and 
Mr. Sanderson, to Mr. Griffith and gave him notice irf 
their presence that my brother would be at Lancaster at 
the ensuing assizes. ' 

On the 5th of Apgust I again informed Mr. Griffith, that 
my brother would be ia Manchester on the Thursday, or 
Friday following; Mr. Griffith asked where he would be, 
to which I replied, that I could not tell precisely where he 
would be, but that he would be in Manchester ; Mr, 
Griffith 1;aid, "WILL HE BE UPON CHANGE ?>• 
1 said, " Why should he be upon change? he will be in 
^ Manchester." Mr. Griffith further asked, ** Will your 
** brother pledge himself to Ukc his trial for sedition 
"at the ensuing assizes? for / have two charges against 
** him, one for HIGH TREASON, and another for se* 
" 01TION." I replied, "he will be in Manchester at the 
•* time I mention, on Thursday or Friday next." 

On Thursday my brother returned from London ta Bar- 
low, and on Friday morning he came to Manchester, of 
which I gave Mr. Griffith immediate notice. 

RfCHAHD WAIK£R. 



No. XI. 

Copy of the Paper read by Mr. Richard Walker, to 
the Rev. John Griffith^ upon the x^th 0/ July 
1793, in ike Presence of Mr. William Seddon. 

1 understand from the informarion of several respectably 
persons, that there is a warrant out against my brother Mr. 
Thomas Walker, signed by you, on a criminal charge of 
some kind or other ; my brother has received the same in- 
formation ; as this report is now generally current in Man- 
(Chester, I think it right to acquaint you, that my brother 
Mr. Thomas Walker, resides at presept at Bate's Hotel, in 
the Adelphi, London ; that his business will detain him 
in London some time ; that-he wishes himself, and I wish on 
his account, that no uncertainty respecting the place of his 
abode, may delay the course of justice ; and therefore if 
there be any warrant against him, you may have the op- 
portunity of getting it properly backed, arid served upon 

hiw 
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Him wilhoMt delav^ 9S he will certainly remain in London 
a sufficient lengtn of time to enable this to be done. Ho 
is generally upon the Royal Exchange every day at the 
usual hours. 

If there be no charge against my brother, I think I have a 
light to call upon yoju to say so, as my conunercial reputation 
is involved, as well as his, in the present reports against 
kim. That you may not possibly make any mistake, I give 
you this card, with his aodress in his own hand-writing. 

(Copy of tht Card J. 
Mr. Walker, 
of Manchester, 
Bate's Hotel, 
18 July, 1793, Adclphi, 

about 1 1 o'clock* London. 

' A. M. 



No. XII. 

Copy of the Paper referred to in the Evidence of 
George Clark, page 61. 

To the Reforming Societies in Shefield^ and' other persons who 
9 concur with them in sentiment. 

Allow a sincere well-wisher to the liberties of mankind,^ 
and particularly to the happiness and freedom of this coun- 
try, most earnestly to exhort you, his fellow-townsmen to 
continue to testify, by the whole of your behaviour, that *the 
* true spirit of liberty is a spirit of order,* as your Society for 
Constitutional Information has well expressed it. Be this 
your invariable method of refuting and defeating the nume- 
rous calumnies of t)iose who, from mistaking your views, or 
other motives, misrepresent your real designs. You may be 
assured that nothing will chagrin such as are indeed your 
enemies, so much as to find that you keep steadily, on all 
occasions, to a strict observance of the laws, and a peaceable 
conduct ; nor would any thing gratify them more, or be sa 
essentially injurious to the cause of that Reform which you 
wish to obtain, than for you to be so far misled as to com- 
niit any act of riot or tumult. 

Promote with Ermness^ by all just, ^egal and peaceable 
means, a Reform in the Represeptation of the People^ main- 
tain the Freedom of the Press^ — that indispensable safeguard 
to your liberties — and assert, in the like calm and peaceable 
way, your right to free discussion on politigal subjects. But 

» at 
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at the same time do all this with pf^priety and discretim« 
Do nothing which can be conceived by others exapt from 
toilful ptrviTsiofij to be inimical to that Constitution^ oxui 
branch of which you profess it to be your design to restore 
to its due purity by constitutional renovation^ — Whea 
events happen favourable, as you think, to just and univer^ 
sal liberty, avoid public rejoicmgs and processionSf because 
they may prove offensive instead of conciliating to those of 
your feilow-citiz^ns who do not view such occurrences ia 
the same light that you do ; because ^hey may afford your 
opponents, and those who wish you ill, an opportunity to 
excite tonfusion arid disorder; whereby the persons or pro* 
>erty of yuur neighbours ii^ight be injured, which would be 
laid to your charge, though you might be quite clear of any 
intentional harm, and because they may, from circumstance^ 
attending such processions and rejoicings, be construed in- 
to an irtsiilt to the Government of your own country, not* 
withstanding you may mean nothing of the kind« 

Leave all tumult and disturbance, all injury to those who 
differ from you either in Politics or Religion, to men of a 
very different description from yourselves— to men who 
level the property and endanger the persons of innocent 
and meritorious citizens, for exercising the right of private 
judgment, tp those who oppose all Reform/ to those who are 
^ealots for acknowledged abuses. To such men as these let 
it be left to prove themselves the only UvelUrs to be found 
in this Country. — How contrasted is the spirit of such mei^^ 
to thiat liberal one of moderation and social intercetirse^ 
which happily prevails among persoas>0f all opinions in this 
town ana aef ghbourhood I 

As no instance of outrage and violence can be justly al-^ 
ledged against the friends of Reform during the late and 
still existing alarms, do you carefully support that honour- 
able and peaceful character. Manifest to all that you do 
not. entertain the levelling principles you are charged with, 
by a constant regard to the safety of the persons and proper- 
ty of all around you.— Protect, out do not destroy. Bear re- 
proach with manly firmness, but do no injury yourselves* 
Convince by peaceable behaviour, byobediencc to legal au- 
thority, and by that dignity of conduct which is becoming 
those who are influenced by the principles of genuine Liber* 
ty. 

Your townsmen and neighbours, at their meeting this day, ' 
have done nothing unfriendly to Liberty or Reform, but 
have expressed a confidence in the peace^le disposition of 
the inhabitants of the town. It is your part to continue to 
shew that you are worthy of that coufiaence. They have 
declared their firm attachment to the Governm^t and Con- 
stitution 
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stitution.of their country, one grand principle of which is 
* to amend what mav be amiss, from the lapse of time or other 
circumstances, and their abhorrence of all riot and tumult, 
with a resolution to assist the civil magistrate in quelling 
every thing of that nature. These declarations are agreeable 
to the sentiments contained in some of the publications of 
your Society for Constitutional Information. In confirma- 
tion of which, one of the members of that Society gave his 
approbation to the proceedii)gs of the meeting in a manner 
highly to his credit; and the general concurrence, as well as 
the handsome behaviour of the others who attended, ought 
not to pass unnoticed. 

Permit me to add a few words more.— What is the object 
of Political Reform, but by suitable regulations to guard more 
effectually against oppression, to oroduce more general com- 
fort and happiness, to prevent future unnecessary burdens 
on the subject, and gradually, as well as rationally, and with 
due respect to safety as well as justice, to diminish those 
which already exist. To t/u industrious, economical, regular 
and orderly mechanic, such a reform would become an essential 
kwfit, as he could then by moderate but constant labour, enjoy 
note comfort, maintain his family better, and be able to provide 
a suficiency for sickness and old age : but to the idly disposed, 
the profligate and drunken workman, on the supposition of his 
continuing to be so, it could be of no advantage. 

May I then further urge upon you the necessity of let- 
tins personal amendment go nand in hand with Political 
Reform and Information* When you examine the erroi:;s of 
Government, do not forget to cast an eye upon your own 
failings. These you may correct by sincere ©{Forts, for this 
is within your own power. Your endeavours to reform the 
other, though also, laudable, may not be certain of success. 
However you will be much more likely to succeed in pub- 
lic reformation, when you have abandoned whatever is de« 
grading to your own characters. From your general beha- / 
viour, let no one be able to point out a Reformer, or a mem- 
ber of one of your Societies, without at the same time he 
shall point to an industrious, regular man, of sober manners, 
and an orderly, peaceable disposition. By being meritori- 
ous servants, ^ood masters, kind husbands, and provident 
fathers, you will acquire a respectability which will conquer 
the prejudices of those who now traduce your intentions. 
These are means by which you may indeed put yourselvps 
on an equality with men in higher stations, and but too fre- 
quently become their superiors, in real worth and usefulness, 
in actual comfort and enjoyiment^ and by tjie possession of 
true independence. This should be ;you4r ambuiop, an^ in 
tWs may you succeed, both in self-retorni^taqn, and, united 
with your fel^low^dtizeaS| in that of the Representation of 

R the 
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the People, to the extent that will most conduce to indivi- 
dual, as well as to public happiness and prosperity, is the 
cordial wish of 

(signed) A REFORMER. 
December 31, 1792. 

The untiments contained in the above p^p^T^ were so much 
i^pXpyed by the Manchester Constitutional^ Reformation^ and- 
Patriotic Societies^ that they unanimously directed two thousand 
copies to be printed and distributed. 



No. xiir. 

WILLIAM PAUL 

Is a paper-stainer in Manchester. On the i4thof Jutio 
1793, he was torn from his wife and fiaunily-, in conse- 
quence of a warrant signed by th^ Iteo. jfohn Griffith^ 
charging him with HIGH TREASON, « by compassing 
the death of his present Majesty y" on ^he sole oath of Thomas 
Dunn ; Mr. Paul was that day ai^d night conEned in an 
apartment belonging to the !sfew Bailey Prison ; the next 
morning he was committed to that prison, and orders were 
given to treat him as a common fel^n. Upon Ihe 17th of 
the same month, a commitment was made out for )iixn 
to the Castle at Lancaster ; but some days being allow- 
ed him to settle his books, &c. he was not sent |here 
until the 23d, when he was taken out of his cell at one 
0* clock in the mornings zvithout any previous notice. 

Mr. Paul remained in the county gaol at Lancaster, tiU 
the ensuing assizes in August, when no indictment fot 
HIGH TREASON being preferred against him, he was dis^ 
charged. Many of Mr. Paurs friends were ready to have 
given hail ; but as in cases of treason, no bail caa be taken, 
it is hardly necessary to observe, thsit by these means a man 
msiy be confined from the close of one assizes to the com- 
tnencement of another, on an accusation of this crime ; and 
although it requires two witnesses to convict a man, one only. 
is sufficient to have him committed. 

Mr. Paul being indicted at the August assizes, for a con« 
spiracy with Mr. Thomas Walker, and otheis, he was held 
to bail with the other defendants, and with (hem HO- 
NOURABLY ACQUITTED in Apra last. 

During the time which Mr. Paul continued in the New 
Bailey Prison, neither his wife nor his children were per*- 
mitted to see him, without some of tbe keepers being pre«> 
sent ; and he was forced to skcp in one of the cells of^he 

felony 
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felons, which having been fresh washed, there being no glass 
in the windows, and the window shutter much broken, 
' gave Mr. Paul a cold, which afterwards terminatMl/in a vio* 
lent inflammation in his eyes, one of which he was in the 
greatest danger of losing ; he was confuiec} to his bed for 
three weeks, and to his room for near three morrths. 
This defendant has a wife and four^hildrcn. 



No. XIV. 

j Cofy of the Warrant by wHich Mr. Paul vms 

apprefundtd. 

I Lancashire^ to wit. To the constables of the township of 

Manchester, in the said county, and to each and 6very 
of them. 

You are hereby required. An his Majesty's name, to appre- 
hend and bring befofe me John Griffith, clerk, one ot his 
Majesty 'sjustices of the peace in and for the said county, 
• William Paul, of Manchester, in the said c6unty, paper- 
stainer, to answer to -such matters as are and shall be ob- 
jected against him, for haying committed HIGH TREA- 
SON in the township of Manchester aforesaid, by compas- 
sing the death of his present Majesty. And also for divert 
\ contempts against our said Lord the King. Given undet 

I my hand and seal, the x3th day of June one thousand seven 

hundred and ninety-three. ' 

I SfOHN GRIFFITH. (L. S.) 



- No. XV. ^ .^-^. . 

Copy pf Mr. Paul*s Commitment to Laaicaster. 

Lancashire^ to wit. To the constables of tlie township of 
Manchester, and also to the gaoler, or keeper of his ma- 
jesty's gaol the Castle of Lancaster, in tjie saidi county. 

1 he$e are in his Majesty's name to require apfd command 
you the said constables, to convey the body of William 
Paul, of Manchester, in the said county, pap6r-stainer, to 
his Majesty's gaol the Gastle of Lancaster, and him there 
to deliver to the gaoler, or keeper thereof. He, the siJd 

William 
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William Paul, being charged before me on the oath of Tho- 
mas Dunn, with halving committed JilGH TRES AON, by- 
compassing the death vf the present King, at the townships 
of » Manchester • aforesaid. Ani you the said gaoler, or 
keeper of the said gaol^ are hereby recjuired to receive into 
your custody in the said gaol, the. said William Paul, and 
him there safely keep until he shall be thence discharged 
by due course of law. Given under my hand and seal, at 
the township of Manchester aforesaid, the seventeenth day 
of June one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three. 

. . JOHN GRIFFITH. (L. S.) 



No. xyi. 

SAMUEL JACKSON. :r 

X His defendant being informed th^ a warrant for .HIGH 
TREASON was issued against him,. ai. well as against Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Paul, remained with his family who were 
then in the country about five miles from Manchestci^ 
on account of the dangerous state of health of his v^ife, ^nd 
whose death was greatly accelerated by her anxiety on this 
pcca&ion. He, hq^ever^ immediately^ on receiving the in- 
formatio% desired His solicitors,, .Messrs. puck worth and 
Dennett, to give notice to the Revl John Griffith, the njta- 
gistrate who was said to have issued tKe warrant, and to his 
clerk, and also to the agents to the splicitor for the prosecu**. 
tion, that-if the- warrant was for a bailable offence, he would 
instantly give bail, or if not, he would appear to meet the 
charge at the assizes ; which notice was accordingly given, 
and his solicitors were informed that the charge was for 
HIGH TREASON. 

After thedeathot Mrs. Jackson /in the beginning of July,) 
at whose funeral in Manchester j the aeputy constable attended by 
order of the above magistrate^ for the purpose of apprehending 
Mr. Jackson, he still remained in the country, though going 
about publidly, visited by his friends from Manchester, and 
the place of his residience known to Mr. Griffith. 

On the iqth of July, his solicitor^ gave written notices 
to the Rev. John Griffith, and his clerk, and also to the agetit^ 
to the solicitor for the prosecution, that this defendant 
would attend at the following assizes, to meet any charge that 
might be brought against him; and on the 7 th of August his 
brother gave another notice in writing to Mr. Grifiim to in- 

y ' ' form 
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form bizn, that he (the defendant) would be in Manchester 
the next day, and the day following. — On the 8th of August, 
Mr. Jackson came to Manchester, and the next day sent a 
message to the magistrate, to let him know where ne was ; 
but not being apprehended, he accompanied Mr. Walker to 
the assizes at Lancaster :dn the following day ; when the 
charge of HIGH TREASON being abandoned, and a bill 
for a conspiracy found by the Grand Jury, he gave bail with 
the other defendants, to try the same at the following as- 
sizes, and was with them HONOURABLY ACQUIT- 
TED. 

To the assertion which the Attorney General for the coun* 
ty palatine of Lancaster was instructed to make in his open- 
ing on the trial (page 3), and' which was afterwards attempt- 
ed to be substantiated by Dunn, in his evidence fpage ii)^ 
that the works of Paine, and many other works oi a 'similar 
tendency, were read by this defendant to the socicjtles ; he 
has only to observe, that the whole is iintruc. ' ! 



No. XVII. 
JAMES en EETHAU 

is a hatter in Manchester. He was committed on the 23d 
day of July 1793, to the New Bailey Prison, by the Rev.' 
John Griinth, on .the oath* of Thomas Dunn, for speaking 
contemptuous words of his present Majesty. He ex- 
pected to be tried at the saine time fviz. at the ensuing 
quarter sessions) with Benjamin Booth and Oliver Pear- 
sail, both of whom were charged with expressions almost 
word for word the satne, but instead of being brought to trial 
as he expected, for which he was fully prepared, and had 
incurrea the necessary expences, he was, without having 
any previous notice^ or being permitted to send to his toife or 
friends^ removed at one o'clock in the morning of the t^tYi 
of July, to Lancaster Castle, where he continued till the as* 
sizes following, being imprisoned more than three weeks. 

Although there was a vacant bed in the room whei*e he 
lodged the night of his arrival at Lancaster, he was re- 
moved into another room the night after, where he was 
obliged either to sleep upon the £oor, or in the same bed 
with the common hangman. 

He was indicted at the assizes in August 1793, for damn' 
tng the jKing^ and also for the foregoing conspiracy, and 
was bailed on both charges. At the assizes in April last 
he was honourably acquitted of the latter indictment^ with 

the 
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the other defendants. The former for which he had been 
committed, no evidence was brought in support of. 



No. XVIIL 
OLIVER PEARSAIL 

M a native of Kidderminster, ih Worcestershire, and by 
trade a weaver. He came to Manchester in June 1792, 
for the purpose of working in the manufactures there. 
Upon the 31st of December 179a, he became a member of 
tl^e Reformation Society, by which means Thomas Dunn 
came. to know him. In March following he left Manches- 
ter, and returned to Kidderminster. 

Qn the 29th of June 1793, the wife of Dunn, accom- 
panied By one Parker, wno Pcafsall has since learned was 
a constable, and Callaghan an Irishman, came to him at 
Kidderi]Ainster ; Dunn's wife pretending it was necessary 
for him to five evidence at Manchester, on behalf of her 
husband, wno she said was in the New Bailey Prison upon 
a false accusation^ and woiild rather see him (Pearsall) than 
receive five hundred pounds, as his evidence would clear him. 
This Pearssdl declared himself ready to comply with, and 
went with thcpi to a public house, where he was told, he 
should have, all his expences paid, and should return back 
on the Wednesday following. Previous to setting off, 
Pearsall wanted to go home to get some cloaths, which 
Parker refused, and then said, he had some tackling (mean- 
ing handcuffs) in his pocket, which he would put on him 
, if he was saucy; farkcr never shewed any warrant, "and 
tepeatedly refused to take Pearsall before a magistrate, 
though several times asked to do so. On his arrival at 
Manchester, he was carried before the Rev. John Grif-, 
fith, who welcomed him to Manchester, and asked him if 
he aid not belong to the Reformation Society, to which he 
jmswered in the afhrmative. Mr. Justice GrifRth then ' 
questioned him if he had not seen arms in Mr. Walker's 
house, and if he had not exercised men there, to both which he 
answered in the negative. He was then carried to the New 
Bailey Prison, where-be was kept till the 5th of July, when 
he was committed, and remained there till the oth of August. 

While in t}iis prison, Parker, Dunn, and Callaghan, had 
frequent interviews withhim, the two latter instigating him 
to depose to having seen arms^ and to having exirdsed men at Mr. 
Walker's. Callashan in particular desired himtoc&me forward 
in the cause^ and confirm what Dunn had been putting to 
him^ observing, if he did not^ it would be the morse for him. 

The 
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The day after this, one of the deputy constables came to hiui, 
and asked hinK whether he. recollected what Dunn had said 
the night before? Pearsall replied, he recollected what 
Ducin had said very well, but that it was impossible for hiin 
to recollect things which had never happened. The consta- 
ble then said, that he had frequently seen the shining cf firelocks 
in Mr. Walker* s warehouse^ as he returned honu late in the 
evening: and further said, thdt a person was come from 
Yorkshire, and had 9wom to the truth of what Dunn had 
said; that hcvnLSpaid twelve guineas and had returned home 
with the money. Pearsall answered to this, " if he has 
sworn falsely, I cannot, for my soul is concerned." 

In one of these conversations, Dunn said, Pei^rsall seem^ 
ed uneasy at the interrogations ; that they would leave him 
for the present, and begged him to consider of it. PcarsaU 
said, he could not consider on a false subject, when Dunn 
replied, " we will drop the subject of exercising the men,'* 
and then began to talk about a letter from the Irish %o the 
Scotch. 

At other times, Callaghan and Dunn czme to him, giving 
him the same advice ; the former telling him, that if he did 
not confirm Djunn's testimony, Dunn was going to svrcat 
HIGH TREASON against him, which Dunn confirmed. 

He was also informed that if he would join Dunn, it 
would be as good as a pension to him as long as he lived. At 
this conduct Pearsall grew angry, and desired them to leave 
the room ; on which they said, if he would not acknowledge 
these things, they wished he was at home again. 

On Thursday tne 4th of July, Callaghan and Dunn came to 
him again, and brought pipes and tobacco, and a quantity of 
liquor. He was desired to drink, and smoke freely, to keep 
up his spirits, which he reftised. One of them informed 
him, that the Rev. Justice Griffiths would come to the pri* 
son that night, and take his examination. Accordingly 
about seven o'clock the Rev. John Griffith came, with pen, 
ink, and, paper. Mr. Grijffith shook hands very familiarly with 
. Dunn, clapped him on the back, and said he was an honest f el* 
Imo. Mr. Griffith asked if their liquor was out, and seeing 
it was, he (hrew 4p^n a shilling, and oi4ered the turnkey 
%o fetch some more, which wais done ; Vhcn it came the 
Rev. Mr. Griffith drank witfi tj^em^ an4 afterwards asked 
Pearsall, whethe;* he recollected any tj^ing relative to the 
questions Dunn had put to him; to which Pearsall said, that 
iie could not, op which they all left the room. 

On Friday evening the . Rev. Mr. Justice Griffith, 
came again to the prison, and examined Pearsall as before, 
who answered th^t he knew nothing of the kind, the 7wj- 
tice then told him, that Dunn had s\yorn againsf him (Pear- 
sall) 
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sail) for havin^f damned the present King in his (Dunn's) 
house ; and therefore, that his commitment should be made 
out immediately, which was done accordingly. 

Before Pearsall was cdmmitted by Mr. Griffith, he had of 
the ocst to eat and drink, hut afterwards he had onfy the 
jail allowance. 

At the ensuing quarter sessions in July 1793,, Pearsall 
gave notice of his intention to take his trial on the indict- 
ment found against him, on the charge of having damned 
the King^ The same day was fixe4 for the trials of him 
and Booth. The expences of the attorney and counsel 
were incurred, and every thins prepared for the trial, 
when the defendant was informed, that by a process called 
a Certiorari, this indictment was removed from the sessions 
into (h^ Court of King's-Bench, but was given to under-* 
stand that it was not intended to be proceeded on^ 

The defendant, Pearsall, was notwithstanding this, de- 
tained in prison until Friday the 9th of August, when Mr, 
Griffith wanted him to give bail for his appearance in th6 
liing's Bench. This being resisted by his solicitor as ille- 
gal, and an application being made by him to the clerk 
of the peace, for a copy of the magistrates' names at- . 
♦tending the sessions, for the purpose of making an appli- 
ication to the court of King's ^^nch, to compel the magis- 
trates to do their duty ; — the Rev. John Griffith sent to 
let Pearsall know that he might be liberated without bail, 
upon his entering into a recognisance to appear to the in** 
dictment in the King's Bench. Pearsall entered into the 
fpcognizahce, and was liberated. Pursuant to his recogni- 
zance, he appeared in the King's Bench, and pleaded npt 
cuilty. The issue was made up, but although two assi^ses 
nave since elapsed, the prosecutors have not thought it 
.expedient to try him upon this indictment. 

At the assizes in August 1793, Pearsall went to Lancaster 
as a witness, to prjDve the attempts which had been made ta 
suborn him to give^alse evidence usainst Mr. Walker, Dunn's 
evidence being still unsupported, and likely to be destroy- 
ed by this witne^ the prosecution against Mr. Walker for 
HIGH TREASON was dropped; and Pearsall was pre^ 
vented from giving evidence^ by being made a defendant 
in the indictment for a conspiracy. He ^vas then bailed, 
and afterwards HONOURABLY ACQUITTED, 
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No. XIX. 
BENJAMIN BOOTHS 

v/n the fifth day of Tunc 1793, this defendant wa4 aippre- 
bended by virtue of a warrant issued by the Rev. John 
Griffith, upon a charge of having distributed a paper on the 
.subject of wAHf which paner was aUedgid to be seditious : 
for this charge he was bailea upon the 12th c^ that month, 
and about eleven o'clock on the very same night , he was 
^gain taken from his wife and children, under another v)ar- 
ranty signed by the same reverend magistrate^ and was the 
next day committed by him to the New Bailey Prison, on 
tlie oath of Thomas Dunn, op a charge of having damned 
the KinZy and saying, he would guillotine him if he could. 

At the door of Mr. Griffith's house, a person who had 
been present during Booth's examination, said to the consta- 
ble who was taking him to prison, « EXPOSE HIM TQ 
«THE FURY OF THE POPULACE." The constable 
led him through the most public streets in the town, and 
frequently adcunessed himself to the mob, in very inflam* 
matory langiiaee respecting Booth. 

The Rev. John Griffith refused in the most positive 
terms to admit this defendant to bail (which was offered), and 
he was confined in the New fiailey prisoti until the 19th. 
.of that month, when Mr. Griffith thought proper to re- 
ceive bail ♦. 

During the greater part of this interval Booth was kept in 
a separate place, he was locked up two hours sooner, and let 
out of his c E L^ two hours later than the rest of the pri- 
soners. The threats and temptations held out to induce 
him to confirm Dunn's evidence^ were various and fre- 
quent. He was told that others had done so, and that he 
h«Kl but a few hours to determine whether <he would or 
not, that otherwise he would most certainly be hanged, and 
that it was the only way to save his wife and children 
from ruin. Mr. Paul (then in confinement, see the Ap- 

Sendix, No, xiii.) was shewn to him at one of the win- 
ows in another part of the prison. Booth was informed 
that Mr. Paul was committed for HIGH TREASON, that 
Mr, Walker^ and others, had Jled from the accusation; that 
in treason there were no accessories, all were principals ; 
and that if he would turn King's evidence without delay, 
and join Dunn^ Mr. Griffith would write for his pardon, 

S The 

* The bail insisted upon and given, was Booth in ^ool. and twt> sure- 
ties in 250I. each. 
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The Rev. Mr. ^Grifitk told Booth, " he wanted the greai 
*' men^ he wanted to ptcM his birds " 

At length, by promises and threats, by being told the 
parties accused were cither Jipprchcndcd, or had fled fronr 
the charges against them, and being frequently remindevl 
of the helpless situation to which his wife and children 
would be exposed, a promise was wrung from him to 
join Dunn's evidence. 

Upon Booth stating his ignorance of what evidence Dunn 
had ^iven, Dunn and he were put together, that Dunn 
might inform him; and orders were given that Booth should 
now be better treated, and have a moderate allowance of 
liquor, but not so as to make Dunn jealous. 

Booth being afterwards bailed, an indictment was pre- 
ferred against him at the ensuing quarter sessions, on the 
accusation of having damned the Kingy &c« and imme- 
diately meeting the charge, though he might have tra^ 
versed to Jhe following sessions ^ he was tried and found 

tuilty on the sole testimony of Dunn, although Dunn was 
atly contradicted by Mary Booth, the defendant's lister, 
who was present when the words were said to be spoken^ 
and swore positively they were made use of by Dunn Him* 
self J and not by her brother. 

No indictment was preferred upon the first accusation, 
of distributing the paper, pointing out the evils which were 
likely to result Jffom the war. 

It is remarkable, that Dunxi accused five or six different 
people of using precisely the same expressions respecting the 
Kitjig, at different times, and when not in cortipany with 
eich other. 

The chairman of the Manchester quarter sessions in pas- 
sing sentence observed, that Booth had been found guilty to 
the satisfaction of the whole bench, arid the judgment of the 
c6urt was twelve months imprisonment in Lancaster Castle, 

Benjamin Booth, thus imprisoned, was again indicted for 
the : conspiracy 'with the other defendants, at the next as'- 
sizes, and- with them acquitted on the trial. At the period 
of his acquittal, ^fltorc than nine months of his imprisonment 
had elapsed. 

Benjamin Booth being thus indicted, both at Manchester 
and at Lancaster, was effectually precluded from giving 
evidence of the practices made use of, ("whilst he was in 
prison^ J to prevail upon him, to give false testimony against 
some of the other defendants. 

It is perhaps not unworthy of remark, that the Chairman 
of the Manchester quarter sessions, should afterwards be one 
of the Grand Jury who found the. bills of indictment 
against the defendants in this trial ; he was likewise fore- 
man 
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man of the Grand Jury who found the bill of indictment 
against Dunn far PERJURY* 

So well aware were the prosecutors, of the mode in 
vrhich Booth's declaration, in support of Dunn's evidence, 
iuul ' beti^ txt9f ted from- himy (which he never reflects up* 
an but with shame, and contrition, and which he acknow- . 
ledges to be utterly false) that they did not produce it on 
this trial, nor dia it prevent the Crown nrom granting 
. Booth a pardon. 

After Dunn (whose conduct was reprobated by the whole 
f:ourt) was committed for perjury by the judge of assize, the 
chairman of the Manchester quarter sessions wrote (it is said) 
as well as the ATTORNEY GENERAL Jor the county 
palatine of Lancaster^ to the Secretary of State, for Benja- ' 
min Booth's pardon. 

On the ad of May last Booth was set at liberty, in con** 
iec^oen^e of a pardon, of which the following is a copy. 



No. XX. 
(L. S.) GEORGE R. 

iVliereas Benjamin Booth was at a quarter sessions of the 
peace held at Manchester, tried and convicted of sedition, ai}d 
ts now in Lancaster gaol under sentence of imprisonment 
for the same ; and whereas sotiu favourable circumstances 
have been humbly represented unto us in his behalf, in^ 
ducing us to extend our grace and mercy unto him, and to 
grant him our free pardon for , his said crime. Our will 
and pleasure therefore is, that you cause him the said Ben* 
jamin Booth to be forthwith discharged out of custody, 
and' for so doing this shall be your warrant. Given at our 
court at St. James's, the twenty-fifth day of April 1794, 
in the thirty-fourth year of our reign. 

To our trusty and welUbeloved the 

Chairman of the Quarter Sessions 

of the Peace at Lancaster, the High 

- Sheriff of the said county, and al) 

others whom it may concern. 

By his Majesty's command, 

(signed) HENRY DUND4S, 
^injamin BoQth h^ a wife and four small children^ 

On 
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On the 4th of October i79|, Bei&jamm Sooth, vrhile m 
liSncaster Castle, received a Telter from Mr, Cafrtwright, 
of Shrewsbury^ who is a surgeon and apothecary,, and a 
Nonjuring Bishop, of whi4^ the ibUowing is a coBy« The 
I'eader will make his own reSectiens upon its Ejects dn4 
principles. 



No. XXX. 

Copy of Mr. William Cariwright*s tetter to Bett^Mun 
Booths dated Shrewsbury^ 27 Sep. tj^ 

When you wrcfte to me, ^oon after the death of BisffOp 
Price, I little suspected that ever I shpuld have seen your 
name in the public papers, on such an occasion as that which 
has rendered you so conspicuous;* and reduced you to thsu( 
situation, which your criminal conduct Has so justly deserv- 
ed. 

I begin this address to you in this manner, with ho otter 
design than to express my abhorrence and detestation pf 
those principle^ which excited you to this conduct, for 
which the laws of your country are now punishing you ; aact 
which, without sincere repentance, leaves you obnoxiour 
to the just judgement of the Almighty, whose holy laws you 
have so ^agrantly violated, and thereby brought a scanda)' 
on that sound branch of the catholic church, of which you 
were a member. 

You well know, or once did know^* that imfeigned alle<: 
glance, in all civil matters^ to your ri^tful and lawful Sove* 
reign, is an essential doctrine and dlity of Christianity ; and 
that all coercive resistance to him and his laws, in all castt 
whatsototr^ and undtr the mast trying circumstances^ is threat* 
ned with DAMNATION. 

I am ^uite at a loss to conceive on what gt^ound you Can 
possible justify or excuse your late conduct. Sure I aon fhdt 
before you could adopt the maxima and principles of PA'tNy 
and such men, you must either have made shipwreck of 
, faith, and virtually renounced all reverence for the revealed 
will of God; or lulled your conscience into a very irreligiou^ 
degree of ton>or^ 

I thought r haosufficiently exposed the atheism of Pain's 
wicked book, in that paper of mine signed ^' Phileleutherus 
^' Christianus," which was {^tinted ifnd^ dispersed in Man* 
^rhester as a hand bill in May 1791. 

I grant 
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I grant you^ there is nasech plausible reasoning in Pan's 

writings; many unsateufy truths, mixed with vile falsehoods, 

and gross misrepresentatiMis: but his reasoning is entivdy 

of that sort, with' which the adverary of souls always eii« 

^ deavours to deceive the unwary. However, it is such a» 

am have no influence, but upon those who have first with*' 

drawn their minds from that dependance upon God, whick 

is always our duty, stnid our best security against the temptaw 

tions of Satan, the aMurements of the world, and the corrupe 

propensities of our fallen and depraved nature* The «ik«k 

veury truths disseminated in. his writings are such as^ moro 

r OF less, ex.ist in all governments in the world, aftid ever wiUy 

I till there shall be an entire renovation of the fallen sons of 

I Adam. The speculations* of those wh& call theiaselvsflt 

I Philosophers, promise us nlighty fine things indeed. But theft 

world was not created by human wisdom, neither can it b^ 

. lelormed by such means as those of Thomas Pain, Ref^t'* 

nuuion is ajine word; yta^ and a €md thing too, whin froperip 

set ahout: but the experience of France should surely teaohr 

lis the foUy as well as wickedness of sAl popular attempts 

at it. Let every individual strive to reform Himself, ami 

! leave the rest to God. While he is d6ing this, he( is in tto 

I w^y of his doty : biit whoever attempts to reform' hrs* 

superiors, and tne governing powers by the arm of fleslv 

wul only fall fromt on^ wickedness to another j and wilj 

^ liot come into the way of righteousness. 

Possibly you may deceive yourself with' a notion that you 
were doii^ ri^t, in endeavouring to overturn the present es- 
tablished system of government, because some of cur reli^ous 
predecessors attcmptui, in the ]years 1715 and 1745 to dethrone 
the then reigning Jamily. But give me leave to tell you thatr 
those attempts, whether right or wrongs whether justifiable 
I or not, were undertaken on entire different ana opposite 

I , principles, to those, on wjiich you must have etigaged witl^ 
I the new disturbers of the public peace. The former at«- 

i {empts were not undertaken to overturn or alter the con* 

stitution of the government of this country. No! it was t 
competition between ai claimant to the throne, who was 
thought to have been unjustly and illegally disposessed of his 
ri|{ht, aiul him who withhela that supposed pghtfrom him. 
That competition, you well know, is now at an end. The on^ 
family being as gopd as entirely extinct, and the other ha- 
ying been so long a time in uninterrupted possession, surtl^ 
we n^ed not nop hesitate which of these God has chosen to reign 
over us. He has declared "by me kings reign." Anal 
believe there is not now one person of our communion 
who does not recognize King George as the only rightful 
King of Great Britain, &c. 

In 
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In consideration of this unquestionable truth, ^aiid of 

Cr late seditious and rebellious practices, it is my duty, 
ever painful, to tell you that you lie ur^der the censure 
cfTHB GREATER £xcoMMUNiCATiON. The cousequenccs 
of such a state I need not explain to you, any further than 
to tell . you that without an .exemplary repentance there chip 
ie no pardon for you either in this world or that Which 
IS TO COME. ^ By an exemplary repent ance^ I mean not only a 
sincere contrition, such as- is described in the cxLth. les* 
soi^9 pa^c 400, of our catechism, but also the most effectual 
restitution and satisfaction, which it may be in your power ' 
loimake to that government which you have insulted, 
and the^ laws which you have violated. And this cap 
no other way be done, than by disclosing to a proper magis^ 
trdte^ every thing which you know of seditious and rebellious 
plots J ana endeavouring, not for the sake of revcfige or malice^ , 
but for the sake of justice^ and better security of the public 
peact^ to bring all your associates in iniquity^ to such punish- 
9U»t as the law prescribes. 

. Tbu5 have I faithfully admonished you, in love to youi^- 
soul and body too, and delivered my own soul on this ocf 
casioiu I pray Qod to give you ^ right junderstanding in 
thcsse,.and all things CQnceming your eternal welfare, an<i 
am 
;. . Your faithful but afflicted pastor and friend, 

(signed) WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT. 

''\ shall send this to you under the cover of a frank, di- 
rected to an old, sensible, and very worthy friend of mine ; 
whom I have not seen for above twenty-three years . 
Ya^t. His name is Langshaw, now organist of Lancaster. \ 
shall request him to give you the most efficacious advice he 
Can; I am persuaded it will be good and friendly; and 
I believe him tp be as capable of convincing you of those 
delusive errors, into which you have fallen, as I am. If 
you have a 4ue sense of your crimes, it will give me somq 
consolation to receive a letter from you : otherwise not. 

I believe it is not permitted to persons in your situatiox^ 
to send or receive letters, without the inspection of th^ 
governor, and I have no objection that he snould see thi$, 
I shall send it unsealed to Mr. Langshaw* 

Tp Mr. Benjamin Booth 
Lancaster Castle. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 4, line 7, for tffertkmv, read ifuerthrow, 
7, line 38, for eufort^ read import. 

•9, line 31, for dtjrndantf read defendants, 

3s, line 45, for insiducuSy read infidiaus. 

34, line 7, for kefp^ read keeping. 

3D, line 23, for it tj, read 'Afy are. 

39, - line 9, for two years ago, read more than five years ofo. 
In the note at the bottom of page 40, for No. /• read No. I. to aL 
Page 4a, line 3a, for his^ read Dunn's. 

53, line 19, for this man, read this man Dunn, 

55, line 43, for A. read g. 
In the note at the bottom of page 61, for No. VIII. read No. XII, 
Page 69, line 36, for tweltht read twelfth. 

88, line 36, for Mr. Ridgzvay, read Mr. Ridgway,jnn. 
102, line 17, for Afr. Jmx, read Mr. Thomas Joius. 
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PREFACE. 



OiNCE the events of the following narrative, 
Meffrs. Hardy, Tooke, Bonney, Kyd, Joyce, 
Holcroft, Thelwall, Richter and Baxter, have 
been indidted and acquitted of High Treafon. 
The offence laid to their charge was of the 
fame nature with that imputed to Meflrs^ 
Jackfon, Paul, Collier, myfelf, and others j 
and the only difference of the two cafes, was, 
that in the one, a Confpiracy was the crime 
alledged ; in the other, it was the means, by 
which the fuppofed crime of HighTreafon was 
to have been effefted. — Both thefe charges 
have fallen to the ground. The enquiry, I 
truft, will produce much good upon the pub- 
lic mind ; and, fo far, will, compenfate the 
defendants for the anxiety, ill treatment, 
and injurious expence, which they have 
fuftained. 

Whether there be in law any precife de- 
finition of what is called a Confpiracy, I have 
not yet been able to learn; but, from the 

b ptadice 
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pradice obferved on thefe trials, it is of alf 
others a fpecies of accufation the nioft to be 
dreaded by an Englifhman. The evidence 
permitted to be given, appeared to confift of 
every thing done, written, or fpoken, at any 
time, or place, or by any perfons whatever, 
who, by the ingenuity of the Crown lawyers, 
could be connected with the defign of which 
the parties Hood accufed. For inftance, fup- 
pofe a member of a political fociety votes 
againft any particular motion, and that he is in 
a minority : the queftion is, of courfe, carried 
againft his opinion, as being the ad of the fo- 
ciety at large ; the refult is, that fuch member 
may be tried^ for his life upon this very adt, 
which he has thus endeavoured to prevent.—^ 
lii anfwer, I know, it may be faid, that a de- 
fendant has only to call the other perfons pre- 
fent, in explanation of his conduft ; which is 
all very true and plaufible, provided he knows 
before-hand the time, andplace, and nature, of 
the faft alledged. But if, as in the, cafe of the 
gentlemen above mentioned, the evidence is 
to begin for years before the day of trial, their 
papers feized, and themfelves imprifoned, the 
chance of a defence is doubtful indeed ; as 

witnefles 
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•witnefles may be dead, or may have left the 
kingdom, or may have forgotten every circum- 
ftance in queftion, not thinking, at the time it 
happened, they fliould be ?ver called to give au 
account of it ; which, as every one knows, is a 
very common anfwer in our courts of juftice. 

The delay of juftice is a hackneyed topic ; 
but its uncertainty is a much more ferious 
caufe of complaint. Thus, in a criminal profe- 
cution, it is pretended, that the accufed, having 
a copy of his indidment granted him, he is 
made acquainted with the matter of it, and 
{o enabled to prepare for his defence. The 
truth of this is worth fome enquiry. Of all 
the incidents attending any tranfaflion, time 
and place are the moft eflential, as tendiag to 
fix it with certainty. When a man is in- 
dited, the law fays, that both the time and 
place of the a6t he is charged with, fhall be 
fpecified ; and fo it is upon the fcroU of 
parchment, of which he has a copy allowed 
him for his information. But, when the caufe 
comes to trial, the law is fatisfied, if any other 
day is proved^ to be that, on which the offence 
was committed ; fo that the information given 
in the indidment, if erroneous, has only 
b a one 
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oiic cffe<9: ; viz. to miflead the accufed, fn* 
ftead of inftruftinghim. In the like man-* 
ner, if the place proved, be different from 
the place laid in the indidment, it is all the 
lame, provided both places are within the 
county where the aflizes are held. In this ftate 
of things, therefore, 1 Ihould be glad to know, 
how the accufed is enabled with certainty to 
prepare for his defence. 

With thefe trials are involved many othw 
important queftions : as connefted with parlia* 
mentary reform, they are, alfo, of great public 
concern. Henceforward, it will not, I hope, be 
imputed to men as a capital crime, that they en- 
deavoured to promote this objedt, becaufe they 
thought it neceffary to their country's liberty. 
This queftion was faid by the Lord Chancel- 
lor, during the laft feffion of parliament, to 
have been entirely laid at. reft in the year 
1782. But, how, and by whom ? Did any 
committee of enquiry (which was Mr. Pitt's 
propofition) prove to us, that the Feprefenta- 
tion of the people was not defective ? Or, 
does the vote of a majority in the Houfe 
of CqinmoBs againft any enquiry into the ftate 
of theijf owA body, prove to us, that that body 

is 



is in health ? And how, otherwife, did the pub- 
lic receive any fatisfaftion on the fubjedl ? For 
this queftion has been revived three times 
in parliament, fince the year 1782. No man, 
however, can doubt but that it was intended 
to have been laid at reft in the year 1794^ 
when the Habeas Corpus AQ. was fufpended, 
and when fo many innocent perfons were 
committed under that fufpenfion, in order to 
their being profccuted for High Treafon, — 
However^ trial by jury was ftill left us, and 
their lives were preferved to the community. 
The confequences of an oppofite verdid: to 
that delivered, would have been dreadful in- 
deed : they may eafily be conceived ; the 
fyftem of terror being no novelty in the 
hiftory of mankind. 

Sir William Temple fays, that, upon the 
firft report of the Duke of Alva's expedition 
agdnft the Flemings, " the trading people of 
*' the towns and country began in vaft num- 
^ hers to retire out of the provinces, fo, as 
" the Dutchefs * wrote to the King, that, in a 



• The Dutchefs of Parma, who had the government of the 
Low Countries before the Duke of Alva, under Philip the 
Second. 
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" few days, one hundred thoufand men had 
^ left the country, and withdrawn both their 
** money and goods, and more were following 
•^ every day." Had Meffrs. Hardy, Tooke,&c. 
Ixeen conviifled, that event *' would have made 
*^ up a force, which nothing in England could 
^ look in the face with other eyes than of 
" aftordlhment, fubmiffion, or defpair." * The 
advocates of p^liamentary reform would not 
have waited for warrants of apprehenfion, and 
a trial upon conftruftive treafon, while a fingle 
veflfel could have been procured, and their fami-^ 
lies conveyed to any land of fafety. Pariiamen- 
tary reform would then^ indeed, have been little 
beard of ; and fo far the queftion might have 
been laid at reft. Happily for thofe, whofe 
minds are imbued with public principles, the 
life of an Englifli fubjecft is better proteded 
in this age, than it was a century ago. — 
Jurors, it is plain, are now more enlighteqed ; 
and, in cafes of treafon, the Statutes of William 
and of Anne are powerful protedions to brave 
and innocent men. During the reigns of 



• Obfervations upon the United Provinces of the Nether- 
lands, p. 54. 
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Charles, and James the Second, It feemed, as 
if profecution and coilviGion were fynony- 
inous« If, in the prefent times, knowledge is 
more widely difFufed than formerly, fo that 
individual improvement has promoted and 
preferved individual fecurity. Why may we 
not exped that it fliould at length eflfed uni- 
verfal freedom ? 

Without fome new contrivance, hitherto 
unforefeen, and while the legiflature fhall per- 
mit us to enjoy a trial by our e<juals, it 
will not be poflible to ftifle opinions and 
principles, whether civil or religious. In pro- 
secutions by tlie way of mifdemeanour, fome 
facrifices may be made : by means of fpecial 
juries, and ex officio informations, our prifon& 
may fometimes be tenanted by thofe, who de- 
ferve a better fate. But, to conquer the minds 
of men, you muft deftroy the men themfelves ; 
and this will not be found pradicable while 
the voice of truth can be heard, and the pro- 
vifions of juftice fhall remain in force. 

For myfelf, I am willing to hope. that the 

caufe of reform has been for feveral years, and 

is at this moment, progreflive; becaufe the 
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intereft and honour of England as a nation, are 
deeply concerned in its accomplifliment. Should 
this be attended with fuccefs, even in the 
laft period of my life, I fhall look with fatis- 
fadtion on the injuries, which have been at- 
tempted againft my perfon, my family and my 
property, confidering, that the failure of thofe 
attempts may have had fome. (hare in pro- 
moting the general . benefit. But were it 
poffible, that, at the approach of the nineteenth 
century, the people of England ihould have 
wholly abandoned their national character, 
and, conveying the poifon of corruption to 
their own lips, fliould fit down tamely under 
an eftablifhed defpotifm, thofe few who have 
endeavoured to prevent fo deadly a calamity, 
will, at leaft^ have the confolation, "that as 
*' men employ the talents God has given them 
^ here, they fhall accordingly receive their re- 
" wards at the clofe of the day, when their fun 
* fhall fet, and when night fhall put an end 
" to their labours/' 

December Z3, 1794. 
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A REVIEW, &c. 



IN the "Preface to the Trial, which I publiflied in the month 
of June laft, I promifed, if my health and leifure ihould 
permit, to lay before the public fome fa^, which fhould tend 
to prove, that the charge of Conspiracit would be more 
applicable to the condudt of the profecutors, than of the de- 
fendants. I proceed now to fulfil my promife, as well as the 
caution of my adverfaries, and the circumfbinces of the times* 
will permit : and, I hope, the detail will prove not unufeful^ 
and therefore not unintereiling to the public. 

Hiftory was formerly written merely to relate the quarrels 
of Kings and Princes among themfelves, and to excite the 
reader to contemplate, with reverence and admiration> the 
characters and condud of the great murderers of maaldnd* 
It was natural that thofe fhould write only for Kings and 
Heroes, who feemed to believe that the human fpecies were 
created only for the fervice and the pleafure of Kings and 
Heroes. Hence a great, much the greateft partof hiftory, 
ancient and modern, is occupied in details, which convey no 
inftru£tion but to heads of armies, and which, in the mind of 
a benevolent reader, excite no fentiments but thofe of forrow 
and execration. 

Of late years, however, it has been fufpe^ed, that fociety 
and civil' government either originally were, or ought to 
have been, inventions, intended to promote and rendet per- 
manent the happinefs of the individuals who thus connedt 
(hemfelves with each other: and that the rulers of flatea 
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tiiiier were, or ought to have been, perfons appointed merel/ 
to frame and execute fuch regulations as were beft adapted 
to this purpofe. Hence a clafs of writers has arifen, who 
inveftigate hiftory for the purpofe of afcertaining, how far, 
and under what circumftances, the various forms of govern- 
ment, and the perfons who have affumed the adminiflration 
of them, have anfwered this fuppofed end of their creation : 
and the refult of the inveftigation has been, that civil go- 
vernment and civil fociety, as they have been hitherto ufually 
conduced, have rather defeated, tha& promoted their original 
jjurpole i aid the miieries of the human fpecies have kept 
pace with th^ vaunted progrefs of civilizatioa. * 

This general pofition being now pretty well eflabliflied, it 
has become important to afcertain, in what part of the ex- 
periment the people have been deceived, and by what meaiis 
the prefumed benefa^ors have become, in fuch numerous 
inftances, the plunderers and deftroyers of mankind. How 
the Jifw have permanently contrived to live in affluence and 
liixitfiotts ifidulgi2ace> while the maif^ drag on an exigence 
laborious ajK) miferable, ixi. ignorance and vice, in pain 
and povefty I It is no great wonder that any fet of men, 
Shmid prefer their own intereii: and inclination to that of 
ibfix neighbours^ or be incited to benefit by the folly and 
p^l^Uanimity of thofe, who fubmit to the yoke impofed 
^n.themx and ceajfent to live, not for the advantage of them- 
felyes, bui^ oif their oppre^rs. But, though a melancholy, it 
b a very ioftni^ive problem^ to afcertain* how it thus hap- 



• Much light has been thrown upon this fobjcft by, tmong other writers, 
Mr. Burke, in his Vindication of Natural Society : wheitiiH (tbrongH fcftr 
perhaps of ihocking the ancient prejudices of his readers) he afSeds to treat as a 
pwadoz the fide of the ^efHon he has efpotifok B«tt it is e^deat, that no 
man coaU pco tb^ ftrioui and weighty troths, contained in that maflerly 
publication, without fading the force of them* Voluire and RoulTeau, who 
vere his contemporaries, have incidentally touched on the fame fubje^is in 
various parts of their writings i and Painc and Barlow have trodden the iame 
. ^and, 
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peas, that xic great ma£s, not merely of a community^ bat of. 
xnanidnd, fhould for ages have tamely fubmitted to this flate 
of things, and that millions fhould fo long have permitted 
themielves to be plundered and flaughtered, to gratify the 
avarice, the ambition,, the revenge, or the caprice of a few 
worthlefs individuals. 

So far as the fair conclufions, from known fa^s, have 
hitherto been deduced, it appears, that the caufes of na- 
tional evils arife principally from too much authority 
entrufted for too long a period, to perfons not fufficiently 
refponfible to the people. If there be one important leffon 
to be learnt from hiftory, it is, that power fhould be lodged 
CO where without refponiibility. Force ufually accompanies 
authority. Military bodies, oftenfibly fct on foot for %h& 
execution of the laws internally, and for external defence^ 
have in reality enabled the rulers of nations to encreafe 
gradually and' indefinitely the authority originally committed 
to them, or fubfequently acquiefced in. In mofl countries this 
authority, by mutual connivance, has been divided among 
two or three denominations of men, whofe combination (not- 
withfbuiding their occafional quarrels) has hitherto kept 
the mafs of the people in brutal ignorance, and inabjed); 
dependance* 

Sometimes perfons of fuperior talents and forefight have 
endeavoured to fct bounds to the progrefs of power, and to 
emancipate their fellow citizens from the fituation, in whid> 
they are ufually found : and the ftruggles of the Friends t9 
Liberty, on the one hand, and the abettors of ancient errors 
and facred abufes, on the other, form the moft inflrudive part 
of the hiftory of mankind. We are now arrived at a period 
when- the minutiae of thefe contefis are, in no fmall degree* 
interefling. How the friends of arbitrary power have pro- 
ceeded ii^ their e^ideavours to cndh the firil efforts, and to 
overpower the dawnings of Liberty— in what parts of their 
€on.du£t \h^y have fiicgeede^ — ^how far^ and from what cauf^is 
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they have failed— what errors the Friends of the People have 
been led into— what effects, upon the whole, their efforts 
have hitherto produced — and by what fteps they are moft 
likely to fucceed in oppofing the machinations^ of their 
enemies, the recovery of long loft^ights, the eradicating of 
ancient prejudices, and the ettablifliment of political govern- 
jnenton the bafis of political truth— thefe are enquiries, in the 
prefent day, of infinitely greater moment than the murderous 
details of Hannibal and Caefar, of Jenghiz Kahn, or Louis s 
the XlVth, of Frederick the Great, of Catharine, or of any 
Other among the earthly demons of Almighty vengeance. 

There is no accurate, tliere is no praiftical knowledge but 
from detail. The general outline of &6t and obfervation, muft 
be drawn from a careful confideration of the^minute data, 
and the conclufions to which they lead. For this purpofe, it 
is of importance, in momentous queflions, that a fummary of 
fadls (however iniignificant the perfons to whom they relate) 
fhould be carefully regiftered and filled up; and though the 
conclufions they lead to, will not, perhaps, be obvious at firit 
view, they will, ere long, be feen in connexion ; they will 
throw light upon each other, and their caufes and ufes will 
not fail to be developed. Hence, as the French narrators of 
court intrigues have, for fome years paft, been in the habit 
of publi/hing not hiftories, but memoirs, to affift the future 
Hiftorian, I think the Friends of Liberty ihould take care to 
publiflifimilar accounts of their experiments and endeavours, of 
their fuccefs, and their ill fuccefs, that there may be an ample 
fupply of materials to eftablifli the conclufions they would 
wifli to imprefs on future generations : details that may put 
the good man on his guard, dired his eiforts, and prevent 
the wafte of time and trouble, land the unneceflary facrifice of 
property and peace, 

For the rcafbns, therefore, which I have already given, it 

is greatly to be wifhed, that we had complete accounts of the. 

cftabliflimcnt and^procccdings of the various focicties in th!s 
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cAuittiy, whicK have contributed in any degree to accelerate 
or retard the progrefs of freedom. Even if they have had no 
influence of this kind, it would be of importance to afcertain 
their inefficacy in this refpeft. The focieties, which go under 
the name of " Reeves's Aflbciations,'* might on this occaiioa 
be mentioned, as, by promoting public difcuffion, they un- 
wittingly, but materially, promote the caufe of freedom. 

Aflbciations for the purpofe of amending the prefent in- 
adequate fyftem of reprefentation, have long ago been recom- 
mended by Mr. Burgh,* (an able writer, endeared to me, as 
the inftruftor of my youth) and commenced and fupported with 
the moft deliberate and fyftematic fpirit by the Chiefs f of 

that 

*- ■■-,-.,.. ■ -- - , ■ . ^ , ^ 

* Political Dif^uifidoQS, V, 3. P. 42S to 434* 

f Extract from the Courier of July 12, 1794.—** After fo much fif. 
pute about the letterj^ of the Secretary of the Friends of the People j 
after the anxiety of the Society^ and the laudable eagernefs of the Members 
iff that Society to prove the Committee of Secrecy of the Houfe of 
Commons wrong, it is natural to conclude that tbofe letters contain fomc- 
^ing of an inflammatory, feditious, or, perhaps, traitorous tendency. It 
has already been obferved, that no Member of the Friends of the People 
has in the lead difapproved of their contents j and as for the danger 
with which the Secret Committee may infinuate them to be fraught. 
What 14 it ?--*It is only, at mod, an admiflion that a Convention of De* 
legites from the different Societies inflitoted for the purpofe of obtaining 
a Parliamentary Reform, may be at fome period a proper meafure. Stidi 
a CoDventioQ, when conoefted with, and fupported by, Conrefpondinf 
Societies all . over the kingdom, is, however, faid to be dangerous and uo- 
lawful* If it is fo, it mud be proper to know who ftrd fet this dangerous 
unlawful example. Leaving the notorious conduct of Mr. Pitt and the 
Doke of Richmond out of the queftion, I will ihew, that the very men who 
now condemn thefe meafures, were the original promoters of them, and that 
while Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Richmond have been, by fome unaccountable 
cverfight, made the fcapergoats on this fubje^t, the real blame, if there is aov 
blame belonging to it, attaches, where it fecms to be thought leal^ merited, 
to Mr. Burke, Mr. Windham, the Duke of Portland, l^arl Spencer, and the 
other Whig Alarmills, who now ib zealoufly fupport Government. 

*« In the year 1780, Aflbciations were formed in njoft of thecountles, citle$, 
|nd t9wn$ throughoot Sogland, for th? pur^'efe of petitioning the Houfe oC 
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that party, who are now attempting to fiigfliatissc {ocisties 

of this defcription'by cliarg«5 of feditioa« and of treafon* 

able pradiccs. 

The 
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CommoBs to reform the expenditure of public money, and to reform ParKa- 
ment. Thefe AflTociations appointed Committees of Correfpondcnce, (i. e. 
Correfponding Societies), Tome of which confided of more than one hundred 
nembers ; and they alfo voted for a National AfTociation of DeputeSy (i. e. 
a National Convention.) In illuHration of the fpirit and obje€l of thefe 
Dieetings, I fhall quote the fpeech of Mr. Baker at that of Middlefex, 7th 
January, 1780, who now votes for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Aft, 
and is a bitter enemy to ConventtODS and Correfponding Socteticf* '' He 
iaid, that to give a validity and fuccefs to this Pctitiosy and that it might not 
be treated with infolent neglect, it was judged neceilary to come to fome fur- 
ther Refolutions, fimilar to thofe agreed to by the county of York. He kid,, 
the reafon why the former Petitions of Middlefex and other counties had 
failed of fucce6, was, that they had not followed them op, and given then» 
fupport, either by Aflfociations or Refolutions of fome Rrong nature.'* He 
therefore moved ->^< for a National Aflbciation of Delegates, and a Committee 
of Correfpondence, (i.e. a National Convention and a Correfponding So» 
ciety,") which motions were ttnanimouily agreed to* (See Remembrancer^ 
vol. ix. p. loS. 

** Mofl of the other counties and towns came to refolutions fubf^ntially the 
fame. The following is a copy of that paffed in WeflminRcr Hall : 

'* Refolved nermnc contradifente^ That this meeting do approve of a Sfttiooal 
AflTociation, on legal and conftitotional grounds, to'promote a reform ill the 
expenditure of public money, to reduce aM exorbitant enoioments, to refcind 
and aboiilh all (inecure places and unmerited peafions, and to rellere and 
fecure to the people the freedom and independence of Pariiament, at iadif* 
penfibly neceflary to the State.*' A Committee of one bundled and three 
was then appointed, among whom were the friiowing Gentlemen, who 
accepted the office-^that is, they became Members of the Weflminder 
Correfponding Society, inl^ituted for the purpofe of procuring a Reform of 
Parliament, &c. by means of a National Conveation, vie. D«ke of Portland^ 
|U>rd Temple^ Lord Egremont, Lord Choimonddey, prefeat Lord Sydney^ 
Mr. Burke, Lord Bulkeley, Mr. Baker, Mr« Hnme, Mr* Akaofi^ Mr* 
Adair, Mr. Thomas GrenviUe, jpc. 

** Mr. Burke was alfo a member of the Correfponding Society in Burking- 
h^mfhire, and the Duke of Portland was the mod bnfy in promoting them all 
over the kingdom, Befides being a member of more thaq a dpzen of thefc 

bodies. 
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Th€ London Conftitutional Society, having the fame ob- 
}e^, was, for a long tinie, connected with thofe county, 

and 



liodies, be was the Chairman of xha Corre^ondiag Society of the county of 
Nottingham. 

^ Thefc proceedings had not merely a Refonn of Partiameot for their obje6)» 
They vrtm taken v^th a view to reform all other branches of the State ) and. 
they were carried on in a tone far exceeding in boldnefs any thing of the 
prefent day.— The language then not only was, that Reform could never be 
obtained but by the efforts of the people themfeWes, but moft of the Petitiom 
to Parliament fet forth, that it would be derogatory from the honour and 
integrity of the Hovfe of Commons* to grant the fopplies till the grievances 
were redrelTed ! The county of Middlefex onanimoufly refolved to inftrudb 
their Reprefeatattvet to take the beft meafures for impeaching and bringing 
to ju(Yicethe King's Minifters j and many other counties refolved, rot that it 
was their opinion that annual Parliaments, &c. would be good things, but 
they refolved that Parliaments iball be annsal. *^ The Rights of the 
People**^*' the Majefty of the People," were then the fafliionable ex* 
preffions, an4 feveral Gentlemen went fo far as to fay, that Jreland had only 
obtained her independence by the force of 60)O00 bayonets, and that if Par- 
liament did not comply with their Petitions, it would be neceiTary to take 
the fame means to enforce them. 

** Such was the temper of thefe Meetings, which not only formed Corrcf- 
ponding Societies, but fent Delegates to a' National Convention. Of that 
Convention which met both in March, 1780, and March, 17S1, and wh:ch 
pafied numberlefs Refotations in favour of Parlbmentary Reform, I find by 
Mr. WyvilVa lad publication, that the following Gentlemen, pmong others, 
were Members i Mr. Windham, Lord AUhorpa, now Earl Spencer, Mr* 
Baker, Mr. R. M. T. Chifwell, Mr. Thomas GrenviUe, Sir George 
V<»Dge» ice. fte«" , 

*♦ The fallowing extra^ from a Protcft entered by the Duke of Dorfet, Lorda 
Aihbttrnham, Hampden, 8cc, againCl the proceedings of the county of Turry, 
will fliew that the very fame objeaions wsre then made to thofe meafures by 
the iirieods of Govemmeat, which are now brought forward againll them by 
the very Alarmtds who originally gave them birth. 

** And we do mod particularly proteft againfl the Refolutions of appointing 
m Committee of Conrefpondcnce, with the declared purpofe of forming 
General Affbciations, apparently tending to over-rule the Legiilature, to 
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and diftHft aiTociations, • which met for the pafpofe of C3f • 
cjiting the people to require a parliamentary reform. Nof 
was any blame imputed, or any punifhment threatened, 
to the individuals who compofed thcfc focietics, at a period 
when their prefent perfecutors were members of them. 
How far the principal alarmifts in the minifterial anftocracy 
of the prefent day were conneded with thefe meetings, and 
their proceedings, that confident, perfevering, and fteady 
friend of reform, the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, f has very properly ' 
difclofed to the public ; and it would be defirable, that hh 
account Ihould be compleated from the earlier records of the 
Conflitutional Society of London. This would contribute 
much to (hew the tergiveriation of pretended patriots, and 
difclofe the political^harafter and condud of that fet of men, 
whofe trade it is to cajole the people, till they^ can fpnm 
them. 

The addrefles to and from the focieties of France, and the 
Revolution Society of London, the members of the laft 
mentioned fbciety have publifhed at length, much to their 
honour, and much, as I think, to the credit of the perfons 
who appear aduated by fuch fentiments of general philan- 
thropy and mutual good will. 



Introduce meafures incoiifi''eiit witby and fabverfive of cor prdent czccU 
kot Coafti'Qtjoii> ^d leading to coofufion and anarchy.** 

«* After fuch authorities as^thefe, it would furely have been rcrj prefamp- 
tuoos in the Secretary of the friends of the People to have condemned a Con* 
Tention of Delegates either as illegal, or as improper at any time ; and it wat 
perhaps fetting himfelf too boldly forward againft the example of Earl 
Spencer, and Mr. Windham, even to fay that fuch a meafure would be raflt 
at prefent ; for when they were Members of a Convention, the country wai 
in much more diftrefs, the people were much more difcontented, and coa» 
leqnently the danger was greater than at prefent. 

** July 5, 1794. A FRIEND OF THE PEOPLE;* 

* Such as the Yorkfliire Aflbciatioo, the Quintopie Alliance, &c. 

•f Political Papers, chiefly, re{pe£ling the Refonnation of the Parliaxnent o£ 
Creat*Britaiii| three YoU* 0^to9 of which, sire aliciidy puhliihed* 

The 
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Tie Bioft ietsilei, howcvtr, though not a compleat ac* 
connt, of the proceedings of the nuitteronj patriotic focieties, 
cftaMilhed and continued within thcfe two or three yea«, 
the public owe to the labours of the Committee of Secrecy of 
the Houfe of Commons, appointed in the ptefeht year, 1794, tor 
examine and report upon the contents of the papers forcibly 
taken from the Secretaries, and others, belonging to thofe* 
focieties. In ihefc reports, fome papers are evidently omitted 
which the public would probably have been glad to have 
Ifeen. But, in retufn, many of the extracts publiflled by ther 
Committee* are clearly fuch as the forenefs and irritability of 
government, would not have permitted any other fet of mert 
to have fent out into the world. The neceffary attention to 
common prudence would have forbidden it. 

I do not know which, among the bold and the very important 
truths conuined in thofe reports, are meant to be re- 
garded as treafonable : for it is evident, that there can be 
no fuch crime as trcafon, until fome overt aft eXpreiSve of the 
treafon, fliall make it manifeft. The effence of libel con- 
fift? in publication ; and whether (editions and inflammatory 
fentiments be difperfed among the people, by A. or by K. 
fcems inmiaterial ; the crime, is, the difpcrfion of them among 
the people. How far the Gentlemen who have publi(hed 
thefe reports have played into the hands of their Opponents* 
and purfued the line of conduft, which the prefumed delin- 
quents would moft gladly have followed had they dared — 
how far they have been guilty of the very aft they complairf 
of, in the complaint itfetf, is not for me to determine, ftiif 
furely it may be afked, if the feAtiments they reprobafe are 
improper to be published, why publlih them ? Arid if the/ 
are not improper to be published, why complain of them T 
At all events, however, we now know, and froYn the highetf 
authority, what are the doftrines obnoxious to government ; 
and the people are thus put into polfefllon of fafts and 
fentiments, of which they muft form, for the prerertt, theif 
own opinion j while the future Hiftorian will rejoice at a 
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tircuinfbjice wliidi his enabled hiin to give a more com^tat 
account, and ibrm a (bander judgment of the events of theie 
times than he could otherwife have hoped for. What is 
wanting to make the(e reports compleat, other perions of 
better information ihould endeavour to fuppl/, fo &r as the 
circumilances of the times will authorize. Perhaps the 
dodrine of libel may relax a little from its prefent feverity, 
slnd tnith be permitted to fhew herfelf among us, without 
bebg fo frequently fubjeft to the lafh of the law.—— Being de- 
firous of contributing my fhare of information on thefe iiibje^ 
(the refult of dear-bought experience) for the benefit of thofe, 
who, influenced by the fame motives, may become liable ta 
the fame perfecutions, I have fat down to. relate fome of 
the political tranfa6lions which have taken place at Man-^ 
chefler, of late years ; and I hope, that the reader will find 
matter for much important refledion in the narrative I am 
about to give. 

Since the years 1715 and 1745, remarkable for the at- 
tempts of the Stuart family to regain the throne, the fons of 
thofe, who at that time abetted the Pretender, had with their 
hopes of fuccefs given up all attachment to the remains of 
that degraded and wretched family. But the old doftrine» 
of paflive obedience and non-refiftance were not entirely re- 
nounced, and very many among the inhabitants of Man- 
chefter and its vicinity adhered with the ufual bigotry to 
what are commonly called High-Church principles ; princi- 
ples, which, it is well known, moll frequently defcend with, 
the names and properties of thofe whoprofefs them. Perfons 
who embrace thefe opinions, take for granted, that the religion 
and the politics of a nation mufl always go together : and 
if one fet of men be difpofed to a different form of worfhip 
firom another, it is held as a thing impoffible for the two to 
concur in a common form of government. Thus are fellow 
citizens fet at variance in this world fov opinions that relate 
to another. . 

The 
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The cflabliihed clergy, whofe falaries and finecures de- 
pend upon the continuance of the public error in this re- 
fpeft, take care that the people fhall not be undeceived ; and 
"brand with herefy and innovation all thofe who exprefs their 
doubts of a pofilion, which, however vehemently afferted, has 
never yet been proved. 

The commencement of party violence in Manchefter may 
be dated from the year 1789, when the difcuffions refpedl- 
ing the Corporation and Teft Adls occupied much of the 
public attention. In that year the Proteftant Diffenters con- 
ceived, that from the apparent liberality of all ranks of men 
in matters of religion, the times were fufiiciently favourable 
for them to renew their applications to Parliament for a 
repeal of the A€ts juft mentioned, the majority againft them 
on a former queftion being not more than twenty votes. 
The Clergy, however, either were, or pretended to be, / 
alarmed; and« on a fudden, the fears of thofe who cried 
out, 'f the Church was in danger," became as wild and 
abford as ever they were in the days of Sacheverell and his 
party. At lafl they became fufficiently enthuiiaflic in Man- 
cheftcr to call a meeting of thofe particularly attached to 
their own opinions, under the title of Members of the Efta- 
blilhed Church, in order (thefe are their own words) « to 
*' condder of and confult about the impropriety of the ap- 
'* plication to Parliament of the Proteftant Diffenters to ob« 
«« toin a repeal of thofe falutary laws, the Corporation and 
" Teft A6is, the great bulwarks and barriers, for a century 
" and upwards, of our glorious Conftitution in Church and 
«* Sute." ♦ 

The meeting held in purfuance of this advcrtifement ^a$ 
called a public meeting of the Members of the Efta- 
bliihed Church. The room, however, was nearly filled 

• The re^uifition to the Borooghreeve ftnd Conftables to ctll thii nect- 
sog was figned 6rft by the Cburcbwardtm of ahout half a dozen of the paril^ 
and other chorchcs in Manchefier : acircumftance fttfficientl/ cvinciAg^thfi 
stfUv^ty of the Clergy upon Uvis occafioa« 
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by the adKcrents of the High Church party before any 
others could be admitted. To increafe the folemnity, the 
Clergy attended in their gowns and caflbcks. Some oppofi- 
tion was made to the manner, in which the meeting had been 
called, and the indecent llratagqm by which the room had 
been previoufly filled; and it was particulariy objeded, 
that, according to the rule which the town had adopted in 
the yefir 1788, the Boroughreeve and Conftables had no 
Tight to call any meeting of the inhabitants, except a general 
one- ♦ But the clamour of the High-Church men was vio- 
lent beyond defcription. Refolutions prepared before-hand, 
were put into the hands of the Boroughreeve, while he was in 
the midft of his fpeech, and explaining why he called the 
town together ; and thefe refolutions, feconded even before 
(hey were read, were as haftily paEed in the noife and confuiion 
which prevailed. Till the next morning, when they were 
printed, it is probable that few of the ' perfons prefent un^ 

derftopd a fyllable of what had been voted, f 

A con* 

* Upon the $th day of July, 1788, tb< following Jtefolutloo was pafle4« 
$t a nua)erQU9 aod refpe^Uble public meeting of the Inhabitants of ih« tow« 
of Manchefler, viz, 

« Refolved, 
** That the Boroughreeve and Conftables have no right to call any meat- 
log of the Inhabitants of this Town, but a general one ; and chat the 
prefent Boroughreeve and Conftables, Mr. George Barton, Mr. Nathan 
Cronpton, and Mr.Jam«s Entwiflp, have the very fincere and particular 
thaaks ^f this . meeting, hr calling a general meeting of the Inhabitant! 
upon this very great and important ^ii«ftiom*' . 

"t* Among the Refolutions voted wa^ the followbg, viz. 

^ TbMthQ reUgionof tbcSttte be the religion of the MagiftratCy without 
which no fociety c«^a be wifely confident of the integrity and good faith of 
$he pq-^ns appointed to pla^e^ of truft and power.'* 

If this be true, it ought to be carried further, and excludfc from the Lc^i0a« 
ture all thofe who are not of the religion of the State. The 6tuation of thq 
maiker of laws, Is much higher than that of the Magiftratc, who only ad-, 
minifters them, and who is, or ihould be, accountable to the public tri- 
Waalt for every mifcdnduft. Surely, if there be no danger in a Diffcnter 

' being 
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A conduct like this gave extreme dUguft to myfelf and 
others, who, without being partial to any body of men, 
wifhed to fee thofe of every religious perfuafion placed 
upon an equal footing. Religious differences would foon 

become 

being a Member of ParlUment, there can be none in his being a Countrjr 
Juftice, aa Aldenaaa, «r an Excircanan. BuC error is almoft always in- 
confiflent« 

Hwrerery as the Reiblutions themieJves, with the ftile of their iatio- 
dudion to the public, are fair fpecimens of the temper and principles of tiie 
High- Church party at that time, I here prefent them to the reader : 
<« CONSTITUTION AGAINST INNOVATION. 

*« THE rtal Friends of this Town and Neighbourhood, Members of the 
ESTABLISHED CHURCH, and /ri» in the OLD CAUSE, have again an 
Opportujiity of congratulating their Fellow Citizens (this Day) on the com- 
plete Overthrow of the 

«c PROTESTANT DISSENTERS." 

** And Aotwithftanding the Legions of Diflenting Congregations, lieaded by 
thdr refpe£Hve Pastors of this Town and Neighbourhood (who A> inde- 
cently /ei/f#^ themfelves, «maw«/^ upon the Meeting) they were routed, 
and DiSAPPOiNTZD in their marked virulence and restless op- 
TosiTioN to the good ORDER and CONSTlTUTfONAL Proceed- 
ings of the Meeting, as well as to that Order which ought ever 
to prevail in the State. 

" THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND FOR EVErf. 

♦* Mancbefier^ yi February, 1790«'* 

"Manchester, 3^ February, 1790. 

« AT a MOST RESPECTABLE and NUMEROUS MEETING of the 
'< Town and Npighbourho«d of MANCHESTER, 

♦* Convened THIS DAY, at the HOTEL, by public Ad?crtifemcnt, inferted 
in both the Manchefter Newfpapers, and at the written Requell of 
Seventy four Members of the Church of England, for the Purpofe of 
<onJidering ofy and conjulting about , the Impropriety of the A^flicati.n to 
FarlianuMt, of the Protefiant Dlfftnttrs, to obtain a Re^l of tboje falutary 
JLaws^ 

« THE CORPORATION AND TEST ACTS, 

*• the great B*lt»ark% and Barriers^ for a Century and uf'voardty of our 
gfarioKs Qmfiitutioft m Cbureh and State,''* w^en the following Refolutions 
ynxt movcd^ iecoatkd, twice wad, sjkI carried by a tcry large Majority, 

although 
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become of little importance, if all men were left to go ta 
Heaven their own way, without perfecution or profcription 
for their opinions. Thefe fentiments prevailed among a 
great number of the inhabitants, who adjourned the 'fame dsy 
(Feb. 3) to a different houfe, and protefted' againft thefe 
High-Church proceedings. 

Until 

I" III I I I ■——■»— Pi— ^M^H——^— .1—1—^—1— —^—W I ' ll 

altbocigh the Proteftaot DIflenters of the Town and Neighbourhood, at- 
tended in a very large Body, in diredt Oppofition Co the Reqaifition and 
Ad^ertifementS) which convened only Members of the Eftablifliedt 
Church* 

♦' Resolved, 
** I. That the AppKcadon to Parliament by the Proteftaot Diflcntert for the 
Repeal of the Corporation and Teft A^s, is in our Opinion improper; be- 
caufi: we cannot but efteem fuch Repeal fubverfive pf our CoAfti^atton ui 
Church and State* 

*'lh That an eftabli/hed Religion is the Bails and beft Security of civil 
Society ; and it is found expedient for the publie Tranquillity, that the Reli- 
gion of the Bute be the Religion of the Magiftrate, without which no So- 
ciety can be wifely confident of the Integrity and good Faith of the Perloii* 
appointed to Places of Truft and Power. Hence the Wifdom of our Ao« 
ceftorsin requiring fome public Profe^Ui fome (acred Ted of Confornntjr t« 
the ]&flablifbmeflt» for the due Exercife and Performance of Office, the S»» 
cnrlty of our Laws, and the Prefervation of our Confiitution« 

«* III, That the Lcgiflature of this Country hath an indubitable Right ti> 
enjoin fuch Tefts,as they think will beft preferve our Religious and Civil 
£flabliniinents^ and we approve and admire the Wifdom of our Anceftors in 
enacting the Receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper according to the 
Ufege of the Church of England as a fufficient Teft, and efiedual Safeguard 
to our happy Conftitution in Church and State^ 

** IV. That the Corporation and Teft Afts give Strength and Perma- 
nency to our excellent Conftitution, and ought to be tranfinitted unimpaired 
to the lateft Poilerity. 

•* V, That the Teft Laws' are In no wife intended to opprefs the DiC* 
lenters from the Church, but as a Security againft any Endeavours to over- 
turn the Eftabliihment, and that as the Diflenters from the Eftabliihment, 
become fuch by their own free Choice, they have no juft Ground of Com- 
plaint againft thefe Barriers, which the Wifdom of the Legiftature hatl^ 
thought proper to ena& for the Pre&rvation of both Church and Sute« 

5 "VI.Tbat 
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'Until this period the bickerings between the Prieffdsto 
Liberty and the idolaters of authority in MancheJIer, were 
carried on with a fpirit of oppofition, indeed, but not of 
hatred. The Clergy, however, looked upon this liberalit7 
toward the Diflenters, as an a6l of open hoflility againfk 
themfelves. Sermons were every where preached againil 
ail who favoured the repeal of thefe afts of Parliament, much 
in the fame way as of late they have been againft what is 
called Sedition. This is a pradice as pernicious as any that 
fanaticiim or arbitrary power have ever employed : for t^e 
dodrines delivered to an ignorant multitude from the pulpit 
are not to be repelled by oppofite doftrines, like fair public 
or printed arguments, but are like wounds in the dark 
which become fatal before a remedy can be procured. 

Immediately after the Bill for the repeal of the Teft A£ls 
was thrown out, the party in Manchefter who oppofed that 
meafure formed themfelves into a body, which they ftiled the 
Church and King Club. Their firft meeting was held 
on the 13th of March, 1790, with folemnities as ridiculous as 



** VI. That as we conceive .the Didenters to enjoy already a compleat and 
uninternipted Toleration (which we are far from wiihing to deprive them of} 
it becomes every Member of the Bdabliihed Church to take the Alarm at 
their Condodt, to be ready to meet them in Parliament, and oppofe witk 
Vigour every Endeavour and undue Influence exercifed upon the Parliamen- 
tary R^fe&Dtj^tives of this Country, efpecially at the Eve of a GeQ«ra{ 
"BlfiQloti, for obtaining a Repeal of the Corporation aad Teft A€ti» 

*< VII« That this Meeting are fenfibie of their high Obligations to all 
thofe Members of the, Houfe of Commons, who lately in Parliament fa 
ably ftood forward in Defence of our Conftitution, by oppofin^ the Repeal 
of the Corporation and Teft A€ts, 

<* VIII. That the particular Thanks of this Meeting are due to the 
Chairman for his candid, ^upright, and impartial ConduA, and that the. 
Chainnao l«ave the Chair, and the Meeting be dilTolved. 

«< £DWARD PLACE, BoroughreeTC aad Chairmtn/* 
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aof to be found in the hiflory of toiyifm.* Ticf wore 
imifbnns, with the reprefentation of the Old Cburcb at Maa- 
cheftcr engraved on their battons. They appointed a com* 
mittee for the admiiion of members of fiiitabk lives and 
conrerfations, and ftriick medals to commemotate the fa£l, that 
the motion for the repeal had been negatived in Pariiament. 
Every thing iaid in favour of liberty or liberality, was ta 
thefe gentlemen a declaration of war againil the ConfVitution 
in Church and State. The flanding toafi: of their dob, and 
in their private fbcieties, was> Church and KtMg, and dvwn trntb 
the Rump ; and they feemed anxious to keep alive at their 
meetings the abfurd prejudices which diftinguiihed and dif- 
graced their predeceiibn of the lail century* 

Some months after thiff, (during which time thefe gen- 
tlemen kept up their clamour without oppofition) viz. in 
the begtoning of Odober, 1790, fcveral merchants and manu- 
facturers in Manchefter, together with fome members of the 
earned profeffions, agreed to form another fbciety of acharader 
very different from the Church and King club. We met monthly 
under the name of the Manchester Constitutional 
Society ; and endeavoured, to the beft of our power, to op- 
pofe the intolerant and flavifh doftrines which were daily 
inllilled into the people. The fundamental tenets of this 
fociety were expreiTed in certain refolutions agreed to on the 
5th of Odober, 1790. Some time afterward (viz. in June 
1792) one of the divifions of the Church and KingClwb alfo 
(for at this time there were feveral,) thought proper to pub- 
liih their political creed. That the reader nuy have an op- 

♦ 'Their Aivertifemcnt was as follows : 

" Manchestir, March 5, 179O. 

*^ The Membefs of the Church and King CJub intend to dine at the 
Hotel on Saturday the 13th Inftant, to celebrate the glorious Decifion of 
the Hoofc of Comnlons on Tuefday laflf upon the gmt Conflitutional 
Q^ueftron, the Repeal of the Corporation and Teft Afls." 

They were afterwards called by ibme wicked Wit, the Tythx ano 
Tax Club. 

portunity 
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|>onaftit7 of comparing and jndgtag of tke printiples bf thefe 
different foctetie8> I have contrafted tke two publicadons juft 
mentionedy in the note. * 

^ _______^__ To 

• " MAiTCHESTER CONStlTirnONAL SOCIETY, 

** loftStoted October, 179O. 

** Resol u tion I.— That in every civil Commuiiity, the legitimate authoctty 
of the GovermrSf can only be derived from the confent of the Governed, 

** I}. That the happineft of the people governed 6ttght t6 be die folt dai and 

aiA of all civil government. 

" III. That puUie honours and emohunenCs ca^i only be doe lor il^loes 
Cflofoieu on the State* 

** IV. That every perfon, from the highcft to the loweft, appointed to and 
accepting of any office or truft kt the benefit of the Communiry, is oltiiHRtely 
refponiible to the people for the complete difcharge of the duties of it 

** V.' ThatASms only» and not O^mons, are the proper obje£b of civil 
jurifdidion. 

*' VI. That no Law or Statute can be fairly made* which is not enafted 
by and with the confent of a majority of the people, given either exprefsly by 

themfdves, or by means of a full, fair, and adequate Reprefentation* 

*"' ~- ■ - ■•■ , ,^^ 

^c* Vn. That the People of Great Britahi are not folly, fiurly, and adequately 
ttprefented in Parliament ; and that the defedive ftate of the Reprefentatioik 
of this country, and the extended duradon of Parliaments, require a fpeedy tni 
eSedual reform, and are obje^ to which the attention of this Society ought te 
be particularly dire^Ud." _____.^ ^'^ 

« THE CHURCH AND KINO CLUB, 
« Held at the houle of A|r. Jonathan Fofbr, the Weaver*s Arms, ook 
Cockpit-Hill, Manchefter, think It necelTary, openly, in the fol- 
lowing Declaration, to flate their reafons for publifhing their 
Principles. 

« DECLARATION. 

** This Society beholds with infinite concern the many dangeious plots and^ 
aflbciations that are formmg in different parts of this kingdom, fbrjhe avowed 
purppfe of diffemmadng difcord, and for fubvertmg the order of one of 
the moft beautiful fyftems of government, that the combined ef&rts of homan 
«ifdom has ever yet been able to accompliik 

D f^Whc^ 
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To the Manchefter Conftitutional Society their adveriariei 
imputed as a political offence never to be forgiven, that they 
approved of^the French Revolutioni and the then conftitution 
ot that country ; and as we profefTed it to be the principal 

obje£^ 

" When we fee fuch Jead/y wounds aimed at our glorious confbtunon, we con- 
fider it the duty of all good citizens, publicly to ftep forward, and ex^reCs 
their abhorrence of the malevolent and moft wicked iatendons of thofe difap- 
pmnted men, who are audacioufly clamorous for a reform in parliament, but 
whofe real oljeGt is to ezcit^ civil commotion in this our baf^ and wtll- 
govemed ftate. 

<< We are far from believing, fhould they ever t(k€t their purpofe, (which 
Heaven forbid !) that the change would be for the better, but muft always re- 
gard thofe perfons as the bane of civil fociety, who have given fo many 
proofs of an innate propenfity for ppwer, and of that refllefs ambition which 
has long been their moft diftinguifhed charafteriftic. 

«« PRINCIPLES OF THE CHURCH AND KING CLUB. 
'^ It is a principle of this Society, to revere the Conftitution and obey the 
King, according to the Laws of that Conftitution. 

*^ It is a principle of this Society, to reprobate the wild theories and ieditious 
dodrines refpedting the Rights of Man, which have been lately promulgated 
by the enemies of our moft excellent conftitution in church and ftate, as they 
are fubverflve of all civil authority ) and that, if they were put in practice, 
would tend to nothing but anarchy and coofufion, which is contrary to all 
order* 

** It is a principle of ^this Society, that the Conftitution of this coufltfy was 
renovated and fixed at the time of the gloiioua Revolution. 

'^ It is a principle of this Society, that the Conftitution has not fince that time 
been efTentially departed from. 

'' It is a principle of this Society, that the Legiflature of this country ought 
ever to confift of King, Lords, and Commons. 

*< It 18 a principle of tiiis Society, that all other modes of legiilation, than by- 
King, Lords, and Commons, has always been found, by ezpeiiencef repugnant 
to the genius of Engliihmen. 

« It is a principle of this Society, that the Eifeblifliment in Church and State, 
is not to be altered but by the Legiflature itfelf j coofe^ucntiy any pther mode 
would be attended with extreme danger. 
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obje£^ of OUT wiihes and purfuits, that there might be fome 
fpeedy and effednal reform in the defedlive reprefentation of 
the people of Great Britain^ they urged this as a proof of our 
defigns to overturn the conflitution of our own country, and 
to introduce a Hate of anarchy and cpnfufion. 

Thefe are now become the hackneyed topics of arifto- 
cratical calumny. They have come upon us, as they have 
upon all the worthiefl and beft men of the country ; and if 
there be any crime in the cafe, we muft certainly plead 
guilty. I believe nothing has yet happened which has ma- 
terially altered our fentiments on thefe fubjedls. 

In the affairs of France, we faw, as we thought, the moft 
perfedl and yet the moft peaceful revolution to be found in 



•*< It is a principle of this Society, that it is requiiite in every good governed 
ftate, that there muft exift an eftabliihed Church, and that no one is to bear any 
office, either in church or flate, but fuch as will conform, and bt in communion 
with that church. 

<< It is a principle of this Society, that the Corporation aild Teft A€ti are 
the great bulwarlcs of our conftitution in church and ftate, therefore ought never 
to be repealed. 

** It is a principle of this Society, that Toleration m religiooa natters Is t9 
be extended to Diflenters of every denomination. 

** Finally, it is the fixed determination of this Society, at all dmes and ia 
all places, to avow and noaintain the above principles to be truly confti-* 
lutional. 

" Signed by Order of the Society. 

M W. NIGHTINGALE, Prefident'* 
•< MatKbefiery Jtau 13, 179*." 

Thofe who wifli to fee a cdleaion of the abfurdities which have been 
pnblicly avowed by the adherents of Omrcb and StMe Poritks, m the en- 
lightened kingdom of Great Britain toward the clofe of the i8th century, will 
do well to piocure the Refolutions on the fubjed of the Corporation 
and Teft Afts of the various meetings in fupport of thofo bulwarks of ou* 
conftitution. They are wlkSUi voA pr'mted in Q^vtOf for Me£ I^vingtonst 
St. Paulas Church-yard. 
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the hlftory of maLnkind. The craelties of the Littres tie Caehtfg, 
the injaftice of the Droit ^Jubaint, the perfecntions of the Pro- 
telUnts, the exactions of the Intendants, were repealed, dif- 
avowed, and ftigmatized. Monopolies of all forts, which bore 
fo heavy upon the poor» were abolifhed, and they groaned no 
longer under the compulfory ux of the Gsielle, or the fervi- 
tude of the Corvets. Heaps of barbarous and antiquated laws, 
differing from each other in the various diftrifts of the country, 
were abrogated ; and the innumerable convents of both fexes 
were forbidden to receive fre(h facriiices to that word of 
Ifoperftitions. The hereditary judicature of the parliaments* by 
which juftice was made a property in the hands of a few h.^ 
milies> was commuted for trial by jury; and a fyftem of re- 
prefentation was arranged for the whole country* with fcarcely 
any oppofition^ and without any conunotion.^ Comparing this 

date 



* That the reader may be folly aware of the number and extent of die 
abufes which exifted under the old goyemment of France, I have added, u ai) 
^pendix} the telUmony of one who cannot now be fufpeded of much partiality 
in favour of the Rcvdution. Mr. Arthur Young* to whom I allude, publiihed 
* within one year his Tour to Frawi, and The Example of Frame a framing 
to Britain, The former full of democratic paflages* and of invedivc» 
againft the aufery of the common people, and the infblence, ignocance* and 
oppreffive conduft of the privileged ofden of fiance. The latter wwk » irf 
an oppofite complexion ; ^containing an abufe of the French Revolution, fo 
violent, and fo declamatory, as to difguft by its malignity even many of th«t 
clafs of readers who were prepared to admire it, and who might not otherwise 
have been difgufted at the ihallow fophKby* fo evident in every page of that 
wf ak and wicked perfonomce. 

How happens k, that* in the fpace of a few months, this extraordinary con- 
verfion> this public recantation of opuuon, ihould have proceeded from a noban 
who feemed fo deeply impieired wkh the neceffity of x change of government 
In France, and fo querulous too refpe£(ing the negle^ of the public towvd his 
own fnperenunoit abilities^ and the enormous weight of Uxes with which hit 
llender patrinon)( was bnrthened, by the opprefiive finance of his own country ? 
How happens, it, that the fame name could appear to tbe %6th number of 
At Amah of Agneuburtt the Tettr mt9 treaiee, gnd tie Sxm^k of Frauee 
€ Jf^Mrnmi to Britam f 
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ftate of diingfi with the three long and lafting tyrannies of 
Louis XIII. XIV. and XV. was it criminal to look with de* 
light and admiration on the profpe^ before us> of fo many 
millions of men juft reftored to their rights from a condition 
of abjedl ilavery^ in which the nation Had continued from the 
year 1614? In the year 1790, France appeared to have ac- 
quired a ftate of freedom equal to that of America^ but with« 
out the fame ftruggle. At the Confederadon of Paris, July 
14th, 1790, the King, the Army, and the great body oflthe 
Ptople, accepted and ratified thU Conftitution. On the 14th 
of July following, the fame ceremony took place, and the 
fame harmony (notwithftanding the King's flight, in June) ap- 
peared between him and the people. Thefe circumilanceSj 
doubtlefs, affe^d us in common with all other £ngU(hmen« 
who looked back to and admired the ads of their forefathers. 
But the fame fentiments and feelings were not to be expeded 
from thofe, whofe anceftors had favoured the families, and 
who themfelves admired the maxims, of the houfe of 
Stuart •* 

Qa 

Some time previous to the laft-mentiooed publtcatlon, a Board of Agriculture 
was in contemplatbn, and a fliort time after^ when the Board was formed, 
his Majefty was pleafed to appoint Mr. Young the Secretary, with, I am 
told, a falary of 500/. a year. Sir John Sinclair, who, in the preface to his • 
Hiftory of the Revenue, had complained moft gricvoufly of the illiberality of 
Mr. Pitt, but had afcerwards found reafon to vote with the Miniftry, was made 
Prefident of this new (may it p^ove an ufeful) imlitution.— " What makes all 
^odrines plain and clear ?" 4lcc. &c. 

I do not mean to approve of all the extracts which I ftiall give as an ap- 
pendix ; for I think much more favourably of the general proceedings uf the 
French when the extracts in queftion were penned, than even Mr. Young did : 
but I do not know fo complete and interefting a detail, in the Engliih 
language, of the abufes of the old French govemmenC as Mr. Young has there 
fiven. 

* I have kit unnoticed the ufual deelamadons about the calanuties of Paris, 
the malTacres of September, and the other honors that are fo frequently at- 
tributed to the Ffench 98 a nation, and to tho ftruggle for liberty as the cauie 
«f them. But I would aik, Which of thefe cdlanuties took p'ace before the cun< 

c«re 
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On the » 4th of July, 1791, the French Revolation was cele* 
brated in London and other places* The Conftitational Society 
of MancheAer advertifed a dinner for the fame pnrpofe^ uking 
precautions which very bafe and unmanly infinoations had 
rendered neceflary.* We particularly defired that no perfons 
would wear about them, or fay, anything which might create' 
animofity between us and thofe who were of oppofitefentiments. 
We wiihed peace and harmony to prevail on all fides, and to 
leave opinions to find their own value* Not fo our adverfk- 
Ties ; for, on the morning before this, a moll inflammatory 



cert of Princes ; before the treaty of Pilnltz ; before the well-known Mani^ 
£fi!o- by the Duke of Brunfwick, on the part of our faithful ally his Majeft^r 
of Pruffia ; before the aEhial itntafion of France by the continental Defpots ^ 
and, finally, be£xe the treacherous furrender of fbme important fbrtreflcs into 
their hands ^ 



y Stewards, 



**j9ni 15, 179 X. 
• « The MANCHESTER CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY hare their 

Annual Dinner at the Bridgewater Arms, on Thurfday the 14th day of July 
neit, being the Anniverfary of the French Revolution ; at which time an4 
place the company of the Friends of Freedom is requefled* 

" GEORGE LLOYD, 
" THOMAS WALKER, 
« JAMES DARBISHIRE, 
« THOMAS COOPER, 
« GEORGE PHILIPS, 
♦' THOMAS KERSHAW, 

•« Tickets y. dd. each, to be had at the Bar of the Bridgewater Arms, and 
at Meir, Fallcner and Birch's, Stationers, in the Market-place. 

** Dbiner at three o'clock precifely. 

*• The objcdl of this meeting being not only to commemorate theJnftitutioa 
of the Manchefler Conftitu ional Society, but alfo to celebrate, as a fubje6fc 
of exultation^ the overthrow of dcfpotifm, and the eftabliihment of civil and 
religious liberty in France,— the Stewards requeft that no gentleman will on 
that day move or introduce for difcuifion any queilion relating to the political 
parties or local concerns of this country j or wear any cockade, or other badge 
«f diftindtion, which may give unnecefTary oftence to thofe of our fisllow 
citist^ns who have not yet been led to fed as ardently upon this great event 
a» ourlclves**' 

hand^ 
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Imnj-bin was diftributed throughout the town, containing, 
amongft others, this fentence, that <* if Engliftimen had the 
*' fpirit they ufed to have," they would, on the 14th of July, 
" pull the houfe we affembled at over our heads ; and the 
** brains of every man who dined there, would much be im- 
** proved by being mingled with brick and mortar. V 

RecoUe^ing iince the horrid tranfadions which pafled on 
this fame day at Birmingham, and the manner in which, and 
the defcription of perfons by whom they were condufled, 
I have been fomewhat furprized that notliing of the fkme kind 
was attempted with us. But the ftate of things was not fa- 
vourable to fuch an attempt at that feafon, however dcfirous 
fome perfons might be of making it.- I had in a confiderable 
degree the police of the town in my own hands as Borough- 
reeve, * and moft probably could have prevented any mif- 

chief 

* The town of Manchefter has neither mayor nor bailiffs, nor any other 
•fficers of a body corporate. The regulation of the police is in three officers, 
"VIZ, a Boroughreeve or Head-b(»ough, and two Conftables, who perhaps wore 
• century ago fufficient to keep the peace amoog the Inhabitants o( their jurif- 
^i^ioa. 

Thefe officers are annually elected in October by a jury of the Leet fum- 
moaed by the Lord of the Manor. 

The Borough-reeve is confidered as the principal officer, and In that capacity 
prefides at public meetings, is applied to upon all public bufinefs, has the dlild- 
button of certain charities, Sec. &c. 

From the immenfely Increafed population within the laft ftw years, the 
Magiftrates of the county have annually fworn in about two hundred additional 
Conftables, who are called Special Conflables. 

If this were the proper place, I think. I could fliew that the town of 
Manchefter owes much of its wealth and importance to its unincorporated 
chara£%er, and that, by the above-mentioned fyftem, public order might be 
as ^lly maintained as it ever was in the beft legulated corporations in 
England. 

» It hai been obferved with great truth, that towns where manufaftures art 
flioii floariihing, a^e f<^dom bodies corporate, commerce requiring univerfa 

encourage- 
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cHcf by timely exertion. Thi« was well known. Tkc kbertse 
therefore, if any was in contemplation, proved abortive, and 
the day paflcd over in the utmoft tranquillity. But, from tkc 
experience of what the unhappy families at Birmingham fuf- 
fered in their property, how narrowly fomc of them efcaped 
with tlicir lives, and from the fymptoms of a pcrfecuting fpirit 
in the town of Manchefter, which were betrayed by the hand- 
bill before mentioned, and from the way in which the account 
of the Birmingham riots was received and fpoken of in thia 
town, I determined to be upon my guard, if any occurrences 
of a iimilar nature fhould ever take place in Manchefter. 

/ The two newfpapers ufually publifti^d in that town, began 
/ now to refufe communications on the fide of liberty. One of 
\ them (publilhed by Harrop) had always been violently de- 



tncouragemcnt, inilcad of cxclufivc privileges to the natives and freeman 6f 
m particular diftrid. Thofe who firft intioduced the CoCR>A manufadure into 
Lancaihire, were proteftaat refugees, who probably found finall encouiageraent for 
themfelves and their induftry amoogft the corpdrate toWnt of EngUnd. In the 
fame manner, the Silk trade was eibihli&ed by the French emigrants of the 
bA century^ in Spital-fields, as being in the fuburbs and without, what aie 
called, the Liberties of the city of London. 

In Languedoc, and other Proteftant parts of France, there are perfims who 
ftlU talk of their relations in this country. Various Watch-makers, de- 
fcendants of thofe who were perfecuted for their diffent from the Catholic 
church and arbitrary government, are ftill to be found in the pariihes of St. Anne 
Soho, and St. Martinis in the Fields, which, as is well known, were con- 
iidered at that period as being out of the metropolis. 

It is almoft needlefs to obferve that this country owes much of its com* 
mercial charafler and profperity to the freedom it was fuppofed to polTefs ; 
that the Woollen manufadlure was principally eftabliihed in confequence of the 
fuperftition and cruelty of Philip the Second of Spain ; and that we are equally 
indebted to the extreme folly jmd wickednefs of that French Monarch who 
revoked the Edift of Nantz for fevcral valuable manufadures befides the Silk 
and Cotton. Thefe ideas, though not immediately connedte'd mth what I had 
to lay refpeding the Borough-reeve, fo naturally occurred at this moment, that 
I coold not pafs on without laying them before the reader. 

5 voted 
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yoted to the High-Church party, and th« <Jther (Whed«r*«) 
was evilly induced to adopt the fame condu^.^ Some mem^* 
bers of the Conftitutional Society, therefore, propofed to Mr. 
Matthew Falkner, a member of that Society, to commence a 
new paper, under the n^me of the Manchefter Herald, which 
was begun on the 31ft of March, 1792, and continued to the 
23d of March, 1793, with a degree of fpirit and reputation 
that will not foon be forgotten in tiiis neighbourhood. 

On the 13th of April, 1792, Mr. Cooper and Mr. James 
Watt, jun. on the part of the Manchefter Conftitutional So-> 
ciety, preftnted an Addrefs to the Society of Jacobins at 
Paris, which, on the 30th of the fame month, produced a 
moft virulent invedivc from Mr. Burke, in the Houfe oi 
Commons. On the 8th of May, the Manchefter Society pub- 
lifiied tranflations of the Addrefs and the Reply to it; for 
which, and for a defence of their proceedings on this occafion* 
I refer to <• Cooper's Reply to Burke's Inredkivc," a publica- 
tion which, from the very favourable acceptance of the public, 
was certainly worthy of an anfwer, but to which Mr. Burke 
has not yet condefcended to reply, either from want of in- 
clination. Or, more probably, from want of argument* 

As the Manchefter Conftitutional Society was itotw brought 
forward very confpicuoufly before the public> it became th4 
obje£l of much converfation and calumny. To prevent 



* There is not a more formidable enemy to political error than a newf- 
paper impardally conduced. All parties in this country are aware of (his. 
Hence the tax upon paper, the tax upon newfpapersf the penalty on lending 
papers, the threats and inducements ufed toward the publicans ^lOughout the 
kingdom, tot tejeSt fotos and take in others. Hence tht ptofecutioaft 
which iiave been carried on agalnft the Argus, tht Morning Cbf<ma.ck§^ 
the Manchefter, the Sheffield, and the Leicefter papers. Hence^ la maay 
public-houfes throughout the kingdom, you fee none but fuch contemptible 
f apers as the Sun and the True Briton. 

The fame fpirit has laid a very hcayy UX on impOKtttd h^ks, atnd ^nufed * 
ktfunty on tScuat expore. 

R jmiftake 
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taHtake and mifreprefentation, the members thought it ne-* 
cefTary about thts idme to publifh the following declaration of 
their views and intentions :— 

" Bull's Head Inn, Manchefter, May 15, 1792. 

^' At a Meeting of the Manchester Constitvtionai* 
Society, 
" Refolved, 
•* That the great objeft of this Society is, and always has 
been, to eifedl a reform in the prefent very inadequate, and 
corrupt ibite of the Reprefenution of the people. 

" That as the defedivq (late of the reprefentation of the 
people has introduced into the conHitution of this country all 
the abufes which deform it, this Society camelUy invite their 
fellow citizens to a ferious and difpailionate confideration of 
this mod important fubjed, which, they are happy to learn, 
will be brought before the Houfe of Commons in the next 
Seillon of Parliament. 

«' That the following Declaration be laid before the 
Public :— 

" DECLARATION. 

*< The views of the Manchefter Conilitutional Sodety having 
been lately much mifreprefented, we think it neceflary to ftate 
to the public the general principles, on which our aflbciation 
is founded ; and the purpofes, which we aim at accomplifh- 
ing — The political maxims, in which individually and col- 
ledively we agree, are — 

. *' That the power veiled in every government is derived 
from the people— That the perfons who exercife it are ulti- 
mately refponfihle to them-^-and that the happinefs of the 
people fhould be the fole end of every government. 

r *' We difclaim any intention of endeavouring the overthrow 
• of the Britiih ConMtution — Our aim is to reilore the con- 
' filiation to iu original purity, by rcmo?ing the cwroptions 

and 
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and abuies that deform it» and which render its pra£kice at 
perpetual variance with its applauded theory. We are parti- 
cularly anxious, that the Houfe of Commons fhould be in 
reality, what it is in name, and preteniion, the Reprefentative ^ 
Body of the Commons of Great Britain; and that the members 
of that Houfe fhould owe their feats to the good opinion, and 
free fuffrage of the people at large, and not to the proflituted 
votes of venal and corrupted boroughs. As it is the boaft of 
our conftitution, that it combines the advantages of three 
feparate eilates, it is efiential to its purity that the rights of 
the Commons fhould be preferved inviolate ; and that neither 
the King, by his Miniflers, nor any Peer of the realm, fhould 
influence the choice of thofe who are the oflenfible reprc- 
fentatives of the people. It is a matter of notoriety that 
TWO HUNDRED and FIFTY -FOUR members of the Houfe 
of Commons, are ekaed BY LESS THAN SIX THOUSAND 
PERSONS, • and that a great number of the boroughs which ( 
return thefe members are at the difpofal of the Peerage, or j 
under other unconditutional influence. 

" We are farther defirous, that the moft efFeftual means fhould 
be adopted of fecuring to the people the integrity of their 
reprefentatives. For this end, the duration of parliaments, 
founcorJttitutionally extended to fevcn years, ought to be 
contradled ; in order that the exercife of the right of appoint- 
ing their reprefentatives may more frequently revert to 
the people ; and that the members of the Houfe of Commons^ 
knowing that the renewal of their trufl mufl depend on 
an honefl difcharge of it, may feel it their interefl, as well as 
their duty, to do the bufmcfs of their conflituents with 
fidelity. On the fubjcft of the corrupt influence which exifls 
in the government of this country, we are happy to ufe 
the authority of Mr. Burkq, who, on prcfenting fomc years 
ago to the Houfe of Commons, " A Plan for the better Se- 



* The mofl naoxrotts mectiog of thft Commoosi ia our iccoQcdion, wai 

50Z members. 

Ea f'curifty 
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«* curity of the Independence of Parliament, and the osco- 
^ nomical Refonnation of the Civil and other Eflablifh* 
** menta," made this animated decUratiop,— *' Wbut I con- 
" fefs ivas ufpermoft «wiih mi, mthat I hent the fwbek force of 
** my mind to, luas the ndiUiion of that corrvft influence, <which 
*' is iijelf the fere/utial fpriug of aU prodigality, aitd of ali dif 
** order; nvbich leads us more than millions of debt', nnbicb 
** takes OFway wgeur from our arms, wfdum from our councils, 
<* and every foadoFW of autbcrity and credit from tbe mo/i 've- 
*' nerable farts of our conftitution.** The teftimony of the 
Houfe of Commcms may alfo be quoted to the fame purpofe* 
which adopted, not many years ago, . the following refo- 
lutioQ, which was fupported by Mr. Burke, viz.—'' 2bat the 
*^ influence ef tbe eronjun bos increafed, is ivcreafing, and ought 

> jLc^^ \ . / ♦* to be diminijbed,*' We cannot believe that this corrupt 
' ,'^- *l^ influence is fince diminifhed ; for it appears that even fome 

^^^ ^-^c^^''* T f^^^ *^^^® whom it formerly alarmed, are now drawn within its 

I C " As the prefent tumultuary mode of elc6ling the members 

m the Houfe of Commons, is difgraceful to a well regu- 

I lated fociety, and fatal, in its confequences, to the morals, 

I and, fooietimes, even to the lives of our fellow citizens, we 

/ conceive it highly necefTary ^that this defe£t ihould be re- 

l tnedied, and that a peaceable, and, at the fame, time an ef-- 

fcdtujJ plan, fhould he eftabliflied for coUeding the fenfe of 



^^ 



the public on fuch occafions« 

** Inilead of endeavouring to excite fedition, we are fb- 
Ucitous, by a timely and well dire^^ed reform of abufes, to 
remove all pretences for it ; and we are convinced, that 
by afting on fuch principles, and fteadily adhering to fuch 
objefts, we give the bell proof of our regard to the con- 
ftitutipn, and to the peace and happinefs of this country. 
We cannot agree with thofe, who, affefting a blind venera- 
tion for the defe£b as well as excellencies <rf our govern- 
jQsent, ftrenuoufly oppofe every attempt to eradicate e^vils 
long felt and complained of. The feafonable removal of 

. J[. abufes 
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al>ares would be the furcft pledge of public tranquillity; 
whilfl their continuance may eventually provoke popular in- 
dignation* and endanger even the €xiftence of the firitifli 
Conftitution.* 

** Though we rejoice at the Revolution which has lately 
taken place in France, we do not pledge ourfelves to an ap- 
probation of all the meafures which have been there adopted ; 
with the particular reafons of fome of them we are not fuf- 
ficiently acquainted ; and we mod iincerely deplore any cala* 
mities with which the change of the French Conditution may 
have been attended ; neither would we at all iniinuate that 
fuch a revolution as was made neceflary by the wickcdnefs of 
the former government of France, is requifite for the very 
different circumflances of Great Britain : But without com- 
paring the wretched ftate of the one country with the hap- 
pier condition of the other, we rejoice as Men, that fo many 
millions of our fellow creatures, formerly debafed by flavery, 
are at length emancipated from it : and that a nation, whofe 
government was onc,e bufied in creating projects for the de- 
ilruftion of the human race, has difplayed to the world the 
glorious example of ren*)uncing all fchemes of ambition and 
conquefl, and avowing a fyllem of universal benevo- 
lence. 



* Mr. Burke has exprcfled himfelf in a manner fo appropriate to our purpofe 
in his Speech of February the nth, lytJo, from which we have already mad« 
an extrad, that we cannot do better than ufe his own wordy on this occafion :— 
<< I do moft feriouHy put it to admlniflration to conlider the Wlfdom of a timely 
^' reform: Early reformations are amicable arrangements with a fiiend in 
** power : Late reformations are terms impofed on a conquered enemy :-— 
" Early leformations are made in cool blood : Late reformations are made 
" under a ftate of inflammation. In that ftate of things, the people behold in 
*' government nothing that is refpcdable : they fee the abufe, and they 
*' will fee nothing elfe : they fall Into the temper of a furious populace^ 
<« provoked at the diforder of a houfe of ill-fame : they never attempt to 
** correft, or regulate : they go to work by the fliorteft way — they abate the 

<« nuifence : they poU down the houfe This is MY OPINION with 

«« fc^ard to the TKUB INTEREST QF COVERNMINT/' 

" Such 
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♦» Such are OUTFRINCIPLES, our WISHES, and our DFsfcws* 
Wc have no SEVPXSH views — ^no partial interests to 
promote.-^We are confcious of no motive but the public 
good; and we can have no intereil but in the public welfare. — 
The claims which we afTert are guaranteed to us, not only by 
reafon and juftice, but by the constitution rTSBLF.-*-The 
iieceflity of an equal Reprefentation of the people in Parlia- 
went is admitted by the enlightened^ and good of every 
denomination; and as this is the great object of our 
AiTociation, we call upon our fellow-citizens to co-operate 
with us in the profecution of our defign, which may truly be* 
called THE CAUSE OF THE PEOPLE, 

«* Signed by order, and on behalf of the Manchefter Cott> 

ftitutional Society. 

*' THOMAS WALKER, Prcfident. 

*' SAMUEL JACKSON, Secretary.*^ 

Within a week after the publication of this paper, his Ma- 
jefly's Mfniilers iflUed a Prodamation againft feditious 
writings, publications, and correfpondencies ; a ffate paper 
fo curious, that even well known as it now is, I think it right 
to give a copy of it to the reader in this place, more especially 
as it is here neceflary to illuHrate fome other proceedings 
of the Societies. 

« From the LONDON GAZETTE. 

" Tuefday, May zz, 1792. 
•• By the KING, a PROCLAMATI(»J. 

** GEORGE R. 
«« Whereas divers wicked and feditious writings have been 
printed, publiihcd, and indufbrioufly diiperfed, tending ta 
excite tumult and diforder, by endeavouring to raife ground- 
lefs jealou£es and diicontents in the minds of our faithful 
and loving fubjeAs, reipe6Ung the laws and happy confli- 
tutiou of Government, civil and religious, eftablifhed in this 
kingdom ; and endeavouring to vilify and to bring into con- 
tempt the wife and wholcfome piovifions made at the time pf 

the 
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the? glorious Revolution, and fmce flrengthened and con- 
firmed by fubfequent laws for the prefervation and fecurity of 
the rights and liberties of our faithful and loving fubjedls : 
And whereas divers writings have alfo been printed, pub- 
fiihed, and induftriouily difperfed, recommending the faid 
wicked and feditious publications to the attention of ail our 
faithful and loving iubjefls : And whereas we have alfo 
reafon to believe that correfpondencies have been entered 
into with fundry perfons in foreign parts, with a view to for- 
ward the criminal and wicked purpofes above mentioned : 
jAnd whereas the wealth, happinefs and profperity of this 
kingdom do, under divine providence, chiefly depend upon a 
due fubmiffion to the laws, a juft confidence in the integrity 
and wifdom of parliament, and a continuance of that zealous 
attachment to the government and conftitution of the king- 
doni, which has ever prevailed in the minds of the people 
thereof: And whereas there is nothing which we {o earneftljr 
defire as to fecure the public peace and profperity, and to 
preferve to all our loving fubjeds the full enjoyment of their 
rights and liberties, both religious and civil : we, therefore 
being refolvcd, as far as in us lies, to reprefs the wicked and 
feditious praftices aforefaid, and to deter all perfons from 
• following fo pernicious an exantple, have thought fit, by the 
advice of our privy council, to iflue this our royal proclamation, 
iblemnly warning all our loving fubjefts, as they tender their 
own happinefs, and that of their pofterity, to guard agaiuft 
^1 fuch attempts, which aim at the fubverfion of all regular 
government within this kingdom, and which are inconfiftent 
with the peace and order of fociety ; and earneftly exhorting 
them at all times, and to the utmoU of their power, to avoid 
and difcourage all proceedings, tending to produce riots an* 
tumults; and we do ftridlly charge and command all our 
magiftrates in and throughout^our kingdom of Great Britain, 
that they do make diligent enquiry, in order to difcover the 
authors and printers of fuch wicked and feditious writings 
a$ aforefaid, and all others who ihall difperfe the fame : and 
we do further charge aud command all our iheriiFs, jufticcs of 

the 
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the peace> chief niagiftrates in our cities, boroughs and cor-^ 
porations, and all other our officers and magiltrates through^ 
out our kingdom of Great Britain, that they do, in their 
feveral and refpedive Nations, take the moft immediate and 
effedual care to fupprefs and prevent all riots, tumults and 
other diforders, which may be attempted to be raifed or made 
by any perfon or perfons, which, on whatever pretext, they 
may be grounded, are not only contrary to law, but danger- 
ous to the moll important interefts of this kingdom : and we 
do further require and command all and every our magiftrates 
afbrefaid, that they do from time to time, tranfmit to one of. 
our principal fecretaries of ftate, due and full information of 
foch perfons as (hall be found oiFending as aforefaid, or in any 
degree aiding or abetting therein ; it being our determination 
for the prefervation of the peace and happinefs of our faithful 
and loving fubjedls, to carry the laws vigoroufly into execu- 
tion againft fuch offenders as aforefaid. 

« Given at our court at the queen's houfe, the twenty-firH 
day . of May, one-thoufand-feven-Jiundred-and-ninety- 
two, in the thirty-fecond year of our reign* 

« GOD iave the KING." • 

About 

f> '" ' " ' . 

* Curious as this proclamation is, it is not lingular i 

The following general warrant was iflTued by Chief Juftkc ScfOggs-* 
and it is a circumftance not onworthy of mtice, that he was afterwards im- 
peached by the Commons fog this, amongft other reafoas. 

** Whereas there are diverfe ill-difpoTed peribns, who do daily print abd 
publiih many feditioua and treaibnable books and pamphlets^ endea v ouiing 
thereby to difpoie the mbds of his majefty^s fubje^s to fedition and rebel- 
lion ; and alfo infamous libels, retle^Hng upon particular perfons, to the great 
fcandal of his majcfty's government. For fuppreiling whereof, his majefty 
hath lately ilTued out his royal proclamation j and for the more fpeedy 
fupprefling the faid feditious books, libels, and pamphlets, and to the end 
that the authors and pubhAers thereof may be brought to their pumftuacnt : 

*• Thcfe are to will and require you, and in his majefty*8 name to charge 
and commax&i you, and every of you> upon fighiC hereof, to be aiding and 

aflUliDg 
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AlK>at this time (viz. May 24th, 17 gt^) eommenced the 

patriotic* and on the 6th of June, 1792, the Reformation 

Society of this town. As thcfe wetc afterwards conne^ed 

^ with the Conftitutional Society, and ftill more, the obje£(s 0/ 



affiftiag to Robert Stephens^ melTeiiger of the pccfsy ia th« i«i<iAg on all 
fuch books and pamphlets as aforefaid* as he ihall be informed of, in any 
bookicllcr's or printct't fliops, or warehoufes, or elfewhere whatfocvcr, to 
the end they may be dlfpofed as to law ikall appertain* AUb) if you 
ihall be informed of the authors) printers, or publiihers of fuch books, or 
pamphlets, at are abor6 mentioned^ you are to appfebend tkem^ and have 
them before one of his majefty^s juftices of the peace, to be proceeded againft 
according to law. Dated this 29th day of November, 1679. 

*< To Robcart Stepheaf , meflenger of the prels, and to all mayors, ftetifFs^ 

bailiffsi cdnftablttS, and all other officers and miaifters, whom thefe may 

c^iicera. 

*« WILLIAM SCROGCS"— State Trials, vol. vii. p. 484. 

There is alfo a curious paflTage f efpe£Hng a iimilar |>roceeding of Charles 
the 2d ilk Httme*s life of that monarch.i*-«VoL viiL p. 16. 

" Soon after the prorogation) there paffed an incident which in itfelf 
is trivial, but tends ftrongly to mark the genius of the Engli/h government, 
and of Charles's adminiflration, during this period. The liberty of the con* 
ilitution, and the variety as well as violence of the parties, had begotten a pro- 
penfity for political converfation ; and as the cofiee-houfes in particular were 
the fcenes, where the condn^l of the king and thft tMAtf vrai CaOvaffed 
with great freedomt a proclamation was ifibed to fupptefs tfad'd place* of 
sendesviDus. Such an a£i of perwer, during the former reigns, would hate been 
' growaied entirely on the prerogative \ and before the accdfiofi of the hottfe of 
Stuart, no fcruple would have been entertained with regttd to that exercife of 
aothority. But Charles, finding doubta to a^iie upon fais pfOCtamctioAy had 
recodrfe to the judges, who foppliod Mm with a chkancy and that too a 
frivolous one, by which be might juftify his proeeodingt. The law whkh 
fettled the excife, enadted, that licenfes for retailing liquors might be refufed 
to fuch as could not find fecurity for payment of the duties. But coffee 
was not a liquor fubje^ied to excife j and even this power of refufing licenfe« 
was very limited, and could not reafonably be extended, beyond the inCentiAp 
of the ad. The king, therefore, obferving the people to be much dii&tis- 
fied, yielded to a petition of the coffee-men, who promifed for the future to 
leftrttA all MHickmt difcooifii in thtif liCMife«^ wn/i the pyddafXvatfOft ^U 
iccallcd." 

. .\ I E virulent 
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Virulent abufe and perfecntion, I have given the fundameataf 

refoludons and declarations of thefe Societies, that the reader 

may judge how far they deferved the obloquy and reproaches 

of the people of Manchefter or the minifters of govern- 

ment.* 

On 

" Mancbeftert May 24, 1792. 
***Ata Meeting bdd at the WINDMILL, in DOLEFIELD. 

«< Refolved, fuft. That this Society be denominated the Patriotic 
Society. 

** Second, That the following be our declaration, which ihall be figned by the 
Prefident and Secretary ; published in all the Manchcfter newfpapers, and.^ 
ient to the Conftitutlonal Societies in London, Manchefter, Sheffield, Nor- 
wich, Glafgow, and any other places where fimilar focieties are, or may be, 
formed. 

<< DECLARATION. 

*' The people of this country not being fairly reprefented, the obje£k of tkis 
Society is to endeavour to gain by cwifiitutional meant a fair and adequate re^ 
Jnrefentation in parliament ; and till we have gained this point, we do declare 
that we will never ceafe, or rellnquifli our well meant endeavours, and that we 
are determined to proceed with firmnef? in defence of our own and our coiui- 
try's rights. 

^ Reformation and not Revolution, as fome would wiih to infinuat^, is our 
objeft : all ideas of the latter vire. utterly di/claim, as wc ahbor every thing 
that bears the flighted femblance to tumult or diforder. The arms of reafon 
are our only weapons, and with thofe we hope to conquer ; thoie of force may 
ailift defpotifm, but are not necefiary to the caufe of truth. Though we pay 
implicit obedience to the prefeat form of government, ye^ ftill we have the 
undeniable right of pointing out Our grievances, and of endeavowing by con-^ 
iUtutional means to get them redreiled ; we do there£)re declare : 

<< I. That as government derives its origin from the people, they ought to be 
fairly and adequately reprefented in parliament. 

• <« IL That till this is the cafe the people of England cannot be faid to enjoy 
perfect freedom. 

. « III. That the fole objeA of gQTemxnent tught to be the ||rofpenty and hap« 
pinefsof (he people. 

«<JV. That 
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On Monday the 4th of June, 1792, C^^^ Ma^ftfs births 
day) a meting was held in Mancheiler to addrefs the kin^ 
on the late proclamation. On the Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday morning before the meeting, the following addrefs 

was 

« IV. That the original intention of government was to prote6^, and not to 
aninhliate the rights of man.-* 

** The people of this country, efpeciaUy the middle and lower daflcs, have 
been kept in the dark with refpeft to the abafes of govenunent, and have 
been conftantly told that they ought not to meddle with the affairs of admi- 
niflra6on, becaufe thote In office would ever have their intereft at heart. This 
mode of arguing, ridiculous as it is, has neverthelefs had its defired tSeBt : 
the people thinking that this was reatiydie cafe have (hut their eyes to thd' 
•wa intereft f and have defifted from making any enquiry ; yet, alas ! how have 
they been deceived, during a late rumour ^at this country would be involved 
in a war with Ruffia, the people in general were averfe to it . A^d la the 
Houfe of Commons where their fentimeots ought to have been fpoken, there 
was a very great majority in favour of the minifters impolitic meafure. This 
will ^quently be the cafe till the people of this kingdom are e^aUy lepK- 
fented in parliament. As this country owes much of its greatmfs to com- 
merce, the people who have contributed the moft to its prefent grandeur, and 
who contribute the moft towards the maintenance of its govenunent, certainly 
ought to have their fentimeots fpoken by men of "thor own diufing, for as lon^ 
as placemen, penfioners, and others have it in their power to boy thdr featt 
in parliament for a few thoufand pounds, the profperity, happinefe, and libeifty 
of this country will iland on a very tottering foundation. , 

•* We muft confefs that we have little expedlation of any MIe6hial reifbnn 
being eacried Into execution by the Houfe of Commons of itfelf, for as often as 
the queftkm of an equal reprefentation in parliament has been agitated, fo afien 
has it been negatived ; and ftill more -fo as fome of thofe who fbrmerly pre- 
tended to be warm advocates |or the meafure, are now amoi^ the moft vio* 
lent of its oppofers. 

*' We fee with pleafure that fimilar inftitutions to ours are forming ia many 
towns in this kingdom, and we congratulate our country that men of the firft 
-rank and abilities have had Irberality fuAciept to form themfelves into j| 
foeiety for obtaimng a more adequate reprefentation in parllaiiient ; and, eipe- 
cially as Several dsftbguiihcd members of the Houfe of Comtnons are on the 
fift of the members of that ibciety, we intieat our fellow-citizens to follbw 
f uf f ]cainple> and pot let thcsfclves be any loj>gei deceived by any party of 

lf% laepj 
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was diftributed on the part of the Conftitqtional Society, 
which will fufficiently evince their deiire of preferving the 
peace and harmony of the town, and their difinclination to 
any (pecies of conteft but that of fair and free difcuffion, 

''The 

fnen, for the miniftry 4nd pppofition have generally b«t ooe thing in inew» 
which 13 their own indlv'duai intereft \ and while EngUflunen continue to re- 
pofe an implicit confidence in either party, they muft never ezped to obtain 
«n cfltftftal n4pe6 cf their grievaiices. 
•'- «* Signed by the order of the Society, 

« WILLIAM SPAKEMAN> Prefident. 
«' SAMUEL TENNANT, Secretary." 



«* At 1 Meeting held at riie <Md Boar's Head, Hyde's Crofs, k was reiblved, 
tliat this Soctbty be called 

"The REFORMATION SOCIETY. 

^ Tkat tbi IbHofving be oar declamtlon which fliall be prfnttd !a die Man* 
dMHer papers, and fent to flmilar Soeieties in this kingdom. 

'' We behold with pleafuie ibcieties ^miag; in different parts of thi( king- 
dom, for the pturpole of obtaining a Parikmintaty Refanni ^^ ^ ^^^^ t« 
unite our humble endeavours to theirs, hi/ ^miog ouffelves bto a (bckty, to 
^ co-fipfrate with them m fo excellent an undertaking. 

** The ftudy of civil government fo important to the happinefs of man> 
. though in iefiplf plain and iimple, has, by the aits of defpotiiin bci« wrapt 
^ up in darknefs and obfcurity. If we fuifer from any thihg before we can s^^ply 
the femedy> it is neceflary to know t^ccai^'ft to point out the fprii^Sy and to 
ibew the ^e^t to which it has rifen. The befb means of pointing out out 
irieyanc^ and getting them redreiled, is by ^having men (bffgn by the mm- 
jority of tkt feopU \ adting according to the wifhes of their conftltuents in an 
apitf/ rtfr(^t^t\w ^ the pet^U in farllament. 

«Rcfclvcd, 

<^ |. That t^e peopU of ^rt at Britain ar^^ not fully, fakly and adequately 

rtfieiqited in farliament—^and that the defedive ftate of the reprefentadon of 

thia Qountcy vpA libo fxtc^aded duration of patUamentSf require 9, Speedy and 

•flfeaual RzFOBM, ai4 are obje^s to which tbe attention of thi» fociety i\ 

liattipularW dttc(^e4, •. . • 

♦♦Jl.Th^ 
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♦*The Manchefter Constitutional Society, fully Sa- 
tisfied that the voice of reafon is feldom heard amidft tumult 
and confufion~that the true friends of the people are alfo 
the truefl friends of peaceable demeanour, and patient in- 
veftigation — that the advocates of a timely and temperate 
reform in the abufes of government, require no ailiibuce but 
from argument, and that their adverfaries have no refource 
but in violence and abufe, the common refuge of a caufc 
that can be no otherwifc fupported — think it thitr duty to 
reply by their actions to the calumnies of their enemies, 
and to ftep forward at this moment of public perturbation, 
in fupport of peace, and order, and law. 



** II. That the happinefs of the people govenied, ought to be the fole txA 
and aim of all civil government. 

« lU. That every perlbn from the higheft to the loweft appointed to, and 
accepting of any office or truft for the benefit of the community, is vhitnattij' 
rtjfonpbU to tie ptoplt for the compleat difcharge of the duties of it. 

** We alfo beg leave to thank his Majefty for his royal proclamation, 
vherein are the following words : •« And whereas there is nothing which we 
<< fi> eameflly defire as to fecure the public peace and profperlty, and to pre- 
** ferve to all our loving (ubjefts the full enjoyment of their rights and 
*< llbeitiesi both religious and civtL** 

** We are fv from countenancing any thing that leads to anarchy and confu- 
fion. Re A son and Truth are the only arms that we will unitedly wield againft 
thofe who may oppofe us, and with them we fhall in the end prevail. We are 
willing to bring every thing to the teft of reafon, and of truth j— then by their 
own merits or demerits, they muft ftand or fall. 

«« We renounce and iifdaim all riots and tumults. And we declare that we 
will, tolhe utmoft of our jjower, at the command of the magiftratcs, alfift 
\^ fupprefiing and quelling-any fuch which may arife. 

** Signed by order of the fociety, 

« JOHN ROBERTS, Prefident. 

♦< JOHN CHEETHAM, Secretary.'* 

•* Hitherto 
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•* Hitjrerto the people of England have fuppofed the ftatutes 
of this realm, duly executed, were fufficient of themfelves 
to prevent or to puirifh offences againft the ftate, and that if 
the laws were inadequate to their purpofe; it was the duty 
of the legiflature ta remedy the defedl. Hitherto the people 
«f England have fuppofed that the peaceable difcuffion of 
tfee errors and abufes which time may have introduced into 
the conflitution under which they live, was not only their 
privilege, but their right — not merely a matter of expedi- 
ence, but m juftice to themfelves and their pofterity, their 
boundcn duty. 

•* The proclamation, which his Majefty's miniffcrs have fo 
unadvifedlyifTued, found the people thus happily perfuaded : 
neither diftruftrng the laws of their country, nor involved 
in any riotous meetings or tumultuous difcuflions. Ufing, 
but nat abufiag their right of ixjuvelligating the prixxciples of 
gtwernment, and the condu^ of their public feFvants^ by 
the peaceable mean-s of reafon and argument. The true 
Iricnds of their country have been grieved, to fee this ftate 
©f the public mind fo materially difturbed by the late Pro- 
clamation—the obvious tendency of which is to create alarm 
where none exifled before^ — to fow the feeds of matual dif> 
cord and fufpicion among the people — to excite diftnifl oF 
the laws, the magiilrates, and the government of the 
country— and to give exiflence to thofe very ^* frkudingf 
i tending u produce riot and tumult ^^ which it profefles to guard 
i againft* Neverthelefs a public meeting is propofed to be 
t held in the town of Manchefter, on Monday next, " to con- 
flder of a proper addrefs to his Majefty," in confequence oF 
ihis very proclamation. 

*' In the prefent agitated ftate of the public mind, the 
impropriety of fuch a meeting cannot be doubted ; and the 
^h^tous tetidencyy of a multitude of people, of various and 
cppofite fehtiments aflembling to difcufs a public meafure oF 
a violent nature, and containine the moft dubious aflertions,^ 

smdt 
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«ftd the moft perfonal allnfions, is too glarmg to be iHif- 
taken. By violence and tumult — by intemperatt debate 
and public confofion, the caufe of the people muil inevitably 
be injured. This is the game for their enemies to p!af ; 
and there is reafoa to believe the opportunities will be 
eagerly fought for. 

"' The Manchefter Conftitutional Society will never relinquifh 
their principles, or lofe fight of an cffedlual reform in the 
reprefentation of the people ; but they renounce and disclaim 
fuch means of effeding their purpofe, or promoting thdr 
caufe. — ^They do therefore moft earneftly exhort the Mem- 
bers of their own and fimilar focieties in this town and 
neighbourhood, and every true friend to the rights of the 
people, to evince themfelves the true friends alfo of public 
peace and good order, by abftaining from the meeting of 
Monday next ; which, however upright the motives of the 
perfons who have called it, has a direft tendency at the pre- 
fent crifisi to endanger the harmony and tranquillity of the 
town and neighbourhood. 

" Signed by order, and on the behalf of tJie 
Manchefter Conftitutional Society. 

*' THOMAS WALKER, Prdldent. 
*' SAMUEL JACKSON, Secretary. 
•* Manchefter, June 2, 1792." 

This precaution was but too neceffary; for in the evening 
of Monday a coniiderable number of people afTembled in 
St. Ann's-Square, in Manchefter, to fee fome illumina- 
tions exhibited by two of his Majefty's tradefmen, when 
the croud became very tumultuou*, and aflauked feveral 
peaceable fpedators ;— they proceeded to tear up feveral of 
the trees growing there, one of which was carried with great 
triumph to the Diffenters chapel, near the fquare, and the 
jates attempted to be forced open, with violent cries of 
" Church and King— Dowa witk the Rump — Down with 
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it, ftc. &c.^ Another tree was carried in the (ame riotm» 
manner, and with the fame exultations to the Unitarian cha- 
pel in Mofley-ftrcet ; fortunately, however, the doors with- 
ftood the attacks made upon them, the people were perfuaded 
gradually to difperfe, and about one o'clock in the morning 
the ftreets became. quiet without any further. damage* 

About this time (June a6th, 179X,) one of the divifions of 
the Church and King Club thought fit to fupport the pro*' 
damation of his Majefty's Minifters by a declaration of their 
principles in an Addrefs,* which 1 have already given in con- 
trail with the refolutions of the Conflitutional Society ; and> I 
apprehend, the reader has not been at a lofs to form a judge-^ 
ment upon thefe two compodtions. 

The meetings that were called, and the refolutions that 
were entered into, in almoft every part of the kingdom at 
this period, under pretence of fupporting the conftitution, are 
well known. The High Churchmen were not behind hand, 
on this occafion, in their profeffions of loyalty : all the 
bad paflions of party were let loofe, and political rancour 
againft the friends of reform^ became a virtue of the firft 
magnitude, f 

A few 

* Page 17. 

\ This was not unforefeen by a writer in the Manchefter Herald, who thus 
exprefles Bimfelf : 

" Mancbifieff June l, 1792. 
" Sir, 

'^ The public have been not a little furprized at the appearance of a procla-. 
xnation, the mod extraordinary perhaps that the annals of this country has 
produced, and fingularly well calculated to produce the alarm which it i& 
apparently meant to allay. 

« By hints and Infinuations— >by ambiguous exprtffioAs-^by general aflcitions, 
the aftonifhed reader is taught toexpe€l fomc unknown evil, which he attempts 
in vain to difcover from the proclamation itfclf. Seditious writings are com- 
plained of without being defcri bed j broad hints are given that correfpondenciet 
have been undertaken for criminal purpofes with fundry peribiisijrfurtigiip^rts^ 

without 
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. A few months after this proclamation^ a taqe-gat]iercr> 
and fome other perTonSf went round the town of Man- 
ckeiler to all the inn keepers and publicans, advifing them, 
as they valued themfelves, to fuffer no focieties fimilar 
^ 

^vithoHt the flighteft hH being ftated upon which this jbelief is groimdedt 
vithout any particulars of the fubjedt of correfpoadenccy or the perfons cor^ 
refpondingy or the foreign nations alluded to. It infinuates attempts at the 
fubverfion of all regular government, without venturing to Specify uay-ft^ 
ticulars for public information. It dire£ts magiftrates to depart firom the line 
of their praftice to turn informers and trapfmit' fecret accufations againftin* 
dividuals to perfoos, before whom the offence is not regularly cognisable. 

*' In the beginning it aflertSythat feditious writings have been printed, pub« 
liihedy and induftrioufly dlfperfed— afterwards, as if doubting its own afler* 
tions, it commands magiftrates to enquire after the authors, printers, and 
difperfers of fuch writings, who, if the former aflertion be true, ought to b« 
well known already, and if not well known, the afierdon ought not to hatt 
l>e^n made. 

** But if feditious writings have been publiihed. Why not venture to point 
abem out f If not, Where is the propriety of this proclaniatioa ? If iUeg4 
ccrrefpondencies have been undertaken. Why not pubUfli the fa^, produce th» 
proof, and inHift the punifliment ? If none fuch have taken pUc«» Why 
make fo groundlefs an infinuadon ? 

** In truth this pioclamariqn (which is not the aft of his mjcftyf who has 

■either the power nor the inclination to do wrong, bat of his niniifters vbo 

nay have both) is in its whole tenor and compofition, a direA attack upoa 

the condud of government. Why pennii any occaflan ti> f xift for .fuch a 

proclamation } Why have not thefe writings (if any fuch there we) boM 

liipprefled, and their authors and publifliers proceeded agaiaft accoiding tt 

law > Are the laws ineffeftual ? Why not amend them ?— ^o: thoy fnffipfltt 

already— Why have tfaey not been infbrced ? Indeed J att aftfiniihed tltat mi* 

sifters for their own fakes will thus puhliih to the wgri4 that* hai^ he«« 

yemifs in their duty vndX this -tinie9 they will take mote ca»' in future, 

} • . . . ^ , 

<< I am grieved to fee the refpefted name of our gracious fovereign anne](ed to 

a publication fo evidently open to thefe animadverfions ; and I hope the ad- 

vifers of this indifcrcet meafure will ihortly be impeached for promoting a 

proclamation Co flagrantly calculated to excite jealoufies and al^ms among 

ihc people, where none exiftDd bafbre. Very diffeKnt-iadaetf ihc cate wonld 

liavebeea, ilwyMWitbgtycaa ^ ^a hafnri i tafwr lrttfy 
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to ours (the conilitational) to meet at their houfes. The 
publicans thought their licenfes of more value than our cuftom, 
and would receive neither the conftitutional, the patriotic, 
nor the reformation focieties any longer. In thus adUng they 
for the moment probably confulted their intereft, but the 
mode of their doing it, was too defcriptive of the temper of 
the high church party at that time * to be omitted. 

The 



by the verdi^ of a jury as feditioos and inflammatory» and thus clearly 
aTcertained and pointed out to the people, were maintained or pttbliflied and 
difperfed. In that cafe there would have exifted a fpedfic offence, the pbjeft 
ivould have been unambiguous, and the proclamation would hare a&ed as a 
xpild and falutary caution. At prefent there is room to doubt upon every 
Sentence of thi$ proclamation \ and what \% worfe there is alfo room to apply 
it where it nviy not have the rooft dlftant allufion. Involved as it is in 
darknefs and ambiguity, dealing in fears without fpecifying the foundation, 
and creating fufpicions without removing them, each man is tempted to aik 
his neighbour, Who are the perfons ? Where are the meetings > Which are the 
writings ? The evil fp|rit of criminal conjedure is let loofe upon the public, 
by authority, to ftab the reputation of the innocent^ tuid the malignant 
paffions of private pique and public prejudice, have now fuU play and ample 
gradficatbn« 

" But after all, Why this general anxiety a:r.ong mlnifters to ftop the pro- 
grefs of knowledge and cut off the feurces of political information > Why 
. this dread left the people (the Sfomfr MtUfittuie, as then friend, Mr. Burke,r 
calls them) fhould think too much and reaibn too much on their own righu 
and their ovta iaterefts ? Left the deep veil of myftery which ftate<pcraft has 
thrown over the icience of government, ihouid, perchance, be withdrawn, 
ind the tranfadkms of court politics be expoled to the prying eye of an 
Aftoniibed multitude ? If the foundations of thefe gaudy fuperftru6hires be 
unlbond, this cnadufi k rafily explained : but if government and mimftera 
#0 aAually mean well, if their principles and condud wUl bear examination, 
why do they ihrink f»am enquiry ? Why give roQm to apply the ob(ervatioiK 
that << Men love darknefs rather than light)— bccaufe their deeds are 
evil,« 

%i SYDNEY.'* 

•^MmbeftfT, Sejt. xj, 179*. 
- * ^ We whoft aeaiet 9tt hcrenato fubfoibed, being licenied innkeepers and 
ik- h cqfeto ep cn, iMimitKVom»9l Al^cjuyTya aad ^Ai.roA]>,>/^ 

9bqne4 
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^heCoaftittttionat Society having now no regular place of 
teeeting, in confequence of being thus excluded from public 
hoafes^ I off^^rcd them the ufe o£ my houfe at Mancheiler 

until 



alarmed at the treafMohle vnifedkioui conduct of a well-knowt fet of darifi^ 
MISCREANTS, who have called a public meeting to be held oq Tuefday 
xKxty at the Bults Head inn^ in Mancbefer^ for the avowed purpose of 
affifiing the Fkxnch Savagzs, as well as with a sincsbx Dssxtxof iii^/'0«, 
dsKingfinuUr caJamities to the inbahitantt of this naffy and FROsrXaous 
couNTKTy as tbofe that now exifi in France^ take this very neceffary opportu- 
nity of publiflung to the towns of Manchsstxr and Sal rot d in particu-, 
iar, and to the whole kingdom of GREAT-BRITAIN m geoeial, our 
detefiaivon of fuch 'okked and abcmnabU PRACTICES. 

*< And we do hereby folemnly declare, that vH wll not fuffer any itteeting 
to be held in our houfes, oi any Clubs or SocixTizs, however fpecms or 
plaujible their titles may be, that have a tendency to put In force what thofc 
INFERNALS fo ardently and devdudy 'unfrfofy namely the DESTUCTION 
OF THIS COUNTRY ; and vte will be ready on all occafions, to co- 
operate with our fellow -townfmen in bringing to jujfice all thofe who ihall 
oifend In any inftance, againft OVR much-admired and most zxclit- 
LENT Constitution.** 

Signed by xS6 Inn-keepers and Alehoufe-keepers. 

Th« preceding adverdfement was pvbliihed in confequtnce of theibUawiog 
propofal : 

** The friends to the liberdes of mankind refident in this town and 
Aeighbouthood, are defired to meet at the Bull's Head, l>n Tuefday next the 
iSth inftant, z% three o'clock in the afternoon, to fet on (bot a fubfcrlption 
for the relief of our brethren in France, who are at prefent fuffering all ^e 
calamities of war, in confequence of a moft cruel combination of ^lejpott^ 
againft the dawning liberty of tkat country, and which may eventually b« 
employed, and with the fame reafon, to the deftrudtion of our own/*. 

MancbefiTf j%tb Se^emher, I79i« 

Another inftancc of the indecent length to which falfehood and c|i«' 
{umny were carried, appears in Harrop^s Manchefter Mercury of TtibTday 
the 13th. of November, 17 92. Some perfons had been taken up (in Lon- 
don, I believe,) on a charge of unnatoral prai6lices ; this circvgoftaace gart 
fife to the followuig paragraph 10 the paper laft mcntioiied* 

0% ^e 
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ntixil xbey could accommodate themfehres elfewliere. As T 
moftly refided five miles from Manchefter, in a houfe which I 
then rented at Barlow ;• it caiifed no interruption or incon-' 

venience 

*^ The ezpofiire of the Catamites his given lifc to a compantite etufoirf mto 
the chancers which compofe that Societjr, and the charaftos which com-* 
^e the Catattm Societies that meet in the varioas parts of this town ) when 
it is clearly found that the latter (many of whom arc of the Catamite fta* 
ttrnity alfo) are hy far the more dangerous in fociety. Nature, ever pefftA^ 
pDwerfol, and rtfpolfiTey will prated her own btws. Her imperative' voice 
calls out, mi the univerial hand is fifted agaxnft the execrable monfler that 
inverts heriacred porpofes: but the Catalines, whefe daric and villainoos 
SAachinatioos work upon the credulous and weak minds of imperfeft men« 
ihould become the peculiar obje^ of national attention and reientment It 
is impoDlble to offend the >w& of nature with impunity— ^hofe of nation^ 
are too ohen fubverted without puniihment. AH who love the harmony of 
order ln(bctety«»all who venerate the beft of conilitutbns— all who admire and 
love the beft of Sovereigns j in ihort, every liberal and manly nature ihould 
unite in the ezpofure and condemnation of thofe confpirators who meet in 
publicy and private houfesy and who» dilTatisfied with regular national prof- 
peiity and happinefsy would, if poilible, confign their country to all the 
miferies of pubHc and private anarchy !•— — ^* 

• This houfe belongs to Mr. Egertonof Tatton, one of the prefent mem^ 
bttt ht Mewcaftlet ift ^taiibntthiri. Ox di« loth day of January, 1792, 
Mr. Egerton called upon me, and a conveifation, of which the ibllowipg 
dialoj^e is a part, pafTed between us : 

Jidr. ZgtrtoH. } h«ve been very uaeafyi and stiy uneafinefs hat pieventecC 
me from iboner- cooing to Barlow. 

Mr. Walker., I am forry you have had any uneafinefs, and ftill more (by 
t£at it has prevented you from coming here, according to your repeated 
fromr(es« 

Mr, Mgerton. From the decifive part which you have taken in publk af-* 
£urs, I have been very much afraid that your houfe would have been pvlled 



Mr. Walker, Sir ! 
i>^. Egerton, I mean my houfe. 
^Mr, Walker, lamxciUlyat % l9fa H) Juiow what you mean. 
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veiucnce to myfelf or my family. The high chvfch party 
having th«9 failed of rotting the jacobins (as the friends of 
ciril aad religions liberty were now termed all over £ur6pe) 
their animoiity was principally direfled againffc me for hav- 
ing famifhed the place of meeting for the fociety, to which 
I belonged. On the ift of December, 1792, his majeily's 
minifters ifued their fecond proclamation, and on the nth, 
the friends to high church principles in Manchefter refolved 
to follow the example, which feems to have been held oat at 
London as a pattern for the whole kingdom by what is 
Called Mr. Reeves's aflbciation. The newfpapers at Man- 
chefter, particnlariy Harrop's, had long teemed with inflam- 
iaatory paragraphs againft the friends of freedom or jacobins 
as it then was, and ftill condnoes to be, the fafliion to call 
them. Thus in Harrop's paper of December 4th, 1792, 
jaft a week before the riot, there appeared the following 
paflagcs. 



Afr. Egertm. I think it right to be explicit, and to fay that I have been 
very apprehenfive horn the part you have taken, that my houfe would have 
been pulled dowa. Jn faa^ , / ibmv, it ^gas mtendtd to full your boufes 

Mr. Walker. To me yoo appear much nAftaken, for I think the pcoplr 
begin to know better than to treat their real friends in the manner you feem 
to infinoate. But, as I think you right ia being explicit, and as I admire 
^lain dealing, I will follow your example, aad tell you that if you ex- 
peft, I fliould regulate my opinions by yours, you will be very much mil- 
taken. The part I have taken I have not adopted without mature delibera* 
tion, and without being perfectly coavlnced it is right. I will, not therefore,^ 
iaffer any man to di^tc to me. 

Jlfr- Egertott, I do not exped It, but my property is in dangec. 

Mr. Walker, Whilft I live in your houfe I fliall not permit it cafily to be 

palled down, as independently of my property I have a very great ibke in ity 

fl^ \^fe and fix chiHren. 

« \ 

Mr, Eiertin, Sir, property ii erery tiling to me.<«« 

#<Thfl 
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•• TTie metropolis • of Great-Britain having fo iecldeHf 
given its opinion in refpedt to the condudl of thofe lereU 
' ling focieties which would pull down the glorious ^biick 
of the coniUtution, no doubt can be entertained that 
every corporate body and every town^ county, and bo- 
rough in^the kingdom will follow fo laudable an example ; 
and thus at once crufh thofe iniidious vipers who would 
poifon the minds of the people, level all diflinfdons and 
a/Ifrvperty,f and make one general wreck of the happinefs 
of the empire.'* 

«The 



* Alluding to the refolutioos of the Common-Council of the City of 
London, upon the 27th and the 29th of November^ 1792. Sigped, Rix. 
Sjnderion, Mayor. 

■f The word Equality has been of great ufe to the High Church party, wh» 
have not failed to fcize every opporcunity of wllfui/y perverting it lirom the 
lenfe in which the defenders of Liberty and Equality have conftantly ufed it. 
InManchefter the confbnt mifreprefentation of oar principles 00 this fubjed* 
induced the friends to Freedom to publiihand difperfethe following hand-bill« 
firft pr'inted I believe at Liverpool. 

"EQUALITY. 

•* The pcrverfe fenfe impofed on the word EQUALITV, by the folly or the 
lears of fome o£ our countrymen^ is as dangerous as it is abfurd } and they 
may probably fee the day, when they may repent of having infiiied into the 
minds of the people a notion, that the eqvalitt to be contended for is an 
Equality of wealth and ^Jfcffions, If by continually repeating this idea^ the 
MnmformeJ, or as they are now arrogantly flyied, the SWINISH MULTI- 
TUDE, ihould take it into dieb heads> that they are jufHfied in tnfordng 
luch a Cyftem, the confeqaences will reft on thofe, who by a perverfion of 
terms, have wickedly or foolifhly propagated fo dangerous a dodrine. The 
C(|uality infifted on by the friends of Reform is AN EQUALITY OF 
RIGHTS, or, in other words, that every perfon may be' equally intitled tft 
the proted^ion and benefits of fociety j may equally have a voice in the elec- 
tiMi of thofe perfons who make the laws by which he is affe^ed in his liberty, 
his life, or his property ; and may have a &ir opportunity of exerting to ad- 
inatage any talents he may poflefs. The rule is not << Let all maaldnd be 
ftrpetuallj e^r*— God and nature have forbidden it. But ** Let allwumHiad 
Jlsrt fmr in tbt Ract of BftJ'* The inefuad^j deiivcd froa labour and fttc« 

cefifttl 
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*' The following remark made in a very modem puMi-' 
•• cation on the " Happinefs and Rights of Man,'* is levelled 

" with 

- ■ ir ' ■ ■ ■■ ■ ... ■ - 

<efsful enterprize, the refult of fuperbr iiidttftry and good fiMtune, is vat 
inequatity eJU'ential to tbi -very ex'ifiencc of Society 5 and it natucally followSi that 
the property fo acquired, (hould ^^[sfrom a father to bisMdnn. To render 
property infecure would deftroy all motives to exertaon, and tear up public 
happinefs by the roots. Such are the truths acknowledged and avowed by 
the Reformers of the prefent day, and Where, but in the wild workings of 4 
difordered imagination, do their enemies find the dangerous defines with 
which they daily alarm the public ? Are they acknowledged hy the govern- 
ment of America ? Are they to be difcovered in the code of the French na-' 
tion? Have they been avowed by ANY CONSTITUTiaNAL SOCIETV 
in this kingdom f Or, Are there any traces of fuch dodrines In the WORKS 
OF ANY MODERN REFORMER f— Again, Are the Reformers of the 
prefent day lefs interefted than their abufets in the profperity of their country? 
Are Mr. GREY and his nvmekovs coadjutors men without property? 
Let the oppofen of Refbfm come forward and anfwer thefe queftions— Or let 
Its hear no more of LEVELLERS and LEVELUNG SYSTEMS ; ispr let 
an odium be thrown on GREAT ANp UNCHANGEABLE TRUTHS 
from the wl/ui perverfion of a JVORD.^^ 

The Reformation Society alfo repeatedly publUhed the following refola* 
lutions : 

«* REFORMATION SOCIETY. 

^ The Manchefter Reformation Society, iiiiding thtf th» meaning of lim 
word Equality has been much miireprefented by their enemies, (w1v> have 
aflerted that the people wanted an equal Partition sti Property] and this So^ 
ciety being chiefly cbmpofcd of mani)fa^urers, mechanics and labourers^ 
M'ho have been principally accufed of wiihing to divide the property of their 
neighbours amon^ft them, thjnk it their duty, as men, to ftep forward, and 
flatly to deny this falfe accufation: they do therefore wnanimoufly de- 
clare, 

*• L That what they want is Equality of ^Lights, and not of Property. 

<« II.. That by the word Equality, they underftand, that a man (let him he 
tyer fo poor, provided he is a good citizen,} has as juft a claim to an equal 
Partition of Rights, Liberties and Privileges, as the richeft. 

« IIL That the idea of Equally dividing Property Is abfurd and ridiculous, 
jfor was property equal ooe hour, 4t would be ljn{»o0ibk to prevent its being 
ptcQual the next* 
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" with fo oiiitli troth and juftice againft that iffeBatkn and 
'* 'viUairy whtch c]iaradcriz£ foine defperate prcMnoten of 
** revolutions^ as to deferve the approbation of all who are 
** not yet completely blinded by their mifchievous anarchi- 
<< cal dodrines. As for thofe who, with premeditation, 
•* preach up the equalizing principles, without believing 
" them to be juft, and merely to anfwer their own private 
«« purpofes, they can only be ranked with that dafs of men, 
« whofe crimes call loudly for a Gibbet,** 

The minds of the people were thus inceflantly irritated, 
and the poorer clafs gradually prepared for the fcenes that 
were to follow. In this fame week (on Dec. 7th) a meetmg 
was held in Salford, (the town immediately adjoining to 
and connected with Manchefter) to addrefs his Majefly upon 
the lad proclamation : at this meeting the fame Harrop * 



** IV. That every Government which giires R%hts and PiivSeges to vidous 
peoples, becavie they arc opulent, and lets poor defenring merk ftarve and fink 
into oblivion, 16 not adapted to preserve the happtnefs and welfare of tfaft 
eeople. K Government fo condru^ed is conrequently bad, and ought to be 
refo nacd. 

<« V. That as all men come iflto ^ world alike, and go out alike \ the fua 
urifes upon all, and the rain falls equally on all ; we wifh to fee the fiavt 
^ie to the dignified charaftcr of many and let the mofi haughty tyrant knew 
that be is but a man. 

« VI. That we fhould not have thought it nccclTery to declare our fentimcnts 
«D this occafion to the public, had not our enemies (thofe contemptible 
Apollates, who formerly pretended to be the friends of Liberty and Equality » 
but whof« tongues have been tyed by a long lift of places and p^nfions) mif<« 
interpreted our meanings, and thereby attempted to make us appear, ia the 
eyes of the world, as men who ought not to be truiled. 

^ Signed^ by oeder of the Society, 

« SAMUEL TENNANT, Secretary,** 

* I do not know ivhether Jofeph Harrop, the £ither, or James Harrop^ 
his fon, is the proprietor of the Manchefler Mercury ; but the faft is, that 
it belongs to one or both of them f one of them is, likewtfe, a diftributor 
of damps under Government, and was lately appointed t^ the lucrativf 
office of Poftmafter of the town of Mancheftcr. 

who 
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who owned and conduced the paper, in which were inferted 
the preceding paragraphs, prefided ; when the following re- 
folations were pafTed, in which the fame calumnious accufa- 
tion was kept up : 

" Court Hou/e, Salfird, Decembirjf 1792. 

** At the moil numerous meeting ever remembered on any 
former occafion, of the inhabitants of this town, convened 
by public advertifement, the following refolutions were 
unanimoufly agreed to : 

*' JOSEPH HARROP, Boroughreeve, Chairman. 

«« That fenfible of the many bleflings we enjoy, under the 
mild and aufpicious reign of our mod gracious Sovereign, 
and wiihing to hand down our glorious Conftitution, un. 
impaired, to the lateft poilerity, as good and loyal fubjedls, 
we cannot behold, without the utmoft horror and deteftation, 
the attempts of a fet of daring and feditious men ; who, 
under the fpecious pretence of reformation, wifh to introduce 
a fyilem of anarchy and confuiion, iimilar to that experienced 
in a neighbouring nation, and tending to deftroy every 
religious and civil eilablilhment in this country. 

«' That it is the duty of all good fubjedls, to promote apd 
maintain, both by their example and influence, the efficacy of 
the laws, and the interefls of public peace and tranquillity. 

*' That it highly becomes the friends of our happy Conftitu- 
tion, at all times, but more efpecially at the prefent crifis, to 
employ their beft efforts to fupprefs all feditious meetings, 
and to difcountenance and prevent the propagation of all ( 
feditious and treafonable publications ; and be ready to co^ \ 
Qferate with Government, in adopting fuch meafures, as may j 
be thought expedient for the fecurity of the ftate, and the ' 
prefervation of peace and good order. 

** That an aflbciation be immediately formed, by the prefent 
meeting, the more eifeftually to promote the important ends 

H above* 



/ 



1 

I 

i 



aT' 



( 50 ) 

above-mentioned : and that the concurrence of all the loyal 
and well-difpofed inhabitants of this townlhip^ be earneftiy 
requefted. 

" That a Committee be immediately appointed, to carry 
the refolations of this meeting into effedl ; who will be ready 
to confer and correfpond with fuch alTociations as may be 
cflablifhed for fimilar purpofes, which have no other objed im 
▼iew but the PUBLIC GOOD. 

" JOSEPH HARROP, Boroughrceve." 

Not contented with this meeting at Salford, another was 
now calledi for the fame purpofe, at the Ball's Head Inn, in 
1^ C **'' Manchefter, for the i itlr pf the fame month. Previous there- 

to, a MembeMf the Manchidifi^ 

and, with the concurrence of fome of his friends, jgiHnted 
_aaAddr.cfe.iCO.Rtaining the following, amongft other obferva- 

tions : • 

''WAR! 

'* Such appears to be the determination of the Britifii Court, 
by their voluntary, unrequefted 'interference in Dutch poli- 
tics ; by the proclamation offering bounties to Seamen, and 
by the fudde^ equipment of fhips of the line. With fuch 
hoftile preparations, the internal tranquillity of the country, 
can have no connexion. 

" On Tuefday next, the 1 ith of December, a meeting is tO' 
be holden of the inhabitants of this town, for the purpofe of 
preparing a dutiful and loyal addrefs to his Majefly, on his 
late proclamation. Three proclamations have been iffued ; 
the one to prohibit political difcuflion, another to embody a 
few of the militia, and a third offering Bounties to Seamen. 



• This IS the fubftanc« of the paper alluded to in the Second Report 
firom the Committee of Secrecy of the Houfe of Commons, in the proceedings 
of the Society for Conflitutional Information in London. See Appendix C. of 
that report, 14th and 2i(t of December. 

1 " By 
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"^ By fach addrefles, GoTemment evidently means to fed th* 
palie of the people; and if it can procore thefe loyal and 
dntifbl approbations of our prefent liappy Conftitntion of per- 
jured deAors, and penfioned repiefentatiTes— of ^f millions 
of tythes, and t^uexty millions of taxes— it may iafely con- 
clude, tlut no abfordity can be too grofs for the people to 
fwallow, and no borthens too heavy for them to bean 

« Inhabitants of Manchefter ! paufe a while on behalf of your 
own interefb, and confider what dafs of ye can be benefited 
by WAR. 

'' Will funded property become more vdoable ? Will landed 
property be increaled. by it ? Will it diminiih the excife, or 
the land tax, or the hoofe tax, or the window tax, or the 
commutation tax, or any of the long, long catalogue of taxes, 
which lie fo heavy upon this devoted country ? 

'« Will the home trade be encreafed by War ? By war, which 
win add to thefe numerous taxes— which will enhance the 
price of all the neceflaries of life — and which will leflen the 
confumption of manu&dures of every kind. 

** Will the exporter benefit by war, which will encreafe the 
riik of exportation — ^the price of infurance— -<md the prime coft 
of almoft every material ? By war, which will delay the exe- 
cution of fbrdgn orders, by depriving our merchants of their 
feamen— and put in jeopardy the moft material part of our 
trade ?- 

'< Have we forgotten our ftreets filled with untenanted houfes, 
during the greateft part of the American war i What a war 
occaiioned then, a war may again occafion ; and again the 
proiperity of the country may be put upon the caft of a die. 

<* A war with France, (which feems at prefent meditated,) 
will 'deprive us of the French, the Dutch^ the Auftrian and 

Hz . the 
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I the German aurkets: for, all tkde nadoiiB will be engtgtd 
in it. Ottr £aft and mir Weft India poAeffions w^ again be 
In danger* br firmer or later they smft be inwlwrd in tbe 
conteft. And at die Fieoek afffted the Ameiicaiit to obtain 
iifeir freedom, the latter may tUnk it rt^t to retnm the 
compliment And thus nay the ignorance and faigotiy of 
^ Cifurch and King /Ubir/, deprive ns at a ftroke of eveiy market 
for our mannfiidures which the world aflFords. 

" Suppofe for a moment that the rich and opulent mam* 
£i6lurer can fupport this — ^What will tlie- little maker* the 
country dealer, fay to fuch a crifis of affairs ? who has no 
credit to give ; who& profits maintain his &mily but from 
hand to mouth ; 2A<i who with difficulty procnres the ncceffivy 
fupply of caih ^ kb weavers at home. 

*' And, What will the Weaver fay to this? who already 
finds his wages fellen, his reeds called in, and employment 
icarce. Shoald a war be the confeqnence of thefe time ferving 
nddrefies, where is employment to be fom&d ? and how aie the 
£uniiie6 of the poor tp be maintained ? If a decent fub&lence 
cannot even now be obtained but with unwearied labour and 
painful exertion, what is to be done when employment ceafes, 
when wages are fiuik, and provifions riie ?•— I^ook to it, ye 
loyal addrefiers, ye hood-winked politicians— --*for fliould 
your courtly efiifions be the fblking horfe for intended 
holHlities, to you, and to you alone, the ftarving people will 
have a right to look for fubfiftence. 

^* Ye numerous fpeculators in building land, in Manchefler, 
and its vicinity, are ye advocates for War \ how much per 
yard will it add to the value of your property? how much 
will it dkniniih the price of buildkig? what additions wiH It 
make to the number of fub-purchafert? or how wiH the 
covenants you, or they may have engaged in, be more ad- 
vanugeoufly fuUiUed^ under «i|e preffine of thia national 
calamity? 

X «• What 
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« Wliat will the iadafbieus tribe o£ brickftUers and timber 
inerduAt^— <yf brickmakew and bricklayers, aiid carpernew 
and joiaers, and fautiu^ and plumbers, and workmen empioyei 
in baildiaagy of all denominasions, fay to this fat^ meafiure f 
To the proje&ed multitode of new buildings, they have tea* 
foaably looked for conibnt employment and comlbirtable 
fubfiftence. Should war be the confeguence of your loyalty^ 
what will they do ?— Or where are they to go ? 

«' The ?OOR hare fddora time to attend to thefe public 
meetings ; they are feldom permitted to come to them, thqr 
feldom anderftand the purport of them, or forefee the e£e& 
of tiicm upon their own intereft. As therefore they are not 
likely to attend for themfelves, it will become your duty to 
think at leail for a moment, what is to become of them. 

** Ye know, or ye ought to know, that juftice is never to be 
obtained without expence, and that the poor cannot afford 
it. Ye know, or ye ought to know, that various laws, like 
the game laws, and the combination laws, are exprefsly 
made againft the Poor— that /% are liable to be torn from 
their families by the violence of the prefs-gang, while the 
rich and the luxurious repofe in peace upon their beds 
of down. 

** Headloagptomotersof ietf-deftm^lon, look round upon 
the habitations of mifery, and ps^ie for a few moments on 
the confequence of your proceedings^ to the wretched pol^ 
leSbisof themi 

*» Ye wdl kafHv, {or yeoi«ght to know) that the prcfent po- 
lices of evei^ court ia Europe, lean to War with the French 9 
«— Ye are apprifed of the hoftile preparations making in tbit 

kingdom, and can ye be blind to the purpofe of them ? 

Agftib, cottiideri if a war flouts happen, what wiH become of 
the poor, Qt whcfe piroperty wiB be fafe ? 

•'Yob 
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** Yooarenowfivewanicd — thecoiiicqiieiiccs are with your- 
fclves, and the Mood apoa your own heads. The Frieods of 
the People hear with pity, and bear with patience the hourly 
calumnies to which they are expoied. They entertain, how- 
crer, no perfonal enmities, no averfion hot to the enemies of 
the people, and no difrefped of the Conftitution, hat where 
it has become hoftik to the rights of the people. 

'< Wottld ye do good by your meedng, addre& his Majefty 
that he wonld be gracionfly pleafed to remove from his 
Councils all Mimfters hofBle to the peace of the country, and 
take fnch meafures as are moft effediial to prevent the dan- 
gers of impending War.* 

«' Dtctmber lo, 1792. "SYDNEY.** 

The writer of the above was Thogtaa-Xoop^f^ to 
whofe charafler I' feel myfelf unable to do joftice. I, for 
many years, enjoyed his fricndlhip. He was truly a man, 
whofe time and whofe labours were ever at the command of 
the injured and the unfortunate ; whofe talents and whofe 
learning, which were very confiderable, were uniformly de« 
voted to the great interefb of mankind. 

The forewamings of my friend had, however, no effed. 
The meeting which was called for the nth, was held about 
twelve o'clock of the ^me day. Soon after it broke op, 
I was informed that there prevailed a report of a riet thmt 
nuax tc take place in the e^*fening^ but looking upon it as an 
idle report, I paid no attention to it. Soon after dark I was 
informed, that the people were encouraged and irritated, by 
various perfons, to raife violent outcries ag^inil the Jacobins 
and Pre(byterians. Thefe, I fliould obferve, are convertible 



* It 18 much to be lamented, that this mafterly Addreii was not equally 
fortunate with the Manchefter RESOLUTIONS on the intended War with 
Ruilia, in April 17919 fo as to have afllfted in preventiflg the calamities 
iikfrparable from our preient meafures. 

terms 
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terms amongft the Tories of Lancaihire^ and feveral other 
counties of England ; they call DiiTenters of all denomina- 
tions Preibyterians. This went on for about two hoars> when 
the people were> by liquor and other means, fufEciently in- 
flamed for any mifchievous undertaking. Every thing now 
feemed to wear the appearance of a preconcerted fcheme. 
The fame contrivances were ufed as at a contefted eleAion. 
Parties were coUefled in different public houfes, and from 
thence paraded the ilreets with a fidler before them, and car- 
rying a board, on whiphwas painted CHURCH and KING, in 
large letters. In the Market-place, at Manchefter, refided the 
Printers of the two Newfpapers before mentioned ; the one a / 
Minifterial paper, called the Manchefter Mercury, printed byV. 
Harrop, the other one of a different defcription, the Man- ] 
chefler Herald, printed by Falkner and Birch, now driven / 
to America. * Thefe were each of them Bookfellers and \ 
Stationers ihops, where people reforted for news in much the I 
fame manner as is the cuftom in London. In the former fhop, 
and in the newfpaper there publiihed, the friends of freedom 
were the fubjeft of conf(ant abufe, under the ufual appel- 
lations of Jacobins, Levellers, &c. while in the latter fhop, and 
in the Manchefter Herald, more liberal fentiments prevailed* 

About feven o'clock in the evening, the mob colledled before L 
the laft mentioned Bookfellers, and attacked the ihop and Tk 
. honfe with Hones and brick bats, till the windows were ' 
almoft entirely deftroyed and beat in at the front of the 
building. 



• The (ak of thli paper became fo extenfiYe, and ^ iafomation !c 
coateiiied fo important, that, in the then temper of the times, it was not 
likely to pafs long unnoticed, Prei^s to the departore of thefe worthy, 
but unfortunate men, to America, there were Art ex officio informations anC 
fix indi^lments agalnft each of them, at the fuit of the Crown. As the 
purfe of the Treafury is more than a match for that of an individoal, wlwfo 
rfches confiffc in his labour, and who, from tlie intolerable ezpence, would be 
fare to fail la the coottfl, they prefcned a voluntary exile to imprifonment. 

During 
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Dunng this tune many perfons •£ nfyeBMt fitoatiott im 
MukhtStex, cxprdTcd dieir diiske of thefe proceedings, and 
csdeavoared to inlcreft thofe, whofe daty it wa» to ioppreft 
them^ Bat this, fo Bur from having its ^opcr tWe€t, produced 
nothing but encouragement ta the mob. One of the pefftn^ 
applied to was a Deputy Confine * of the name of Unite (then 
in Uarrop's fhop) vho anfwered» <' They are loyal fabje^s, let 
them, alone ; it ia good to frighten thefe people )*' or worda 
to that cffed* Aftervards he went to the mob, and claf^in^f 
liune of them on the back, he £iid, «< Good lads, good lada ;'* 
and perceiving Ibme beadles preient attempting to do their 
dnty, he faid to them, <« Come away, damn the houfe, don't 
fome near it.*' A Gentleman remarked, in the hearing of a 
Reverend MagiHrate, not then in the execution of his duty, 
«• What fcandalous work this is !'• « Not at all. Sir," replied 
the other; << and if I was called upon, I would not ad againft 
them.'' One of the fpecial Conftables was heard to fay, in 
another part of the town, " 1*11 give you a guinea for e^trf 
one of the Jacobins houfes you pull down I" 

Meflrs. Falkner and Birch cxpeding their houfe would be 
pulled down, fent one of their friends, Mr, Allen Jackfon, 
to the fenior Conflable, defiring his protection. His anfwer 
was, « Unite has orders how to aa:"— The Conibble 
explained this by faying, that he had defircd Unite to get 
together as many perfons as he could to oppofe any riot> 
iliould there be one, and that he could do no more.-*- 
Mr. Jackfon, however, diffatisfied with thisanfwer, was going 
away ; but feveral perfons came out of the parlour, who, after 
they had Jeamt Mr. Jackfon^s bufinefs, treated him with 
infult. One of them cried, " Kick him* out of doors iT 
another> << Thiey have brought matters to this, let th^ 
take the coafequcnce." Mr. Jackfon, finding no profpeA of 
juftice amongft thefe Gentlemen, returned to Meflrs. Falkner's 
and Birch's, and informed them of what had pafled. 

• A Conftable who is principally caployed by the BoioughHrccve ao4 ti« 
two chief Conftables. 

This 
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This, liowever, was not the only application to the pro« 
per peace officers, as will appear by the declaration here* 
after given, which together with the two following letters 
will give a better account of the proceedings of the mob al 
Mr. Falkner's, and till they came to my houfe^ than I can* 
They were fent voluntarily by the writers. 

Mr, FALKNEit, Manchefter, Dec. 13, I792, 

Sir, 

** Though I diifer from you in political and religious fenti- 
ments^ I wifh always to be found an advocate for truth and 
juflice. I (hall, therefore, fkte to you (and to the public, if 
you fliould think proper to publiih it,) what I know and 
what I am ready to atteft upon oath if required, concerning 
the riot that happened at your door on Tuefday night laft. 
being down in the Market-place, a little after dark, I ob« 
ferved a number of men of the loweft order, crying out mofl: 
violently," Church and KLing,— -Damn Tom Paine," &c. and 
every now and then " Huzza ! huzza 1" but they were then 
fo weak even in numbers, that little was to be apprehended 
from them, fo 1 left them and went into an adjoining pub- 
li,c houfe. 

« While I was there I heard the noife ftill increafe, and faid 
to fome gentlemen prefent, I am afraid mifchief will be 
done this night. 

*' A gentleman (a ftaunch friend to the king and conftitution 
as any man in Manchefter,) went immediately to Mr. Harrop's, 
and in his (hop he found the Deputy-conitable, Unite, to 
whom he faid. Why don't you go and quell yon mob at 
Falkner's door ? Depend upon it, there will be fome mi(chief 
done* and though I am no friend eifJier to him or his prin- 
ciples, yet I would not have his property hurt. The depu- 
ty's anfwer was. Oh ! let them alone, they are loyal fub» 
jefts, let them frighten him a bit ! ! When he came into 
the houfe and told us what had paffed, adding that the mob 

I WW 
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was then breaking Falkner's windows, I went otrt amcmgf^ 
the people, and told fome of them on the ontfide (for I did 
not go into the middle of thsm) that I would take the firft 
tnan into cuftody that I faw throw a ((one ^ the windowr, 
be he who he would (for I heard the crafh of the glafs, bat 
faw no one individual throwing.) I went round to the other 
fide of the mob and flood againfl your fhbp window tor make 
ob{ervati<Hi8, and whilft I flood there the two beadles of the 
town came up to me ; I faid to them. What are you about 
that you don't do your duty ? — ^Their anfwer was — ^we don't 
know what we have to do. Seeing two men knocking vio- 
lently at your door with one hand, and with the other wav- 
ing their hats and fhouting, I obferved the deputy conila- 
ble (Unite) go up to them, and tapping them on the fhoulder, 
I heard him diftinftly fay — Good lads, good lads! and turning 
to a tall gentleman prefent, he faid (fmiling) I can keep 
them quiet by giving them good words ! then turning to- 
wards melfpoke to. him, but he gave me no anfwer; but 
feeing the beadles flandirig befide me near the window, he 
faid to them with an angry tone, loud enough to be heard 
by me as well as the mob — come away from the houfe f 
d — n his houfe don't come near it ! After they were gone, 
reflefting on the perilous fituation in which I flood, and fee- 
ing no pecfon difpofed to fecond me in an attempt to reduce 
them to peace and good order, I left the place and went 
home, determined to give you and the public an impartial 
account of what I had feen and heard. Let them take the 
fhame to whom it belongs. I am not afraid nor alhamcd 
to fubfcribe myfelf, &c. &c." 



♦* SiR, 

" Being drawn by my bufmefs to Mancheller laflTuefday,! 
had for t-he firil time an opportunity of feeing (in great part) 
the rife, and too much of the brutal progrefs of an ignorant 
mob. My previous knowledge of mobs*being entirely con- 
jedural, I had always conceived them to be compofed of 
mc;i unprincipled, unlettered, and deftitute of. property: 

but 
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lilt experience makes men wife. The firft of thefe qualities 
^ill unequivocally apply, but the two latter (though true in 
part) will by no means admit of an univerfal application. I 
had demonftrative evidence that a mob coniifts of two parts, 
viz. the managers and the actors ; or it may be compared to 
a puppet-fhow, which expofes to view and . urges to a6lion 
the fenfelefs images, while the orafcy agents lurk behind the 
fcenc ! I had previoufly thought, likewife, that plunder was 
generally the fole objedl for which mobs accumulated and 
operated. But I now know with certainty that blind party 
zeal and perfonal hatred may be extremely influential in a 
riot ! 

" The unthinking and imprudent part of the populace hav- 
ing got plenty of liquor, which qualified them to execute the 
meditated mifchief of their malicious proitipters, they foon 
aflembled in the ftreet before Mr. Falkner*s ihop; their 
number increafed, as alfo that of the fpeftators ; evening 
«ame on, and no material oppofition being offered by the 
civil officers, they evidently conilrued this into a tacit invi- 
tation to the commiifion of unreibained depredations. I 
followed them feveral hours, and was aflonifhed to fee them 
go on in their mad career from hour to hour uninterrupted, 
when I fincercly believe, half a dozen refolute men were 
fufficient to have dlfpcrfed them ; and I'am of opinion, that 
the rioters would have difperfed themfelves a long time be- 
fore tJiey did, had they not been repeatedly reanimated by 
perfons of reJpeSable appearance, who went among them 
whenever they feemed to droop, and applauded and cheered 
them, fometimes with whifpers, fometimes with " Church 
and King for ever, lads, down with the Rump," &c. &€•. 

** I was an eye and ear witnefs to thefe things.— The raol^ 
confined their attention principally to the deflruflion of 
Mr. Walker's and Mr. Falkner's houfes ; I was in St. Mary's 
church-yard when the rioters came to Mr. Wialkcr's the 
fi)urth tune : they had broken many windows before^ and now 

I a begaiii 
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began to break the windows again, and attempt to force 
open the door with uncommon fury, Mr. Walker informed 
them he would fire upon them if they did not defift ; diey 
treated his admonition with the utmoft contempt ; he then 
£red over their heads: upon which a few from the fkirts of 
the mob difperfed ; but the bulk of them after a very. Ihort 
paufe, finding they were not fired at, nor injured, miicon- 
ilrued Mr. Walker's lenity, and fell upon the houfe with in- 
creafed fury, when Mr. Walker, or they who were in the 
houfe with him fired again. The mob then retreated to fome 
diftance, and no mifchief was done afterwards .^A neighbour- 
ing magiftrate, Mr. Bentley, came foon after the firing and 
harangued the rioters upon the impropriety of treating a 
fellow citizen in fuch an illegal manner, who, he faid, had 
been fo great a friend to the town and trade of Manchefter. 
His voice was foon ilifled with " Down with the Rump," 
&c. &c.-^I then followed the rioters to Mr. Falkner's where 
I faw a continuation of their former madnefs and brutality. 
Some peaceable citizens exclaimed againft the impropriety 
and illegality of fuch proceedings, and, often thereby endan- 
gered their own lives. I chanced to fay, that fuch behaviour 
was vQTy unfair ; when one of them faid Mr. Falkner's houfe 
ought to be pulled down to the ground, and damned them 
who did not think fo too, and told me further, that he would 
knock me down that moment if he knew me to be of the 
fame way of thinking with Mr. Falkner !— The mob dif- 
perfed between one and two, as near^ as I can judge, on 
Wednefday morning, and if I may be allowed to give my 
judgement on the circumftances, it might with little trouble 
have been difperfed at fix o'clock the preceding even- 
ing!" 



"DECLARATION tf^ 



*< Says, he rccelle£ls, the riots at the houfes of Falkner and. 
Birch, and of Mr. Walker upon the nth of December, 1792- 
Says, that being intimately acquainted with Mr. Birch, he 

went 
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went on the evening of the firft riot with an intent to 
affiH Fdlkner and Birch in defending their fhop: Says, he 
iaw the Reverend Mr. Juftice Griffith among the mob, a 
quiet fpedator of the riot : Says, he ran to fetch Mr. Birch 
that they might apply to Griffith to read the riot adl : Says, 
on their return they could not find Griffith : Says, they went 
to Griffiths' houfe for the like purpofe and were told that 
Griffith was not within : Says, that he and Birch then went 
to Mr. Bentleys' (a magiHrate in Ne^¥ton-lane} about a mile 
from Mancheiler to deiire he would come and read the riot 
A€t : Says, Mr. Bentley at firft objeded on account of the 
number of magiftrates who were in Mancheller, and faid he 
was going to bed ; but he foon afterwards confented to come 
with them : Says, Mr. Bentley, Mr. Birch, and this exami-. 
nant went to the houfe of Mr.. Nath. Milne, the clerk of 
Mr. Bentley, and to ieveral other magiftrates, the clerk to 
the police of the town of Manchefter and a coroner for the 
county: Says, Mr. Milne told this examinant and Birch, 
that it was a fcandalous, fhameful, abominable bufinefs, to 
call out a magiftrate on fuch a trilling piece of bufinefs as 
the breaking a few windows : That he and a party of con- 
ftables had jufl been at Falkner's and Birch's fhop^andall was 
very quiet : That there were only a few windows broken by 
a few cJi?ance ftones : Says, on his telling Milne, that the Bir- 
mingham riots began in the fame manner, Milne faid, " they 
(the conHables) could keep the town quiet without a magif- 
ftrate :" Says, he told Milne that one of the conftables, had 
been called upon in the afternoon feveral times to inform him, 
^hat there was likely to be a riot, and when Mr. Allen 
Jackfon had called upon the Conftable in the evening to fup- 
prefs the riots, he was threatened by fome of the company 
there to be kicked out of doors : Says, Mr. Milne,, faid, 
he wondered how this examinant dared to fpeak ill of an 
officer of the town, and upon this examinant faying, he 
thought he had a right to fpeak the truth, Milne faid-— > 
" Get out of my houfe." — Says he went out of Milne's houfe, 
and Birch foon followed him, leaving Mr. Bentley at Mr. 

MUne's. 
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Milne's. Says, this examinant, and Birch, went to Falkner 
and Birch's fhop, and found the mob pelting the windows 
with ftones as hard as they could : Says, he called at Mr. 
Walker's houfe and found a number of perfons aflembled 
with a few firelocks to defend the houfe againft the mob : 
Says he ftaid only a few minutes : Says, about eleven o'clock 
at night he went home : the mob was not then difperfed ; but 
there were he thought a fufHcient number of perfons to defend 
Falkner and Birch's (hop : Says, the evening following he 
went to Mr. Walker's houfe, another riot being appre- 
Jiended : Says, one of the chief conftables was there and faid 
if Mr. Walker would promife not to ufe fire arms, he would 
proteft Mr. Walker's and Mr. Falkner's houfes and property : 
Says, that he, this examinant, immediately advifed Mr. Walker 
not to truft to the conftables, for they had not given their af- 
fiftance when applied to on the preceding evening : the 
Conflable faid, he had fome company, and intimated that 
they had drank a little. Mr. Walker defired this examinant 
to fay no more. Walker faid, " the Conflable was convinced 
of his error — he is forry for it, we can depend upon him 
to-night." — Says, in his opinion, the civil power prevented 
a riot on this evening the 12th of December, 1792.** 



During this time (about feven o'clock) a party of the 
mob came to my houfe, and having broken fome win- 
dows, they w^nt away. Expefting their return, which after- 
wards happened, and having been informed of the treat - 
/ ment that, Mr. Allen Jackfon had met with, I determined to 
defend myfelf; A gentleman from the country had dined 
with me ; the Conllitutional Society, on whofe account all 
this mifchief feems to have been prepared, Jiad met at my 
houfe that evening, and fortunately, for the jggtf^time, feve- 
ral n>embers of the Patriotic and Reformation focieties were 
likewife there. Forefeeing the danger I was expofed to, thefe 
gentlemen very kindly agreed to affift mc in defending my 

houfe 
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houfe and warehoufcs, ia vrhich my brother and I had mann- 
fadured good^ and unwrought materials to a very large 
amount. I then fet about preparing my arms, and I wa» 
foon free from any apprehenlion of what might follow, even 
though I fhould be left unprotefted by the civil power. 

However little I might expeft from its afHllasce, I was 
determined to give notice that I wifhed for the interference 
of its authority ; and, therefore, prevailed on Mr. George 
Wakefield to go to the fenior conftable, and to reprefent 
to him what was going forward. Mr. Wakefield took the 
market place in his way, the better to judge of the riots 
When Mr. Wakefield got to the conftable's he met with the 
lame party, and, in fome degree, with the fame treatment as 
Mr. Allen Jackibn. Mr. Wakefield received the fame anfwer, 
namely, " Unite had orders how to aft." One of the com- 
pany infixed there was no riot; and another (aid, upon Mr. 
Wakefield's reprefenting what had taken place at Falkner's* 
** I wiih to God they would raze the houfe to the ground, 
although it is my own." Upon this, Mr. Wakefield return- 
ed to me, and from his information I was convinced, that to 
prevent the fcenes of Birmingham from being repeated in 
Manchefter, and to fave our houfes from being burnt and plun* 
dered, it was necefiary to look for (afety to ourfelves alone. 

The mob foon returned a fecond time to my honfe, broke 
ibme more windows and retreated. The fame happened a 
third time ; when I attempted to expollulate with them, but in 
vain. The clamour was too loud for me to be heard. Du- 
ring thefe attacks, which took up fome time, none of the town 
magiftrates came to my affiftance, neither the Boroughreeve 
nor the two chief conftables, nor the fpecial conftables, con- 
fifting as I have ilated of near two hundred. We were left 
to ourfelves, juft in the fame manner as Dodor Prieftley, 
Mr. Rufiel, Mr. Humphries, Sec. &c. were at Birmingham. 
A regiment of dragoons was in \h» town : they got booted 
and under arms, both officers and men ; and, as I am informed* ' 
were ready to difperfe the rioters, but no meafure was taken 

of 
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of that or any other kind. About ten o'clock the mob re- 
tamed to my houfc the fourth time. Their rancour was 
now much increafed by additional encouragement and liquor 
(which was given to them at feveral places in the town) 
and not being molefted in their proceedings by perfons in au- 
thority, it was natural for them to regard it as a tacit approbar- 
tion of their condud. Fearing left fome of my friends might be 
too hafty, I locked up all the arms I had, giving the key of the 
room they were placed in to a gentleman, on whofe coolnefs I 
could depend. While the mob kept at a diftance and contented 
themfclves with deftroying my windows, I was under no ap- 
prehenfion from their drunken fury. But, at laft, they fhewed 
a refolution of entering the houfe, breaking the inner 
(butters of a room on the ground floor, and attempting re- 
peatedly to force the ftreet door. I tried a fecond time to 
pacify'them, but all was to no purpofe ; at laft, a ftone ftruck 
me on the ^ead : I then fired into the air. Upon this they 
retreated a little, but afterwards they returned to the attack. 
Several muftets were then fired over their heads,. upon which 
they all ran away : whether any perfons were hurt I have 
not been able to afcertain ; I hope, and believe, not, as the 
induftry of our enemies would not have failed, in that cafe, to 
have made their names public. 

About eleven o'clock, when all was quiet at my houfe, one 
of the chief conftables, Mr. Jofeph Hardman, with feveral 
Special conftables, appeared for the firft time ; fome of the 
mob again returned. In company with Mr. Hardman was 
Mr. Bentley, the neighbouring magiftrate, already mentioned. 
I i-eproached thefe Gentlmen with what I coniidered a& 
moft negligent condud^, at leaft, when our manufactures and 
warehoufes were in danger of being deftroyed, and the 
lives of ourfelves and families left to the mer.':y of an unruly 
mob, juft as the cafe was at Birmingham. The gentlemem 
anfwered but little to this expoftulation, but were extremely 
aludous we fhould fire no mo^e. They faid, that if the moh 
ihould return again (that was a ffib time) lo my houfe, I 
ihould be protend by the civil power. J afliired them, that 
1 fo 
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fo long as that fliould be the <!iafe, nothing w^s fiirther from 
ifi7 thoughts than to hurt any one of the multitude, whom I 
could not help confidcring, as being the mere inftfuments 
of men with much bafer minds, and of much more fordid 
views, although in fuperior ftations of life. With this promife 
on my part, the magiftrate and Mr. Jofeph Hardmaft went 
away ; and during that night I was molefted no ttiorc* The 
next morning (December 1 2th) fome hundreds of people af- 
fembled in St. Mary*s church-yard before myhoufe. Amottgft 
them was a man haranguing, and reading the contents of a 
printed paper. What it was I did not hear, nor, could I Col- 
led the purport of his fpeech; but I have fmcc repeatedly been 
told* that he urged them ftrongly to pull down my houfe,* or 
to fet it on fire ; and that the paper was of a moil inflamma-^ 
tory nature. 

Not having any dread of an English mob, when they aro 
fober, as thefe people then feemdd to be» 1 went out to then!, 
and «kp«ftttlated on the proceedings of the lad night. Wheti 
I firft went out, I was received with the cry of ** Jacobin* 
damn the Jacobins, damn Tom Paine, down with the Rump/* 
but after a fhort addrefs to them on the impropriety of their 
condu6l on the preceding evening, and a declaration, that £ 
ihould, under the fame circumHances, defend my houfe in the 
fame manner again, if it was again attacked, I went liway 
with little exclamation on their j^art* and no moleflatlon. 
About two hours after this, the two chief Conftables, with 
feveral of the inhabitants, came to my houfe, and repeated the 
propofal made by the magiftrate upoA the preceding evening. 

In the evening of this day, (Dec. 12th) ^ large party of 
people colled^ed in the ftreets, and there was fome reafon to 
apprehend a repetition of the former outrages. Several gf 
my ffiends, therefore, Haxd with me. Thofe who cane to 
i»e ufM»i ^b an accififin* were not likely to he mnch attached 

* Compare this with the conreriation In the note, p. 44. 
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to High-Church principles. During the conrfe of the cveiw 
ing, one of the moft refpeftable charaftcrs of the town of 
Mancheiler came to me, as from authority, and told me, that, 
among the perfons in my houfe, were fome very obnoxious to 
the populace ; and that, while they ftaid with me, it was im- 
poffible to anfwer for the fafety of my houfe and warehouies; 
but, if they were difmiflcd, I might be alFured the peace- 
officers would be able to protect me. The fuggeftion of 
turning out of my houfe any of thofe friends*, who, from per- 
fonal regard to me, and at a perfonal rifque to themfelves, 
had come to affiil in my protedtion, I did not comply 
with. 

As from .the preparations I had made for felf'^defence, the 
rioters were in much more danger, than myfelf, tie evening 
(notwithftanding the multitudes of people who alfembled 
with their ufual cries of, «' Church and King,'' &c.) pafTed off 
without any attack upon my premifes ; and the civil power 
prevented the mob from approaching my houfe. But, they 
went into other quarters of the town, where the faoie pi«cau- 
tions, which I had taken, were not ufed ; and they deftro^ed, 
without interruption, the windows and furniture of ft houfe 
in Great Newton-ftreet, (William Gorfe's) where the Re- 
formation Society had been accuftomed to aiTemble. On. 
the 1 2th and 1 3th appeared the two advertifements inferted 
in the note, • which, I cannot help thinkings fiirnifh matter 
for doubt and refledion upon the contents, and the motives of 

them. 

*' Committee Roonif Sults-Head, Dec, xi, 1792. 

* « Whersas, at a mectiag of the inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood 
of Manchefter, aflcmbled by public adverttlement yefierday, ibr the purpofe of 
prefenting an addrefs to his Majefty, in confequence of his late gracious PrO'* 
clamation, it was uManimoufiy agreed, that an Aflbciation fhould be formed for the 
^vr^e'ofjfrejerving Liberty j Order, and Property, when a Committee was ap- 
poiuted { which Comokittee, having aiTembled at the Bull*8 Head tfaia morn* 
ing, declare that the fifft obje6l of this a0bciation is to fupport the Laws^ 
to proted the inhabitants of this coontry from every kind of viole^ce^todlf- 

coura^e^ 
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diem. Upon occafion of thefe riots I thonght fit to pubUA 
the foU<lvring addrefs^ which produced the correfpondence 
fiibfeqaently inferted : 

'« To tie Inhabitants ^Manchester. 
*^ I have for a long time regarded the rarioos calumnies (6 
induflrioufly circulated againft me by the enemies of Liberty 
with the contempt they deferred. As they never diftsrbed 

my 

CMiafiCy hy every means in tbear povery any attempt to bieak ia upon die 
fqpd order of fociety : Snch Committee, tberdbfCy take the earlieft opportunity 
of declaring the concern they feel, that any pcrlbns ihould have been indncedy 
by any motive whatever, to attempt to commit violence agaiaft the perfonor 
property of fome of their townftnen, as they underftand was the cafe laft night, 
and they aie determined to fnppoit the B^rMtghrerve audCvi^abia, in preventing 
any inch attempts m/untre j tbey» theiefin, invite all their ftUowtownfinen 
to unite in pramoting ia laudable a defign, and to exert tbemielyes in pre- 
venting every meeting of others, that is likely to produce riot and diforder. 

*< They think itnecci&ry» alfo, to inform the publky that any damage done to 
thrpropoty of others, muft be paid by the Huodiedi to which every indivi« 
dual muft contribute hb ihaie. The perfons of individuals are « ^v al l t pro* 
tefted by the Laws, and they thank Goj», that by the happy form of our 
Government, no man is, or can be, puniihed for any crime, unlcfs he is coq« 
viftcd' by a Jury of hi* countrymen.'* 

Thia advertifement was figned by the Borougbreeve and Conftablcs, and ft* \ 

y' veral of the principal inhabitants of the town. It is fingular, xft, that they 

/ are refolded to prevent fuch attempts m fitture ; and fecondly, that on the 

/ very night when the aiTociatioo for the procedion of LiBxaTT, Okdes, an9 

j Property was formed, my houfe, Mr. Falkner^s, and Mr. Collier's, ihould 

I be moft riotoufly atUcked ^ and, on the fubfequent night, when this adverdfe* 

V mcnt was ilTued, William Gorfe's houfe was attacked^ and his property 

\ deftroyed, ' „ ^ 

"'MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE, fer preferfhig the 
Peace and good Order of the Town, aflfcmbled at ^ B«tt'9 Head, TfawlX 
•day, Dec. 13, 179a* 

« RESOLVED, 

«< That the thanks of this meedng be i^veatd the te9tl»ii«»or this town, aai 
pvticttlarly the fpccial conftablesi wtio gave their affiftancc lali night in pet- 

KH fenriaj 
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my ^ae« cif mln<{« I never thought it wotth while td tnmUe 
my friexuls or thfS public with a refutation of ikciii. But* 
fmce the violent and unjuflifiable attacks upoii my perfon and 
my property, to which I have been expofed for fome days 
paft, it has become abfolutely neceflary to make fome appeal 
$0 thf public, on my own behalfi 

^^'I purpofcly omit (at leaft for the prel^nt) the many cir- 
cnlndances preceding the attempt upon my houfe on Tueiday 
evening laft, except, that I and all my friends, {(b far as I 
know) for the hke of petfct/ purpo(ely aMbnted imtM¥€i 
from the meeting held that day to addrefs upon the hie 
l^rdcIamation§, But having fuftained the fury of the mob in 
three fcveral attacks-i^having had the greateft part of the 
^ii^dows in froiat of ^ly houfe bivk«»-««nd an infide fhutteir 
on the ground flo6r forced by a fhrnc-MJiaving CpokcD w t]i« 
peeple, and diftharged a muft^uetoon, iu the tir, to wim 
thenr agaiitft perfevering in a fourth attack, which they had 
ihen commenced wilb increa£id ▼iobn«^«>«4)»viogi ditriag the 
whiok of this long oofttinued foefoc:of tamMCfn, hjuad no^ 
tMhg.from the Civil Power> but a verba! m<iffli[ge, (by mean^ 
of a friend whom I fent) that dire^ions had been given to 
the Deputy CdnHablet— -*-^there remained no other poflible 
means of preventing the rioters from forcing themfelves into 
my dwriHng, but to fire. This was done from a p^rfeft 

r ' J p I ' ill MJ I II »i t u i ■ ■ ■ ■ ' I * ■ ' 

fcrvlug the pcac? of the town i to the inhabitants in general for theif peace<f 
able behaviour ; and to thofe few, who ha4 ^ollc6icd froip motives of curiofity| 
fqr their rcadincfs todlljperfe, upon being applied to for that purpofe, 

« AND THJS MEETING REQUEST, That every friend to the town 
«i)H AiMv hU defile tf <|iqpf(it ffm Uw9| 99d preftrve good order^ by bringbft 
hwf4 ta tt^C9|g|ji^H«nT.pfrfo<>r 1»ho ihall eo^vour tp e»citc tumult. 
M NATHAN C^OMPTON, Chatmvi fo? tM^f^fJ^ 

The perfons thqs thanked for their peaceable behavunr ftrely are not the 

lMb« fdMttMtf kivrrvIM mj ^/«4qw;», swd who ^ M^ Wiiu>oi 
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convi&ion of die m^^jitf ofthf moafurft; and ho^wcTer harfli 
the remedy, it proved effeAual on the oecafioli.^^Three <st 
four perfons, I have been told, were flightly hur^ but I can«< 
not hear certainly whether 'it be fo or not. 

" This was j0^ ten o^clock at night, ^tr this difcharge tS 
fire arms, a Magiili-ate and fome of the Confiables «ame to 
my houfe, and took qiiicH paio^ to difperfe th^ f ioter$ \ and 
on their engaging to proteft my perfon and propertys I cn-» 
gaged to fire no more, unlefs in confequence of their being 
nimble to p«irfOtm their pfbmifil, aild Off the piViTttrd df the 
moft imminent neceffity. This promi^ I faithf(»l'ly observed. 
Since Tuefday night, I aiid my ftmily have been kept in 
conftant anxiety, and at my prefent writing (Thurfday 
evening) ibme danger is yet apprehended. Much, indeed, I 
ft^^ttld liave nndergoiie, but for the vigilance, fpirit, and 
warm attachment of my Humerus friends both within my 
houfe and ottt of it, to whom I owe much more than it i> 
poilible %t me to expveft. 

** Fof myfdf, and for the caufe of the people, I thank God, 
that no charge of riot, or tumult, or difaffedion, or fedition, 
has ever yet been made with the flighteft plea of reafon, 
againU thofe, whom I have the honour to call my Friends— 
the Friends of the People : otherwiie, I doubt not, mpll 
eagerly would the pretext have been feized, 

** Why, then, have 1 been infulted ? — ^Whom have I injured, 
or what offence have I committed ? What conccalrticnt has 
there been in any part of my public conduct ? If there be m 
charge agasnft m£> why have I been thus attacked \ 

*' If it be a crime to endeavour to enlighten the minds of 
the People refpefiing their jafi rights, I have been guilty of 
this crime, and to the end of my days I (ball live in the 
(pmiiffiOQof it. 
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•^ I» it a crime to glory in the title of being the Friend Kif 
tfce Poor ? I ^ guilty of it, for I do, and fhall, ever glory 
in a title k^ r^fpe^Ue^ 

•» Ij it a crime to wiih the more indigent members of fociety 
cafed fttm fome of tbe numerous taxes, which they pay m the 
psithafe of every neceilkry of life ? To Vilh them better 
lodged, and better fed, and hetter inftru^td? I am guilty of 
tliefe crime$.' 

^ I» it a crime to wiih the Britilh Coaftitukioa reftored to it» 
Qti^nal purity, and the whole Syftem of Rej>rerentatioii freed 
lirom Perjury and Comtpcion ?— Of this too I am guilty. 

•* Of every good wiAb to mankind and to my coiintry-^I ant 

guilty. If the laws of the land have been violated by my 

conduct, let me be puniibed accordikg to law; but let 

not the charadbr of the Britifli Natk>n be ftained by the bafe 

and illiberal perfecution of one of its moft fincere well^ 

wifhers. 

• ** THOMAS WALKER^'* 

«« Manchefier, iiib Dec, 1792-" 



« SHEFFIELD SOdlETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL 
« INFORMATION, &c. 

** Committee Meitingt Jatt, 11, r795. 
•* Refolved unanimoufly, that the Letter of Condolence| 
traftfrnittcd from this Committee to Mr. Thomas Walker, of 
Manchefler, on the occafion of the hte violent attack on his 
perfon and property, and which received the approbation of 
all the different IMftrifVs of this Society,' at their laft fortnight 
meetings, together with his anfwer theretovbe inferted in the 
pablic ncwfpapers. 

f ' DAVID MARTHA Chairman.'* 

*' Cmatitieti 
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*« Committee Meeting, Dec. 19, 1 7 92. 

^ Imprefled with unfeigned forrow, and adbuated by die 
nioft affectionate efteem and refped, this Committee think it 
theh- duty at this time to express their fentiments of condo- 
lence to Mr. Thomas Walker, of Manchefter> on an occaflon 
when the Laws of their country — when Liberty and JulKce 
have been rudely violated, in the wanton and unprovoked 
attack made by a iawlefs banditti on his perfon and property, 
on Tuefday evening the nth inftant. 

*« It is not only for their patriotic brother, and friend 
(whofe only o£Fence has been a fteady attachment to the 
caufe of freedom) that they feel the fenfations of forrow and 
regret: they feel alfo for their country— <hair liberties — ^and 
they feel for their dark and deluded countrymen, whom they 
believe to be the tools of an arbitrary fadion, intent, on the 
dedrudion of tlwfc who dare boldly and openly avow them- 
ieives the firm advocates of Civil and Religious Liberty. 

*' The Committee requeft Mr. Walker to accept this as a 
tribute of their applaufe and approbation, fentiments which 
they are convinced prevail throughout the whole body of 
their fociety, of his intrepid arid manly perfeverance in 
defence of the glorious caufe of Freedom, and the infulted 
Rights of Englilhmen. 

*' They alfo beg leave to alFure Mr. Walker, that though 
they regret the difagreeable neceiTity of his firing on the 
rioters, yet they peifedly approve and juflify his condud oa 
the do^rine of felf-defence. 

<< By order of the Committee, 

" MAfTHEW DODWORTH, Chairman- 
" JAMES HORSFIELD, Secreury. 

|f^ To Mr. Thomas Walker, Manchefter." 
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MR. WAUKEll'B ANSWER. 

** Friendi and Felloe Citizens, 

« I have received with the moil heart-felt fatisfadion 
your afFedionate condolence on the late outrageous and an* 
provoked attack upon my perlbn and my property, by a de- 
luded, igm)rant, and laWlefs banditti, infbigated and encou- 
raged, I have great reafon to believe, by thofe who fhould 
have known better. No little pains have been taken to re- 
prefent the late outrages, as a confequence of the general . 
dlfapprobation of the condud and proceedings of the advo- 
cates for a Reform in the prefent inadequate ibite 6f th^ 
Raprefentation of the Pedple ; but this, I am veiy confident, 
is by no means the fa6^. The people, if not warm advocates 
for Reform* are decided enemies to that levelling fyflem 
of anarchy and confufion, which was commenced againft 
Mr. Falkner and myfelf* and which, h^d it fucceeded» I am 
equally convinced, was intended to have been carried into 
execution againft the Friends of Freedom generally. 

" To whatever lengths it might have been the intention 
of the mob to have proceeded, the friends of Defpotifm have 
little canfe for exultation, if in fuch a caufe It 1^ p^ffible to 
exult, when they reflet upon the paucity of their num- 
bers compared with the population of this town and neigh- 
bourhood. 

•* How ftriking is the contraft between the conda^ of the 
Enemies of Freedom in Manchefter, and the Friends of Liberty 
in Sheffield! 

« Had I fir^ at a mock earlier pemd tJitti I did, I fhould 
have been perfeftly juftifiable; but at the time I waa com- 
pelled to have recourfe to that fevere remedy, I applied it to 
intimidate the rioters, and not either to maim or to kill ; 
5 looking 
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looking Upon the mlfgnldcd multitude, not as my enemies, 
but as wretched tools, in the hands of a more wretched and 
moft unprincipled faflion. 

•' Of this be affured, that unlefs the people ceafe to enter- 
tain a proper fenfe of their own intereft, no trial to which it 
is poffible for a man to be expofed, fhall ever make me relax 
my efforts to promote the profperit/ of my country, and the 
happinefs of the human race. 

" In the firm perfuafion that truth will prevaB, believe 
ne, 

<* Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

'' Moft fincerely and mofi affbdlionately, 

« Yours, 

"THOMAS WALKER-? 

•♦ Mancheftir, Dec. 25, 1792. 

♦' To the Sheffield Conftitutional Society, &c. 



Cofy 9f a hmtr rnddnffiJ u Mr. Walkers ly the Borwghreev% 
and ConftahUsp through th$ Chamd of the three Manchejtef 
NeixJ^aferu 

'« Manchefter, Jan. 25, 1793. 
<< Mr. Thomas AValker, * 

" Your Letter of the 25th December, i792,addreiredtothe 
Sheffield Society for Conftitutional Information, having ap- 
peared in 41 the Manchefter newfpapers of laft week. We, 
(as Btjtottghffeve and Conftahles of the towM ^Mamhfier, wed 
felicitous for the difcovery and punijhment of all inftigatttrs of riot ^ 
diforder, and faSiion,) conceive ourfelves entitled to fome ex- 
jlauauoiw on the foU9wing p^^f s of b^la l^tter^ 

h ''Th* 
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'« The lawleis banditti, as I have -great reafon to believe, 
*' inMgated and encouraged by thofe who flioald have 
<• known better." 

How« and by whom were they infiigated and encou* 
raged ? 

*' And if !t had fuCCeed^d, I am convinced it was intended 
■^ to have been carried into execution agiainft the fKends of 
" reform in general." 

, ** This intentiw, of which you 4iri C9Kvin€id, Is masifeflly 
afcribed to thofe who ihould have known better — ^The public 
have a right to know, and we afk, what i* the exiftin^ 
evidence of fuch intention ? 

** Looking upon the mifguided multitude, not as my 
*^ eftemies, but as wretched tools in the hands of a more 
•' wretched and moll unprincipled Faftion/" &c. 

*' Of whom dots this Fadlion coniift ? For the honour of 
thofe who are not implicated in the indifcriminate charges of 
your Letter, and for the fake of public juftice, we truft the 
preceding Queries will be fatis&Clorily anfwered. 

'• Signed 

" JAMES ACKERS, Boronghretve. 



" JOHN LEAF, 

" JOSEPH HARDMAN. 



, } ConftaUes.' 



Mr. WALKER'S ANSWER. 

^^ Mr. JAMES ACKERS, Borougbreeve. 
" Mr. JOHN LEAF, 

AND 

*'Mr. JOSEPH HARDMAN, 



1 



Conjlabksm 



*^ Gtutlmtn^ 
** I fincerely hope that you did not perceive the yray im* 
proper tendency of your joint letter to me; and that the 
* ^ public 
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public is rather to think it inconfiderate, than defigning.— 
** Solicitous fir the dtfiwiry and puHiJhment of all inftigators o^ 
riot, i^Jorder, and failim y" your prcfent exertion is only cal- 
culated to obftrud the injured^ and to warn the guilty ; to 
baffle enquiry, and to interrupt the purfuit of that evidence, 
which, I thank God, the negligence of malice, however 
cautious and cunning, will enable me to obtain. — As men in 
official fitoations, you ought to know, that it is neither 
cuflomary nor legal ; as gentlemen you ought to fee, that it 
is neither fair, nor honouraUe, to call upon a man to produce 
what evidence he pofleiTes againll the infHgators of a riot; 
the objeft of which was the deftrudion of his property, and 
of his life, before his friends and his counftl have judged it 
expedient to produce that evidence either at the bar of th^ 
public, or before a jury of his country. 

•* I am truly glad to underftand, that you are '* filicitmts fif 
*' the difco'very and puniflment of all inftigasers of riot, difirdtr% 
** and fa^ton,** becaufe I am fatisfied nO gentlemen can hav» 
better means of informationi It would, indeed, have been 
as well, if this folicitude had appeared in an earlier flage of 
this ferious bufinefs ; and it remains with you to fbte to the 
public^ how it has happened that the Boroughreeve and. 
Conflables of Manchefter, '' f^idtou^ fir the difiwery mid 
« punijbment of ail litigators of riot, dtJordiTi and faBwm!* have 
not taken one fingle rioter into cuftody, when it is notorious 
that many perfbns tumultuoufly aflembled together three 
fucceffive nights, and committed a6ls of outrage upon each of 
thofe nights, by attacking the houfes either of Matth^vr 
Falkner, Willjuun Corfe, Jofeph Collier, or myfelf, 

«' It will not be eafy, gentlemen, ta compenikte- for your 
fupinenefs, where it was your duty to be ii^ve> by yout 
officioufnefs, where it is your duty to be quiet ; nor can yoa 
now, by harrafling me in my endeavours to obtain jufticeji 
atone for your former lenity towards the difhirbers of tho 
public peace. 

La f< Denying 
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" Denying your right to put interrogatories to me in any 
■manner whatever, I fludl not give you « the exifting cvi- 
' dence*' upon which my convidiion • was founded, that if the 
Ifvellittg {y&xxBL of anarchy and confiiiion commenced againU 
lAs. Falkner and myfelf had fucceeded, it was intended to 
have be^n carried into execution againft the Friends of Re- 
form in general; but lor the fatisfadiion of the public, I fhall 
prove I was not fmgular in that opinion, by giving the 
•Xtrad of 2( letter from a man> highly, refpedable for hia 
ai^iuesyhis pffoperty* and his integrity; and in juftice to 
piyfelf, I'9fty alf0 add, dat I have received many otheif 
lefilters from various pajrtft of the kingdom to tl^ ii^ne pur* 
pt>n, and bfum men Qf the above defcription,«<*»The extraCi 
to ivhieh J nKiide is as follows^ 

** Though I have but a moment*8 time, I cannot addrefs 
you without exprdCng my concern for the unmerited anxiety 
you have lately b«en put to, by tl^e bigotry and very blame* 
^e condudi of fome of your town^nei^-^but in truth they 
»eed my fy^Qiatfay n^ore tban'yovi do> as your proper, fpinted 
%od camfneadfble behaviour, i|nder the circumiUQces you 
V^re iurri.lbuft ^ a fj^tisfa^ioa to all your friends, and de- 
ft«ye4 the thanks of bo(h partial j of th^ fritoidf of liberty 
£)( the prevention of a. wide fp«eading mifchief that might 
projp^bly Qthnrwife huve beiallen^ tl^epn ; and of ^f offendi^g^ 
parly, far put^i^g »i\ eiirly ftop. |o.^m>rmities that wonld for 
•verhayrdi^eaQedthemr' | 

t'^ Yotr afc^V^.of whom doeMhat fiidion ^onfii^'' which I 
have reprobated, at wretched and unpriikcipled, ''.ftff the 
** honour of thofe who are not implicated in the charge ?"— 
i wtU £redy ti^ you of whom it dees $0^ ooiifift. It does net 
confift of tbehoneft, the generous, or the bibve; of ^ Uberalj, 
•r the wellMin&rmed i it doea Mt confifh^^of thofp who abhor 
per(4icvtioB, rancour* and malignity; it does nH €oi^.--of 
men who ate incapaUe of writing and propagating anoftymous 
(lander^ or of encouraging fpie« and informera* Having 

now 
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how done with yoU) gentlemen, I fhall embrace the opportunity 
which you have afforded me, of addrefling myfelf 

«TO THE PEOPLE, 

«' Requeuing their attention to the prefent interefting, and 
truly critical iituation of public affairs, and recommending 
to them to examine coolly and impartially, the writings, but 
above all the anions of thofe, who lay claim to the title of 
their friends, and who are on that account branded with 
every epithet that mifreprefentation and the fouleft flander 
can invent. I (hall requeft them to examine with that 
fcrioufnefs which the (ubjeft demands, whetlier in the conduft 
of the Friends of Freedom, either here or elfewhere, there is 
any thing which is not directed to promote the profperity of 
this country, and the happinefs of mankind, 

*• Firfii imtb refiiS to a Parliamentary Reform, 
** The neceflity of which is fo obvious, and the advantages, 
which would refult from its attainment fo felf-evident, that 
I (hall confine myfelf to the explanation of my meaning upon 
this very important fubje&« 

'* By a Parliamentary Reform, I mean a radical and 
EFFECTUAL REFORM in the Reprcfcntation of the PEOPLE; 
that obtained, I for one ihall be fatisfied, nor have I any 
further vievys, nor any defign, as has been falfely and induf- 
triouily infiouated, to attempt to alter or to deilroy the Con- 
ftitntion of this Country ; my fole objedl, and that of every 
man with whom I have the honour to think, to aft — and to 
correfpond upon this great objcft, is not to inno<vate, but to 
retufvatty and to reftore the Conllitution to its ANCIENT 
PURITY. 

♦* Secondly i with refpeS to the Liberty of ike Prefs, 
** The prefervation of which is fo effential to our very 
exifience j^ a free People, that I fhould have conceived it 

impoiUble 
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impofliMc that any man, or fet of men, would have been weafe 

enough, or*wick«d enough, to have made any ferious attack* 

upon A> facred a rigitt at the cloie of the i8th century. 

However, it is with pleafure far greater than I can cxprefsr 

that I {be a ftandard erefted for its jprefervation by men the 

moiS dillinguifhed for integrity, ability, and property in this. 

country; a ftandard, wliich I am confident every difintereiled 

and unprejudiced man will eagerly fly to, and argund which,. 

even the timid and the cautious may with the utmoft fafety 

rally. Annexed is an ejttra£t from the declaration agreed 

iipon a.t a Meeting of the Friends of the Liberty of the Prefs^ 

which was held upon Saturday the i9th*inftaat, at the CrowQ 

aad Anchor in London,* 

The 

* <*- The prefs, therefore, as It is to be aiie£led by Aflbciatioiis €f£ iadl- 
^dualB, that fetter its general freedom, wholly unconneded with any attacks 
apon private aharadter, is a very diiFcrcnt confidetation. For if the nation 
is to be combined to fupprefs writings without further deCcribing what thofe 
writings are, than by the general denomination feditious } and if the exertions 
of thofe combinations are not even to be confined to fupprefs and punith the 
circulatioa of bodes, already condemned by the judgments of courts, but are 
to extend to whatever does not happen to fall ia with their private judgments-* 
if every writing is to be profecuted which they may not have the fenfe to 
^nderftand, or the virtue to practice— >if no man is to write but upon their 
jrindples, nor can read with fafety, except what they have written, left he 
ihould accidentally talk of what he ha^ read— no man will venture ehlier to 
wri:e or to fpeak upon the topics of government or its adminift^^on; a 
fteedom which has ever been acknowledged by our greateft Statefmen and 
lawyers to be the principal fafeguard of that conftitution which liberty of 
thought Originally created, and wiiich a 6ree prefs fiy its circulatioD gradi2^1y 
brought to naoturity. 

'*^ We will, therefore, maintain imd aflert, by all legal means, the facred, 
and eifential prf\il^ge of every otl\er parent and guardian. We will maintain 
and aflert the right of inftruAing our fellow-^ubjeds by every fincere and 
confcientious communication which may promotl^ the public happinefsj andt 
while we render obedience to government and to law, we will remember at 
the (ame time, that as they exift by the people's confent, and for the people's 
benefit, they have a right to examine their principles, to watch over their 
iS«e execution, and to prefcrve the beautiful ftrufture of their ConftItuti<^» 
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^' The declaration and proceedings of that day ai« wlac 
every man oaght to read ; and to engrave deeply upon his 
heart the principles there {o manfully and fo ably incul- 
€ate<L 

The 



by pointing out a« they ati/e, tiiofe defers and corruptions^ whick tke luLnl 
of time nev^ fails to fpread ov<r the wiieft of human iaftltutioac 

^' If in the legal and peaceable aiTertion of this freedom we fliall he 
calumniated and perfecuted, we muft be contented to fuflTer la the caufe <o£ 
freedom as our fathers before us liave fuffertd. But we willy Kke our fathers 
alio, perfevere until we prevaaL 

<' Let us however recoiled with fatlsfadionf that the law, as k ftandsKt 
this very moment, thanks to our illuftrious patriot Mr. FOX, is amply 
fufficient for die protection of the Prcfs, if the country will be but true t« 
itfelf. The extent of the genuine Liberty of tlie Prefs, on genend fubje^s, 
and the boundaries wliich feparale them firom licentioufnefs, the En^iih law 
^s wifdy not attempted to define. They «re indeed in their nature in- 
definable, -and it is the office of the jury alone, taken from the country, ia 
each particular inftance to afccrtain th«m, and tlie trufl: of the Crown where 
no individual is flandered, to fuedb the inftances' for riial> by its Minifters 
tefponfible to Parliament i 

** This fyftem appears to ns amply to iecnre the government, whfte it 
prote^ the fubje^. But if this feledion is to be transferred to felf-conftitutoi 
aflemblies of men, agitated and inflamed by a zeal, however honoft, the preft 
muft be broken up, and individuals muft purchafe their fafety by ignorance 
and filence. Jn fuch a ftate, we admit tKat the other liberties whicli we 
ei^oy under the laws, might, neverthelefs, continue as long as govemmoot 
might happen to be juftly adminiftered j but fliould corruption or ambitirA 
ever dked their efforts againft them, the nation would be furptised and en<« 
ilaved— -furprifed by the iofs of their wakeful fentineis, whom they had fhnt 
for only being at their pofts, and enflaved from the Iofs of their armour, -whicli 
. ijieir adverfary, undftr the ^tence of a treaty, had cajoled them S9 throv 
away. 

« But thefe evUs become not oidy greater, ^«e ab£ilutely intolerable, ^rhcM 
extended to the fttmubtion of fpies, to ftab domeftic peace, to watch £m the 
innocent in the hours devoted to convivial happinefs, and to dJfturh the fwect 
repefe of private life^ on the boCom of fiiendibip and truth. 

•« It' 

5 
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«« The Friends of Freedom have always prdvcd tlteinrelves 
the enemies of anarchy and confufion, and I am confident 
they are too well informed and too well difpofed ever to aft 
contrary to their principles. At the fame time, they will do 
well never to lofc fight of that union, ferfruerance, and 
FIRMNESS which arc eiTential to infiire fuccefs even to the 
caufe of truth itfelf. ** It is into .the heart and fpirit of 
man you muft look for reformation^ elfe all is vague and 
ufelefs.'* 

^ It may not be improper here to remark upon the prefent 
uncertainty of what in this country may now be deemed 
*^ feditious." REEVES and his aiTociations may perhaps 
' deem that to be fedltious, which our fellow citizens in Scot- 
land and in Ireland would confider as the pureH patriotifm-— 
and it is pofllble that a man might be indidled in England, 
for an aA« which in Ireland, the virtuous citizens of that 
country would highly approve, nay even for the very z€t 
which at this moment is fanftioned by the Irilh Legillatnre 
itfelf. 

'•« THrMyinjoitb reJ^B to War, 

*' What has been the conduft of the friends of Freedom, in 
every part of the Britifli empire, upon this impending cala- 
mity? What, but to point out the evils infeparable from 
war, and to endeavour to avert as far as in them lay, an 



*' It is julUy obferved, by the celebnted Judge Forfter, that words are 
tranfitory and fleeting, eafily forgotten, and fubjeA to n ai ft a kcn interpve- 
utiop. 

** Their very ezxftence at aU, and their crinunafity, aft depentiag upoo con- 
text, or fequel, or occaiion, all is to reft upon tlie oaths of hired juformcra. 

«< Istldauithe ind«ftha<Sthcettiiry,toWthecQiMfidoaofMrchearfu] 
country? Are thefe to be owchMK? And are «re,aAarweha«hrolEartfaeaik 
.«n the heads of Tyrantsy in fenner ages, te it dmni to ftift lim «§«■ 6r 
#wfaves, and to fata Uita letti Ml aBMlur t»* 

€Tent 
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tytlit which iatinot but be particularly Injurious to the if 2Li€ 
and commerce of this country, and fatal to the property, to 
the happinefs, and to the lives of many thoufands of their 
fellow creatures ? What intereft have they, diftin£t from th^ 
pooreft of their fellow citizens ? 

*' Is it a crime to rejoice in the emancipation of fo maiiy 
millions of the human race from the yoke of the moft de- 
grading flavery ?— Is it probable that fo great a good could be 
obtained without fome excefles being committed ? But ill 
return. Is it not right to confider — whether thofe evils which 
jujlice muft condemn, and which bumanity muft deplore, did not 
arife more from the opfofithn to the good, thaft from the purfuit 
of it? 

♦' Having nbw concluded all I have to obferve at this timcj 
I ihall for the prefcnt take leave of the public, with that 
refpeft which I have always profeffed for them, and which 
I truft I have always fhewn; and fhall only add, that to their 
opinion, when fairly and impartially taken, I fhall always fab- 
mit ; and [doing violence for a moment even to pofilbility] 
fuppofing that the majority (hould ever become advocates for 
thejla'vijh doftrines of divine right, pajjvve obedience and non- 
refinance j I fhould upon my own principles, not oppofe their , 
WILL. But if the people of Great-Britain arc, what I take 
them to be, the true defcendants of their illuftrioutf ancellorsv 
no hazard of hy perfdn or of my property fhall ever deter 
me from fupporting to the utmoft of my abilities, the RIGHTS 
t/the People. 

^ THOMAS WALKER. 

" Mancbejfer, Jan. 31, 1793.'* 



as 



*« TO THE PUBLIC. . 

« Mr. Walker's Letter, in the Manchefler Herald of the ti 
injiant, which he calls a Reply to our Queries of the 25th 
January laft, upon the fubjeft of his unexplained Imputations 

M in 
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in a fotmer Letter, has neceflkrily obliged us to trdbble tli^ 
public with the following Obfervatioivs. 

*' Whatever may be the opinion of Mr. Walker or his Coun> 
fel, we (" for the fake of public Juftice") (hould be equally 
'* thankful if the charges complained of tuere fully Jkhftantiated by 
that Evidence which the negligence of malice, however cun- 
ning and cautious, might enable Mr. Walker to obtaini^-. 

" But after affertions in the fhape of &£b, highly, yet indif- 
criminately impeaching the inhabitants of this Town, un- 
accompanied by any intimation x)f legal proceedings, and 
even without any previous Informatiw to the Ci'uil Officers 
(who have no means df obtaining it, except from Mr. Walker, 
whofe bafe Infinuations they defpife) are induftriou/ly pub- 
Hlhed to the world, we have yet to learn that it is illegal, un- 
fair, or dilhonourable in fach officers to call upon the pub- 
liiher, to point out thofe pefls of fociety, againfb whom his 
accuiations are intended, that they may have their deferts, 
and the public injury be repaired through the only legal mode 
of a criminal profecution— On the contrary, our itlence at 
this moment mud have been a crime not to be atoned for. 

*« The aJJUaned candour and patriotifm of Mr. Wjdker led us to 
exped the moft unequivocal and fatisfa&ory explanations; 
but fhrinking from this duty, he turns again to the malevo- 
lence of accufation, and reprehends our condud in the late 
unfortunate tumult. 

•* It is unnecelTary to tell the public, becaufe they know the 
fad, whether it was by the vigilance, adlivity, prudence, and 
perfeverance of the Peace Officers, under the immediate direBion 
of the Magiftrates, or by* the violent prowefs of Mr. Walker, 
(ivho fired upon the people WITH SLUGS,* not to maim or hU, 
but merely to intimidate) that the diforder at length happily 
fiibfided. 



• This 18 fatfe. 

'^ Mr# 
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*» Mr. Walker, or his Coanfel, cannot doubt aiPf meafs right, 
as well as that of a Peace Officer, to afprehend oStn'^tT^ whete 
in the adual commiflion of outrage. 

*' The ftate of the perfons affembled (in a town of extreme 
population) did not, however, in common prudence, warrant 
fuch a proceeding, but the more lenient and efficacious one 
adopted— otherwife Mr. Walker's " numerous friends with- 
out" would certainly have exercifed this right of appre- 

•• The reply to ouf fecond Query is an evafion unworthy the 
liberal and well informed. He (Mr. Walker) denies the 
Right of putting Interrogatories— refufes the exifting E^vi- 
dence of Yiis Comji£iion^ and in an inftant ftumbles upon the 
Truth, by changing the importance of Conuiaion into ^ mere 
unfounded Opinion, which, by the way, he is anxious to free 
from fingularity, by an extraft of a Letter— but when, by 
whom, and (which is infinitely more material) upon ^who/i 
and what Reprefentation of Fa^s this Letter was written, the 
public muft be kept entirely ignorant.— 

*' Is this coniiflent with the profeffions of an ingenuous pa- 
triotic man, tvhofe Anions are always open and undirguired,iz»^ 
^ho ajferts nothing without proof F 

*' As an Anfwer to the third Query, viz. Of whom does this 
Faftion confift ? We are told " it does not confift of the honeil> 
*« the generous, or the brave, of the liberaI,or the well-infbrmed ; 
" it does not confift of thofe who abhor Perfecution, Rancour, 
'' and Malignity, nor of men who are incapable of writing and 
♦' propagating anonymous Slaader, or of encouraging Spies 
** and Informers.'''— 

*' Do thefc Negatives amount to any difcriminative Intelli- 
gence, or are they not unhlujhingly intended as additional 
Infults to the Honour and Juftice of the People ?— They are 
> M z indeed 
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indeed Trni&u not to h^ controverted ; for in this mighty 
coUedion of Words, nothing more is literally cxprefled 
{^whatever mcy be the intent) than that a good man is not 
« bad manjT or vice verfa. 

'* Mr. Walker may exult in the ufe of fuch paltry Subter- 
fuges (as the haffy ij/iu of a Week's Preparation) to elude the 
moft plain and proper Queftions, but the Public (and not Mr. 
Walker) are now to decide, under all the Circumftances, 
whether thofe Queftions ought not to have been fully and 
fairly anfwered, and whether our Meafures deferve their 
Cenfure, or Approbation. 

".Leaving this Gentleman to his favourite Aberrations from 
the point in qneilion, by every modeft AJJimption ci^i popular 
Friendfhip and unbounded Patriotifm, and alfo to his Monopoly^ 
in the Pifcernment and Guardianfhip of the ejjential Rights of 
the People, we muft apologize to the Public for this involun- 
tary Engagement of their Attention, with l\itjirmeft Determpta- 
tion however of troubling them no more uppn any thing which 
the in<ventf've Faculty of Mr. Walker can poflibly Iniinuate, or 
produce. 

*' In the fulleft confidence that Truth loili prevail 

^' We arc the Public's moft faithful, 

♦' Refpedtful and obedient Servants^ 

w JAMES ACKERS, Boroughrecve, ^ 

*' JOHN LEAF, ? ^ ft Ki f of ^«»^V^ 

*' JOSEPH HARDMAN>i^^'^*^^^^'J 

fiknfhejf^, ^th Febrmy^ »793*'' 



?f Sal/ofd, 
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Salford, February 8, I793« 
*' JAMES ACKERS, Efq; Boroughrceve. 
<^ Mr. JOHN LEAF, Jconftables. 

«' Mr. JOSEPH HARDMAN, 3 

" Gentlemen, 

*f The public rcquilition you have made to Mr. Thomas 
Walker, for an expiration on certain parages contained in 
his Anfwer to a Letter of Condolence from a Society (calling 
themfelves the Conflitutional Society) at Sheffield : Your 
juil, manly and fpirited Rejoinder to his vague, illufive and 
ridiculous Reply to fuch Requifition, jufHy entitles you to the 
warmeft applaufe of every inhabitant. 

" At a Meeting of the-Conftitational Aflbciation for prote£U 
ing Liberty and Property from Republicans and Levellers, 
eftabiiihed at the Crown and Cufhion, in Salford, held this 
day, 

'* It was unanimoufly refolved, 

*' That the Thanks of this Aflbciation be prefented to you, 
for your zeal and attention to the public welfare, your con- 
ftant exertions for the prefervation of peace and tranquillity, 
but more efpecially for defending the inhabitants of this 
town from the falfe calumnies and malignant imputations 
thrown out againft them, and the method you have purfued 
^gainfl the refllefs and evil difpofed author thereof. 

** By Order of this Aflbciation, 

*' R. BRIDDOCK, Chairnwn." 



f * Manchefifff 
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^' MancbefteTf Fehruioy x^t IJQ^^ 

♦' At a Meeting of the Aflbciated Loyalifls, held at Mr. ' 
Matthew Green's, Blackmoor's Head, Old Church-yard, for 
the purpofe of fupporting our prefent Conflxtution againfl it9 
Enemies, the Friends of Anarchy and Murder : 



'' JAMES ACKERS, Efc^; Boroughreevc, 

*' Mr. JOHN LEAF, 

*' Mr. JOSEPH HARDMAN: 



^^Mr. JOHN LEAF, Jconflables. 



" Gentkmen^ 

'* Unanimottfly refolved; 

« That the Thanks of this Society be prefented to you, for 
your late Exertions to preferve the Peace and Tranquillity 
of this Town in your official capacities ; and alfo for your 
juft and fpiriced Anfwers to Mr. Thomas Walker's h\k, 
infamous, and ridiculous Charge ; and for defending of this 
Town from the grofs and invidious imputations which have 
been bafely thrown out againfl the true Supporters of the 
prefent happy and glorious Conflitution. 

" JOHN COOPER, Prefident-'» 



Upon the fpirit that didUted thefe advertifements (which 
appeared in the Manchefter newfpapers,) and upon the fa£ls 
and reafonings in the foregoing Correfpondence, the reader 
muil make his own comments. 

The riots at Manchef!er, fo iimilar in their origin and pro- 
grcfs to the difgraceful proceedings at Birmingham, were too 
important to the public tranquillity to remain unnoticed by 
the legiflature of the country. Accordingly they were men- 
tioned in due terms of abhorrence by Mr. Fox and Mr.Grey» 
in the Houfe of Conimons, on December the 17th, 1792. 

In reply to the obfervations of Mr. Fox, Mr. Windham 
made a fpeech, of which the following is an extract : — 

•'Mr, 
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•• Mr. Windham replied to Mr. Fox, The Houfc had dU 
^ re&d no profecutions o!i either iide> and> therefore, could 
•* not be charged with partiality. The law was equally 
*• open in all cafes. The indignation excited againft Mn 
" Walker, was much ffiore fairly imputable to his political 
*' opinions, than to his being a DifTenter. It was natural, 
" and even juHifiable, for men to feel indignation againft 
'« thofe who promulgated dodrines, threatening all that was 
•* valuable and dear in fociety ; a/ui if there "Mere not means if 
** redrefs hy Iotm^ e^en 'violence ivould he juftifiahk. But we had 
* laws, therefore violehce ought to be puniihed ; and on this 
** ground he defended the Aflbciations, as tending to pre- 
** vent violence by giving vigour to the law.*' 

Debrett*i ParUamentary Regijier^ Vol. XXXIV. Page 165. 



I hope the reader will indulge me while I make fome re- 
marks on the preceding extraft. Mr. Windham is now in 
the Miniftry : he is the Minifler at War : he is re-ele6led for 
Norwich. Important as the fituations are, which he now fills, 
it is important alfo for the fame reafons, that the public fhould 
be apprized of the principles and pradlice of the man, whofe 
character and conduft have induced his Majefty to raife him 
to the poU he now occupies. 

*' 7 he Houfe had direBed no profecutions on either fi^^y and there- 
" fore could not he charged <with partiality :" Mr. Windham has 
the reputation of being amoft acute reafoner; a great logician; 
but to me, a man of plain and common underftanding, this 
obfervation affords a bad fpecimgn of his reputed abilities. 

It was dated to the Houfe that my dwelling was repeatedly 
attacked ; that other perfons alfo at Manchefter had fufFered 
in their habitations and their property, by means of a lawlefs 
Mob, unreftrained by tKe Civil power till the mifchief was 
done. There was no complaint on the part of the Mob, or 

• of 
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of the Civil power at Mancheiler : there was no hCt dated 
by which it appeared that I had even htrft one hiAnan crea- 
ture in defending myfelf. The fa£ls and complaints w^re all 
on one fide. How, therefore, could the Houfe dire&. profe- 
cations on both ? They might have direfted an enquhj to 
take place ; but furely it would have been hat d to have di- 
rected the injured to be profecuted by the Law, after having 
been thus perfecuted by the Molk Such, however, was Mr» 
Windham's notion of Impartiality ! 

Again : Profecutions were direded againil the Rioters at 
Birmingham—Why not therefore againft the fimilar Rioters 
at Manchefter ? Some flight fufpicion of partiality might 
furely arife upon this tender concern for the one town, and 
careleflhefs about the othtr. 

" The Laiv *was equally open in all ca/es,^* " The Law,** (it 
has been frequently faid in charges to Grand Juries, and 
it is a favourite fentiment) " is alike open to the poor and to 
*' the rich;" " and fo,** (faid Mr. Home Tooke on fome oc- 
cafion) *' is the London Tavern ; but they will give you a very 
** forry welcome, unlefs you come with money fufiicient to 
*' pay for your entertainment.'* 

I have no fcruple to fay, from dear-bought experience, that 
there is no laiAj in this country for the fmr vuin. The expence of 
attorneys, and the expence of coumel, and the expence of 
witnefles, and the expence of Stamps to the Government, 
and fees to the Law Officers, the expence of time, and of 
trouble, the negleft of buiinefs, and the anxiety of mind, are 
beyond calculation to thofe who have not fiad melancholy 
experience of the faft. Neither is there certainty of jufticd 
even to thofe who are able and willing to afford the expence 
of a profecution, if the minds of Jurors can be warped on the 
day ' of trial from all impartial confiderations, by inceflant 
falfehood and invedlive, from pulpits and printing-houfes, and 
pariih aifociacions. I have a right to complain of the ex- 
pence of law, when I can inform the reader^ with truth, 
S that 
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that the expences of the Trial; to which this is a Sequel, in- 
cluding the profecution of Dunn,* amounted to nearly Thru 
Thoufand Founds* 

I have a right to complain of the uncertainty of juftice, 
after the trial of Benjamin Booth at Manchefter ; after hav- 
ing perufed the trials of Mr. Winterbotham ; after having 
fecn the verdidls of a Warwicklhire jury, and compared the 
compenfationsy with the loiles of the Birmingham fufFerers. 

I know not in what tone of voice, nor with what caft of 
countenance, Mr. Windham pronounced that '' the lanv ivas 
equally open inall ca/ej :^* but it was a cruel and malignant . 
farcafm : a£nd Mr. Windham could not but know that it was 
untrue when he uttered it. The law is indeed open to 
thofe who have the key of the treafury to unlock it — it 
was open even to Thomas Dunn of infamous notoriety--* 

* Dunn was tried at the auutmn aflizes 1794, upon an lndi£lment contain- 
ing no lefs than ten feveral perjuries, vhich he had fworn, upon the trial 
againft Mr. Walker and others. 

To prove the falfehood of the fads fworn to by Dunn, various witnefTes 
were called ; and firft, as to his reading and writing. The Rev. Mr. Griffith^ 
(the Magiftrate before whom Dunn's informations were taken, and who upon 
them iflued warrants againft Mr. Walker, Mr. Paul, Mr. Jackfon, and feveral 
others, for high treafon) fwore, that he had attefted informations figned by Dunn 
in his prefence, and that he had no doubt of his being able to read and write. 
This was confirmed by Mr. Griffith's clerk, Mr. Paynter, who had feen Dunn 
write his name, and bad alfo feen letters which he believed to have been 
MTittcn by him.— «Two other witnelTes depofed to the fame efFeft. 

Mr. Jones and Mr. Ridgcway, two gentlemen of great worth and refpe^bility, 
ftated that they faw Dunn at the houfe of Mr. Walker's brother, on the i8th 
of March j that Dunn fell upon his knees, and begged Mr. Walker's pardon 5 
faid, that he had injured his character ; that be bad accufid bimfalfely, and that 
he had been ^ri^e</ to do. what he had done ; and that when Mr. Walker refufed 
to be alone with himj Dunn threatened Mr. Walker, and faid, that it Ihould be 
worfc for him. Several other witne0es were called, who proved the other fads 
Jn the indif^ment. 

The Jury fbund Dunn guilty ; jind the fentence of Mr. Juftice Rooke was» 
that he (hould ftand once in the Pillory, and be imprifoned for two years in 
Lan<»fter Caftlq. 

N Perhaps 
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Perhapsit would be open alTo to Mr. Windhim — from the 
tender mercies of whofe recommendation in this inftadce^ 
heaven defend the injured poor ! 

" The indignation excited againfi Mr. Walker, ivas tnuch more 
" fairly imputable to his political opinions^ than to his being a 
" dijfenter.^* This indignation (it muft be remembered) 
broke out into adls of violence and outrage : into attempts 
upon my property and my life. And this is fair, I fuppofe, 
according to Mn Windham, againil a man who thinks for 
himfelf upon the fubjedl of public abufes, and who cannot 
in confcience fubfcribe to Mr. Windhkm's political creed. 
Such is the mode of argument recommended by this logical 
reafoner. Which, it muft be confefled, i^ of a piece with his 
recommendation on the fubjed of the French war : a war 
to be purfued according to him and Mr. Burke ufque ad 
internecionem, to extermination — till revenge fhall be fatiated 
with flaughter, and till there be no viAims to flay — and till 
Jacobinical arguments ftiall be unanfwerably confuted by the 
complete deftrudlion of every man whom they arc pleafed to 
call by the name of Jacobin ; an aera which we may {?S^\y 
fay, will never arrive. I iincerely wifh, however, that 
this may perpetually remain the charadleriftic diftinftion be- 
tween the enemies, and the friends to freedom. — ^May the 
former appeal to force, and the latter to argument 1 

*' // Kwas natural and even juftifiahle for men, to feel indigo 
*f nation againfi thofe ixjho promulgated dodrines, threatening all 
f* that 'was 'valuable and dear in fociety ;'* Mr. Windham did 
,not ftate, becaufe Mr. Windham could not ftate, what doc- 
trines I have ever promulgated of this defcription. I think 
I may venture to fay that I have never propagated any 
dodrines but the do£lrines of peace and good will toward 
men : I have never ventured like Mr. Windham, *' threat- 
ening ail that was valuable and dear in fociety," to juftify 
ads of violence againll my neighbour — ^becaufe he diiFered 
from me in political opiniwt, Mr, Windham, like his friend 

Mr 
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Mr. Burke, deals in aflcrtion. Proofs are not his fort : if 
Tie has them I challenge- him to produce theni ; and I now 
fay to Mr. Windham, // is falji, that I ever promulgated 
dodrines threatening all that is valua ble and dear in So- 
ciety, 

*^ Jfa^t if there ivere not means of redrefs ly la^Wy even 'vio- 
*^ lence ivould he juftijiable.^* One would have thought it 
more becoming a Legiflator to have faid, if there are not 
means of redrefs by law, in God's name, let us haften to 
enaft the law, which fhall give redrefs. Not fo this Member 
of the Britifh Senate, this Law -maker of the Nation — ^who 
(landing up in his place and ^ charadler as a Legiflator, 
unbluftiingly recommends a fyftem of force and violence, 
rather than propofe the means of peaceable reparation. 
Surely, if there be any doftrine which " threatens all that is 
valuable and dear in Society," it is the juftification of a 
recurrence to forcible inflead of peaceable means of re- 
drefiing fuppofed injuries : This is even worfe than at once 
deftroying all the bonds of Society, and turning mankind 
loofc again into a ftate of favage nature, for favages, never 
puniih mere differences of opinion ; they confine their re-> 
venge to real not to fancied injuries; 

*' But ive had lanvs^ therefore ^violence ought to be punijh" 
td'i* If there be laws, againft the crimes of which Mr» 
Windham infi^uates I am guilty. Why did he not move for 
my punifliment? — And if violence ought to be puniflied. 
Why did he defend the rioters who ufed it ?. 

** And on this ground he defended the AJfociations, as tending 
" to prevent ^violence by gi'ving <vigour to the Lafw** . Mr. 
Windham ihould have recoUefted that the cry of the rioters, 
and the cry of the Aflbciators is one and the fame ; Church 
and King, and Down with the jacobins, is equally in vogue 
amongft thefe worthy coadjutors. Exhilarated by the mufic 
of thefe vociferations, Mr. Windham's refpcftable Clients 
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proceeded to attack the perfons and deltroy the property- of 
peaceable citizens, and thus do they tend to prevent violence 
and give vigour to Law ! 

I have taken for granted the accuracy of this fpeech of 
Mr. Windham, as reported in the Parliamenury Regifter : 
becaufe that book is notorioufly a compilation of authority, 
and the account appears with Mr. Windham's name a^ 
length to it. When Mr. Windham fhall difavo\y the text, 
I fhall difavow the comment on this fpecimen of the right 
honourable Gentleman's logical acutenefs and legiflative 
humanity. 

Upon the 20th of December, 1792, the Manchefter Con- 
ftitutional. Patriotic, and Reformation Societies, publilhed 
the following addrefs on Mr. Fox's fpeech therein men- 
tioned. 

'* Manchester Constitutional, Reformation, and 
Patriotic SOCIETIES. 

<^ The Manchefter, Conilitutional, Reformatioii, and Patriotic 
focieties have read with much fatisfadion the reports in the 
public papers of Mr. Fo:('s fpeech in the Houfe of Commons^ 
on the 13th infliant, on the fubjed of the addrefs. 

'* They congratulate the people of Great Briuin^ that the 
diflinguiihed talents of this very able man have been thu9 
honourably employed— *in refutation of the calumnies which 
the enemies of liberty have mofl induftrioufly propagated—* 
in vindication of the public right of political difcuffion— ^ 
in fupporting the manifeft expediency of a redrefs of 
grievances— and above all, the abfolute neceflity of," that 
one thing needful" to our political falvation, a parliamentary 
|LEFoi^M*-^To this fingle point are the efforts of the Maiv- 
chefler focieties dircdledj nor do they wifli to overturn 
any part of the Britiih conflitution, but the prefent in« 
adecjuate and corrupt fyftcm of parliamentary rcprcfentaT 
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tlon: when the will of the people (tall be fairly exprelTed 
in the Honfe of Commons of Great Britain, by means of 
reprefentatives eqoally ele^ed, and under the ilue controul 
of the eledors — ^when no doubt can reafonably remain but 
that a vote of the Houfe of Commons ihall be the voice of 
the nation — ^then, and not till then, will the Manchefter 
focieties be fatisfied — ^then> and not till then, will they relax 
their efforts in this public caufe. 

*' They have obferved with infinite fatis^&ion the numer- 
ous afficiations of the penfioned friends of government, 
againft republicans and levellers no where to be found—- 
againft^^i/itftf/ writings and meetings, and correfpondencies 
which thefe enemies of freedom either cannot, or dare not 
point out-^againft the advocates for equalizing property, 
of whom thefe focieties have never heard, whofe propofitions 
they have never feen, whofe publications, if exifting, they 
have never perufed. For the equalization of rights amongd: 
members of the fame community, they are advocates ; to the 
equalization of property (were it even poffible) they are 
decided enemies. Knowing by hard-earned experience the 
difficulty of obtaining property by the fweat of their brow, 
under the burthen of the numerous taxes which opprefs 
them, they can have no inducement to become the advocates 
of a meafure, fo inconfiflent with the firft objedl of So- 
ciety. 

*' But to thefe Ariftocratic AfTociations, the Mancheftcr 
Conilitutional, Reformation, and Patriotic focieties, feel 
themfelves infinitely indebted. At a time when timid fur* 
mifes, and legal doubts, and courtly obfbcles were thrown 
in the way of focieties convened for the purpofe of political 
enquiry and conftitutional difcuffion, thefe friendly aifo- 
ciates have publickly met for the very purpofes hitherto 
complained of: they have voluntarily obtruded themfelves in 
the gap of danger : they have brought with them the privi- 
lege of law, and the coaotcnance of Government: and 

having 
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Iiaving taken under their own proteftioil me fide ofi Po-i 
litical qucftion, they have fairly fanftioned their antagpn^ 
focietiesy in the free difcufEon and public defence c^ the 
cther- 



*♦ TheManchefter Societies do therefore exhort their fellwr 
citizens to meet peaceably, but firmly, on every convenient 
opportunity, for the purpofe of inveftigating the principle*, 
the advantages, the defefts, and the abufes of the, Conftitu- 
tion under which they live ; that public ignorance and 
' ancient prejudice may no longer ftand in the way of falutary 
"jrefbrmation ; and that every friend to the rights of the 
people may be fully inftrufted upon thofe queftions, whiQh 
may hereafter require his fuffrage and fupport* 

/^ .c The Manchefter, Patriotic, Reformation, and Conftitir* 

tional Societies, arc further defirous of exprefling their 

/ approbation of the Addrefs to the public, from the Society 

/ of the Friends of the People, met at Freemafon's Tavern, 

I the I5^th inftant; that Addrefs the Manchefter Societies 

lave read with great pleafure, and hope the Friends of the 

People will never ceafc their endeavours in the caufe of 

freedom, till a full, complete, and adequate reform be a- 

dopted, in the reprefentation of the Commons of Great 

T Britain. 

*' The Manchefter Societies at this period of public agita- 
tion cannot clofe this addrefs, without fubmitting to the 
public fome brief obfervations on the fubjedl of an im- 
pending war between Great Britain, and France. 

«' They wifh their fellow-citizens to confider, what clafs 
of them (courtiers and contraftors excepted) can poflibly 
be benefited by fuch a meafure? Whether their debt will 
be diminifhed, their taxes lefTened, credit fupported, or 
commerce extended, by war ? Whether the ridiculous pre- 
text of the opening the Scheldt be the true motive, and 

whether 



( 95 ) 

^])etKer the trade and manufa^ures of Great Brkalb wIU 
Aot be moH evidently benefited^ if the port of Antwerp be 
reftored to its priftine ftate ? In thefe queftions the trader 
and the manufadurer are much more deeply intefefled than 
the ftatefman ; and the traders and manufa&arers of whom 
the MancheHer Societies are compofed, cannot feel any im« 
propriety in addrefling thefe queries to their fellow-citizens. 
And as iincere friends to the genuine principles of freedom, 
^ they fcruple not to avow their anxiety, that this country 
may not be inJuced by any courtly nucbinations whatever* 
to join the band of continental defpots> now leagued againft 
the liberties of mankind. 

'' Signed, by order, and on behalf of, the Manchefter 
Conflitutional Society, 

« GEORGE WAKEFIELD, Prefident, 
•* SAMUEL JACKSON, Secretary. 

«* Signed, by order, and on behalf of, the Manchefter 

JKeformation Society, 

'' JOSEPH COOPER, Prefident, 

*' JOHN CHEETHAM, Secretary, 

<« Signed, by order, and on behalf of, the Mancheiler 

Patribtic Society, 

" THOMAS CARPENTER, Prefident. 

« GEORGE M<^. CALLUM, Secretary. 
'^MoMcheJer, Dec. zotb, 1792." 

I recoiled no public adl of the Societies fubfcquent to the 
above date : the Refonhation Society being prevented from y 
meeting at William Gorfe's, whofe houfe was nearly deftroyed 
by the -mob, this Society as well as the Conftitutional and 
Patriotic Societies met at my houfe and warehoufe till about 
the beginning of June, 1 793. At which time commenced the 
proceedings againft the Members of thefe Societies, of which 
the trial before pabliihed contains an account. I proceed, 

there- 
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tlierefore^ now to lay before tbe public fome documents to 
fhevr, why I have termed the proceedings «* a con^iracf* 
on the part of the profecutors. 

The paper figned Sydney, with the word war as the title, 
had fo ftrutk many of the people of Manchefter, that (as is 
faid) feveral of them joined to print a new edition of it, 
adding a kind of introduAory advertifement. In June 1 795 
a member of the Patriotic or Reformation Societies, Benja- 
min Booth, was taken up by warrant from the Rev. Mr. Juf- * 
tice GriiBth, jan. for diftributing this paper. The outline of 
his treatment I have already given in the Appendix to the 
Trial, No. 1 9 ; the detail of which, from compundlion of con- 
fcience, he voluntarily fent to me : it is in his own words, 
as follows : 

*' Mancbefter^ Jttne 20, I793« 
" SIR, 

*' I am happy to i£form you, that I was yefterday liberated^ 
until the feffions, by the bail of Mr. Allen Jackfon and Mr . 
Roberts ; the crime, for which I have been imprifoned, is 
curfingthe King, of which I am fure I am innocent ; but. How 
Ihall innocence itfelf efcape, when a man is permitted, in a 
ftate of very great intoxication, to fwear whatever he pleafes, 
or whatever he may be inftruded ? As this was adoally the 
cafe with Dunn, when he fwore againfl you, Mr. Jackfon, 
Mr. Paul, myfelf, and many others. I can prove this from 
the witnefs of the tafk-mafter of the New Bailey, Dunn's 
own wife, and one Peter Ogden, a private of the third regi- 
ment of dragoons. 

*^ The crime alledged againfl you, is, for curfing the King, 
training men to the military exercife, for the avowed par- 
pofe of affiiUng the French, and ta dethrone the IQng. 
Every effort has been ufed to make me join evidence with 
Dunn ; I was told all the friends of freedom in Manchefter 
were arretted. Mr. Griffith promifed every thing that lay 
in his power; and Mr. Jofeph Hardiiiaii> iaid, fo fiur as 
5 tbe 
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tihfc town of Manchefter could fupport me It fliould ; ht 
fpoke this as a reprcfentative of the lfo«rn. }*arker has been 
employed five or fix days, for the direft purpofe of fepa- 
i-ately intimidating and encouraging niyfelf and rtiy wife : 
every gentleman, that could be thought OA, catoe to forward 
me by their fupport, Mr. Brandt, Mr. Crompton, and fome of 
the officers of the Yorkfhire militia : at the fame time that 
the counfel Who came from London on purpofe to examihe 
Dunn's evidence, threatened, I (hould be tried. 

*' Being put to what fhift I could make to fave myfelf, I 
enquired of Dunn, What evidence be bad gi^ven, and though 
falfe as I know it is^ I faid the fame, three very young chil- 
dren and a wife's diilreifes being continually held up to my 
view. However, comfort yourfelf z.^rA forgt^ve me i 1 was a 
prifoner when I faid this. If it be poffibLe, they will get 
one Oliver Pearfall to j^in Dunn's evidence. I have this day 
drawn out minutes of their treatment towards me, which 
when you fee or hear, you will admire, condemn, and, 1 hope, 
pity me, I am at the houfe of a friend, but fiiall be re« 
nioved. 

- BENJAMIN BOOTH, 
•* Mr, Tbcmas tTaVur, Bate's Hotel, Adelfhi, London.'* 



MINUTES OF BENJAMIN BOOTH. 

*' June 5. Wednefday. Half paft fe^'en, evening. I was 
lirrefted on oath of John Taylor, by Mr. Unite, for a papef 
intitled,WAR, with the preface, and brought to Mr.Paynter's 
office, where Mr. Griffith, jun, was waiting for me. As foon 
as I faw him I thought he Was intoxicated. He faid he was 
forry to fee me ; I had got among a very bad fet ; and it would 
be much better if I would give them up ; he wanted to know 
who was the author or printer. I replied, I knew nothing 
about it. He faid he was fnrprifed that I fhould itiih to 
excite difco ntent in the public mind \ my brother was a^ 
loyal, and as well refpeded as any man in the town \ and 
before this time J bore an excellent charafier; all the time 
O {peaking 
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ipcaking in an encouraging Jlile for me to come into his 
meafures ; but Ending I Was not at all inclined fo to do, lie 
bid me remark he had made noe no promifes ; he then faid 
he fhould demand refpe^bble bail, for 50L each. I fent to 
my brother, who was out : Mr. M^Callum Hepped up to bail 
me for one, he being prefent. Mr. Griffith inunediately 
raifed it to ijol. each, and replied. Now let Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Cooper bail you : you know them, I fuppofe : I re- 
plied, I did, but I did not care for them any more than for 
any other gentleman that I knew. 

«• I was then conduf^ed by Mr. Unite through the moft 
public ftreets in our way to the New Bailey, though I defired 
to the contrary feveral* times. He kept difcourfing -to the 
crowds that it was fuch "people as me who had occaiioned the 
war, and he would expofe me, wilhing at the fame time we 
were all hanged: this was his continual language. Now 
and then the rabble fhouted. We arrived at length at the 
New Bailey, where I ftaid all night. A charge was given 
to the turnkey, that no one fhould fee me, unlefs Mr. Unite 
was prefent. About half paft fix the next day Mr. Unite 
took me to }At. Griffith's, my wife following me. 

" When I arrived there, I ftaid in the lobby ; the parlour 
door was opened, that a number of gentlemen, Mr. Hulmc> 
fen. Mr. Hulme, jun. Mr. Withnall, Mr. Pay nter, Mr. Griffith, 
fen. and fome others, might look at me, Mr. Hulme, jun. 
came out, and took me to a corner of tl\e lobby ; faid^^ h^ 
was forry to fee me, as we had, he believed, been fchool-. 
fellows; faid, I was of a refpe£uble family, all of whon^ 
he knew very well; begged I would not ftand in my 
pwi^ light; begged I would not hurt myfelf for Mr. 
Walker, whom he ^urfed, ^nd faid I was worth fifty 
Mr. Walkers ; Mr. Walker had been the deftruftipn of 
Mr. Matthew Falkner, Mr. Birch, and would be qf many 
others. I replied, I thought Mr. Walker a very worthy 
md refpeOable gentleman. He then Uh me. Mr. Griffith, 

jun. 



jtdtt. tHeha&ed me, if I had hail ready: I bid t tduli 
procure it Toon. I fent out my wife; and in about ten 
minutes Mr. Cheetham, hatter, of Salford, came for one. My 
father-in-law, Griffith, refufed ; Cheetham fent for a friend 
of his. Cheetham went out ; and Paynter fald, by his (Chcet- 
ham's) looks, he was of the fame kidney ; and he thought 
any peribn who entertained the fame principles fhould not 
be allowed to be bail for me : I faid, I thought he was com- 
petent to the fttm» 

" Griffith faid he (hould not take my word ; and any 
perfon who would be bail with me, maft give twenty- 
Ibur hours notice to Mr. Unite; and then it was as he 
plealed whether he would grant bail before the Wednefday 
following, which was next court day* The gentlemen all 
faid, then, that the crowd which was gathered would pall 
me to-pieces: I faid I did not fear them. Mr. Hulme, jun« 
as I was going down the fteps, fhouted out, ** Expofe him 
to the fury of the populace." I turned my head, and (aid, 
«' thank you. Sir.'' I was then conduced by Mr. Unite 
down Hydes Crofs, Hanging-Ditch, CMd Mill«Gate, through 
Market-Phice, St. Ann's-Squate, Toll-Lane, up Dean's-Gate^ 
and down Dolefield; Mr. Unite difcouHing in the fame 
manner he had done the preceding evening, and the boys 
ihouting. We arrived at length at the New fiailey. My 
commitment being made, I was conduced to the Governor, 
and it being about eight o'clock, I was locked up in my 
cell, and went to bed. 

•'June 7. This day I worked at pulling tandlcwick* 
thinking it ufelefs to refift, I did it chearfuUy . About nine 
in the morning my attorney, Mr. Dennett, came to fee me« 
took what circumftances he could down ; faid he would try 
for bail for me on the morrow. 

'« June 8. About half pail nine, Mr. Dejinett faw me ; told 
sne he would procure bail for me this day, if he could f faid' 

O 2 ' the 
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tl|e people- who^ hs^ be^n a&ed would be bail for mp in any* 
thing cUe ; bjit in thU cafe they w^e afraid qf hurti|ig them- 
fclves by being my bondfm^nt 

<« Jane 9. At locking up^ the Governor &id> he had re- 
ceived a charge^ that i^ th^ mormng I ihould be locked up 
two hours longer than the reft, be feparately <;onfined 
daring the time I waa allowed to ftay up* and be put to bed 
two hoars before the refl. This plan was puxfued fom^ 
time. 

'* Jun^ if>* Monday. I was feparatdy confined all day* 

*' June.u. Taefday, I was feparately confined all day. 
My auomf^ oame.aboiit^ten o'clock : I wanted to fpeak in 
private witK him* but was. not fuffercd» Tbe. Governor, 
(hewed him the charge he.had reoeivod ; I faw i| myfelf ; it 
wa? figned «' John Grifith,'* 

"June iz. Wednefday. I was con^ned fepawtely this fore- 
noon. Aboat^one o'clock I was called into court* and libe^ 
raced by tha bail of Mr. Eadon and Mr.M'QiUttm lor 150I. 
each* and mgrfelf in 500I. As foon as I : got home with my 
fnendsy we were in£brme4 by Dumii's wife» that her hafhand 
^ was called up at foar o'docki in the morning, and made to 
drink»by twoliiflimen, (onc^OCallagan, a penfioscar,) who. 
having gotEKinn fufficiently intoxicated, feized him sioag. 
with Mr. Parker and Mr. Shepley, who were waiting, for tli6.> 
purpofe at the White Hart, Bank-top ; from thence they con- 
4a£ked Him to Paynter's, where he drank a bottle of iherry,. 
and kept faying^ he would tell them more, if they would give 
him more to drink. He was at Griffith's the fame day, I 
believe, where he d,raak a bottle of ikrub: (botbGriffitk 
and Paynter told me, after, of this very liqoor.) Shepley. 
faid, Dunn repeatedly faid I was innocent ; but he knew, 
Aid if they would give him . more, hqw^ he would taU them 
more. 

'•^Abo«; 
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« About eleven o'clock this fame evening, I was again 
^rrei^ed at my own door, charged u^n the oath of Dunn 
with curfing the King, and wifhing it was in my power, f 
would guillotine him ; which was ever far from my thoughts ; 
Ukewife with lending him (Dunn) the Addrefs to the Ad- 
di-eflers. This pamphlet Dunn took from my houfeon Sun^ 
day, Juae 2d, without permiffion, but in my iigkt« I was 
took by Mr. Parker, who had many attendants, from whosa 
I afterwards learnt I was picked out of many that Dunn hal 
accufed, and Griffith ordered my warrant to be ferved this 
Dight. We went down to the New Bailey, where I ftaid in 
the Star Chamber all night. 

*« June 13. Thutfday. About eight o'clock this morning 
the taik-mafter came into the^tar-chamber, and faid, " What ! 
are you here again? I anfwered> yes. He faid, what are 
you come for now ^ I anfwered, for a moft falfe and fcanda- 
I0U8 lie, apon the oath of a drn&ken man. He faid> What I 
the man who came laii night ? I faid, his name is Dunni 
and hft anfwered, yes ; he faid, why he was drunk when he 
came here ! I faid, are yon fure ? He anfwered, yes, I wili 
take my oath of it. This was all in the prefence of Peter 
Ogden, a piivate in the third regiment of dragoons, now 
lying in MancheAer, who was in the Star Chamber for taking 
a recruit to another regiment. I fhould here mention, the 
taik-mafter faidj that Griffith gave orders that Dunn fhould 
lie. in a good bed, have whatever he pleafed, and go 
wherever he chu&d within the gates, and be treated with all 
the civility he could be. 

*^ I this afternoon faw my wife, who told me Mr. 
Kchard Walker faid I fbonld be ba^ed in the mof ning. Aboue 
fix o'clock, Mr. Dennett came, faid, I mnik make my-» 
felf eafy for a few days, as Mr. Grif&th refufed to bail me, 
H&til Wednefday next. My wife likewife told me Mr. Tho* 
mas Walker was fent after to London, Mr» Jackfbn was run 
away, and many others had done the fame ; and there were 

warrants 
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warmnts'^ againf! M<^CalIain, Smith, Cheet&am, Mitchell^ 
Paul, Barrett, and as many as were known to be members of 
any of the Societies* 

*' My heart was very low: about ten o'clock, Mr. 
Parker came into the Star-chamber, related, that my bro- 
ther was almoft fretted to. death upon my account. As 
he (my brother) and himfelf (Parker) had heard Mn Griffith 
lay he would refufe to take bail for me upon any account. 
He faid, if I would fVep forward and declare all I knew of 
the bufmefs he would be bound himfelf, nay, he would even 
bring Mr. Jofeph Hardman to give me his bond, that the 
whole town of Manchefter would fupport me. My wife and 
frmily (hould be well provided for by the town, myfelf re- 
fpe£ted and fuppoxted in every thing I wiihed to undertake, 
and himfelf and my brother would» if I owed any thing, pay 
it for me. He told me, Mr. Griffith was waiting for mp : I 
then followed him into the Turnkey's apartment, where was 
Mr. Griffith, Mr. Jofeph Hardman, Mr. Paynter, and feve> 
ral others. Mr. Griffith then alked me if I had any baH. I 
anfwered, I thought I ihould have in the mornings but it 
was very late. He faid « Oh ! well t;hen,'* and immediately 
figned my commitment* Mr. Jofeph Hardman then faid, he 
koped, I (hould conftder the dtuation I was in ; he was forry 
to fee me in it ; faid, if I would ftep forwaxsL, and declare 
what I knew, he would fupport me as far as he was 
able for my Eunilies fake* Mr. Griffith faid, he would do 
the fame moil willingly, but my confeffion muft be free, and 
I Ihould not confider what Mr. Jofeph Hardman ^and he had 
&id as any promifes* I told him, I had fupported what I 
thought was right, and it Ihould be convidion <Kily ihould 
vake me change £des. I would hear what any one had to 
&y upon the fubjed, and I would confult with my wife aiki 
other rdatioas* It was granted, that my wife fhould fee me 
the next day, as alfo 4ny brother ; he then gave the Taik« 
siafler oxdexs to treat mc civilly. 

Friday. 
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«« Friday, June 14. This forenoon I was feparately con- 
fined. At noon the Governor let me have the libert/ 
to walk in the front of his ofiice: Parker had been with 
me alone in the forenoon : he faid, Cheetham, Mitchell, 
and M<Cailand, were joined in evidence with Dunn, and I 
had but a few hours to determine whether I would fuffer 
myfelf, or fave from infamy and deftraftion my three 
children, my wife and myfelf, and leave thofe, whofc 
property would defend them, to take care of themfelvcs, . 
Mr. Hill advifed me to do the fame. The Tafk-mafter, 
likewife my brother, Mr. Withnall, who is an attorney, ' 
declared that the crime of which Walker and Paul vrexc 
accufed, was High Treafon, and, therefore, every one pre- 
fcnt, where High Treafon was, were all principals, there 
could be no acceffaries : begged I would fave myfelf, and 
faid all the town would rcfpeft and fupport me. — 1 then faw 
my wife, and wrote a letter to Mr. Griffith, fignifying if in- 
demnification would be granted, I would come forward as 
evidence, fupport tho King and Conflitution, and our moll 
excellent form of Government, and do my utmoft to bring to 
juftice any one who fliould either openly or fecretly oppofc 
the fame. — ^This letter was took by the Tafk-mafter, who re- 
turned, that no indemnification could be granted, " but if I 
was to be hanged, he (Griffith) would be hanged for nie,'* 
ftruck his breaft, and faid poor man ! poor man ! being 
feemingly convinced that my confcience accu%d me of hav- 
ing done wrong before time. This was the report which 
the Tafkmailer gave me, 

*' About nine o'clock Mr. Griffith, Mr. Jofeph Hardman, 
Parker, and Mr. Paynter came ; as we were in the Tafk- 
jjnafter's parlour fome wine was brought in two decanters j 
we drank the. King and Conftitution ; Griffith afked me 
very inany queftions about a bit of paper, which Mr. Walker 
had in his hand, tore it, and laid, " I would as foon 
guillotine him as tear this bit of paper.'* This I poii^ 
tively denied ever having heard or feen : he replied, No, 
PO; DuQii giyes a very full evidence.— Mr. Jofeph Hard- 
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nan bid me recoIle6l, if I could not rememTier a trani^ 
a^ion of that kind« I anfwered I never remembered any 
fuch a cirCumHance. Many other queftions againfl Paul 
and Walker were put to me. Mr. Griffith faid he wanted 
the great men ; he wanted " to pick his birds.*' — ^Hardman 
feeing the perplexity of my mind dcfired Griffith to gor 
home : both Griffith and Paynter feemed to be intoxicated : 
Griffith faid I had faid nothing at all ; I knew more, and 
lie would not be trifled with: (though I faid more than 
what was true) they then departed, and left me to a night 
of tjlie greateft anguifh of mind I ever had ejcperienced. 

" Saturday, June 15th.— After a fleeplefs night, I ram- ' 
Ued, having permiffion, round the gardens, tiO about 
ten o'clock ; when Parker came, who told me my brother 
and Hallows fet off the evening before to Liverpool, when 
RO doubt they would takeM^^Callum and Smith. Mr. Richard 
Walker, he faid, fet out about twelve o'clock at night to 
London ; Mr. Thomas Walker was in cuHody in London : it 
would be a yery nice matter to get myfelf admitted evi* 
dence, he rcprefented ; as Mr. Griffith was in no wife fa- 
tisfied with what I faid: he was convinced I fcreened 
Walker, and he expedled my evidence to be as full as 
Dunn's, as Dunn faid, I knew more than he did : he then 
faid how much interefted Mr. Jofeph Hardman, Mr. Pa3m- 
ter, Mr. Withi^I, himfelf, and very many gentlemen were 
in my ^vour, now they faw I fhould prove myfelf a 
loyal and honeft man to my King and Country ; told me, 
to recoiled! every circumflance I could before the evening, 
when Mr. Griffiths and others would come down, and if 
my account pleafed, my pardon fhould be wrote lor. — This 
day I had permiffion to fee my wife ; (but he kad talked 
to her before, as I underftood afterwards) whom, however, 
I muft not fpeak to, unlefs he was prefent, and no whifpering 
was allowed ; about eleven o'clock a perfon who I under- 
ftood was Counfellor Hay, or ibme name like it, came : 
he heard what Dunn faid, then what I (aid; faid Duim 
and me fhould not be allowed to communicate oar depo- 
5 fitions 
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fitions to eacK other: but this counfel wai not followed^ 
Griffith and another gentleman was prefent.— •Counfellor 
Hay looked at the papers, books, and pamphlets ; wanted 
to know how many conftituted the meeting, and hoviT 
many men in Walker's employ were there the firft night : 
not being certain, we conje^ured fifteen members ; he 
faid very little: as foon as he was gone, Parker and my 
wife came, to whom as before I muft fay nothing in 
private. Parker went up with my wife, to fee what was 
in M^^Calhim's trunks. 

''About half paft nine Griffith and Paynter came : (Parker and 
my wife came before) I told them, i was very eager to fupport 
them. I had deiired Parker to ftop M^Callum's trunks, and, if 
anybody diredled them, he and Smith might be found by that 
means. Defired them to fend to Sheffield, and fearch 
Gales*s fhop, and I was fure they might have fomething 
againft him, and alfo to attack Mr. William Camage, 
who I faid was Secretary to the Conftitutional Society^ 
and if he, his books, &c. could but be got^ they would open 
a vail field of information to them. 

** My pardon was fent for this night ; I did not read the letter> 
but Griffith told me it was for it, and Ifaw him fign it. Seeing 
me fo zealous in their caufe, I was ordered to board with the 
Tafk-mafter, to have a moderate allowance of drink, but 
not to make Dunn jealous. — This was Mr. Griffith's order, 
who related when Dunn was at his houfe, he drunk a 
whole bottle of fhrub except one glafs. Paynter faid, he 
had drunk the /Mne dcy a bottle of (herry at his houfe, 
and the Tafk-mafter remarked " it was no wonder he was 
fo very drunk that night then." Griffith replied, laughing, 
" But I believe he had drank all day and began szx"^ 
early." Paynter faid. Yes. Griffith faid, I had not come 
ijip to Dunn's evidence : I muft think on fomething more j 
it was of no ufe what I had faid. After a deal of common 
difcourfc, they went away about twelve o'clock, and I im- 
mediately went to bed. 

JP - «< Sunday, 
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*« Sunday, June 16. I walked round the gardens almoft 
^1 forenoon : about four o'clock, Mr. Jofeph Hardjnan, Mr. 
Brandt, and many others came ; Hardman told them, I would 
now be an honeft man.— ^Brandt iaid I had ferved him; I 
was an honeft fervant, but too ftifF. I faid I was ftiff enough 
at fometimes : he faid it might be caiily looked over when 
a man was honed ; he had no other fault to find with me ; 
Hardman faid I fhould gain a deal of refpeft by acting the 
part I did. They then went away. 

" Parker then cfme (faid my wife and fifter, whom he 
had feen would vifit me this evening, but as it was very wet, 
I did not fee them this day.) He (laid tea and we all drank it 
together, Parker, Dunn, myfelf, and the Taik-mafter, and 
family : he departed foon after, and I went to bed foon : his 
(Paiker's) difcourfe was the old over again. 

" Monday, June 17. — ^Parker was with me by ten o'clock, 
faid, Mr. GriiEth was convinced I fcreened Walker ; he told 
me, I was doing myfelf an injury by fo doing : they did not 
want to take Walker's life; but fomething which would 
fubjeft him to fine and imprifonment ; as they knew it was 
him and others like him, who had led the ignorant, aftray, 
and they did not wilh to hurt any poor man : he bid me re- 
member what I could to Criminate Walker, and repeated 
again they did not want to touch his life ; he reminded me 
of the advantages I ihould reap, and of the dangerous 
fituation I fhould leave myfelf in, if I could not declare 
what would be thought fufficient to form an evidence for the 
crown. 

'* Tiiefday, June 18. — This morning, very foon, Parker 
came down : he particularly defired me to be ferious : told 
me I Ihould fee a perfon, who I had never feen before ; faid 
upon the account I gave my life depended, — The Tafk-maf- 
ter came to me ; and faid, if I did not declare to the full ex- 
tent of my knowledge I moil certainly fhould be hanged, as 

S my 
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my pardon was denied, and a perfon was come down, fent 
for the purpofe by Government, to examine Dunn'^ evi- 
dence, and hear what I had to fay. 

• '* I now applied to Dunn to know what evidence he had 
given; who faid that he had declared that the So^ 
cieties were formed for the purpofe of learning the 
ihanual exercife, to affift the French to ered a form of Go- 
vernment on a frefh foundation, and to abolilh Kingly 
power. He had fwore againft Walker, that he had faid hs 
would as foon guillotine the King, as tear that bit of 
paper ; this he faid Walker had in his hand, when he made 
the expreiiion, and had been difcourfmg on the eiFe£ls of 
war to this country; faid, that he had fwore likewife, that 
at Walker's, men learned the manual exercife, to affift the 
French, fhould they land: and that from feven to twenty 
every meeting, at leaft, up to the fix weeks laft pail, did learn 
it for that very purpofe : and that Oliver Pearfall was the firft, 
who did learn it them ; and if I would not join his evidence, 
Oliver Pearfall muft be fent for. Againft Paul, he fwore, that 
when the addrefs from the united Irithmen addreffed to the 
people of Scotland was read, he (Paul) did fay how much 
he paid for an eftate there, and faid it was to fupport the 
Lord Lieutenant, who was King, and had 3000I. per annum, 
that he curs'd the King and all Kings, and faid, if Scotland* 
would join Ireland, it would take the foldiers, and if the 
French landed he would affift them. Againft Mr.Jackfon, 
George M^^Callum, Smith, Barrett, and myfelf, he fwore, that 
we curfed the King, and wiftied to guillotine him. 

" Here the perfon fpoke of, appeared with Griffith ; he exa- 
mined Dunn. Whilft he was doing fo, the Talk-mafter, who I 
believe did it out of charity to me, exhorted me, " for God's 
fake, and my family, to join Dunn's evidence,*' as did alfo 
Parker, who went into the parlour again. When Dunn's exa- 
mination was finifhed,! was called up ; the perfon faid he would 
tell me his opinion; which was, he thought! ftiould be tried^ 
bu( if I chofe to fay any thing, he would take it down ; but it 
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would neither do me good nor harm. ■ I then Mil wonid 
let him know what I had to fay upon the bufinefs.— Here ht 
wrote down what I iaid, which if it never appears I hope 
my friends will excufe my relating, and if it ever docs, I 
declare it was the extorted efforts of a poor man to fave 
himfelf and family, as I thought then, from Ihame and mi- 
iery ; encouraged thereto by the promifes of perfons, whom 
even then I held in abhorrence, but thought I had no refuge 
elfe ; I accidentally faw Mr. Paul, who aiTured me I fhould 
be fupported. I almoft bleiTed my imprifonment, and I am 
convinced, it was the Almighty's doing, that I m^ht ac- 
quaint my friends of' what they were accufed ; and by hav- 
ing alone ftuck to truth, in the minutes I have penned, I 
hope the counfel for myfelf and friends will be able to defeat 
thefe vile machinations. 

*' Wednefday, June 19. — This day about noon I was libe- 
rated until the Seffions by the bail of Mr. Allen Jackfon and 
Mr. Roberts. But fo anxious are thofe agents of the devil who 
would wiih for the gratification of their revenge even at the 
expence of perjuring the accufers, and taking away the life 
of the innocent, that I am informed, conftables ilopt every 
bridge to take me for fomc new crime of which I know no- 
thing. 

« BENJAMIN BOOTH." 



The detail of the treatment of Oliver Pearfall has already 
been given in the Appendix to the Trial No. 18. • I have 
only to add, that the Deputy Conftable therein mentioned, 
who informed Pearfall of one perfon who had received 
twelve guineas for his teftimony, and was gone home again, 
was Kinnaftofl, the joint witnefs with Dunn upon the trial* 



* It would be unneceflary to enlarge, hi this publication, oa any circinn- 
fttnces) or particulars; that have ailreaaj been related ia Oie Tkial, or in the 
ArrsKPixto&. 

And 
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And that Callaghan therein mentioned has deckred> that lie 
had been applied to, to join Dunnes evidence, which he would 
have done, had it gone only to fine and a little imprifonment; 
but that when he found there was n^eant to be blood in the 
cafe, he would have nothing to do with it. 

Some time about this period was fold in the fireets of Man- 
chefter the following hand-biU, in which the reader will le* 
^inark the merciftd intention of the concluding paragraph :«— 

«* Some PARTICULARS relating to a NEW DISCOVERY, 
<which contains an Account of the Accomplices of 
Tom Paine's Journeymen, nuho ivere taken hf 
Warrmnti and committed to Prifon on Friday laft^ 

«' The great number of bills that have been circulated in 
Manchcfter, fince the apprehending X)f Tom Paine's Jour- 
neymen, has given rife to a fufpicion, that a Conflitutional 
Society of this town muft have had fome concern in it, 
therefore it was thought neceffary (in order to prefervc 
peace, and in future prevent fuch proceedings,) to invef. 
tigate the fociety ; in which were found fome books and 
papers, which were immediately feized, and yefterday 
feveral of the members were taken into cuilody, and com- 
mitted to prifon. 

** The charges to be brought forward againft them, are, 
it is believed, of a very ferious nature.— The affair has 
caufed much converfation in the town, and no fmall buftle 
with thofe concerned in it, as meafures are purfuing that 
will bring the bufinefs to a fpeedy conclufion, and, it is 
c]icpe£ied, to the fatis&dion of the public at large. 

^ From this circumftance, there is reafon to fufpeft that 
the COOPER (who was lately in fuch full bufinefs) will 
now be out of employ ; alfo the black cat be driven from 
the family j and the two famous walkers (who are alio 

related 
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related to the above) be (hortly overtaken; and Jhould 
ttfher of thefi fedeftrians meet tvitb an antagonift mjhoje abilities 
mrjkperior, fo as to hurry them" from this flage of life, no expence 
tffdJ he Jpared to have them interred in a manner fuitoBle to their 
ehara^er, as a Paul // already got, and a room is to be upholftered 
nmtb black faper^^^ 



Benjamin Booth being indidled and tried at tHe ManchefEer 
Seflions in July, 1793* was convided on the fole teflimany 
cf Thomas Dunn, of damning the King. His teflimony was 
diredly contradidled l>y Booth's filler. As the examinations 
of Dunn and of this woman contain fome curious fads I 
lere prefent them to the reader* 

THOMAS DUNN> 
Cfofs-^xamined by Mr. Llo y d» 

j^. What are you i^ 

A* A weaver. 

il^ Where did you come from ? What part of Ireland f 

Ji> From Athlone in the county of Weftmeath. 

j^ How long have you been in Manchefter ? 

jf. About three years. 

j^: What was your bufinefs in Ireland ? 

A. A weaver, 

Sl^ Did you leave a wife in Ireland ? 

A She came after me a few weeks* 

J5s Did you leave one wife in Ireland ? 

A. She followed me £ome time after. 

^Wa$ 
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!^ Was yott ever employed by the Eaft India Company I 

J. No. 

^ Was you ever employed as a crimp ? 

• ^, No, . 

•^ Not to pick up foldiers ? 

J. No. 

^ I believe you are not a Proteftant ? 

ji. No— ye*— I was a Roman Catholic. 

^ Was yon exconmiunicated £rom the Roman CatSioIS^ 
church ? . 

J, No, I defy any perfen to prove it. 

^ How long have you been acquainted with Booth ? 

^ Seven or eight months particularly. 

^ Who were prefent at his houfe with M<=Callttra and 
Smith ? Were his wife and Mer in the room ? 



! J. Yes. 



^ Yqu went there at fix o'clock ? 

J. Yes. 

^ You fcnt for Burton ale f 

^. Ye?.' 

J^ This Burton ale is very ftrong. You dra^k freely of it? 

J. Yes. 

^ You never have been baptia'd > • 

Ji. No. 



* Vide the Trial, to which this is a Sequel^ page i6. wiiere Dunn ^wore 

that thii quefiioA had ntver becA aiked him. 

^ You 
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^ YoQ joined in wi&ing the French iucceft ? 

J. Yes— and am fbriy for it. 

^ You were no friend to Kings, then f 

J. No» but have changed my principles* 

^ How long have you lived in the New Bailey ? 

^. Six weeks. 

^ You fnrely was not accufed of any crime: Did yoa flay- 
in prifon by your own CQufent f 

A. No. I was taken up for circulating a ieditioos paper 
on War, an Addrefs to Manchefler, figned Sydney. 

^ At that time you loved a little fodition ? 

A. Yes. 

^ I am told you were not very ihy at that time in Q»eak- 

ing. Did you bring thefe principles from Ireland ? 

^. No. 

^ You don't recoiled how mnch you had drank from fix 
to twelve o'clock I 

A. No. 

^ You fix the precife time the words were fpoken, about 
ten o'clock, and ftaid drinking till twelve I 

A. Yes. 

' ^ Was the previous converfation about the Fail day f 

A. I don't recoiled, I drank Thomas Paine's health: we 
difapproved of the Faft day. 

^ What was you charged with, when you jn$ tftken 
up? 

A. With circulating the war paper, and wis taken before 
the magifirate. 
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j^ And you immediately gave inforxnation— did yoa 
drink fome ihrab and wine ? 

A. I did not drink (hrub and wine> but fome good porter; 
it was the next day I drank fhrub. 

^ Did you fend for tie porter yourfclf ? 

A. No. 

J^ Did you drink the porter before you turned evidence ? 

A. Before and after I turned evidenco— *I had it from the 
man who took me up. 

^ Had you a good deal of porter ? 

A. Pretty well of it. 

J^ How long after you were taken up> did you turn evic* 
dence ? 

A. Immediately on my being taken up I turned evidence, 
I had refolved to do h a month before I was dete^ed. 

^ Was you drunk when you fully refolved to turn in- 
former ? 

A. No. After I turned informer, I got pretty forward in 
liquor ; ' at moft times I am fond of liquor. 

i^ You was then brought here ? 

A. Yci. 

J^ And have been confined ever fince ? 

A. Yes, feven weeks next Wednefday. 

^ Has there been any promife made you that you fliould 
W releafed, if Booth ia conviQed ? 

A. No. 

O ^Havc 
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^ Have yoa been confined in the cells ? 

jf. I have been three or four times in the council chamber. 

^ Was you fet to watch the bridge ? 

J. At the time Mr. Paul was here, to fee who came to fee 
him, and who would not. 

^ Then you had the cuftody of Mr. Paul ? 

J. No. 

j^ Though you fay you had no promife, don't you expedl 
to be let out if Booth is convided ? 

J. No. 

^ When was you difcharged ? 

J. Mr. GrifRth there (pointing to the bench) delired me 
to flop, and faid I was no prifoner. 

^ Do you know M^^Callum's dog ? ^ 

J. Yes. 

^ Did you get any thing by that trick ? 

[Here Mr. Lloyd nuas iniirruftti ly tht Comiftlfor tbi 
Prejecutioft.2 

^ Did you drink wine at Mr. Payntcr's f 

jf. I don't recoUedl any thing of it. 

MARY BOOTH, 
Cro/s-examneJ i^ M r . Top ping. 

J^ Was " God fave the King" fung that night, or what 
were the fongs ? 

J. I don't recolIcA. 
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^ Wlien did yoa mention any thing of thefe trtnfaftiont ? 

A. LaftTharfday. 

^ Wliere was it you told Mr. Dennett thefe words ? 

A, I went to Mr. Dennett, becaufe Dunn had faid thefe 
words on the Faft day, and I had heard Dunn had fworn 
them againft my brother, and Mr. Parker told me Dunn had 
fworn the contrary—that was contrary to the truth. 

,i^ When? 

A. On Saturday/ afternoon, Parker came to my houfe the 
Saturday afternoon, the fecond time after my brother was 
taken up, and told me, Dunn had fworn againft my brother, 
and that it wbuld go very hard with him, and defired I 
would ftrain my memory to affift my brother, for to fay 
fomething againft Mr. Walker, that would either hang him, 
or drive him the country, and (aid, that was all they want- 
ed, and he was fent up from the juftices at the >lew- 
Bailey. 

^ Who was prefent when this converfation took place ? 

A. Mr. Parker and myfelf. 

JOHN PARKER. 
Examifud hyViYk.lMtiXQ^ Bayley. 

^ When was Binjamm Bovib apprehended ? 

A. On Wednefday the i ath of June. 

^ What did you do, or where was you on the Saturday 
afterwards ? 

A. A few days after I went to Booth's fifter, to defire her, 
if ihe knew any thing refpe£dng the buiinefs of Binjamm 
Bootb, to relate it. 

Qj i^Did 
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i^ fKd yoo BiMition amy thfaig rcfpeaing Mr. WJkhrf 

A. Something nvasjaid, But I Mt recolU3 vutm. 

^ Did you defire Ker to recollcAi-«telling chit vonan to 
ftma her mt mory ? 

^. No. 

^ Did ym tdl her, that you waj ordered by the ipagif- 
trates to fay any thing to her ? 

J. No. 

^ Did you (ay that her tfftimojiy mi^ht have an eiFeft 
to drive Mr. W4dkir out of the cowKry f 

^. No. 



Mr. ThmMOi Bttittrvmtb Bi^lef, thp <h»kmam of the Mhn* 
ckefter SciBons, gave ftreiigth Do farW$ mdei^pe in hit ^wn 
favour, by declaring, after Parker had been examined, that his 
knew him very well, and that he (Parker) was as refpefUble 
a man as any in Manchefter ; which declaration i underfhuid 
had great weight with the Jury. A geotlexSiA who was 
prefent whilft Booth was tried, and who had a very indiffer- 
ent opinion of Parker^ afked Mr. Btv^lty, during the fitting 
cf the courtt what knowledge he had af Parker ; Mr. Bayley 
replied, he knew nothing ef bimy hut frpm ofien feeing him in 
that court, and that he appeared to he an aSi'veJpecial conftahle** 

The Rev. Mr. Griffith, junior, told a perfon, through whom 
it comes to me, that Duim was » long time iie&re he would 
lay any thing, but that, he (Griffith) out with a decanter of 
ftrong Hollands gin, or flirub, and made the dog drank, and 
then he began to open: that he ihewed him (Dunn) his 

■■*i**- ' » i M ■ ■—.ww w W i ■i mw w 1«i J T M I » W M ' " * * * ' » ' 

* Soon after Parker gare thh eridenee, he b«pane infWvent $ tad wider 
ciicumftances which wane very far from juftifylng the dtaoiftfr £9 pahlkfft 
glvea hisn by Mr. Juftice BayUy^ 

examination 
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examination when he came to himfelf^ and that he had 
always flood to it fincc. The fame pcrfon has alfo heard the 
reverend nwigiftrai9 declare that he would not leave Walker 
a pair of Iboes — he would ruin him. In conformity to this, 
Griffith, junior, has alfo declared in the prefence of other 
perfons, his rcfiditicd to ftab Walker, and that he would 
Mng him if poflible. His treatment of Dttnn is farther 
corroborated by the (oHovfing decUration.-* 

William Robinfon, Talk-mafter, at the New Bailey p.rifon, 
lays, when Thomas Dunn was placed under his core by the 
He verend John Griffith, his orders were to Juimoitr and in- 
dulge htm in any thing he ha4 a mind to drink : he, there- 
fore, kt him have wine, rum, HoUandfi* beer, porter, &c. 
his orders were alfo that te ibonld dine at the Ta&rnafter's 
table, have a good bed, &c. and Dunn's wife frequently 
lay with her hufband in the faid prifon; fays, Dunn frequently 
firot drunic, and at that time always wanted more liquor, than 
he thought proper to give him : Dunn would then be exceed- 
ingly alntiive, and frequently got ILqnor from the Tnrnkey*- 
Dunn boarded with the Tafk-mafler from the 13 th of June to 
the 6th of Auguft, 179}, nearly the whole pf which time he 
fays, DttBii cpnfidered himfelf a prifoner ; fays, Dunn borrowed 
of the governor, Mr. Funuval, eleven fliillings, in the name 
of John Griffith> but dpn't know whether the governor hae 
been paid a^g^ain pr net. Robinibn (kys, Dunn wanted him to 
charge two guineas a week for Ms board end liquor, and tb 
give him a ihare of the overplus money ; fays, Dunn did not 
receive the prifon bread, Griffith gave Robinfon orders to 
let him have at leaft four or five pints of beer or porter be- 
fides other liquors per d«y. Dunn had alfi> ten (hillings in 
money pf Robinfon, which were paid him as part of the faid 
bill for Dunn's bo^ard and liquors, alfo for wine, eating and 
liquor for Parker, Dunn and Booth, aixd for Dunn's and Booth's 
wives, ^mpuntiDg in the whole to £. lo. 6s. 6d. 
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COPY of the BILL. 

** The Rev. Mr. John Griffith, D'. Manchefter. 
*• In account with Wm. Robinfon, Tafk-raafter. 

*' To board wages for Thomas Dunn« from June 

the 1 3th, to Auguft 6, 1793 - - - 7 16 o 
** Ordered for Mr. Parker, Mrs. Booth, &c. 

to wine - - - - - 0.5P 

" To porter - - -^ - 046 

** To viduals for Mrs. Booth * - 020' 

** To ditto for Mr. Parker • - -020 

** To fmall beer, paper, and candles - -010 
" To Benjamin Booth's board four days - 0100 

** To wine for Booth's, Dunn% &c. wives - 026 



^•930 
*^ On Dunn's account to be added « - 136 



'* New Bailejf, Aug* jth» 1 795.'* 



jf. 10 6 6 



Wm. Robinfon was paid the above account, in a check upon 
PeePs bank, by Mr. Simpfon, in Brown-ftreet, ** Trcafurer 
*' of an Affociation for prefcrving Conftitutional Order and 
** Liberty, as well as Property, againft the various efforts 
** of Levellers and Republicans, entered into at Manchefter* 
** the I ith day of Dec. 1792.** 

Robinfon lays, when he firfl faw Dunn, it was at John Griffith's^ 
and Dunn was then drunk. Griffith told Robinfon, that Dunn 
had then drank a bottle of ihrub, pr iherry, but he don't re - 
member which. Dunn told Robinfon, he thought of going to 
America, and they had difappointed him, otherwife he fhould 
not have done any t^ing of this kind, meaning, fwearing 
againft Walker, Paul, or others : he then faid, he wifhed he was 
dead : he alfo told Robinfon he was to have had his place as 
Tafk-mafter at the New Bailey, but for his having to appear 
I in 



( 119 ) 

in eridente againft Walker> Pad, Collier, Jackfon* an4 
others, and tliat it would look bad if he had it. Robinfon 
fays, Dunn hurt hb fingers, and defired his wife to give him 
a little rum to bathe them; fhe brought out a bottle nearly 
full ; but Robinfon being called away, Dunn Hole the rum, 
and drank it. As foon as Mrs. Robinfon miffed the rum, fhe 
went into Dunn's room, and accufed him with ftealing the 
rum, and aflced him, if he was not afraid it would kill him ; 
he anfwered, he wiflied it would, for he wiihed he was dead. 
Dunn was not well for two or three days after. Robinfon 
iays, his face feemed inflamed and red the next day. As Ro- 
binfon was ordered to indulge Dunn in every thing, he had 

cave to go with him to Blakely Rulh-burying, or wake. 
Dunn ordered five fhillings worth of liquor, and placed the 
reckoning to John Griffith. Robinfon thinks the landlord's 
name is Travis, but is not fure ; it was a publick houfe on 
the left hand fide. Robinfon enlifted Dunn at that houfe to 
caufe others to enlift ; fays, he enliHed two other men, but 
Griffith let them off. Robinfon was, and is, a recruiting fer- 

geant, (that is, he has beating orders,) but at this time, was 

alfo Tafk-mafler at the New Bailey prifon. 

It appears, however, that Dunn had other refources than 
his friend the Rev. Juftice. He applied one time in particu- 
lar at Mr. Jofeph Hardman's (then one of the chief con. 
ilables of the town, and the perfon fo frequently mentioned 
\n. Booth's narrative) for a little money, and (aid, he could do 
with ten guineas for the prefent. Whether he had it or not 
I do not know, as Mr. Jofeph Hardman was at that tim^ in 
London. 

The adUvity of this Reverend Magiftratc feems to have 
obtained him much credit with the High Church Party in 
Manchefter, and its neighbourhood : fome of whom, in tef* 
timony of their approbation, publiihed the following adver- 
tifement in Harrop's Mancheiler Mercury of July 9tb, 
1793. 

«« Sal/orJ, 



• •. , 
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*^M/mrJ, Jufysp i79|. 

<» At a meeting of the Society fot proteftiftg Liberty ani 
^ Property ^m Republieins and Lerellers^ held at Mr. T. 
^ Hardiiiaii*s> Cit>wii and Cdhion, 

* It was onaninioiilly refelved, 

<* That the thanks of this Society be tnnfinitted to the 
*• Reverend J. Gri£th# M. A. one of his majeily's jv^ces 
<* of the peace, for his laudable exertions in brii^ing t» 
^ jiiilice thofe who in any wife offend againft our moft ex-» 
«* cellent form of Govemment* and that the following letter 
** be printed in both the Manchefter papers, and Bgocd by 
** the chairman* 

« Sir, 

** Traly lenible of the many blciliigs we enjdy nnder osr 
« prelent ^ftabliflied form c^ Govmuneiit* and likewift 
** being IbUy perfiiaded of the adTantages and atiBly, wlncli 
^ moft naturally enibe fitaA the Magiftracy being properiy 
•« fupported* 

«* At a Soeiety whkh is fonnded M titie CoftAitittioBal 
« principlcs--^eff«Ht «9> Sir, to teiify omt adMtfwk^t^ 
«< meat to you, fbi- yonr very aUe> fpiriied, and landaMtf 

* exertiRms in bringing to Mght the hiddeti views of Ae in^ 
<* veterate fees of this contiy* and by yonf indtfitigabla 
** exertions have afanOft entirely rooted them out. 

« Wc think it our duty, thus pnblickly to dedai^ Oo^ 
** lentiments, and acknowledge that through your a^vity 
^ and juffly admired fpirit, the Odious crew of evil de- 

* figning men, plotting to fubvert oar much admind Go- 
^ venmcnt, and fubftitnte Anarchy and Cofifnfion, have 
^ been cntirdy fhiftnted, and their vile and wicked de« 
« figns brought to light. 

** We 
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" Wc are ready on all occafions to ftep forward and 

«« Support the Magiftracy, and bring to jufticc all thofe 

I «* who wickedly, and maliciouily, offend againft our moil 

j ** excellent form of Government.'* 

"JOHN GILLER, Chairman." 



During all thefe proceedings, although the Reverend 
Do6lor Griffith, alfo a Magifb-ate, the father of the Juftice 
fo often mentioned, did not take a very public, he certainly 
did not take a very idle part. He has been heard to declare^ 
that if they (meaning his party) could but get Buller (mean* 
ing Judge Buller) down, they (hould get fome of them 
(meaning myfelf and the other defendants) hanged. 

The warrants iifued againft myfelf and fome of the other 
defendants, whofe Trial I have already publifhed, being for 
high treafbn, it is reafonable to conclude, that the Reverend 
sMagiftrate, in the common courfe of his duty, • would tranf- 
init an account of the buiinefs to his Majefty's Secretary of 
State. 

That he did fo is prefmnable from: Mr. Shelton the clerk 
of the Arraigns f being fent down to Manchefter to take 
depoiitions. Mr. Secretary Dundas, at leaft, could not ho 

• Vi4e Barn's Juftice, Article Ticaibn. 

-f KCr. Sbelfion was, I tm infonned, at Mr. Nathaniel Milne^s^ one of the 
stents far the piofecution againft myfelf and the other defendants, during his 
(Mr. Shelton's)ftay inMaachefter; and, I tmderftand, Mr. ShelCon blamed 
Mr. Griffith very much, and made a report of Dunn^a evidence by no means 
favourable to the further profecution of the proceedings againft us. Mr. Grigitbp 
indeed, has confefted that ** they could not convid H^alker of high treafon 
now, becaufe << they had loft the eviieace of J3mi^, who was bsiled, and 
<< they had only one witnefs ; but m tb^ bad bt^n, he thought thty Jbouid 
** go OH,** Mr. N. MUne once obferved, it was vsry entraordinary indeed* 
that^ sdthough he had a lift of feveral hu&died Jkaoonth^ he could iioC 
procure another evidence. 

R ignorant 
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Ignorant ofwhat was going forward, as appcaf s by my letters 
to him, and the converfation he had with Mr. Wharton On 
the fubjed of my application.* 

In additional proof of this communication, the Reverend 
Mr. Griffith has declared > that he is indemnified by Govern- 
ment ; and that at one time having only a verbal promife he 
was very uneafy» but that he had obtained a written indem- 
nification that morning : i. e. the morning he made this de- 
claration. 

Immediately previous to the trial at Lancafter, of which 
I have given an acconnt, there was a kind of apprehen- 
lion amongft fome of the High Church Party, whether well 
or ill founded I know not, of Dunn's running away from 
corapimdion of confcience, or fome other reafon. One of 
the zealous adherents of the Church and King club, juil be- 
fore^ the trial, difpatched the following notice from Lancafler, 
which was ftuck up at Mr. Brierley's, the Golden-crofs Ta-* 
vem*in Mancheder, to cheer the drooping fpirits of the 
friends to the good old caufe. 

,t.:^ "Sir, 

\ «' I am truly happy to (ay that Dunn is this moment ar- 

«' rived, and is now in this honfe : let my clerk (hew this 
*' poftfcript at Mr. Harrop's (hop for the fatisfadion of the 
*' friends of the King and ConfUtution." 

How the trial terminated, the public already know ; but 
the reader will naturally enquire, by what means the profecu- 
tor Dunn, who was not worth one farthing, (honld be able 
to bear the expence of an unfuccefsful profecddon, of which 
the pecuniary burthen fell fo heavy on the defendants who 
were acquitted ? 

I do not know who paid Meflrs. Milne and Serjeant, the 
Manchefter agents for the prolecution, nor can I yet tell at 

whofe 

• YUci^pcBdiatothe'nialy pw 107^x15. 
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tirliofe command^ and at whofe charge, Mr. Shelton firft came 
down from London. 

If individuals have taken all this trouble, borne this heavy 
cxpence, it is lingular they fhould remain unknown ; and it 
is hard, for their fakes, that conjedure fhould be bufy in 
pointing out the perfons, or fhould balance upon the 
motives of private hatred, party rancour, and public 
fpirit. 

If tfie public have defrayed this expence, if the Officers of 
Government have it in their power to apply the purfe of 
the nation to inftitute fuits againll individuals, whofe oppo- 
fition to public abufes may render them obnoxious, there is 
an end of the liberty of fpeech, the liberty of the prefs, and 
the liberty of the fubjefl. There is no ftanding againfl the 
forms and fidlions of the law, when put in motion by the 
purfe of the Treafury. Of what confequence is it, whether a 
man be imprifoned in a jail for life, becauft he cannot pay 
a thoufafid pounds as the expence of a law-fuit, or a thoufand 
pounds as a fine ? How many innocent and worthy men 
are there, whom the ^ defence of the accufations againft 
us * would have compleatly ruined ! Gold may be bought 

too 



* The expence and trouble attending the profecutions in which I have bcea 
involved, fonn a part only of the injuries which I have fuf^ained for venturing to 
be a iriend to the rights of the people. The proofs I have of the infidious and 
fyftematicy though unfufpefted, attacks upon my chara^er and credit as a mer« 
chant, both at home and abroad, by thofe who expe^ed, and perhaps wiihede 
that I ihould be overwhelmed by the profecutions againft me, are numerous. 
But were I to purfue the offenders by legal means, my whole life would be 
ipient in litigation. *' 

There are, indeed, fome individuals, whofe generous and decided conduft 
xm the occafion of this trial has made an impredion upon my nund, which will 
never be erafed ; but the general treatment I have experienced has been Aich 
as I have ftated. On other occafions, bcfides the prefent trial, the courfe of 
jufticehas been obflruacd, on account of my real a fuppofed political prin- 
ciples. 

Kz Ida 
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too dear» and fo may joilice : I fliould be glad to obtain it> 
bat I cannot aiFord it. 

Such are the fk€ts, which I have thought it right to fubmit 
to the coniideration of the public. The reader will draw 
his own concluiions from this narrative. My own experience 
has perfectly convinced me, 

I ft. That of all the corporations (the privileged orders) 
of this kingdom, the Clergy are the moil fore upon the 
fubjeft of reformation. The political corporations, in ge- 
neral, feem to confefs, that they might poffibly bear fome 
flight excifion by the hand of a dexterous but delicate 
operator ; but the Clergy, cling with the utmoft per- 
tinacity to the whole and every (even the minuteft) part 
of their fyftem : it is a *' noli me tangere ;*' it will bear no re- 
form : they feem decidedly convinced, that it would die 
under the operation of amendment. I believe the borough 
of Old Sarum will be much fooner given up than the Atha- 
nafian Creed. 

2dly, The ancient confervators of the peace were ele^ed 
by the people. Thefe have been fuperfeded by Juilices of the 
Peace nominated by the influence of the Crown. Next to the 
Clergy (very many of whom are alfo Juftices) this fet of men 
have been the moft adlive againft political difcuffion and re- 
formation, and the moft prominent and obfequious agents of 



I donot ijuite nnderftand upon what authority letters, fuch as the following, 
were tmjMttdly (ent by the Under- Sheriff tq fojne of the Jurors fummoned upon 
aur trial for a coufpiracy : 

« SW, 

• The 5hfriff ^U encafe ydur attendance «n Ac Jury at the next 
«* Amcev. 

<* Vow obedient fervant, 

.. „ , « JOHN PILK3NGTON.'* 

;xninifterial 



( ^*s ) 

jainifterial alarm. The fererities of the Turkiih oppreflbr of 
millions are little felt by the multitade, in comparifon witk 
thofe of the petty delegates of fuperior tyranny, who fwarm 
throughout that defpotic empire. Nor is the weight of tythes 
and taxes in this country a burthen fo heavy upon a neighbour- 
hood, as the affected loyalty of a few upflart, thoroi^gh-paced, 
xniniilenal Juftices of the Peace. When the day of reformation 
ihall come, (as come it mud) it is to be hoped the people will 
reclaim their ancient privilege of electing thefe magiftrates 
themfclves. Too many of them of late days have been 
recruiting officers fox the war, inftead of Juftices of the 
Peace. 

3dly, That there is little or no dependance to be placed 
upon thofe, who zealoufly mix religious with political quef- 
tions^ or who only from fedarian motives join in political fo- 
cictics. The Diflenters of this kingdom have been at the 
commencement of almofl every fubjedt of liberal difcuffion 
of late years. But, however confidently and difinte- 
rcftedly many of them have adled, they have, as a body, 
conftantly fallen (hort of their own principles ; they have ex. 
cited oppofition, which they have never compleatly fupported ; 
and through fear, or fome other motive^ they have been fo 
ftrongly the advocates of ai\ overdrained moderation, that 
they have rather been the enemies than the friends of thofe 
who have ventured the mod, and ededted the mod for the 
rights of the people, ' 

4thly, That in all political fockties, befide due caution in 
the admidion of members, all the proceedings ought to be 
conduced on the fuppofition, that they may, at ono nine or 
other, or by one mean or other, be made public, coDiiqjpfitPcl 
on, and even perverted, by the adverfaries of the priB^^Sta 
they may contain. It is evident, that the habit of exprcffin^ 
with accuracy and forethought the fentiments inteiided to 
be conveyed, is of very great importance to the future 
iafety, as well as the reputation, of fuch focieties. The want 

of 
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of dtiSy wUch edacation conttibates To eflentiall^r to fapplft 
hsLB been the great ftmnbling block of the focieties which 
Ifeavebeen formed amongft the poorer clafles of the people.—* 
They have not wanted integrity, good meaning, or good 
Qb£s; hut they have ^ed in the phrafeological cantioa 
neceilary in critical times, and to perfons whofe proceedings 
would infallibly be attacked by every quibble of legal 
ingenuity. 

5thly, That almod all the attacks upon individaals, which 
die enemies of Liberty have diredly or indiredly ventured ^ 
spon, and which have kept in the back ground fo many mea 
of good intentions, but whom an excefs of caution, or 
a timid kind of prudence has prevented from a&ing, has 
been owing to the want of fteadinefs and concert amongft the 
^ends of Liberty themfelves. — ^The timid defert the bold, 
till the bold become cautious of iiipporting each other with, 
their prefence, and unable to do fo with their property. 

Neither the Birnungham riots, nor the Manchefter riots, 
I Bor the Nottingham riots, nor the profecutions, paUic or 
{ private, which have taken place, would have happened, had 
\ not the timidity and want of union anumgft the friends of 
Irecdom, emboldened their enemies. Temper and modera- 
tion are truly valuable; but the profeifionally temperata 
and moderate men, have been the firft deferters from, and 
Kave uniformly done infinite mifchief to, the rights of the 
people. 

Jkhly, That men who mtsat to do good, muft not look far 
reward, or the cffz£t of their exertions, during the 
^aeration. Such an efied they may, indeed, live to 
It cannot be counted upon. Thoie who are not 
ading upon this hazard, are not the men, upon 
irham the public can fully depend; or who can purfue a 
great plan of public utility with iktisfadipn to themfelves. 

5 7tWy- 
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Ttlily, That the fimi and fubftance of all the hazard which 
the friends of freedom ran, of all the evils which the people 
fufier> and of all the political iniquity', paft» prefent> and to 
coine» is founded upon, and comprized in, the want of a com- 
pleat and univerial fyftem of public education. 

Why are the mafs of the people, the poorer clafs, the 
fwiniih multitude, as Mr. Burke contumelioufly terms them, 
fo generally adverfe to their friends, and fo blindly the dupes 
of their oppreflbrs ? - , 

Becauie they are ignorant. 

Why do the middling clafs, the more informed amongfl the 
public, heiitate upon felf-evident proportions, wherein they 
are fo materially interefted ? 

SiBcaufe they are at befl but half informed — ^becaufe they 
have been in the habit of believing that meif, who are often 
more ignorant than them(elves, have the exclufive monopoly 
of political knowledge. 

Why do the efforts of the moA ardent and enlightened 
men of the nation, upon political fubjeds, become gradually 
Iveak, carelefs,.ihefedttal, unfuccefsful ? 

Becaufc they know and feel the difficulty of perfuading 
men who are ignorant of, and therefore dead to, their own 
interefts — they know that the feed of knowledge is fown 
upon barren ground ; they doubt of its growth, they defpair 
of feeing any effeft from theiijJrtBwrtions ; and they are un- 



willing to become the vidim^iLthofe, whom they are 
labouring to ferve. »^^^ 

Ignorance — ^Public Ignorance is the fole caufe 
Evil, and the great Bane of Human Happinefs. 
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EXTRACTS from Mr. ARTHUR YOUNG's TRAVELS in 
FRANCE, 

Punflg thft Years 17^7, 1788) and 1789.-^ 531 to 54S, drc Ckap. XXIf« 
Tirfi Edition. 1792. 

ON THE REVOLUTION OF FRANCE. 

X HE grofs infiuny which attended Zi^f/^rj ^# Cachet, and 
«' the Baftik> daring the whole reign of Louis XV. made them 
** eHeemed ia £ngland> by people not well informed, as the 
« moft prcHninent features of the Defpodfm of France. They 
** were certainly carried to ^n cxcefs hardly credible ; to the 
'^ length tA being fold with blanks, to be filled i^ with 
«' names, at the pleafiire of the purchAfer ; who was thus able, 
'' in l^e gratification of priviste revenge, to tear a man from 
*^ the bofont of his family, and btiry him in a dungeon, where 
<< he would exift forgotten, and die unknown \ *-*-Bat fuch 

*' exceffes 

y*^ '' _^___ 

• •* An ane^bte, wbich 1 have firQm an authority to be depended on, will 
«* explain die profirgacy of governmeritjb reined to thefe arbitrary imprifon- 
•* ments. Lord Albermarle, when Amfcaflador in Frapce, about the year 
*' V753, negotiadng the fixing of the limits H>f the American Colonies, which 
**' three years after produced the war, citing one day on the Mlnifter for 
•* Foreign Affairs, was introduced, for a few minutes, into his cabinet, w|^le 
** he iirAhed a fhorC converfation in the apartment, in which he ttfua]|| re - 
** eared thofe who conj^ed with him. As his Lordihip waUted backwards 
** and forwards, in a very fmall room (a French Cabinet is never a large one) 
** he coul^ not help- feeing a paper, lying on the table, written in a lar^e 
** kSi^le hand-, and containing a liflr of the prifoners in the Baftile, in which 
/^ •* Ae firft name was Gordbn. Wl^n the Mlnifter entered. Lord Albermarle 
*} apologised for his involuntarily remarking thu paper j«rthe other replied, 

& •'that 
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'* excelTes coulcT not be common in any country ; and they 
** were reduced almoft ta^othing from the acceffion of the 
«' prefcnt King. TJw»i<f J^'niiUs of the people, by which I 
" mean the lower and middle ranks, could fuffer very little 
" from fuch engines ; and as few of them are objefts of 
*' jealoufy, had there been nothing elfe to com-ilain of, it is 
*' not probable they would ever have been brought to take 
•' arms. The abufes attending the levy of taxes were heavy 
•' and univerfal. The kingdom was parcelled into generalities, 
" with an intendant at the head of each, into whofe hands the 
.*' whole power of the Crown was delegated for every thing, 
*' except the militapy authority ; but particularly for all 
" affairs of finance. The generalities were fubdivided into 
" eleftions, at the head of which was a Sub-deUgucy appointe4 
^ by the intendant. The rolls of the TadUy d^itation, 
*' Vingtitmesy and other uxes, were diftributed among dif^ 
*« trifts, parifhes, and individuals, at the pleafure of the 
- '' intendant, who could exempt, change, add, or diminiih, at 
** pleafure. Such an enormous power conftantly afling, and 
** fromi which no man was free> mufl, in the nature of things, 
" degenerate, in many cafes, into abfolute tyranny. It muf( 
" be obvious, that the friends, acquaintances, and dependents 
'< of the intendant, and of all his Sub-ddegues^ and the friends 
/' of thefe friends, to a long chain of dependence, might be 



5' that it was not of the leift confequence, for they nude no fecrct of the names. 
" Lord A. then faid, that he had feen the name of Gordon firfl in the lift, 
<< and he begged to know, as in all probability the perfon of this name was a 
<< Britifh fubje^t, on what account he had been put mto the Baftile. The 
<< MiniAer told him» that he knew nothing of the matter, but would make 
<* the proper inquiries. The next time he iaw Lord Albermarle, he informed 
" him, that, on iaqulring into the cafe of Gordon, he could find no perfon 
" who could ^ive him the leaft information \ on which he had had Gordon 
'* himfelf interTO|ated, who folemnly affirmed, that he had not the fmalleft 
4^ knowledge, or even fufpicion, uf the caufe of his imprifonment, but that 
*< he had been confined 30 years ; however, added the Minifter, I ordered 
«' him to be immediately rcleafed, ao4 b« is now at large." Such a cafo 
^jvants no comment. 

; . . . 5 •* favour^4 
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* &voured in t£3catiOn^ at the expence of their miferabte 
V neighbours ; and that Noblemen in favour at Court, to whofo. 
•' protedion the intendant himfelf would naturally Jook up 
*' could find little difficulty in throwing much of the weight 
•* of their taxes On others, without a fimilar fupport. In- 
** fiances, and even grofs ones, have been reported to me, in 
*' many parts of the kingdom, that made me ftiudder at the 
*' oppreffion to which numbers muft have been condemned, 
" by the undue favours granted to fuch crooked influence. 
'* But without reculrring to fuch cafes. What muft have been 
•* the ftate of the poor people paying heavy taxes, from 
*^ which the Nobility and Clergy were exempted ? A cruel 
*' aggravation of jheir mifery, to fee thofe who could beft 
*' afford to pay, exempted becaufe able !— The inrolments 
*' for the militia, which the Cahiers call, an injuftUe without 
^ example f • were anotlier dreadful fcourge on the peafantry ? 
** and as married men were exempted from it, occafioned in 
*' fomc degree that mifchievous population, which brought 
** beings into the world in order for little elfe than to be 
** ftarved. ^ The cormesj or police of the roads, were annually 
'* the ruin of mafty hundreds of Farmers ; more than 300* 
*' were reduced to beggary in filling up one vale in Loraine ; 
^ all thefe oppreffions fell on the tiers etat only ; the Nobility 
*' and Clergy having been equally exempted from tallies ^ 
*' militia, and corvees. The penal code of finance makes one 
^ ihudder at the horrors of punilhment inadequate to the 
** crime, f A few features will fufficiently charadlerize the 
*« old government of France : 

" I, Smugglers of fait; armed and aflbmbled to the number 

*' of five, in Provence, a fine of 500 liv. and nine years gallies i 

" — in all the reft of the kingdom. Death, 

'' 2. Smugglers 

* « Nob, BrUyy p. 6. &C. Ac." 

f <* It ii calculated by a writer {Recbercbes et Gmjid, par M. le Baron dt 
** Cormeriy torn. a. p. 187.) very well informed on every fubje£l of finance, 
^< that, upon aa average, thq:« were annually takea up, aad feat to pxifoo, or 

.' > • S» the 
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'< 2. Smuggkn aroied, afllcaibledy but ia iwm&er nniet 
^ Ave, a fate 4f 300 liv. and thrujiars gaiUes. SocOftd oStuccg 
^ Dnah. 

^* 3. Smugglers, without arms, but with horfes, carts, or 
'^ boats, aJUu tf 500 liv. if not pmd, three jfemrs gailieg. Second 
'' offence, 400 liv. omJ niiu years galiies.-'^ln Dauphine, fecond 
" offence^ gallies for life. Ia Prov«nce» faw years goKes. 

'* 4. Smugglers, who carry the fait on their backs, and with- 
** out arms, a fm of 200 liv. aiui, ifm&t pedd^ an fogged €md 
" landed. Second offence, a fine ef 300 liv. md fix yemrs 
** gallies. 

** 5. Women, married and £nj^e, finujg;glers, firil offence, 
** a fine of 100 Hv« Secoad, 300 liv. Third, flogged, emd 
** hamfied the kingdom for ifi. Hu/hmds reJpoBfiUo ioth in fiite 
*^ and body k 

** 6. Children, fmugglens, the fame as women.-— F^i«r^ md 
** mothers rej^nfible i omd^for defeS of pa^mmtf flogged* 

** 7. Nobles, if fmugglers, deprived rf thnr NeMityi and 
** their houfis raxid to the gronnd. 



« the gaUiet, Men 2340. MTomeii 896. CfaUdiea mi. Total 3437<-* 

<« 300 of thefe to the galKes, (torn. 1. p- 112.) The ialt coofifcated from 

'< thefe Qiferables aiiioomed to 12,633 T^^ntala, which^ at the mean price of 

♦* $ Ut. arey «•-... 101,064 fiy. 

" 2772 Ibr of falted ilefli, at to«. - 1,386 

** 1086 horfes, at 5olir. « - 549300 

'* 52 carta, at 150 lit. . - 79800 

** Fines, - - - - • 53>*o7 

** Seised in houicH • « • 105,530 

" ■ » ■ 
323,287*' 



« 8. Any 
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^ %. Any perfons In emj^o/ments (I fappofe empIoTcil Ul 
" die fidt works or the revenue,) if (mngglers, DiMh. And 
« ^ickas aiift in die dieft of fidt in dw Cranfport, Am^^/. 

*' 9. Soldiers fmoggling^ widi arms* are banged \ widiOttC 
^ ma^ gaBks fcr hjft. 

" 10. BHf ing (inuggled fidt to resell it^ ihejkmg fmrnflmntt 
** 41 /»r JmuggUng* 

** \\n Perfons in die ialt employments, emft^wtni if t^^ 
^ mrmm 'with tnno ^uUmefit^ tc tmer mtd iKomm boufis even cf 

«* It. AQ families and perfons liable to tke taille» in die 
*' pn>vinces of tke Grtauks GabelUs inrolled, and thsir con* 
^ famption of fidt for tbe^tr amiSaiierit (tkat is tke daily 
^ confomptipn, exclufiye of falting meat, &:c. &:c.) eftimated 

* at ieven pounds a kead per annum, wkick quantity tkey are 
** forced to buy wketker tkey want it or not* under tke pain- 
*' of varioiis fines According to tke. cafe. 

*' Tke Cefitatnerki were a dreadful feourge on all tke 
*' occupiers of land. By tkis term is CO be nnderflood tke 
^ paraflAOuncibip of certain diHridks, granted by the King, to 
^ Princes ^ tke blocMl, by wkick tkey were put in poffeffion 
** of tke property of all game,eTen on lands, not belonging to 
^ tkem ; and what is very iingular, on manors granted long 
** before to individuals ; fo that the ereding of a diftrid into 
*' a Capitainarie, was an alienadon of all manerial rigkts to 
•' game witkin it. This was a trifling bufinefs, in comparifon 
** of other circumftances ; for in fpeaking of tke prefervation 

* of tke game in thefe Capiiaineries, it muft be obferved tkat 

* by game mufl be underflood whole droves of wild Boars* 
^ and kerds of deer not coniined by any wall or pale, but 
^ wandering, at pleafiire, over tke whole country, to the dc- 
*' firudion of crops j and to tke peopling of tke gallies by the 

<* wretcked 
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• i^retcHcd peafants, wlio prefumed to kill them, in 6rief't6 
** £tve that food which was to fupport their helplefs children* 
•* The game in the Capttaimrie of Montceau, im four pariflie* 
•« only, did mifchief to the amoant of 184,263. liv. per 
annum. • No wonder then that we fhould find the people 
•' afking, " Nous demandons a grand cris la deftruSion des Capi^ 
•' tainaries l^ celle de tout e forte de gihiirJ**\ And what are 
•* we to think of demanding, as a favour, the permif- 
•* fion— " De nettoyer fes grains de faucher les pres artifi- 
•* cielsf et d^enlever fes chaumes fans egard pour la perdrix 
•* OH tout autre gihierV I Now, an £ng1i(h reader will 
*• fcarccly underlland it without being told, that there wertf 
«* numerous edidls for preferving the game which prohibited 
•• weeding and hoeing, left the young partridges ihould be 
•^difturbed; fteeping feed, left it ihould injure the game; 
** manuring with night foil, left the flavour of the partridges 
•• ftiould be injured by feeding on the com fo produced ; 
•* mowing hay, &c. before a certain time, fo late as to ipoil 
** many crops ; and taking away the ftubble, which would 
•« deprive the birds of (helter. The tyranny exercifed in 
** thefc CapttatMiries, which extended over 400 leagues of 
** country was fo great that many Cahiers demanded the utter 
•« fuppreilon of them.§ Such were the exertions of arbitrary 
•• power, which the lower orders felt diredly from the royal 
•< authority ; but, heavy as they were, it is a queiBon whe- 
« ther the others, fufifered circuitoafly through the nobility 
«* and the clergy, were not yet more opprelfive ? Nothing 
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^ can exceed the complaints made in the Copiers under this 
«• head. They fpeak of the difpenfation of juftice in the 
* •* Manerial Courts, as comprizing every fpecies of Defpo- 
** tifm : the diftridls indeterminate— appeals endlefs — irrecon- 
«' cileable to Liberty and Profperity— — and irrevocably 
** profcribed in the opinion of the public • — ^augmenting 
** litigations—favouring every fpecies pf chicane — ruining 
*'* the parties — not only by enormous expences on the moft 
«* petty objefts, but by a dreadful lofs of time. The judges' 
« commonly ignorant pretenders, who hold their courts in 
^ Cabarets, and are abfolutely dependent on the Seigneurs, f 
** Nothing can exceed the force of expreflion ufed in paint- 
*' ing the oppreflions of the Seigneurs, in confequence of 
*' their feudal powers. They are '* Vexations qui font le plus 
" grand fleau des peuples. J — E/cla'vage affligeant, §— C^ regime 
** defaftreufe. ||— That the feodalite be for ever abolifhed. 
« The countryman is tyrannically enflaved by it. Fixed 
* and heavy rents ; vexatious procefTes to fecure them ; ap- 
*' predated unjuftly to augment them : rents, Solidaires, and 
*' Re-venchables ; rents, cheantes, and le-vantes ; fumages. Fines 
« at every change of the property, in the direft as well as 
** collateral line ; feudal redemption (retraite ;J fines on fale,' 
«* to the 8th and even the 6th penny ; redemptions (r achats) 
** injurious in their origin, and ftill more fo in their exten- 
*' fion : banalite of the mill, f[ of the oven, and of the wine 



• «< Retmes, art. 12. 

I 

•}• '* Nevernoisy art. 43. 

J «' Tier etat. de yannez, p. 24. 

^ «' T. Etat. Clermont Ferrand, p. 52. 

y " T. Etat. Auxerre, art. 6. 
^ 5* 9y this horrible law, the people are bound to grind their com at' the 
*f mill of the Seigneur only; to prefs their grapes at his prcfs only; and 
•* to bake their bread in his oven ; by which means the bread is often fpoil- 
** ed, and more efpecially wine, (Ince in Champagne thofe grapes which^ 
*' prefTed immediately, would make white wine, will, by waiting for the 
<< ^refs, which ofteo happens, make red wine only* 

« and 
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^ and eyder-prefs ; €$rvees by cvftom ; Cor^/ks by uikge of 
•* the fief; Corvfes eftabliihed by unjoft decrees; Coruies ar« 
^ bitrary, and even phantaftical ; fervitodes ; prefiaiUas^ ex- 
*' travagant and buithetifome ; coUe^ons by ajSbfibieut» 
** incoUe^blc ; aiieux, numu, imfuniJUeHum ; HtlgatioDS rain-' 
^ oas and without end : tlie rod of Seigneural finance for 
«^ ever fhakea over our heads; vexatioo, ruin, outrage, 
«* violence, and dedru^ve fervitude, under which the pea« 
^ ^nts, almod on a level with poliih flaves, can never but 
•« be miferablet vile, and oppreiTed.* They deniand alfo, 
«* that the ofe of hand-mills be free ; and hope that pof^erity,. 
•^ if poffible, nvay be ignorant that feudal tyranny in Bre- 
^ tagne, armed with the judicial power, has not bluihed, 
•* even in theie times, at breaking hand-mills, and at felling 
*^ annually to the miferable, the faculty of bruifing betwees 
« two ftones a meafure of buck-wheat or barlcy.J The very 
«< terms of thefe complaints are unknown in England, and 
** confequently untranflatable : they have probably arifen 
^ long fince the feudal {y^^^m ceafed in this kingdoffiw 
*« What are thefe 'tortures of the peasantry in Bretagne^ 
•• which they call Chevanchht qnintaiHes, fouUt fout tU poijon, 
'^ baijir de marriees ; cbanfons ; tranjporte d*eeuf for mi chm'itu ; 
** filence des gremuillti\% Com^ee a mi/ericordey mikds\ ludt^ 
•* couponage ; Cartelage ; borage ; fouage ; manchauffee ; han *vin ; 
^ ban d*ajout ; trouffes ; gelinage ; ci'uerage*, taUIabilite'y vingtain y 
** fierlage ; bordelage ; minage ; ban de 've?tdanges, droit d*accapte.^ 
*' In paiTing through many of the French provinces, I was 
♦* Jlruck with the various and heavy complaints of the farm- 
' ■- ' I •■ . ■ ■ _ 

* <« Tiers e:at. ReMttes, p. 159. 

J ** JUnttes, p. 57. 

^ ** This is a curious article : when the lady of the Seigneur lies ht, 
•* the people arc obliged to heat the waters in marihy diftrids, to keep 
•* the frogs filent, that Ac may not be difturbed j this duty, a very op- 
•* preffive one, is commuted into a pecuniary fine. 

f <♦ Rcju-nedti Cabiers^ toflo. iii. p. 316, 317. 

«er» 
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* ers and little prf)prietors, of the feudal grievances with , 
« the weight of which their induflry was burthened ; but 
" I could not then conceive the multiplicity of the fhackles 
*^ which kept them poor and deprefled. I underftood it 
** better afterwards, from the converfation and complaints 
'* of fome grand Seigneurs, as the Revolution advanced ; 
*' and I then learned, that the principal rental of many 
** eftates confifted in fervices and feudal tenures 5 by the 
•' baneful influence of which the induftry of the people 
•** was almoft exterminated. In regard to the oppreffions 
*' of the clergy, as to tythes, I muft do that body a juf- 
'* tice, to which a claim cannot be laid in England. 
*' Though the eccleliaftical tenth was levied in France 
*' more feverely than ufual in Italy, yet was it never ex- 
*' afted with fuch horrid greedinefs as is at prefent the 
*' difgrace of England. When taken in kind, no fuch 
*' thing was known in any part of France, where I made 
*' enquiries, as a tenth : it was always a twelfth, or a 
<* thirteenth, or even a twentieth of the produce. And in 
, " no part of the kingdom did a new article of culture 
*' pay any thing : thus turnifs, cabbages, clover, chico- 
*' ree, potatoes, &c. &c. paid nothing. In many parts, 
" meadows were exempted. Silk worms nothing. Olives 
" in fome places paid — in more they did not. Cows no- 
** thing. Lambs from the 12th to the 21ft. Wool nothing. 
** Such mildnefs in the levy of this odious tax, is abfo- 
*' lutely unknown in England. But mild as it was, the 
" burthen to people groaning under fo many other oppref- 
** fions, united to render their lituation fo bad, that no 
" change could be for the worfe. But thefe were not all 
'' the evils with which the people ftruggled. The admi- 
*' niftration of juflice was partial, venal, infamous. I have 
*« in converfation with many very fenfible men, in different 
*' parts of the kingdom, met with fomething of content 
" with their Government in all other refpefts than this; but. 
"upon the queftion of expecfling juftice to be really and 
4' fairly adminiflered, every one confefTed there was no fuch 
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*' thing to be looked for. The conduA of the parliamenfl 
" was profligate and atrocious. Upon almofl every caufe 
" that came before them, intereft was openly made with the 
"judges; and woe betided the man, who, with a caufe to 
*' fupport» had no means of conciliating favour, either by 
** the beauty of a handfome wife, or by other methods. It 
«' has been'faid by many writers, that property was as fecure 
** under the old Government of France, as it is in England ; 
** and the aifertion might poiTibly be true, as far as any 
" violence from the King, his minifters, or the great was con- 
** cerned : but for all that mafs of property, which comes in 
*' cvt ry country to be litigated in courts of juftice, there 
« was not even the ihadow of fecurity, unlefs the parties 
*' were totally and equally unknown, and totally and equally 
*' honeft ; in every other cafe, he who had the beft intereft 
« with the judges, was fure to be the winner. To refleding 
*' minds, the cruelty and abominable praftice attendbg fuch 
♦' courts are fuiEciently apparent. There was alfo a cir- 
" cumftance in the constitution of thefe parliaments, but 
*' little known in England, and which, under fuch a govem- 
" ment as that of France, muft be confidered as very fingular. 
*' They had the power, and were in the conftant pradice of 
*' iffuing decrees, without the confent of the crown, and. 
*' which had the force of laws through the whole of their 
« jurifdiflion ; and of all other laws, thefe were fure to be the 
«* beft obeyed ; for as all infringements of them were brought 
•* before Sovereign courts, compofed of the fame perfons 
*' who had enabled thefe laws (a horrible fyftem of tyranny !) 
** they were certain of being puniflied with the laft fevcrity. 
•'It muft appear ftrange, in a X^overnment fo despotic in 
«* fome refpefts as that of France, to fee the parliaments in 
** every part of the kingdom making laws without the 
*' King's confent, and even in defiance of his authority. 
*' The Englifh, whom I met in France in 1789, were fur- 
" prized to fee fome of thefe bodies iffuing arrets againft the 
«« export of corn out of the provinces fubjed to their jurif- 
V didionj into the neighbouring provinces^ at the fame time 
S « that 



( «39 )- 

*» that the King, through the organ of fo popalar a mmiiler 
** as Mens. Necker, was decreeing an abfolutely free tranH* 
*** port of corn throughout the kingdom^ and even at the 
*' requifition of the National AfTembly itfelf. But this was 
** nothing new ; it was their common praftice. The parlia- 
" ment of Rouen pafled an arret againft killing of calves ; it 
■*' was a prepoilerous one, and oppofed by adminiftration ; 
*' but it had it? full force ; and had a butcher dared to offend 
*' againft it, he would have found by the rigour of his pu- 
*' nifhment, who was his matter. Inoculation was favoured 
*' by the court in Louis XV's time ; but the parliament of 
«* Paris pafled an arret againft it, much more effective in 
** prohibiting, than the fevour of the court in encouraging 
" that pradice. Inftances are innumerable, and I may 
*' remark, that the bigotry, ignorance, falfe principles^ 
" and tyranny of thefe bodies were generally confpicuous ; 
" and that the court (taxation excepted,) never had a 
" difpute with a parliament, but the parliament was fure 
** to be wrong. Their conftitution, in refpeft to the ad- 
" miniftration of juftice, was fo truly rotten, that the 
«* members fat as judges even in caufes of private pro- 
" perty, in which they were themfelves the parties, and have, 
«' in this capacity, been guilty of oppreflions and cruelties, 
<* which the crown has rarely dared to attempt. 

«* It is impofliblc to juftify the exceffes of the people on 
•« their taking up arms ; they were certainly guilty of cruel- 
** ties ; it is idle to deny the fads, for they have been proved 
^ too clearly to admit of a doubt : ^ is it really the people 
" to nvhom ive are to impute the nvhole? or to their opprejors, 
•' *who had kept them fo long in a ftate of bondage ? He who 
** chufes to be ferved by ilaves, and by ill-treated flaves,muft 
«« know that he holds both his property, and life by a tenure 
•' fer different from thofe who prefer the fervice of well-treated 
•* freemen; and he who dines to the muiic of groaning fuf- 
** ferers, muft not, in the momeitt of infurredlion, complain that 
*' his daughters are raviihed, and then deflroy^ \ and that hit 
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" fons throats are cut. When fuch evils happen, they furely 
** arc more impuuble to the tyranny of the maftcr, than to the 
*' cruelty of the fervant. The analogy holds with the French 
'* peafants :— the murder of a Seigneur, or a chateau in flames* 
" is recorded in every news-paper : therankof theperfonwho 
'* fufFers, attrafts notice ; but where do we find the regifter of 
" that Seigneur's oppreflions of his peafantry, and his exaftion* 
«' of feudal fervices from thofe whofe children were dying around 
♦« them for want of bread ? Where do we find the minutes that 
*' affigned thefe ftarving wretches to fome vile pettifogger, to 
** be fleeced by impofitions, and a mockery of jufticc, in the 
«' Scigneural Courts ? Who gives us the awards of the Intend* 
<' ant and his Juh-dtUguU^ which took ofl:' the taxes of a man of 
** fafliion, and laid them with accumulated weight on the poor, 
" who were fo unfortunate as to be his neighbours ? Who ha« 
*' dwelt fuHiciently upon explaining all the ramifications of def^ 
«' potirm,'regal, arillocratical, and eccleflafUcal, pervading the 
^' whole mafs of the people ; reaching, Hke a circulating fluid, 
** the moft diftant capillary tubes of poverty and wretchednefs \ 
" In thefe cafes, the fuiferers are too ignoble to be known, and 
*' the mafs tooindifcriminate to be pitied. But (hould aphilo-^ 
<< fopher feel and reafon thus ? Should he miftake the caufe for 
*f the eflTeA f and, giving all his pity to the few, feel no com* 
•' paffion for the many> becaufe they fuffer in his eyes, not in- 
«* dividually, but by millions ? The excefles of the people can- 
«< not, I repeat, bejuftified; it would undoubtedly have done 
** them credit, both as men and chriilians, if they had pofleiTed 
•* their new acquii«d power with moderation. But let it be re* 
<* membered* that the populace in no country ever ufe power with 
« moderation ; excefs is inherent in their aggregate conflita-. 
** tion : and as eytry government in the world knows, tlvit vi». 
<* lence infallibly attends power in fuch handsj it is doubly 
«< boiind in common fenie* aimI (ot common fafety> fo to condod 
«* itklff that the people may not find an iniereft in public conf»- 
<* flons« They will always fnfiFer much» and long, before they 
f« are eiednaUf roofed; ttothing, therefore, cm kindle the 
•< flames but fiich opprefioaa of {bme ch&a or order in the 
, * ?* Society, 
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*». Society, as give able men the opportunity of feconding the 
" general mafs : difcontcnt will foon dilFufe itfelf around ; and 
*« if the Government take not warning in time, it is alone aa- 
*' fwerahle for all the burnings, and plunderings, and devafta-; 
*' tion, and blood that follow. The true judgement to be 
'* formed of the French revolution, muft furely be gained, from 
** an attentive confideration of the evils of fhe old Govern- 
*^ ment : when thefe are well underftood, and when the cx^ 
*' tent and univerfality of the oppreflion under which the 
*' people groaned — opprclfion which b^re upon them from 
" every quarter, it will fcarcely be attempted to be urged, 
** that a revolution was not abfoliitely neceflary to the wel- 
*' fare of the kingdom. Not one oppofmg voice * can with 
« reafon be raifed againft this afFertion : abufes ought ccr- 
*' tainly to be corre6led, and correded cfFcdually : this could 
" not be done without the eflablifhment of a new form of 
** government ; whether the form that has been adopted 
" were the bell, is another queftion abfolutely dilUn-fl. But 
'* that the abovementioned detail of enormities pradifed on 



♦ ** Many oppofing voices have been raifed ; but fo little to their credit, 
•* that I lea^e the paflTage as, it was written long ago. The abufes that are 
<* rooted in all the oli Governments of Europe, give fuch numbers of men a 
** dirc€k ifltercft in fupporting, cheriihing, and defending abufes, that no 
** wooder advocates for tyranny, of every fpccies, are found in every coun-. 
*< try, and almoft in every compiny. What a mafs of people in every pirt 
** of England are fome way or other interefted in the prefent reprefentntion of 
** the people, tythes, charters, corporations, monopolies and taxition ! and 
*' not merely to the things themfelves, but to all the abufes attending them ; 
^ and how many are there who derive their profit, or their confiJeratlon in life, 
*• not merely from fuch infticutions, but from the evils they engender ! The 
** great mafs of the people, however, is free from fuch influence, and will be 
** enlightened by degrees j affuredly they will find out, in every country of 
<* Europe, that by combinitions, on the principles of liberty and property, 
*< aimed equally againft regal, ariftocratical, and mobbifh tyranny, they will 
** be able to relift fuccefsfully that variety of combination, which, on 
•* ptmciples of plunder and defpotifm^ is every where at work tp enflave 
f« them*" 

«* the 
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«• the people required fome great cliange, is fufficiently ap- 
•• parent ; and I cannot better conclude fuch a lift of de- 
" teftable oppreffions, than in the words of the Tiers Etat of 
•* Nivernois, who hailed the approaching day of liberty with 
•* an eloquence worthy, of the fubjeft. 

•* Les plaintcs du peuple fe font long-temps perdues dans 
•* I'efpace immenfe qui le fepare du Trone : cette clafle la 
•< plus nombreufe et la plus intereflante de la focietej 
« cette claffe qui merite les premiers foins du gouvemement^ 
" puifq* elle alimente toutes les autres ; cette chdlc a la- 
•• quelle on doit et les arts neceflaircs a la vie, et ceux 
•« qui en embelli/Tent les cours ; cette clafle enfin qui en 
•* recueillent moins a toujours paye davantage, pcut-cllc 
** apres tant de fiecles d'oppreflion et de mifere compter 
•<^ aujourdhui fur un fort plus heureux ? Ce feroit pour 
«' ainfi dire blafphemer I'autorite tutelaire fous laqueile nous 
•* vivons que d'en douter un feul momenta Un refpe£fc 
•^ aveugle pour les abus etablis ou par la violence, oil 
*• par la fuperftition, une ignorance profonde des coadw 
«* tions du pade focial voila ce qui a perpetue jufq' a 
•* nous la fervitude dans laqueile ont gemi noa peres, Un 
«*jour plus pure ell pres d'eclorre : le roi a manifefte Ic 
*« defir de trouver des fujets capables de lui dire la vcrite ; 
•* une de fes loix, Pedit de creation des Aifemblees provin- 
•« ciales du moi de Juin 1787, annonce que le vc3eu le plus 
♦< preflant de fon.coeur fera toujours celui qui tendra au 
•' foulagement et au bonheur de fes peuples : un autre loi 
*^^qui a retenti du' centre du royaume a fes dernieres ex- 
*' tremites nous a promis la reditu tion de touts nos droits, 
*' dont nous n'avions perdus & dont nous ne pouvions 
«* perdre'que Pexercifc puifque le fond de ces memes droits 
•« eft inalienable et imprefcriptible. Ofons done fecouer le 
*^ joug des anciennes erreurs : ofons dire tout ce qui eft 
** vrai, tout ce qui eft utile ; ofons reclaimer les droits eflen* 
^ tiels et primitifs de Phomme ; la raifon, I'equite, Popinioa 

<« generaJe^ 
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^. geaeiale,Ja bien faifance connue de notre aag^fte (ottTeraia. 
*' tout concour a affurer les fucces de nos doleances. * 

" Having feen the propriety, or rather the neceffity, of 
** fomc change in the Government, let us next briefly in- 
^ quire into the cffedb of the Revolution on the principal ; 
^ interefts in the kingdom. 

** In refpeft to all the honours, power and profit derived 
** to the nobility from the feudal fyftem, which was of an 



TRANSLATION OF THE DECLARATION OF THE TIERS ETAT 
OF NIVERNOIS. 

^ * The complaints of the people have long been loft ib the immenfe fpace 
*' which feparates them from the throne : this clafs the moft numerous an4 
•« the moft inteiefting to focicty j this clafs, which merits the firft care of 
<< government, fince ic fupports all the others j this clafs to which they are 
** indebted ibr the articles neceffary to life, as well as thofe which ^embelU/k' 
** courts 'y this clafs,, in fhort, which having reaped the leaft, has always pail 
^ the moft. May it it after fo many ages of oppreUlon and mifery reckon to 
*^ day on a ndore happy lot ? It would be, in {o many words, to blafpheme 
*^ the guardian power under which we live, to doubt it only for a moment. A. 
*( Mind refpe^ Ibr abuies, eftabliihGd either by violence, or by f uperftltioa ; 
" a profound ignorance of the conditions of the focial compad, are the cir- 
** cumftances which have perpetuated to the prefent moment, the fervitudc 
^ in which our fathers groaned. A purer day is about to open on us : the 
** King has exprefled a delire of finding fubjefts capable of telling him the 
** truth ; one of his laws,— the edift for the creation of the Provincial Af- 
*^ femblies, of the month of June 1787, announces that the wiih neareft to his 
** heart, will always be that which fliall teijd to the comfort and happinefs of 
** his people: another law, which has refounded from the centre of the 
<< kingdom to its extreme boundaries, has promifed us the reflitution of all 
** our rights ; which we have not loft, and which we cannot lofe, except in 
*' the exercife, fince the foundation of thefe fame rights is inalienable and 
*• imprefcriptible. Let us dare therefore to fhake off the yoke of thofe antieat 
*• prejudices j let us dare to fpeak all that is true, every thing which is ufe- 
*' fttl ; let us dare to recl.um the effential and primitive rights of man : rea- 
** fon, equity, public opinion, the known beneficence of our auguft Sove- 
«< reign— every thing concurs to alTure us of the fuccefs of our mournful 
** complaints." 

^ extent 
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•« extent in France beyond any thing known In England 
** lince the Revolution, or long parliament of 1640, all is 
" laid in the dull, without a rag or remnant being fpared : • 
«< the importance of thefe, both in influence and revenue, 
** was fo great, that the refult is all but ruin to numbers. 
** However, as thefe properties were real tyrannies ; at 
«• :hey rendered the pofTelTion of one fpot of land ruinous 
•* to all around it — and equally fubverfivc of Agriculture, 
** and the common rights of mankind, the utter deftruftion 
«' brought on all this fpecies of property, does not ill de- 
** fervc the epithet they are fo fond of in France ; it is a 
** real regeneration of the people to the privileges of hu- 
«* mm narare. No man of common feelings can regret the 
«« fall of that abominable fyftem, which made a whole parifh 
*« flaves to the Lord of the Manor. But the eftedb of the 
** Revolution have gone much farther; and have been at- 
«' tended with confequences not equally jullifiable. The 
** rents of land which are as legal under the new Govcm- 
" ment as they were under the oKl, arc no longer paid* 
" with regularity. I have been lately informed (Aug. 1791,) 
*< on authority not to be doubted, that aflbciations among 



• <« It is to be obfc-ved that the orders of knighthood were at firft prefenr- 
*« ei J when the N^rional ajTembly \vi:h a forbearance that did them hoaoury 
*' rcfufed to aboliih thoic ord.a^, beciuic perlbnil, of meri:, and not heredi- 
** taiy, they werj guilty of one grofs error. They ought immediately to have 
*' .iddrciTLd the Ring, to inilirute a new order of knighthood— Knights of 
*« THE Plough. There are doubtlcfs little fouls that will finilc at this, and 
•• think a thiftle, a garter, or aa eagle more figni:"*cant, and mofc honourable 5 
•' I fay daching of orders, that exaci comtn-n fcnfc and common chrooology, 
♦* fuch as St. Efp it, St. Anirew, and St. Patrick, leaving them to fuch at 
^ venerate moSt what they Icall undcriland. But thit Prince, who ihould firft 
*^ in;^itute this order of rural merit, will reap no vulgar honour : Leopold^ 
** whole twen:y years of itudy, and well -earned Tufcaa fame gives him a 
•* good ri *ht to do it with prop iety, might, as emperor, infUtute it with 
** molt cli-ri^. In him, fach an a£i:on would have in it no:hlng of afiedatioo. 
** But I had radae; th;: the Pl^^uch h^i thas been honoured by a free Af- 
<' fembly. it would have been a XtJ^t, that marked the philofophjf of a new 
** age, and a new i^flcjzi. 
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^ tcftantry> to a great amount and extent, have been fbfmed^ 
•* even within fifty miles of Paris, for the non-payment of 
*' rent ; faying, in direft terms, we are ilrong enough to 
" detain the rent, and you are not ftrong enougl^ to enforce 
"the payment. In a country where fuch things are pof- 
" fible, property of every kind, it mull be allowed, is in a 
" dubious fituation. Very evil confequences will refult from 
'* this ; arrears will accumulate too great for landlords to 
*' lofe, or for the peafants to pay, who will not eafily be 
*' brought to relilh that order, and legal Government, 
*' which muft neceffarily fecure thefe arrears to their right 
•' owners. In addition to all the reft, by the new fyftem 
" of taxation, there is laid a land-tax of 300 millions, or 
** not to exceed four Ihilllngs in the pound ; but, under 
*' the old Government, their <vingtiemes did not amount to 
** the feventh part of fuch an Import: In whatever light, 
"* therefore, the cafe of French landlords is viewed, it will 
'* appear, that they have fuffered immcnfely by the revolu- 
*' tion.— That many of them deferved it, cannot, however, 
*• be doubted, fince we fee their Cahiers demanding fteadily, 
" that all their feudal rights fhould be confirmed : • that the 
« carrying of arms fhould be ftriftly prohibited to every 
« body but noblemen : + that the infamous arrangements of 
«' the Militia fhould remain on its old footing : % that break- 
*' ing up waftes, and inclofing commons, fhould be prohi*- 
« bited : § that the nobility alone fhould be eligible to enter 



* « Evreux, p. yi.'^BourbormolSf p. 14.— -<4ir/o»J, p. zt.-^Bai&asj p. 8.— • 
« Nivemoisy p. y.^^Poitou, p. i^.'^Saintcnge, p. ^.^^Orleans, p. 19.— 
** Cbaumonty p. 7. 

f « Vermandohi p. 4I.— %(/«^, p. 19.— &Wi, p. ^^.^m^EwreuXy p. 36. 
** Sefanne^ p. 17 — Sar fur fe'iM, p. 6.~^Beauvais, p. IZ'-^Bugyf p. 34.— 
•* Clermont Ferandy p. 11. 

J " Limogesy p. 36. 

4^ « Cgmbr^y p. i^,fmmPwtt a Mouffw^ V'l^* 
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•* into the army, churcli, &c.» that Letiref de Cachet ffiotiM 
" continue :f that the prefs fhould not be free;]: and» in 
** Hne^ that there fhould be no free corn trade. § 

'' To the clergy, the revolution has been yet more fataL 
** One word will difpatch this inquiry. The Revolution was 
*' a decided benefit to all the lower clergy of the king- 
" dom ; but it was deitrudive of all the reil. It is not eafy 
'' to know what they loft on the one hand, or what the 
^* National account will gain on the other. Mons. Neckcr 
" calculates their revenue at 1 30/)oo,ooo liv. of which only 
•' 42>500,ooo liv, were in the hands of the Curies of the 
*^ kingdom. Their wealth has been much exaggerated : a 
*« late writer fays, they poffeffed half the kingdom.^ Their 
^ number was as little known as their revenue ; one writer 
«< makes them 400,000, || another 81,400; •• a third 
*' 80,000. tt 

• « Lyoni^ p. t^.^'Tourainej p. ^i.^-^j^goumois, p. i^.-^Atxerref p. 13. 
•* The author of the Hijioncal Sketch of the French Revolution, 8to. l^^^% 
** fays, p. 68, " th^ worft enemies of nobility have not yet brought to light 
** any Catier, In which the nobles infifled on their exclufive right to milit^y 
'* preferments.-— In the fame page, this Gentleman fays, it is impoilible for 
** any Engliihman to ftady four or five hundred Cahien. It is evident, how- 
'< ever, from this miftake, how necefTary it is to examine them before writing 
'•* on the Revolution. 

•\ " VermandoUi p. z^.'-^halons-fur^Marne, p. 6.— <?i^ff, p. 9. 

I «« Cre/y, p. la 

§ « St. ^entin, p. 9. 

^ « De l*jiutorit/de MonieJqu\eu dans la Revolution prefentiy 8vo. 1789, 
«,p.6i. 

II **'Etats generaux convofu/s par Louis XVL far M, Target , prem, 
•*/uite» p. 7. 

«• « ^* efl.ce-que le Turs Etat, 3d edit, par M. TAbbc Sieyes, 8va 
f P- 51. 

tt « BMotbejuc de Pbmmc pM^e, parM, Condgrcet^ (Sff. torn. iU. 
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•* The clergy in France have been fuppofed by many pcr- 
•* fons in England, to merit their fate from their peculiar 
* profligacy. But the idea is not accurate : that fo large a 
** body of men, poflcffed of very great revenues, fhould 
" be free from vice, would be improbable, or rather impof- 
** fible ; but they preferved, what is not always preferved in 
** England, an exterior decency of behaviour. — One did not 
** find among them poachers, or foxhunters, who having 
** fpent the morning in fcampering after hounds, dedicate 
** the evening to the bottle, and reel from inebriety to the 
•* pulpit. Such advertifements were never feen in France, 
** as I have heard of in England : — Wanted a Curacy in a good 
** Jporting country y nvhere the duty is light, and the neighbourhood 
•* coTtvi'uiaJ, The proper exercife for a country clergyman, 
« is the employment of agriculture, which demands flrength 
** and aftivity — and which, vigoroufly followed, will ^tigue 
•* enough to give eafe its befl relilh. A fportfman parfon 
♦' may be, as he often is in England, a good fort of man, 
** and an honeft fellow ; but certainly this purfuit, and th© 
** rcforting to obfcene comedies, and kicking their heels in the 
^ jig of an affembly, are not the occupations -for which w© 
^ can fuppofe tythes were given.* Whoever will give any- 
*♦ attention to the demands of the clergy in their Cahiers^ 
** will fee that there wa? on many topics, an ill fpirit in that 
•* body. They maintain, for inftance, that the liberty of 
** the prefs ought rather to be reftrained than extended : -f* 
*' that the laws againft it ihould be renewed and executed : J 
♦' that admiilion into religious orders fhould be as formerly 

r I ^ -- ■ " 

• ** Nothing appears fo fcandalous to all the clergy of Europe, as their 
*< brethren in England dancing at public afTemblies ; and a biihop's ixUft «n- 
<< gaged in the fame amufement, feems to them as prepofterous as a biihop, 
« in his lawn fleeves, followbg the fame diverfion would to U9. Probably 
•* both arc wrong. 

•j- « Saintonge, p. %^'^lAmegesy p. 6, &€• 

\ " Lyons f p. j^,'^D9urdon, p. 5. 
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*^ at fixteen yeftrs of age : • tkat Leitres de Cacba, are nfefal 
"and even neceflary.f They folicit to prohibit all diri- 
** fion of Commons ; % to revoke the edi£t allowing in* 
^ dofures ; % that the export of corn be not allowed ; f 
^ and that public granaries be eftabliiked. || 

V ** The ill effeds of the Revolution have been felt more 
«' feverely by the manufadurers of the kingdom, than by 
** any other clafs of the people. The rivalry of the En- 
<< gliih fabrics^ in 1787, and 178S, was ftrong and fuccefs- 
'' fill ; and the confuiions that followed in all parts of the 
'« kingdom, had the efiedt of leflening the incomes of fo» 
^ many landlords, clergy, and men in public employments ; 
'* and fuch nimibers fled from the kingdom, that the general 
*^ mafs of the confumption of national fabrics funk perhaps 
•< three fourths. The men whofe incomes were untouched, 
•* leflened their confumption greatly, from an appreheniioa 
*^ of the unfettled ftate of things : the profpedU of a civU 
** war fuggefted to every man, that his fafety, perhaps hia 
M future bread, depended on the mohey which he could 
•* hoard. 'The inevitable confequence, was, turning abfo- 
*^ lutely out of employment immenfe numbers of workmen. 
•* I have in the Diary of the Journey, noticed the infinite 
♦ mifery to which I was a witnefs at Lyons, Abbeville, 
« Amiens, &c.-*'And by intelligence, I underAood, that it 
•* was ftill worfe at Rouen : the fad could not be otherwife* 
«« This cflFedl which was abfolute death, by ftarving many 



■f <« tivugtif p. aa. 

^ «« ilf«f», p. n. 
^ M Rtmtn^ p. 24. 
I ^ Lmti p* IX.Mi)«riM| p. 17. 
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« thoufands of families, was a refult, that, in my opinion, 
*' might have been avoided. It flowed only from carrying 
'* things to extremities — from driving the nobility out of 
« the kingdom, and feizing, inftead of regulating, the whole 
*' regal authority. Thefe violences were not neceflkry to 
*' Liberty ; they even deftroyed true Liberty* by giving the 
*' Government of the kingdom, in too great a degree to 
*' .Paris, and to the populace of every town. 

" The elFedl of the Revolution to the fmall proprietors of 

** the kingdom, muft, according to the common nature of 

" events, be, /> i&e endy remarkably happy ; and had the 

" new Government adopted any principles of taxation, ex- 

" cept thofe of the Osconomifies, ellablifhing at the fame time 

*' an abfolute freedom in the bufinefs of inclofure, and in the 

** police of corn, the refult would probably have been ad- 

" vantageous, even at this recent period. The committes 

*' of Impofts * mention (and I doubt not their accuracy,) the 

*' profperity of agriculture, in the fame page in which they 

*' lament the depreffion of every other branch of the Na- 

" tional induftry. Upon a moderate calculation there re- 

*' mained, in the hands of the clafTes depending on land, on 

** the account of taxes in the years 17S9, and 1790, at leaft 

** 300,000,000 liv.; the execution of Corvees was as lax 

*' as the payment of taxes. To this we are to add two years 

'* tythe, which I cannot ellimate at lefs than' 300,000,000 

** liv. more. The abolition of all feudal rents, and 

" payments of every fort during thofe two years, could 

" not be lefs than 100,000,000 liv. including fervices. But 

** all thefe articles, great as they were, amounting to near 

" 800,000,000 liv. were lefs than the immenfe fums that 

** came into the hands of the farmers by the high price of 

*« corn throughout the, year 1789; a price arifmg almoft en- 



* •« Rapport le 6. Decembre 1790, fur let tneyifts de pourvoir mix de}enjjt 
*^ pour, 1791, p. 4. 
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•* tirely from Mons. Neckcr's fine operations in the com 
•• trade, as it has been proved at large ; it is true there is a 
" deduction to be made on account of the unavoidable di- 
•* mhiution of confumption in every article of land produce, 
•' not efTentially neceflary to life : every objefl of luxury, or 
** tending to it is leffened greatly. But after this difcount is 
«• allowed, the balance, in favour of the little proprietor 
•« farmers, muft be very great. The benefit of fuch a fum 
♦* being added, as it is to the capital of hufbandry, needs no 
*' explanation. Their agriculture muft be invigorated by 
« fuch wealth — ^by the freedom enjoyed by its profeflbrs; 
*' by the deftruftion of its innumerable (hackles, and even 
** by the diftreffes of other employments, occafioning new 
** and great inveftments of capital in land : and thefe lead- 
*« ing fads win appear in a clearer light, when the pro- 
•* digious divilion of landed property in France is well 
*' confidered ; probably half, perhaps two-thirds, of the 
" kingdom are in the pofFeflion of little proprietors* who 
** paid quit-rents, and feudal duties, for the (pots they 
«' farmed. Such men are placed at once in comparative 
** aMuence ; and as eafe is thus acquired by at leaft half 
** the kingdom, it muft not be fet down as a point of 
'« trifling importance. Should France cfcape a civil war, 
•« (he will, in the prosperity of thefe men, find a refource 
*' which politicians at a diftance do not calculate. With 
«« renters, the cafe is certainly different ; for, beyond all 
** doubt. Landlords will, fooner or later, avail them/elves 
«' of thefe circumftances, by advancing their rents ; ading 
'« in this refpedt as in every other country, is common ; 
« but they will find it impofiible to deprive the tenantry 
*• of a vaft advantage, neceflarily flowing from their eman- 
«* cipation. 

** The confiifion, which has fince arifen in the finances 
<« owing almoft entirely to the mode of taxation adopted 
« by the Affembly, has had the effea of continoing to the 
« prcfcnt moment (1791,) a freedom from all Impofts to 

"tic 



*• ^r Ihdc |iiU5Sjisaoc5, vioci, iowcrcr ^rcftMol ^s jamtff 

■* Tfcc cisfis of tic ItcTzslznMi, wk ea *7iy iianacclw 
•■ di^ of cdknraicjrs, but on xsrncdrnre ib ^uchjI^ is » ':ii 
* BC, I bh2 coicfcfe, wcTT cacSioasiile ; I ^ nd bcj*ef.a 
*» fiimiB^, ftartzauMrk l» agricnltttre (jibcrtr Jirrvlies e^ajaTlir 
•< to ^ cla^&s, aad is BOt ytt fc5cacBi!y c5iibaJiw?i ?V 
«* the pitMcSion of pnfeny^) except the CiJc of tx^Sir? ; 
^ bat I ibe tke xifc rf ms&r crils; reflri^oTis A:a4 pr^i:* 
« bitioass on t3ic trade of coru — a Taiying kiK2-r?.\\ i-^i 
<< inipeded ixadoinicSy aie isikJu^ on frivcipk^ tkit ifuy 
" li2Tc a geaenthe ficaltr; and wifl prove in£mte drftxr- 
"bocks finn die p r o lp ei i tr, wiiicK cenaualy w^as atu;;^- 
" able. It is to be boped tbat tl^ good fenfe of th^ Ai- 
« femUj will xererfe this fyftem by degrees ; for, if it it 
'< not reveiiedy agkicultuke caxxot flochish. 

'* Tbe effed of tbe ReroIatiQii, on the pablic revenue* 
<* is one great point cm widch Mens, de Calonne lays 
'< confideraUe fbefs ; and it has fince been urged in France. 
" that the min of 30,000 families, thrown absolutely out 
^ of employment, and coniequently out of bread » in the 
** colledion of the taxes on lalt and tobacco only, has had 
« a powerful influence in fpreading universal diilrefs and 
«' mifery. The public revenue funk, ia one year, 175 
*' millions : this was not a lofs of that fum ; the people to 
*' whom affignats were paid on that account loll no more 
<' than the difcount ; the lofs, therefore, to the peop!e to 
*^ whom that revenue was paid, could amount to no more 
•' than from five to ten per cent.* But was it a lofs to 



* <« Since this was written, affignats fell, in December 179X1 and ja- 
*« nuary I792> to 34, to 38 per cent, paid in filver ; and 42 to 50 paid in 
** gold, arliing from great emiflions ; from the quantity of private paper iflvi» 
*^ <d \ from forged Ones being commoni and fr-om the profpeA of a war. 

" the 



«* the milerable fabjeds who fonncrly paid thofe taxes ; 
** and who paid them by the fwcat of their brows, at the 
" expcncc of the bread oat of their childrens months, af- 
«* felled with tyranny, and levied in blood ? Do they feel 
«' a lofs in having 175 millions in their pockets in 1789, 
** more than they had in 1788 ^ and in pofleffing other 
•* 175 millions more in 1790, and the inheriunce in fiitiire ? 
•* Is not fach a change eafe, wealth, life, and animation to 
•' thofe clafies, who, while the perfs of political (atirifU 
•* (lander all innovations, are every moment reviving, by 
*' inheriting frgm that revolution, fomething which the old 
«* Government afluredly did not give ? The revenue of the 
«* clergy may be called the revenue of the public : — thofe 
•* to whom the difference between the prefent payment of 
** 140 millions, and the old tythes, are a dedudion of all 
** revenue, arc, beyond doubt, in great diilreis ; but what 
•* fay the farmers throughout the kingdom, from whom the 
•* deteilable burthen of thofe taxes was extorted ? Do not 
*' they find their culture lightened, their indnflry freed, 
*' their produds their own ? Go to the Ariflocratical po- , 
" litician at Paris, or at London, and you hear only of 
*' the ruin of France — go to the cottage of the Mftayer, or 
•« the houfe of the farmer, and demand of him what the 
** refalt has been — there will be but one voice from Calais 
*' to Bayonne. If tythes were to be at one ftroke abolifhed 
•* in England,* no doubt the clergy would fulFer, but would 
*' not the Agriculture of the kingdom, with every man 
•' dependent on it, rife with a vigour never before cxpc- 
•* rienced ?'* 



* ** It is an error io France to fuppofe, that the revenue of the church 
•* is fmall in England. The Ro jal Society of Agriculture at Paris, ftatcs that 
** revenue at 2io,oco]. ; it cannot be ftated at Icfs than five nullioos 
*« fterljng. Mem. prejente par h S. R.d'^Ag, a V AffemhUe Nat'ionaUy 1 789, 
«' p. 52. — One of tlie greateft and wKeft men we have in England, perfH^s 
«* in allerting it to be much Uji, than two millions. From very numerous 
*« inquiries, which I am ftill purfuing, I have rcafon to believe this opmion 
** to he founded on infufficient d:ita.'* 

Youngs 
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Toung^s Travels, p, 550, 

«« The means of making a Government rcfpcdled and be- 
*< loved are, in England, obvious ; taxes maft be immenfely 
«* reduced ; afleflments on malt, leather, candle s, foap, fait 
** and windows, mufl be abolilhed or lightened ; the funding 
*« fyftem, the parent of taxatioh, annihilated for ever, by 
<* taxing the intpreft of the public debt — the Conftitution, 
** that admits a debt, carries in its vitals the feeds of its de- 
«* ftru£lion : tythes • and tefts abolilhed ; the reprefenta- 
*• tion of Parliament reformed; and its duration (hortened; 
** not to give the people, without property, a predominancy, 
" but to prevent that corruption, in which our debts and 
** taxes have originated ; the utter dcftrudlion of all mo- 
** nopolies ; and among them of all charters and corpora* 
•* tions ; game made property, and belonging to the poileflbr 
•* of one acre, as much as to him, who has a thoufand ; and, 
" laflly, the laws, both criminal and civil, to be Aoroughly 
** reformed. Thefe circumftances include the great evils of 
** the Britifh Conftitution ; if they be remedied, it may enjoy 
** even a Venetian longevity ; but if they be allowed, like 
•* cancerous humours, to prey on the nobler parts of the 
** political fyftem, this boafted fabric may not exift .even 
** twenty years." 



« * <« The exa&ion of tythes is fo abfurd and tyrannical an attack 00 the 
' ** property of mankind, that it is almoft impoffible for them to continue iq 
<' any country in the world half a century longer. To pay a man by force 
<* 1000 1. a year, for doing by deputy what would be much better done for 
<< 100 L is too grofs an impofition to be endured. To levy that 1000 1. in 
** the m^ pernicious method that can wound both property and liberty, -are 
*^ circumftances congenial to the tenth century, but not to the eighteenth. 
*< Italy, Ffance^ and America, have fet noble examples for the imitation of 
<< mankind \ and thofe countries, that do not follow them, x will foon be at 
<* iofexior in cultivation as they are in policy." 

X Toung's 
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Tttmg^s Travels, p. 556. 

« The grofs abufe which has been thrown on the French 
nation, and particularly on their aiTemblies, in certain 
pamphlets, and without interruption, in feveral of our 
newfpapers, ought to be deprecated by every man who 
feels for the future interefts of this country. It is in fome 
initances carried to fo fcandalous an excefs, that we muft 
neteflarily give extreme difguft to thoufands of people, 
who may hereafter have an ample opportunity to vote and 
aA under the influence of impreifions unfavourable towards 
a country that,, unprovoked, has loaded them with fo 
much contumely : for a nation groaning under a debt of 
240 millions, that deadens the very idea of future energy* 
this feems, to ufe the mildeft language, to be at leaft, very 
imprudent," 

Ycry important hints jhefe I How admirably Mr. Young 
has attended to them, may be feen in Th^ Example of Frantc 
a Warning to Britain ! 



JfrillS, 179a, 
Toung^s Travels, p. 565. 

** In the laft moment which the preparation for publica-r 
*' tion allows me to ufe, the intelligence is arrived of a de- 
«' claration of war on the part of France againft the Houfe 
<* of Auflria. The Gentlemen in whofe company I hear 
<* it, all announce deftrudlion to France ; t^ey woill he 
** heat; they nvant di/cipline\ they have no fuhordination i and 
f < this idea I find general. So cautioufly as I have avoided 
<* prophetic prefumption through the preceding pages, I fhall 
** fcarcely aflame it fo late in my labours ; but thus 
♦' much I may venture, that the expedlatlon of deftruftion tQ 
♦« France has many difficulties to encounter. Give all you 
♦' pleafe to the power of field evolution-depending on the 
t« titmoft flridtnefs of difcipline<^you moil admits that te 

^< bear? 
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*» bears only on the queftion of battiest But guarded as 
•« France is, by the moft important frontier fortrefles the 
** world knows, why hazard battles f Undifciplined troops 
•* behind walls and within w^rks, arc known on experience 
** to be effeftive ; and where are the refources to be found 
*f that ihall attack thofe ftrong holds 700 miles from home ? 
<< I was at Lifle, Metz, and Straibourg ; and if the. miH- 
** tary intelligence I had was accurate, it would demand 
** 100,000 men, completely provided with every thing for a 
«** fiege, three months, to take cither of thofe towns, fup- 
** pofing them well provided and well defended. We know, 
*• on pofitive experience, what the Auftrians and Pruffians, 
<' led by fome of the greateft men that have exited, were 
<< able to do in iieges, when undertaken at their own doors ; 
" what will they efFed againft places ten times as ftrong, 
** and 700 miles from home ? It is a matter of calculation ; 
<^ of pounds and ihillings ; not of difcipline and obedience. 

** But many depend on the deranged ftate of the French 
*' finances j that derangement flows abfolutely from a vain 
" attempt at preferving public credit : — the National AfTem* 
" bly will fee its futility j mifery ; ruin ; the NATION muft 
« be preferved. — ^What, on comparifon, \% public credit ? 

*' The divifions, faftions, and internal difturbances, offer 
•* to others the hope of axivil war. It ought to be a vaia 
** hope. During peace, fuch difficulties fill the papers, and 
« and are dwelt upon, till men are apt to think them terri- 
*' ble ; in war they are TREASON, and the gallows fweeps 
** from the world, and the columns of a Gazette the 
** a£lors and the recital. 

" Oil and vinegar — fire and water — Pruffians and Auftri- 
«♦ ans are united to carry war amongft twenty-fix millions of 
" mien, arranged behind a hundred of the firongeft fortreffes 
« in the world. If we arc deceived, and Frenchmen are not 
" fond of freedom, but will fight for defpotifm— fomething 

Xz * '^may 
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'* may be done ; ior then Prance falls by the power ot 
•* France ; but if united but tolerably, the attack will be 
*' full of difficulties in a country where every man, wonuti, 
** and child is an enemy, that fights for freedom. 

*' But, fuppofe this idea erroneoas— fuppofe an impreffion 
** made-— and that the German banners were flying at Paris*-' 
" Where is the fecurity of the reft of Europe ; Is the divifion 
<' of Poland forgotten ? Is an unforefeen union of two or three 
** great powers to protrude through Europe, a pred<»ninancy- 
" dangerous to all ? Gentlemen, who indulge their wiihes 
" for a counter-revolution in France, do not, perhaps, wifh 
*' to fee the Pruffian colours at the Tower, nor the Auftrian 
" at Amfterdam. Yet fuccefs to the caufe might plant them 
*' there. Should real danger arife to France, which I hold 
'^' to be problematical, it is the bufinefs, and diredl intereft 
«* of her neighbours, to fupport her. 

" The revolution and anti- revolution parties of England, 
•' have exhaufled themfelves on the French queflion^-— But 
•* there can be none, if that people Ihould be in danger ; 
'* we hold at prefent the balance of the woi^ld ; and have but 
•* to fpeak, and it is fecure." 

I have fought in vain for this laft quotation in the Sbcond 
Edition of Mr. Young's Travels. — 

Many other paflages equally excellent might be felefted 
from Mr. Young's Work, which I ftiould with pleafure 
have prefenlcd to the reader, and contrafted with, 777e Ex- 
ample of France a Warning to Britain, But I forbear— Major 
Cartwright, that honeft man, and fteady friend to freedom, 
is preparing a work for the prefs, which, I underftand, will 
include fome remarks on the inconfiftencies of Mr^ Young. 



As the evils attendant on the prefent calamitous war were 

dearly forefeenby the friends toReform> and a« chey m^de everf 
5 effort^ 
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efFort^m tlieJr power, to prevent this country from engaging it 
fo abfurd and rainous a conteft, it may not be improper to 
conclude this work with laying before the reader the fol- 
lowing documents, in which thefe important fads cannot 
pafs onobferved: ift. That the expences of the year 
1794 exceeded thofe of the year 1793 nearly (even 
millions ilerling ; and, 2dly, that in the year 1794, whilft 
our expences were increaiing, our revenue (excluding the 
fum paid by the Eafl-India Company) was diminiihing ; which 
is the more to be lamented, as we formerly had weekly ac- 
counts given of the exceis of the Revenue above the expen- 
^titre. 

^milar obfervations were made during the war with Ame- 
rica ; the truth of which we now feel by the annual payment 
of taxes to the amount of confiderably more than five miU 
lions flerling, in confequence of that unwife, unjuft, and 
unneceflary undertaking. What additional burthens we fhall 
be compelled to bear from the expences of the war in which 
we are at prefent engaged, it would be difficult to flate. 
This, however, may with truth be afferted, that enormous 
as the expences of the year 1794 appear, they will be 
found to have greatly exceeded the elHmate, What the 
expences of the next year will be, the mind can fcarcely 
form an idea of; a bargain being already concluded, for a loan 
of twenty-four millions ; eighteen millions of which are for 
this country, and fix millions for one of our allies, the Em- 
peror of Germany* 

Enormous as thefe fums are, and heavily as the additional 
taxes will be felt, which muft be laid for the payment of the 
interefl, yet the unconilitutional manner in which this bar- 
gain has been made, by the queftion of war being determined 
iefore the meeting of Parliament, ought to be matter of more 
ferious alarm to every thinking mind. But, were I to pro- 
ceed, I fhould enter on a fubjedl fo ferious and exteniive, 
that I fhottld only begin where I mean to end ; more efpe- 

cially 
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ckltywere I to take Into con£deratioii the numerous erilft* 
luider which the commercial intereft of this country labours ; 
but, I fesLT, they are fo grieyouily felt, that even had I leifure» 
ssy obfervatiojis upon that fubjeA would be fuperflnous. 

I (hall only add, that in the year 177;, at the commence- 
asent of the American war, our national debt was one hun- 
<dred and thirty-eight millions. I am informed, and from the 
moft refpefUble authority, that, including the unfunded debt, 
it is now nearly three hundred and twenty millions, and were 
peace to be concluded to-morrow, it would be found upon 
the. fettlement of the public accounts, that in lefs than the 
laft twenty years our national debt has been increafed two 
hundred millions, which have burthened the people of this 
country with additional taxes to the amount of nearly tea 
milliona fierling annually* 



BUIXJET- 
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BUDGET IN 1793, 



INCOME. 

Pennanent taxes> including 

ftamps, excifei coftoms^ 

and incidents 14,284,194 

Land and malt ux> taken at 2,750,000 



Peficiency, made tip by a 
loan of 6^ millions of 3 
|>er cents 4,520,642 



;C. 21,554,836 



jeXP£NDITUR&. 

Charges on the confoHdated 

fund for civil lift, inyment 

of principal and intereft of 

debt, Sec. &c 1 2,072,^6 

Deficiency of grants . . . . r . 1^2,325 
Deficiency of land and ma^t tax 350,009 
Navy debt. . . , . 3>97i,9lS 
Army and militia 39968,558 

Ordnance 793>568 

Mifcellaneousieryzees 175,844 

— — '8,909,885 



£.41,554,836 



BUDGET IN 179+. 



INCOME. 



P^manent taxes ..... 13,974,000 
Land and malt tax, taken at 2,7 50,000 
£afl India Company . . . 500,000 



17,224,000 



Deficiency, made up by a 
loan of II millions of 3 
per cents. 2 J millions of 
4 per cents, and ;f. 62,79 1 
7 3^. 4^. perann. Long An- 



liuities . 



11,013,000 



£.28,237,000 



EXPENDITURE. 

Charges on the confolidated 

fund for civii lift, payment 

of principal and intereft of 

debt, &c, &c 11,797,000 

Deficiency of grants 474,000 

Deficiency of land and malt tax 3 50,000 
Exchequer bills, in addition to 

thofe already liTued 2,000,000 

Addition to the Sinking Fund . 200,000 

Navy '. 5,525,000 

Army ..,,... 6,340,000- 
Ordnance . . , . . 1,345,000 . 
Mifcellaneousfervices 206,000 

13^16,000 • 



^.28,237,000 



* The Peact £ftablifhmen( iirom 2786 H 179a was «a an average 5^ MillioM 
WMWall^.' 



DEBT 
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DEBT CONTRACTED SINCE DECEMBER, 17923 

fthat is, in Two Years only) 

Suppofing the different Stocks in tulncb it has been funded t» h€ 
converted into 7%ree per Cent^ Confolldated Bank Annuities, 

Stock in the 3 per Cents. 

17I Millions 3 per Cents, borrowed in the be- 
ginning of the years 1793 and 1794 17,250,000 

2 1 Millions 4 per Cents, borrowed in the be- 
ginning of 1794 - — ••• 3,634,600 

^.62,792 per Ann. Long Annuities, borrowed in 

the beginning of 1794 1,949,600 

18 Millions in the 3 per Cents, propofed to be 
borrowed in the prcfent month of December—- 1 8,000,000 

6 Millions in the 4 per Cents, ditto 7,929,900 

^. 1 12,500 per Ann. Long Annuities, ditto 3,492,900 

52,257,000 

N* B. The three lafl articles are to make up the 
prefent intended loan of EIGHTEEN MILUONS 
STERLING. 

£.1,949,330 Navy Bills funded in the 5 per Cents, 
this year, which converted into 3 per Cents.-— 3,144,000 

Propofed Loan to the Emperor, of 6 Millions ' 

Sterling, guaranteed by Parliament, and moft 
probably to be ultimately paid by this country, 
converted into 3 per Cents. 9,677,400 

Total 65,078,400 

The increaft of the unfunded debt fhould be alfo added to 
this fum, which ilKl, no doabt, make it to exceed 
7oMilliom \. ■ 



In 
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tn the c6ur(c of the laft eight years about 14 millions of 
three per cent. Stock have been redeemed — and this has been 
done> not by any furplus of Revenue, but by a Loan of one 
Million by the way of Tontine — -by coUedling the arrears of 
taxes in the receiver's hands, by the afSftance of Lotteries, — 
of the arrears due from the Eall-India Company— of caih 
remaining in the Exchequer in the beginning of the year 
1786— of impreft monies— of unclaimed dividends in the 
Bank and South Sea Annuities, &c. Sec. 

N. B. Upon the i ith of March i793> the Houfe of Commoni 
having refolved itfelf into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Pitt, 
in his fpeech ** obferved, that after every other refource, there 
" would be wanting a Loan of 2,900,000/. He had not 
*' then made any propofals as to the terms of the Loan, 
" BECAUSE HE CONSIDERED IT AS A PREVIOUS 
'' DUTY, TO SUBMIT THIS STATEMENT TO THE 
'^ PUBLIC, IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY THING, 
" WHICH MIGHT HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF DE- 
'* CEPTION." New Annual Regifter for 1793, p. 78. 

December 15, 1 794. 



FINIS. 



